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Dear Mr- Lazar: 


The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Informatron/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, ^ ul^tX 

United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
beiow and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 
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o Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been: 

□ referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you, 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 
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0 You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, Flag 
Building, Suite 570, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the date of this letter. 

The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of information Appear or 
“Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 







□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main fiJe(s), 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file{s). 
if you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit 

□ See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 



David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Re co rd/I nf ormatio n 


Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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Telephone 1355 or 75305 


Hon, J. Edgar Iloove: 



Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. -■ ; 

Dear Sir:- , - ' 

m B i A 1 ^ * m * 

It is possible that I am barking up the wrong tree 
in writing you about the matter hereinafter set forth, but I am 
going to impose on someone in your department, hoping they will 
read this letter and then answer it in some way. 

As back-ground material, I am a U. S, Citizen, bom in 
Minnesota in 1897, served in the Air Corps as a 2nd Lt, in 
World War 1 and then enlisted and put in around three years in 
World War II as a Major in Combat Intelligence, being assigned 
to the 82nd Fighter Group in North Africa and Italy, I am 
married,, have two daughters, the younger one married, lived in 
Cody, Wyoming, and within the past year moved to Houston, Texas. 
She has two boys and one girl, is of the "worrying 0 type, 
worried about the welfare of ner children, what the future holds 
for them, whether our Democratic form of government will survive 
or whether the Commies will take over, 

ys * r 


*!y daughter's husband is working in the h o"™ in struction 
n Houston, is associated with a man named 1 b?c 


believe, who has been in the construction business ror some time 
in and around Houston but who has recently moved either to 
San Antonio or Austin. * 



It seems that ever since my daughter and her husband have 


been in Houston they have been exposed to talk and a campaign by 
this man I I to show that this country is being sold down the 

river, that - the Commies will take over without question by 1965, b7c 
that President Elsenhower is a communist along with all the top 
officials in the country, that they have sold out to Khrushchev 
at Como David, and in general talking a campaign off fear* so 
that it has gotten py daughter down. She is home UiuHitr - 

holidays, and after some discussions I suggested she'.call Vopr.-^.b, 
office in Houston and get the low down on the situation the^^ ^^ 7 ~ 
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It seems this is all brought about by an organization 
known os "The John Birch Society", founded in the none of some 
non who worked against the Connies in China, was later killed by 
the Commies. This Society has published a "blue book'* which I 
tried to read, but it was filled with statements for which I 
- could find no factual backing, hence 1 did not put touch stock in 
it. Then when my daughter came home I found out how serious this 
book was being taken, what views were held as to our top 
officials and leaders in this country. Now I am told they have 
put out a "black book", only eleven of them printed. When I try 
to pin her down as to why all of this is not exposed in the 
newspapers and magazines I an told they are all "red" and will 
■ not print the truth. : V : 


fly impression of this is a little like that of what Goebels 
the German people prior to the outbreak 
lie oft< 


did psychologically with th 

of World War II, tell a big enough lie often enough and people 
will believe it. - Frankly this whole matter smells to me of 
the possibility that the Commies are promoting this to discredit 
our leaders, including the President, that they deliberately are 
trying to instill "fear" in the hearts of Americans that by 1965 
the Commies are going to takeover, that it is inevitable, and 
try and stampede people in to giving up. 

Can you check the "John Birch Society", or do you have any 
information on all this activity where our top men are branded 
as being Communists? 1 realize that this may sound like the 
ramblings of a person who has lost most of his marbles, but 1 
assure you I would like to pin down some of this talk, then get 
my daughter straightened out so she will not lose her mind worrying 
about what is going to happen by 1965, What worries me too is 
the fact that this could he a line of action, psychologically, that 
would hit its mark, for these members of the "John Birch Society" 
protest too loudly, 1 believe, that they are against Communism and 
that they cannot get their views across to the people generally 
because the press, etc. is "red” and will not disseminate the 
information..* 

I shall be only too happy to hear from someone in your 
department in answer to this letter. 

Very truly yours 
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January 1, ISH 


Dear Reader: 

THis Lmuc of American Opinion is an autonomous Ulaud, out¬ 
side the usual boundaries of our effort. 

It is intended primarily for reference purposes. Its content! 
are not tied, by cirndiness Or subject matter, to any particular 
publication date. Partly for this reason, it was held out of the 
Christmas and New Year mails, and may not actually reach you 
until after the February number — which must be mailed as early 
in January as the printer can make possible. 

t ‘The criminal irresponsibility of so much of the American press 
has never been shown more dearly than on this very day, Fidel 
Cattro T as murderous and cunning an agent of the Kremlin as 
Mao Tse-tung or Janos Kadar, is right now taking over Cuba. 

He has the blearing of our government. Our newspapers arc 

full of headline* and news stories glorifying the event, with |-<C 

hardly a line to tell m of Castro"! Coirununist connections ' 
and support. Moscow u establishing a terrifically important 
Communist beachhead right at our shores, without the American 
people having any chance to learn this truth from their papers, 
radio, TV, or magazines of large circulation. 

To find out what has really happened over the past quar¬ 
ter of a century, and what is tigW happening at «J rapidly in¬ 
creased a rate, becomes daily more difficult —and daily more 
important. For those who have the patriotism and the courage, 
to i«k to learn the frightening truth, wo hope chit the bib¬ 
liography contained in these pages will he helpful and encour¬ 
aging- 

Sincerely, 


Jddcjt 


AMERICAN OPINION—is published el*™ months In the year by Robert Welch, Inc, Solmont 78, 
Moaaochuwtu V. 5. A. Subscription rotes or* five dollars per year In the United Slates and 
Canada; seven dolW elsewhere. Copyright \9SB by Robert Welch, Inc. We use almost no arlidei 
except those written to order to fil our specific needs, and can assume no responsibility for the 
return of unsolicited manuscripts. 




























ONE HUNDRED STEPS TO THE TRUTH 


The next two or three years may determine the fate of the 
American Republic* ¥e implore our readers to take this warn¬ 
ing literally. So precise an estimate is neither a nervous guess nor 
the product of an overwrought imagination. It_foUqws directly 
from any systematic study oLxh^GQxnmunist time table for 
world conquest^JPor we are faced with an open conspiracy* And 
the failure of America to preserve its promise and its life will 
not be due, finally, to America*s weakness at decisive moments, 
It will be due to the refusal of the American people to see the 
obvious, to recognize the truth that is being flaunted before our 
eyes, to read what the enemy has openly put on paper* 

The Communists have never disguised their intent—nor 
their strategy. For the first time in history a would-be con¬ 
queror of the world has contemptuously specified his plans, 
explained his techniques, and even announced his time-ta ble^ 
from the beginning of his atta ck—wh ich was forty years ago.. 
The advance of Communism, from a negligible splinter party 
of professional Russian rabble rousers in 1917, to a world-wide 
empire of more than a billion slaves in 1958, has proceeded ex¬ 
actly accordi ng to a braz enly publicized schedule Nothing was 
ever kept secret; and yet noth ing had to be_changed. The con¬ 
spiracy flourished^ in the open because the Communists were 
entirely correct in assuming that the comfort-loving West 
would refuse to believe what the Communists disdained to deny, 
A future historian of our times will have no doubt that the 
most effective secret weapon in the hands of the victorious 
Communists was the handling of public opinion In America* 
They have always reckoned, and always correctly, that the 
desire of the American people "not to be bothered*’ would, at 
every critical moment, prove greater than their considerable 
native intelligence, and even greater than the basic human need 
for self-preservation* It always was. It still is. America is being 
strangled by its love of comfort* 
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One Hundred Sreps To The Truth 


We are offering this special issue of American Opinion 
as one means of trying to pierce the complacent smugness of 
the comfortable. We know how compulsively the red-blooded 
American, exhausted by his business and his hobbies, shies away 
from getting involved in a serious study of the sinister truth. 
And no man can be compelled to seek the truth. But we may 
at least tell where that truth can be found* And we can say one 
thing to all who will listen: "If it is comfort you want, simply 
keep on inhaling the vapors from the soothing news magazines; 
but if you prefer awareness and survival to comfort and decay, 
then here are a hundred books which you had better read/’ 
These one hundred books are arranged alphabetically (by 
authors* names), and are reviewed as concisely as the editors 
know how to do it* They have been selected from one specific 
point of yicw: How can a patriotic American, stringently 
limited in time and confined to the demands of a strenuous job, 
acquaint himself with the facts of—and come to understand— 
the open conspiracy that is engulfing our land? There are other 
excellent books for this purpose, besides those we have listed, of 
course. And there may be many better ones published in the 
time we still have left* But this list has been compiled by men 
who have spent most of their lives in studying its general sub¬ 
ject matter. These hundred books can be read in one thousand 
hours. So that a person who had read none of them (an unlikely 
assumption), and who decided to devote three hours a day to 
the hard labor of serious reading, could have digested all of them 
by the end of 19? 9. Nor do we know of a better, or more re* 
warding, resolution for the New Year* 

Most of the one hundred books either have not been re¬ 
viewed at all by the nations great newspapers, or else they have 
been ironically dismissed as the irrelevant outpourings of fanat¬ 
ical sectarians. A most important part of the Communist open 
conspiracy has been to smear and silence those who recognized 
and exposed it. Encouraged and protected by the tired cynicism 
of the lords of America’s "liberal'’ press, scores of Communist 
agents and fellow-travelers have been entrenched as professional 
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One Hundred Steps To The Truth 


book-reviewers for years. They have seen to It that Americans 
read little except what would increase our ignorance and fur¬ 
ther our destruction. The urgent literature* the books vitally 
concerned with the juggernaut that is moving in on us* never 
came out of quarantine. (Two of the listed one hundred books 
tell of this manipulation in great detail—John T. Flynn’s White 
You Slept and Frank Hughes' PrepiJice and the Press.) 

The dedicated groups of American patriots, who fight this 
conspiracy, are stymied by various obstacles, from poverty to 
calumny. But no other obstacle is so hard to overcome as the 
tendency of their compatriots simply to dismiss facts. What 
keeps our country steadily losing this struggle for national sur¬ 
vival is not any basic superiority of the foe, nor any corruption 
in the core of the American character, but the stubborn Amer* 
ican determination to shrug off adversity and to keep a blind 
spot for the disagreeable, It has been called "invincible igno¬ 
rance,” 

In private life this type of deliberate optimism may do 
wooden. But in the broader social existence permeated by an 
international conspiracy, it is suicidal. Our enemy, confronted 
with a society of Pollyannas, wins battle after battle — without 
fighting. American Opinion, considering itself at war since 
its inception, wants to do its part in that war in every way it 
can. One logical contribution is for us to make it just a little 
easier for patriotic Americans to break down that shield of their 
own blindness, behind which the foe steadily advances. In a 
spirit of urgency we present our list-of the hundred books, as a 
diet of historical truth, for those who wish to preserve the free¬ 
dom that only the truth can save. 
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You may order the books reviewed or advertised in American Or in ton from THE BOOK- 
MAILER — the Complete Bocks to re-by-Mai l representing all United States publishers. All 
books reviewed m rhis issue (except chc three U. S. Government publics cions) are listed on our 
order blanks on either Page 4, the inside hack cover, or the back cover. You pay only the book¬ 
store price. On the oui-uf-prim volumes we shall be glad to Quote you the price of those found 
for you by our out-of-print service. THE BOOKMA1LER. pays die postage* anywhere in the world. 


Name 


THE BOOKMAILER, 

Box 101, Murray Hill Station, New York 16, New York. 


Please send the books checked above to: 


Street 


(No, o£ copies) 

.* *. . Barmine: One Who Survived Out of Print 

♦ Barron: Inside the State Department $3.00 

. Basnac: The Law ... .65 

.. Bentley: Out Of Bondage 350 

. Borkenau: European Communism . 650 

. . Brown: The Enemy At His Bac{ .. . 4.00 

. Buckley and Bozell: McCarthy And His Enemies . 5.00 

.... Budenz: The Techniques Of Communism . . 5,00 

.., .. Bundy: Collectivism In The Churches .. 5,00 

. Burnham: The Web Of Subversion .Out of Print 

. Caldwell: Still The Rice Grows Green 3.75 

Caldwell: South Of Tofyo 350 

. Castle: Billions t Blunders And Baloney . 350 

Chamberlin: America's Second Crusade . Out of Print 

. Chambers: Witness ..... . .. .. .2.95 

Clcchanovski: Defeat In Victory , Out o£ Print 

.... Creel: Russia's Race For Asia . ,. . Out of Print 

. Daliin; Soviet Russia And the Far East . 5.00 

.. Daliin; Forced Labor In Soviet Russia . Out of Print 

...,. Dayton: Walter Heather . , 450 

..... ... Dies: The Trojan Horse In America Out of Print 

. ... . Draskovich: Tito: Moscow's Trojan Horse .. 5.00 

.... . .. Eastman: Reflections On The Failure Of Socialism . 2.75 

. Evans: The Secret War For The A-Bomb . 3.95 

. Fitch: Formosa Beachhead . _ Out of Print 


. Zone. . State . 


Enclosed find f . 


Total number of books^ ordered 


Total price $ 







































OLD BOOKS AND NEW REVIEWS 


Alexandre Barmine: One Who Survived 
(Putnam, N, Y*; 337 pages, Out of Print) 

A young and attractive Soviet dignitary, who had made a 
fast career in the military and diplomatic service of his country, 
left the Reds in 1937. Though he had a much greater opportun¬ 
ity than most Soviet citizens to learn about the outside world, 
he knew woefully little about "capitalism.” His autobiography 
and confessional remains a revealing document, not only because 
of the intimate inside information it contains, but also because 
it tells, rather fascinatingly, about the pressures and temptations 
that cajole and seduce a young Russian to comply obediently 
with the demands of the regime* Though it appeared many 
years before the term "brainwashing” was coined, One Who 
Survived presents in a nutshell the fundamental techniques the 
Communists have developed in their successful bid for totalita¬ 
rian control over man's mind. 


Bryton Barron: INSIDE THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
(Comet, N * Y.; 17& pages , $3MO) 

Mr* Barron , a former officer of the State Department> was 
quietly working on bis assignment — the collection and evalua¬ 
tion of State Department papers pertaining to certain 
important aspects of our wartime and postwar policies. And 
suddenly the roof fell in on him . He had, with a perfectly 
unperturbed conscience , and entirely within his sworn duties 
as a State Department historian , edited his findings for publica¬ 
tion. But the New Deal-Fair Deal-Eisenhower Establishment 
prosecutes any attempt at keeping the American people in¬ 
formed, about the doings of its "leaders” as a crime . And 
naturally_}Ar^ Barron lost his job . But the American public 
gained an excellent chance to learn about the jungle mores that 
prevail inside the State Department Bureaucracy and about the 
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Old Books And New Reviews 


rigid censorship that Washington , if it is to have its way, means 
to impose on the essential information on which the Constitu¬ 
tional sovereignty of the American people is built , 


Frederic Bastiat: The Law 

(Foundation for Economic Education, Irvington, N. Y,; 75 

pages, $0.65) 

Despite having been written over a hundred years ago in 
France, The Law has never been more pertinent than it is to 
America today. Immediately after the Revolution of 1848, 
Bastiat — French statesman, economist and author — noticed 
how irrevocably his country was advancing down the illusory 
road to socialism. With amazing insight and deftness he exposed 
each socialistic fallacy, explaining how that system — regard- 
less of its original good intentions — must inevitably degenerate 
into Communism. 

Today in America, as in Bastiat’s France, the same situation 
is being enacted. Socialism (ironically enough, often through 
majority vote) has replaced the original American idea of self- 
reliance, Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness — at one 
time self-evident endowments of God — are being more and 
more bequeathed and administered by the State, Only after one 
reads The Law , and realizes that it was written not about present 
day America, but about France of a century ago, can he appre¬ 
ciate Santayana's dictum that man, if he ignores the mistakes of 
history, is destined to repeat them. 


Elizabeth Bentley; OUT OF BONDAGE 
(Devin-Adair , N . Y.; 311 pages, $3 JO) 

Miss Bentley was the first witness before a Congressional 
Committee who somehow electrified the American public , Even 
before the Hiss-Chambers case engulfed the American scene 
with an epochal flood of soul-searching, Miss Bentley’s testi¬ 
mony about her own experience inside the Soviet underground in 
this country awakened the numb American senses . In Out Of 
Bondage, she tells with moving simplicity and feminine warmth 
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how a native American girl of quality, charm and a seme of 
family-ties, could get involved in treacherous activities; how 
the exposure to Communist ruthlessness and trickery destroys 
even a romantic*s naive illusions; and how a woman recovers 
her balance by reiurnmg to the faith of her fathers . 


Franz: Borkenau: European Communism 
(Harpers, N, Y,; 164 pages, $6A 0) 

The late Professor Borkenau, a scholar with meticulous 
attention to detail, understood Communism not so much for its 
theoretical aspects and its great strategic conceptions, as for its 
tactical routine. In European Communism , he gives a down-to- 
earth analysis of the persons, the national peculiarities, the 
historical episodes that have been forming the various European 
branches of International Communism. It is a kaleidoscopic 
view of Europe’s political underground, seen through the eyes 
of a learned insider and presented with considerable common 
sen se. The book, true enough, should be read with some caution. 
Borkenau tends to overestimate the seriousness of internal Com¬ 
munist conflicts and, therefore, underrates the staying power of 
the "apparatus. 5 ' But his book is the best available history of the 
European Communist movement, that remains the main cadre 
of the great Soviet attack. 


Elizabeth Churchill Brown: The Enemy At His Back 
(The Bookmaker, N. Y.; 234 pages, $4.00) 

The question future American generations will restlessly 
ponder is this: How could the United States, in 194S, at the 
very peak of its military power and political impact abroad, 
lose the world in such a jiffy? Elizabeth Churchill Brown (the 
wife of one of Washington’s most distinguished correspondents) 
has diligently, and with magnificent instincts, ploughed through 
the mountainous records — the printed memoirs, the govern¬ 
ment publications, and the over-sized archives. O ut of t his 
massive documentation emerges the full design of Communist 
penetration and subversion in the TTnitecTStates officialdom. Of 
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Old Books And New Reviews 


particular interest is Mrs. Brown’s illuminating discussion of the 
crucial weeks in 1945, during which time the dupes, agents and 
stooges of Communism, inside the United States Government, 
assured the Soviets of an immense and dirt-cheap booty in Asia 
—when the United States had already won the war against 
Japan. 


Wm. F. Buckley, Jr. and L. Brent Bozell: 

McCarthy and his enemies 

(Henry Regnery, Chicago, III. ;413 pages, $5.00) 

What was it that made a young Senator from Wisconsin 
the most maligned, the best known and perhaps the most signify 
icant American of his generation? His record — the dedicated 
work that the Communists all around the world had so success¬ 
fully labeled "McCarthyism” — has been falsified beyond 
recognition by the "liberal” press. In McCarthy And His 
Enemies, the authors undertake to re-create this record with 
painstaking accuracy. They examine every step in McCarthy's 
lamentably short career. They restore the circumstances and the 
demonstrable facts in all the "cases” through which the tireless 
Senator attempted to prove the mortally perilous penetration of 
our government. And, having substituted the incontrovertible 
facts for the slanderous "liberal” fancy, the authors then pro¬ 
ceed to define society’s correct response to subversion. An intro¬ 
duction by William S. Schlamm discusses the intellectual 
scandal of "Anti-McCarthyism” — that hysterical outbreak of 
all the typical obsessions that have taken hold of our disoriented 
"intelligentsia.” 


' Louis Budenz: The Techniques Of Communism 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago, Ill.; 342 pages, $5.00) 

Budenz will indubitably go down in history as one of the 
most important scholars in the murky field of "social research.” 
His sole theme is American Communism and he attacks it, with 
every new book, as if his life depended on his analytical success 
— as indeed it does. This personal participation that shows on 
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every page has been held against Budenz as proof of his "un¬ 
scientific 1 * approach. But it is a fallacy to demand from the 
social scientist the remote indifference toward his object that 
remains the duty of the natural scientist. The social scientist 
deals with a unique and infinitely precious material — the fate 
of man which* unlike the inanimate objects of nature, cannot 
be "cooly” studied under laboratory conditions, Budenz, who 
once occupied a high position in the American Communist 
movement* has, even after his conversion, retained the sense of 
urgency that had originally misled him into the enemy’s camp. 
Every book of his (and particularly the recommended one) 
therefore remains an event — not only because it is a gold mine 
of factual information, but also because it takes, accurately, the 
pulse of our times. 


Edgar C. Bundy: Collectivism In The Churches 
(Church League of America, Wheaton, Ill.; 3f4 pages, $S,00) 
Mr. Bundy, a Protestant lay theologian, has produced an en¬ 
cyclopaedia of those church people and organizations that have 
been "neutralized’' by Communist penetration. He explores and 
explains how the Communists have been able to distort the 
teachings of Christ until they seem identical with Marxian 
tenets — a process known to all students of the heresy as the 
1 Social gospel movement,” Bundy names hundreds of names, 
unearths detailed evidence of surreptitious cross-relations, and 
discusses the unwarranted intervention of various church groups 
in politics and legislation -— an intervention that always turns 
out to give support to the Socialist cause. 


- James Burnham: THE WEB OF SUBVERSION 
(John Day , N. Y.; 248 pages. Out of Print) 

One of the toughest problems in the self-education of an 
American patriot is to find his way through the maze of exposes 
and information, pouring in cascades of words from competent 
sources , Rurnhamlm. filtered^rm nized and correlated the h uge 
material on subversion with in our g overnment into a suspeme- 
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fut rmpQff fHt fifrg fftfrtrr of the nnmmunht conspiracy. JJ j£ a 
true primer a and at the same time t an advan ced textbook on the 
subj&ct. And it is impossible to read The Wet of Subversion 
without a growing stupified amazement: How could a literate 
country be so easily taken in by such an open conspiracy? For 
the most frightening part of Burnham's concise tale is not his 
report on the objectives and the shrewdness of the operators — 
// is the credulity and irresponsibility of respectable and reput¬ 
able citizens who continue to serve as the front for subversion . 


John C. Caldwell: Sttxx The Rice Grows Green 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago, III,; 312 pages, $3.75) 

South Of Tokyo 

(Henry Regnery, Chicago, Ill*; 160 pages, $3.50) 

Too few Americans have comprehended yet, to the point 
of "feeling it in their bones/* that the Far East is an American 
area of decision. But it is. What happens in China, in Japan, and 
In Korea will determine the life expectancy of our children in 
Detroit, Richmond and Boston, Of all the experts who write 
on the Far East, none is better equipped than John C, Caldwell. 
He was born in China, the son of an American missionary who, 
for fifty years, had preached and doctored in Haitang Island. 
He speaks several Chinese dialects and Korean, has been person* 
ally acquainted with most protagonists in the great Asian drama, 
and has held important jobs for the United States Government 
in China and Korea (where he helped to establish the South 
Korean Government), He also knows Japan and the Philippines 
intimately. 

The recommended two books give a crucial part of the 
record of stupidity, ignorance, poor judgment and outright 
treason — all the American "mistakes’* — that were instru¬ 
mental in throwing one-fourth of all mankind to the Commu¬ 
nist wolves. In South of Tokyo , Caldwell shows how another 
170 million people in Southeast Asia are, before our eyes, being 
swallowed by the Communist tide — and their fate arouses 
little more than yawning in the United States, But the forth- 


AMERICAN OPINION 














































Old Books And New Reviews 




-«aC a£ 


Eugene W. Castle: Billions, Blunders And Baloney 
(Devin-Adair, N. Y,; 288 pages, $3T0) 

An American businessman, who has also served his govern¬ 
ment in important assignments at home and abroad, takes a 
realistic look at what is known as"'Foreign Aid.” Castle, who has 
travelled widely and who has studied "Foreign Aid” in opera¬ 
tion, is not one to be impressed by the usual pious protestations 
of our "One-Worldlers," who habitually bury the problem 
under thick layers of "do-gooding” phraseology. He is, how¬ 
ever, concerned with three-dimensional reality. He investigates 
on the spot* and, right on the face of it, he knows what he is 
talking about. The story of ludicrous blunder, of criminal waste 
and of subversive machinations against the welfare of the 
United States, that unfolds in Billions, Blunders and Baloney, is 
also the story of perhaps the greatest political scandal of our age P 


William Henry Chamberlin: 

AMERICA’S SECOND CRUSADE 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago, III.; 372 pages, Out of Print) 
Chamberlin, who for many years was stationed in Moscow 
as the correspondent of the Christian Science Monitor, combines 
a sup erlatjiie-JmGuded-ge of w orld affairs with the principled 
convictions^ of ajxm eduCAtor. His book on the futile struggle 
of a naive West against a bold and purposeful Communist East 
is, among other things , a devastating history of the follies and 
betrayals that have mortgaged American destiny under the 
Roosevelt and Truman Administrations. The_au thor > s authorit y 
i^undialkngaLMnd in deed unques tionable. Though be is, and 
has been for decades, an outstanding newspaperman and col¬ 
umnist, he is never interested in the ''sensational” expose . He 
writes with the simplicity of a true craftsman , 


coming fall of Southeast Asia will deliver India and the few 
other remaining "neutralist” nations of Asia, and then Western 
Europe as well, into the Red orbit. 
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Whittaker Chambers: Witness 
(Random, N. Y.; 808 pages, $2.95) 

The pains of his personal experiences, and the extraordin¬ 
ary talents of Whittaker Chambers, have made his book a 
classic in our time, It is surely impossible to comprehend the 
stresses of this age without a careful reference to Witness, Of 
the many confessional books by former Communists, this is the 
only one written from the point of view of true spiritual con¬ 
version. When he wrote Witness, Chambers had reached the 
depth and the psychological understanding that only a pro¬ 
found religious experience can give. But his power of recollec¬ 
tion has not been affected by his conversion. With an 
unprecedented faithfulness to detail, Chambers bares the 
emotions and the reasoning of an "apparatchick*’ in America. 
It is only an ephemeral value of the book that Witness remains 
the definitive statement on l*affaire Hiss . Its lasting importance 
is the mature insight with which Chambers analyzes the intel¬ 
lectual makings and the life of a Communist. 


jan Ciechanovski: Defeat In Victory 
(Doubleday, N, Y.; 597 pages. Out of Print) 

A Polish diplomat and officer of the highest caliber presents 
here, with the authenticity that only personal participation in 
history can supply, the undiluted record of what remains the 
epitome of Rooseveltian shame — the naked betrayal of Poland. 
This (Ciechanovski does not for a moment allow his reader to 
forget) was, after all, the nation over whose integrity the 
Allies started World War IL With superb calm, Ciechanovski 
recites chapter and verse of every single move and jerk that 
pushed the Allies towards the ultimate murder of Polish freedom 
and independence. The book keeps the promise of its title; it 
explains how and why the mighty coalition of democracies, led 
by the United States, snatched defeat from the jaws of victory. 

Ciechanovski and Mikolajezyk and Arthur Bliss Lane have 
all three written this chapter of history, each independently of 
the other, with a carefulness deserved by its importance. 
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George Creel: RUSSIA’S RACE FOR ASIA 
(Bobhs-Mcrrill, Indianapolis; 264 pages , Out of Print) 

A life-long Democrat, Creel was chief of the U , S, Infor¬ 
mation Service in World War L (the same f *service” that, under 
F.D.R. — in Elmer Davis* tr Off ice of War Information ” — u/as 
the sinecure of thousands of leftist bureaucrats and hundreds 
of dangerous Communists*) A sane respect for the tax-payer’s 
money, and the civic morality that goes with it, has remained, 
to the end, Creel’s personal style in public affairs. In Russia's 
Race For Asia he applies the lucidity of an impeccable journal¬ 
istic competence to depicting the cabal inside the United States 
Government, crucially supported by a manipulated ff public 
opinion " — the historic result of which was the conquest of 
the Chinese mainland by the Communists . The matter-of-fact 
approach of the genuine reporter adds immeasurably to the 
impact of Creel’s story , This is brief, incisive, superb history; 
the best single volume on the loss of China . 


> David Dallin; Soviet Russia And The Far East 
(Yale, New Haven; 398 pages, $5.00) 

Forced Labor In Soviet Russia (with B. L Nicolaevski) 
(Yale, New Haven; 331 pages, Out of Print) 

Pr- Da Hin's reputation as an _gxpen; on Soviet diplomacy 
is uni mpeach able. In fact, his scholarly detachment quite often 
misleads him into a seeming indifference towards the human 
values at stake. Nevertheless, his Soviet Russia And The Far 
East is the best compilation of the events in Asia that may have 
upset the international balance of power beyond repair. It is 
also a thorough review of the Soviets 1 diplomatic strategy in 
undermining Western positions in Asia, Teamed with Professor 
B, I. Nicolaevski, an eminent Russian historian, Dailin has sup¬ 
plied, in Forced Labor in Soviet Russia, a devastatingly complete 
guide to the Soviet Labor Camps, in which millions of slaves are 
worked to death. It also lays bare the compulsive forces, work¬ 
ing inside a "planned” economy, that make the incarceration of 
workers an inescapable corollary to the " 































>'vV>t 


Old Books And New Reviews 


Eldorous L. Dayton: WALTER REUTHER: 
AUTOCRAT AT THE BARGAINING TABLE 
(Devin-Adair, N. Y.; 280 pages, $4.50) 

Once upon a time, American labor simply wanted "more” 
—and unions were the tools used to get it. With the advent of 
Walter Rent her, an entirely new type of labor leader has 
attained power, not only over American labor, but over 
American society . He is the socialist, who uses unions to achieve 
political control, rather than the traditional United States union 
boss, who used politicians to achieve the union’s material goals. 
Dayton’s biography, of the man who is well on his way to be¬ 
coming the absolute dictator of organized labor in America, 
clarifies beyond reasonable doubt that Rcuther’s aim is the 
"socialist transformation” of America, through the instrumen¬ 
tality of a "labor government” 

For the moment, Reuther is satisfied with the "transforma¬ 
tion” of the Democratic Party, although, because he has more 
money to spend in elections than the Republicans and Demo¬ 
crats combined, he is gradually attaining complete power over 
Congress. That Reuther claims to have no love for the Com¬ 
munists is beside the point. What matters is that they love him. 
And no wonder. His principles come straight out of Marx, and 
the consummation of his plans would of necessity make the 
United States a Soviet satrapy. Dayton’s diligent research proves 
forcefully that the truly dangerous enemy of American Free¬ 
dom, inside the United States labor movement, is not the 
hoodlum Hoff a, but the "statesman” Reuther. 


Martin Dies: The Trojan Horse In America 
. (Dodd, N. Y.; 366 pages. Out of Print) 

Twenty-five years ago, a Congressman from Texas had 
enough of American horsesense to understand the Communist 
game — and Martin Dies paid for his shrewd insight with his 
political life. With the cruel vindictiveness that, years later, 
drove Senator McCarthy to a premature death, the New Deal- 
Fair Deal Establishment systematically destroyed the health and 
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che political career of Martin Dies. But before the Establish¬ 
ment finally succeeded. Dies (with the invaluable help of Dr. 
J, B. Matthews) had laid the foundations of a rising congres¬ 
sional committee, around which Americans could rally against 
the Communist penetration of the United States Government. 
The work of the "Dies Committee" is recapitulated in The 
Trojan Horse In America — an early, but amazingly apt, 
evaluation of Communist techniques which dissolve the fiber 
of free society. 


Slobodan Draskovich: 

TITO: MOSCOW’S TROJAN HORSE 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago, III.; 36S pages, $5,00) 

This book establishes 'Draskovich as the one unquestionab le 
authority on his subj ect — the wiles_and_ glides o f "Tit oism.” 
The very term, and its general use in political lingo, signifies a 
Communist triumph; for it implies that what Tito and his ilk 
stand for is not Communism, pure and simple, but something 
else. In the late forties, it became crucial for the further advance 
of Communism throughout the world that the West should be 
confused by the promises of a "national” Communism, that 
allegedly "insists on independence from MoscowThis was 
Tito’s role in the Great Design. Draskovich takes the puppet 
apart and shows what he is made of. That Tito’s foreign policy 
has never ceased to execute Moscow’s signals obediently, not 
even the State Department is prepared to deny these days. But 
Draskovich proves that every bit of Tito’s domestic policy, too, 
has supported the proud claim Tito himself makes, rather 
significantly, whenever he is interviewed by starry-eyed United 
States correspondents. Namely , that he is, every inch, a loyal 
disciple of Lenin — which , of course, means that he is a servant 
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Max Eastman: Reflections On The Failure Of Socialism 
(Devin-Adair, N, Y.; 128 pages, $2,75) 

A lifetime ago the editor of the Communist New Masses , 
Eastman has not even in maturity lost a deep-rooted concern 
with the ideas that dominated his youth. Having once believed 
in the blessings of Socialism with the optimistic enthusiasm of an 
indigenous American radical, he never stopped seeking for the 
reasons M why it didn’t work.” Reflections On The Failure Of 
Socialism is the result of decades of soul-and-mind-searching* 
Written with the urbanity and the sparkle of one of America's 
great popularizers, the book endorses the theoretical arguments 
of Mises and Hayek: Socialism fails — as productive system, 
but unfortunately not as a political regime of oppression —* 
because the natural structure of man ties productivity to per¬ 
sonal profit. The very fact that the Mises-Hayek-Eascman 
thesis is irrefutable poses the dilemma of our age in tragic pro¬ 
portions. The same Socialists who so miserably misread the laws 
of psychology in one area, remain incomparable masters of 
psychological cunning in another decisive area *— that of educa¬ 
tion and politics. 
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to influence them. Unless, that is, he devours everything Med¬ 
ford Evans writes on the subject, Evans, who once was a 
security officer in the most hush-hush atomic establishment, has 
an uncanny knowledge of the most involved atomic problems 
and a rare lucidity of style , in presenting them. Besides, he is 
driven by a burning love for his country and a sense of urgency. 
His unexceOed intellectua l acum en and the cogency of his rea¬ 
soning make ThiTSecret War For The A-Bomb a book that even 
the reluctant reviewer will define as "must-reading/' 


Geraldine Fitch: Formosa Beachhead 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago, HL; 267 pages, Out of Print) 
The vile campaign against Chiang Kai-shek, America's only 
effective ally in Asia, continues relentlessly in this country. Its 
most effective propaganda weapon, perhaps, is the open or 
transparently veiled indictment that the Island of Formosa, the 
seat of China’s legitimate government, is subjected to a cruel dic¬ 
tatorship of Chiang’s "intruders/* Miss Fitch went to Formosa 
to see for herself. Her report is brimful with facts about the 
astonishing development of the island, due to Chiang Kai-shek's 
manifold reform efforts. It is also a reassuring assessment of the 
military strength the Generalissimo keeps poised for the turn of 
the tide — the return of the nationalist forces to the occupied 
Chinese mainland, Formosa Beachhead clarifies with finality that 
Formosa will become either the springboard for a bold counter¬ 
offensive against the Chinese Communist monster; or it will 
become the grave of all American hopes for a free Asia which, 
in turn, remains an irreducible prerequisite for a free America. 


> John T, Flynn: While You Slept 
(Devin-Adair, N. Y.; 1 92 pages, $3,00) 

The Road Ahead 
(Devin-Adair, M, Y,; 160 pages, $2.50) 

Technically, no press in the world is equal to America’s — 
but perhaps no press in all the world has so badly fallen down 
on its main job. The phenomenon of John T. Flynn is an excel- 
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lent yardstick by which to measure the failure of the United 
States press. This one courageous lone wolf* equipped with the 
temperament of a born pamphleteer, has done more to enlighten 
the great American audience about the corruption and the 
deadly consequences of the New Deal’s mutilation of American 
principles than all the United States newspapers combined. 
There are more "scoops” and greater amounts of original 
research data in Flynn s books than in twenty volumes of the 
metropolitan dailies. Indubitably the Tom Paine of the coming 
American revolution against collectivism, John T. Flynn 
remains the dean of those true educators who have kept faith 
in first American principles. While You Slept gives the concise 
history of the Red influences on the Roosevelt-Truman Admin¬ 
istration and on United States public opinion. The Road Ahead 
supplies readers with a thoroughly dependable chart by which 
to map the course of America’s toboggan slide into socialism. 


Disguised as a work of fiction (and this choice of literary 
tools was perhaps the author's only mistake), The Pentagon 
Case is actually one of the most realistic records yet writ fen. of 
Communist_techni^ues in penetrating the government. Its hero, 
Brett Cable, while he serves with the Department of Defense , 
happens to uncover subversion in the United States Government 
— and immediately he becomes himself the victim of a calcu¬ 
lated vicious campaign that is meant to silence or destroy him > 
High government officials try by all known means of trickery 
and coercion to have him committed, as "insane ” to a govern¬ 
ment hospital * What makes this superior "thriller-chiller” a 
truly important book is the fact that its material not only 
fantastically parallels several recent actual cases of Washington 
intrigue , but it evokes powerful memories of what may have 
been the greatest personal tragedy in postwar government — 
the destruction of fames Forrestal, the late Secretary of Defense, 
who rf prematurely” woke up to the Communist peril, 


AMERICAN OPINION 






























































Old Books And New Reviews 

Edmund Fuller: Man In Modern Fiction 
(Random House, N. Y.; 171 pages, $3 JO) 

Even people who do not read novels are substantially 
affected by the fiction produced in their times* For it is the 
imagery, the moral values, the human ideas as expressed in a 
nation’s novels that finally sink, through an endless process of 
osmosis, into the entire national fiber, Edmund Fuller, a critic 
committed to standards of quality and morality, analyzes the 
concept of man as he emerges from our contemporary novel -— 
a moronic creature driven by nothing but physical lust, mental 
perversions, a craving for the kicks of sensuality, and all the 
other mechanisms employed by what is called avant-garde 
literature, Fuller’s witty style does not for a moment detract 
from his deadly serious intention — to show that the modish 
degradation of man in fiction must, of necessity, be followed by 
his degradation in life. 

Caret Garrett: The People's Pottage 
(Caxton, Caldwell, Idaho; 174 pages, $3 .00) 

Few observers have so trenchantly analyzed the decline of 
the American Republic as has Garet Garrett, until his recent 
death one of America’s most articulate libertarian writers. The 
People’s Pottage^ although originally written as individual essays, 
is an interwoven trilogy that discusses the silent revolution 
brought about by the New Deal planners. Even today, seeking 
respectability by using the innocuous title 1 'social engineer, 1 ’ 
these same parasites are attempting to remake America in the 
image of the European Welfare State. 

Garrett’s final essay, "Rise of Empire, 1 ’ is of particular 
importance. For he believes, as he attempts to prove in his bril¬ 
liant dissertation, that America has crossed the tenuous boundary 
that separates Republic and Empire, As in the case of the Roman 
Republic, which, according to historical concurrence, probably 
ended with ascension of Augustus Caesar, one cannot definitely 
point to a specific date when America's transformation oc¬ 
curred* For the advent of the Welfare State, white it chronicles 
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rh e rise of Empire, does not de facto record the death of 
lie. This is left for Garrett to do, and he does the j< 
thorough competence, 

"> Benjamin Gitlow: The Whole Of Their Lives 
(Scribners, N.Y.; 387 pages, $3.50) 

The former Secretary General 
the United States Commi 7 
with Communism almost thirty 
has devoted his life to 
Their Lives, Gitlow j 
doctrinaire intellectual y 
generation of American Communis: 
mative to this day. The book su 
answer to the inquisitive mind t 
puzzling attraction Communism 
Americans, as well 


and one of the founders of 
unist Party, Benjamin Gitlow broke 
years ago; and ever since he 
repairing his mistake. In The Whole Of 
recaptures the weird emotionalism and the 
—1 perversions that fashioned the first 

-im, and have remained for- 

The book supplies many an authoritative 
aat wants to understand the 
continues to exert on native 
as on immigrants from the Old World. 

Rosalie M. Gordon: NINE MEN AGAINST AMERICA 
(Devin-Adair, IV. Y.; 166 pages, $}.00) 

The most recent chapter of America’s decline into collec¬ 
tivism has been aptly called "Revolution Of And By The 

SUP 7,T C C ? U : t:> U K indeed P robable that the determined 
mcddlmg of that body in the political processes of this nation. — 
processes that are expressly reserved by the Constitution for the 
sovereign people aud its Congress — mill play a major role in the 
final overthrow of the American system. Miss Gordon, longtime 
research assistant to John T. Flynn, submits an excellent study 
of the nine Justices who, with the not-so-tacit approval of 
Eisenhower, have usurped a position of command in United 
States Politics It is almost unbelievable that men entrusted with 
so much real legal authority, as well as with power to seize more 
should be so totally devoid of legal training. Miss Gordon dis¬ 
cusses at length ’'the eighteen bright young men who serve 

“ tfK V h *° the iUsticeS ’’ and who ”<>l subject to 
the regular government security or loyalty checks.” Also Nine 
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Men Against America offers a succinct review , 
important Supreme Court decisions which have 
altered the law of the land. 


Government Printing Office: 

Communism In Action ($0.4S) 

The Communist Party As The Agent Of A Foreign 

Power 

100 Things You Should Know About Communism ($0.3 j) 
(G.P.O., Div. of Pub. Doc., Wash. 2J.) 

Qf the three branches of our g ove rnment^the Executive 
andjhejud iciary have proved to be pushovers for the Com ¬ 
munist penetraton. O nly t h e Le gislativehas, so far, fulfilled its 
Cg^g^^HtionaLob ligations — at least i nasmuBTarrh^Tpe^Al 

comtmttees_o^botliTisu^ sarecon C ern ed. For theT^t~t^^ 

years, these committees have been doing a first rate job of 
X-raying the enemy. The House Committee on Un-American 
Activities and the .Senate Commit tee on internal Secu rity hay e 
no^only made history (as in the Hiss caseKbut have also 
produced_somg_Qf^thgj Tios^ cogent educational prg^nr^j^ 
m print The three booklets listed above supply, in the shortest 
possible form (and at practically no expense to the reader I rke 


oLiort cne most pussmammous 
are supported hy^ the authority 
S which, next to the F .BT, over 
t sophisticated knowledge of the 


enemy. 
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America do not seek, at the moment, political power for them¬ 
selves, but they manage to obtain control over Latin-American 
nations by participating in ‘‘national-revolutionary" move¬ 
ments. In Bolivia’s case, the Kremlin achieved its goal through 
the MNR, an openly fascist group that combines an adoration 
of Peron with subservience to Moscow. This, to anyone who 
really knows the Communist mind, should come neither as a 
paradox nor as a surprise. The enormous facility in adjusting to 
special local circumstances has always been a Communist trump. 
Alberto Ostria Gutierrez, a former Foreign Minister of the "Tin 
Republic,” speaks for his suffering people with the quiet voice 
of superb knowledge. 

Friedrich A. Hayek: Capitalism And The Historians 
(University of Chicago, Chicago; 187 pages, Out of Print) 
The Road To Serfdom 

(University of Chicago, Chicago; 248 pages, $2.7J ) 

Like many a book which has been allowed to go out of 
print, Capitalism And The Historians is replete with historical 
and economic truths. One of the more interesting slants of 
English literature is the manner in which a handful of writers 
has misinterpreted the impact of capitalism upon society, 
Dickens in England, and the "Naturalists" in America who 
emulated Dreiser, are among those chiefly to be blamed 
for this falsification. For, although they were probably recording 
truthfully their own limited impressions, with the usual amount 
of writer’s hyperbole, each succeeding generation came to ac¬ 
cept their misinterpretations as universal truth. T. A. Ashton, 
in the section tided "The Treatment of Capitalism by the His¬ 
torians,” carefully examines the numerous fallacies. Analytic¬ 
ally, he shows how the Industrial Revolution, instead of causing 
"sweatshops" and intolerable conditions, actually enabled man 
to obtain a degree of freedom and comfort never before 
achieved in history. Without the Industrial Revolution most of 
the present socialists would never have acquired the leisure to 
condemn the Industrial Revolution. 
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When The Road To Serfdom was published (more than 
ten years ago) , the very shock it caused was significant as to 
the deep sickness of the age. For what Hayek undertook to show 
was simply the enduring validity of principles that were the 
universally accepted truths of yesterday. But to formulate 
them again in this "advanced age” was a revolutionary, if not 
a somewhat scandalous, act, Hayek, a spokesman for truly 
liberal economics, divested the modish tenets of Keynesian 
statism of their highfaluting phraseology, and viewed their 
social consequences. The road to serfdom, he showed, is being 
built by the "humanitarian” advocates of the Welfare State, 
rather than by the open enemies of free society. With the true 
scientists* respect for facts, Hayek cut through the verbiage of 
sentimentalism, and managed to restore sane social perspectives. 
The book is a powerful eye-opener to any young man who has 
studied economics only as seen in a socialist dream. 


Henry Hazlitt: Economics In One Easy Lesson 
(Harpers, N. Y.; 222 pages, $2-JO) 

Perhaps the finest compliment one could pay to an econo¬ 
mist, aside from praising his professional competence, would 
be to mention that he is an excellent writer. Henry Hazlitt is 
just that. Unlike those economists who — by a constant stream 
of repetition, verbosity and inanities — are unable to convey 
clearly their thoughts, Hazlitt is a paragon of writing brilliance. 
His chief forte is his ability to penetrate directly to the core of 
any problem, and examine it carefully f rom every possible angle. 
This enables him,-without ever resorting to far-fetched exam¬ 
ples, and without directly attacking any particular system, to 
puncture with devastating finality every known economic fal¬ 
lacy. The author, despite the bold title of his book, does not 
attempt to compress the complete history of economics into 
just twenty-four chapters. He does, however, manage to present 
one of the most concise surveys of the world's economic prob¬ 
lems. No other introductory economics book does this half so 
clearly or so well. 
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A. G. Heinsohn, Jr.: One Man’s Fight For. Freedom 
(The Caxton Printers, Ltd., Caldwell, Idaho; IS7 pages, $3.00) 
This is a moving and utterly delightful story of a personal 
experience — Mr. Heinsohn's bravely quixotic battle against the 
New Deal bureaucracy that was invading his private enterprise. 
He knows, of course, not only his own firm but also the working 
laws of economics, incomparably better than the small-time 
politicians who never stop running our economy. What makes 
Heinsohn’s book, in spite of its tragic subject, a happy experi¬ 
ence, is the terse good humor of his repartee, demonstrated in a 
never-ending war with Washingtonian stupidity and arrogance. 
In the course of his story, the author reduces the debate on mini¬ 
mum wages, parity, price control, federal income tax, and all 
the other jimmies in the hands of an absurd bureaucracy, to its 
quintessence — the question of destroying the capitalist system 


J t Edgar Hoover: MASTERS Or DEL>tti 
(Holt, N. Y.; 374 pages, $3.00) 

The. unmatched authority of J. Edgar Hoover* when it 
comes 


4c tm of subversion, has neve r been in ore 
this quiet book . It wottld^Twrottglo say 
that Hoover is unemotional; for mis man can never separate his 
patriotic feeling from bis deeds and his words. But Masters Of 
Deceit is addressed to rationality and reason, rather than fears . Jj 
the book scares, the reader, the credit for that achievement must 

go to the f acts au ^ - C0Il ~ 
sidered jud gments wh ich, the nation's best-informed anU- 
Communist presents in his sp lendid book. Hoover, by the way, 
does hot share the “optimism” of many an American who is 
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Frank Hughes; Prejudice And The Press 
( Devin-Adai f, N. Y.; 642 pages, $6.00} 

Nobody, not even the F.B.L* has the slightest idea how 
many card-carrying Communist Party members are among 
America's accredited newspaper editors, columnists, corres¬ 
pondents, and rc-write men. But no knowing observer of the 
contemporary American scene has any doubt that whole crucial 
segments of . the United States press perform as if they were 
staffed by the Communist Party's Central Committee. And this 
impression is by nu means created by occasional omissions and 
commissions — it is the inescapable conclusion that must be 
drawn from a prolonged study of the press in its day to day 
response to events. Frank Hughes, himself one of the country's 
great newspapermen, has refused to participate in the brother¬ 
hood of silence that prevents most of them from criticizing their 
trade in public. He presents, in Prejudice And The Pms, the 
carefully pondered results of his many years of sorrowfully ob¬ 
serving the uncanny manipulation of our "‘public opinion” in 
the interests of the conspiracy. 


Edward Hunter-: The Black Book On Red China 
(The Bookmaker, N, Y.; 172 pages, $2,00) 

The man who introduced the term "brainwashing” into 
the English language, in his earlier books on Red China, presents 
here the complete picture of the Mao regime — largely by the 
use of official Red pronouncements, reports and records. The 
Black Book on Red China , because of its completeness, is the 
most airtight case ever submitted against the admission of Com¬ 
munist China into the United Nations. For the Mao regime, in 
addition ro being the purest form of Communist dictatorship, 
is also the world's biggest criminal syndicate—in the most literal 
sense of the term. Its international smuggling of opium deriva¬ 
tives is carried on in the closest collaboration with professional 
crime syndicates all around the world. But the Red China 
Lobby will, of course, even after the publication of Hunter’s 
irrefutable facts, still continue its public relations work for Mao. 
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John jewkes: Ordeal By Planning 
(MacMillan, N, Y.; 248 pages, Out of Print) 

Very few Americans realize how fast Great Britain has 
advanced on the road to serfdom. And it would take powerful 
magnifying glasses to notice the difference in social philosophy 
between the statist policies of Britain’s "Conservative” Party 
and those of British Labor, At any rate, Jewkes* superior (and, 
in its fashion, very funny) book on the ordeals of planning is, 
without question, a standard work on the subject, even though 
its investigation is confined to the practices and theorems of the 
past British Labor Government, The author is equipped with a 
most sophisticated knowledge of economics, but he tempers his 
learning with a civilized erudition in most other areas of human 
conduct. He manages to double his effectiveness by using the 
elegant simplicity of the Queen’s English, A reader who has 
gone through the school of Mises and Hayek will find in Jewkes 
a most rewarding guide through the mess of "planning,” as it 
works out in reality, 

George R. Jordan; From Major Jordan's Diaries 
(The Bookmaker, N , Y.; 2S4 pages, $2.00) 

The author 3 $ wartime assignment was to expedite "Lend- 
Lease” supplies at military transportation bases, from which 
vast amounts of precious commodities were shipped to Soviet 
Russia — the sinews of the arrangements with which Franklin 
D. Roosevelt undertook to remake the world in his image , Major 
Jordan -— and this contributes to the persuasiveness and the 
charm of his "Diaries** — knew } when making his entries , very 
little about world politics in general and the sinister role of 
Harry Hopkins in particular , He simply jotted down what 
seemed to him noteworthy or strange at the time . Read with 
today*$ hindsight , his notes assume the importance of prima 
facie evidence for the schemes that have saved the Soviets from 
certain perdition* Among other things 3 these schemes supplied 
Russia with our "atomic secrets ” even before the first A-Bomb 
was dropped over Hiroshima. 
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James Jackson Kilpatrick: The Sovereign States 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago, Ill.; 344 pages, $5,00) 

The "liberal 55 press of the nation has largely succeeded in 
depicting the South as a political slum, an area of illiterate 
degeneracy and of "fascist 15 prejudices. OutjiL.tJhaJl^.Qulh_comes 
The Sovereign Siaizs+ Kilpatrick *s plea for the Southern posi¬ 
tion, that is by all odds the most civilized and most rationa l 
p olitical essay oithe las t several ye ars. It has been correctly said 
that Kilpatricks eloquence reaches that of John Calhoun; no 
greater compliment is conceivable in political writing. But The 
Sovereign States, beyond pleading for the South, is a profound 
discussion of the offensive Supreme Court decisions. Certainly 
it is on a higher and more learned level of legal comprehension 
and political thought than the mischievous statements of Earl 
Warren, 


Russell Kirk: The Conservative Mind 
(Henry Regnery* Chicago, Ill.,' 32J pages, $6.10) 
Though he is overly anxious to separate the economics of 
freedom from a conservative philosophy of social existence, 
which alone can guarantee the endurance of free man within 
social order, Russell Kirk ha s justifiably assumed the role of the 
arti culator ofJkmerican conservatism. The Conservative Mind, 
the best and most original of his many books, succeeds in giving 
the whole design of a genuinely conservative approach to the 
problems of our times, Kirk is perhaps less successful in claiming 
obviously "populist 55 trends of the American past as the vener¬ 
able sources of a conservative position today. But his occasion¬ 
ally excessive need for precedent and historic roots is, after all, 
in itself a characteristic of the conservative mind. The book 
is altogether one of t he finest^volume^ q£ political thought pub¬ 
lished in the last decade. 


Victor Kravchenko: I Chose Freedom 
(Scribner, N. Y>; 496 pages. Out of Print) 

'Books have their fate/ 5 contends an old * La tin proverb. 
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and Kravchenko's book had a very special fate. For reasons 
unknown to publishers, and inexplicable by critics, jf Chose 
Freedom was indubitably the most successful volume of the 
many rueful memories of Ex-Communists — and a success all 
around the world. Surely the books by Bentley, Borkenau, 
Budenz, Chambers, Gitlow, Serge and Souvarine contain far 
more substantial material, profounder thought and even 
greater amounts of suspense and adventure. And yet, Krav¬ 
chenko's book has swept through the world like a whirlwind. 
But though the discerning reader will give the better books their 
due, he will also appreciate the merits of Kravchenko’s. In fact, 
its very weakness is also its strength; that it was written by a 
man who had never achieved positions of importance in the 
Communist movement. Thus, J Chose Freedom contains the 
point of view, and the naivete, of a quite ordinary fellow, whose 
reactions and responses are very much like those of John Doe. 
There are those who contend that the Communist is an entirely 
new mutation of the species ‘man* 5 ; and there are others who 
claim that, in the last analysis, the Communist will behave 
exactly like everyone else. The latter will find much encourage- 
ment in J Chose Freedom . 


Walter Krivitzky: IN STALIN'S SECRET SERVICE 
(Harper , N. Y.; 273 pages, Out of Print) 

Twenty years ago , the chief of the Red Army's West 
European Secret Service " defected” — and In Stalin's Secret 
Service is the first installment of General Krivitzky* s report to 
the West . The second installment was never written # Shortly 
after his first hook was published, Krivitzky died under cir¬ 
cumstances that are still unexplained — allegedly a suicide y but 
without doubt the most unlikely case of self-destruction on 
record . The book he left behind is a treasure of original informa¬ 
tion> It is also a document of remarkable political insight. For 
instance , Krivitzky*s discussion of the Stalm-Hitler alliance 
stands up, af ter twenty years , as the last word on the identity 
of Nazism and Communism . 
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Erik von Kuehneit-Leddihn: Liberty Or Equality 
(Caxton, Caldwell, Idaho; 3 95 pages, $6*00) 

What makes the anti-collectivist so ineffective in this 
country is the defensive tone of his conventional arguments* 
The United States anti-collectivist invariably suffers from the 
troubled suspicion that the Welfare State position is "nobler” 
and "more Christian*” But in historic truth, it has always been 
the anti-collectivist position that secured liberty; and it was 
always the inexorable function of equalitarian collectivism to 
destroy it. Kuehneit-Leddihn assembles an imposing array of 
evidence for the moral and intellectual superiority of the anti- 
collectivist cause over fraudulent equal!tananism. Liberty Or 
Equality presents the quintessence of the most relevant political 
thought of the last two centuries; and yet, it is written with 
the basic simplicity of a writer in complete control of his 
material, of a scholar so thorough that he can make his thoughts 
crystal-clear* 


Arthur Bliss Lane: I Saw Poland Betrayed 
/ (Bobbs-Merrill, Indianapolis; 344 pages. Out of Print) 
The author was United States Ambassador to the Govern¬ 
ment of Poland, during the two years immediately after World 
War II* Roosevelts State Department assumed him to be one 
of the obedient career-diplomats who would "go along,” And 
so the State Department, in dealing with and through Lane, 
made no bones about shameless support of Stalin's "Lublin 
Gang,” in its treacherous and brutal conversion of Poland into 
a Soviet satellite. But the Ambassador was a patriot and a man of 
honor* He fought the betrayal with courage and skill, but to no 
avail* He then resigned from the service, and sacrificed his per¬ 
sonal career, to tell the American people of the treason and 
dishonor he had personally witnessed* His book should have 
shocked and rocked the United States from top to bottom* 
Actually the Communist influences were already so strong that 
it didn’t create a ripple. But it remains extremely revealing 
history, even today* 
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Victor Lasky and Ralph de Toledano: SEEDS OF TREASON 
(Funk & Wagnails, N . Y,; 270 pages , Out of Print) 

Two competent reporters investigated , even before Cham¬ 
bers wrote his definitive Witness, the hidden but immense 
implications of the complex Hiss case , They emerged with a 
first-class feat of ™ engaged** journalism , Seeds of Treason, by 
following faithfully the leads of available evidence , presents the 
story of Alger Hiss in its proper dimensions — as the story 
of Communist traitors operating at the very heart of the 
United States Government. Crowded with exciting facts > the 
book records the developments of the unforgettable Chambers- 
Hiss duet , play by play ; and it will doubtless serve t in the future, 
as a prime source of intelligent information about two momen¬ 
tous American decades . 


Lin Yutang: The Vigil Of A Nation 
(John Day, N, Y,; 262 pages, $3*00) 

A distinguished and witty man of American letters, Lin 
Yutang has also remained a Chinese in his love for the true 
glories of eternal China, in his concern for the private dimen¬ 
sions of human existence, and in his realistic sense for the intri¬ 
cacies of political scheming in the Orient, He has returned 
to the vast ness of the Chinese orbit several times since 194$, to 
the mainland as well as to Formosa, and he met the politically 
decisive men in that area on grounds of intimacy no Westerner 
can ever dream of achieving, Lin Yutang is firmly on Chiang 
Kai-shek’s side. With a poets faculty of compassionately 
identifying himself with other lives, Lin Yutang succeeds in 
mobilizing the emotions, and the critical acumen, of his Ameri¬ 
can reader on the side of crucified Chinese freedom. 


Elinor Lipper; Eleven Years In Soviet Prison Camps 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago, Ill.; 370 pages, $3,50) 

A young Communist girl, a refugee from Hitler Ger¬ 
many, leaves her Swiss haven for a pilgrimage to Moscow, the 
center of her Utopian dreams. And before she has time to lose 
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her illusions, in day by day exposure to “normal” Soviet life, 
she is caught in the convulsions of Stalin’s great "purge/' From 
there on, Elinor Lipper moves for unendurably long years from 
one Soviet concentration camp for women to the next. Her 
factual observations, on the subhuman routine of that ordeal, 
are enhanced by the fact that Miss Lipper, at the time she wrote 
her book, was by do means cured from her Utopian ideas. Re¬ 
ported by a mind that still seems in agreement with the Com¬ 
munist goals, the minutiae of living in Soviet labor camps 
attain a revealing impact that goes far beyond anything the 
author may have intended. 


7 Eugene Lyons: Assignment In Utopia 
(Harcourt, N, Y.; 65 8 pages, Out of Print) 

The Red Decade 

(Bobbs-Merrill, Indianapolis, 425 pages, Out of Print) 
Almost a generation ago, Assignment in Utopia was the 
harbinger of a change in America’s political climate. An Ameri¬ 
can foreign correspondent in Moscow, himself a graduate from 
New York’s Party schools and literary salons, came home to say 
good-by to his daydreams. Eugene Lyons has since grown in 
stature and abilities, but Assignme nt in Utopia r etains the, 
rare qualities, of a truly formative book, and it has not be en 
surpassed by any succeeding case-history o f d isillusionment. 
Extremely interesting are the pages telling about the hectic and 
increasingly frustrated life of a United States correspondent 
in Moscow who* mingling with the mighty, learns about the 
regime’s corruption at its very core. The unforgettable portrait 
of the cynical Walter Duranty, the New York Times repre¬ 
sentative in Moscow, who was admittedly falsifying his "author¬ 
itative” dispatches, pictures the archtype of the arrogant 
egghead who utilizes to the utmost his monopoly over the means 
of democratic communications. The exuberance of the author 
makes even this tale of disenchantment a vitalizing experience. 
Written more than ten years after Assignment in Utopia f 
The Red Decade tells an even weirder story than the tale of the 
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decHne and fall of juvenile dreams in Soviet Russia, Namely* the 
rise and triumph of Communism among the $5,000-a-week 
proletarians* and the powerful editorial executives, in New 
York's publishing jungle. From about the middle thirties to the 
middle forties, these two centers of control over all United 
States communication industries were virtually captives of the 
Communist Party, Once more, Lyons, in a genuine "scoop/' 
anticipated the exposes that were to follow in the early fifties 
(for instance, in the meritorious "Red Channels'*), Of particu¬ 
lar value is the author's penetrating interpretation of the com- 
pulsions that turn overpaid American entertainers into spokes¬ 
men for "the toiling masses." 
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Joe R. McCarthy: AMERICA’S RETREAT FROM VICTORY 
(Devin-Adair, N. Y.; 188 pages , $2,7 5 ) 

In the bloody scrap the late Senator was forced into , during 
the all too short years of bis public life, very few Americans 
noticed how much earnest study, intellectual concern and real 
research effort were going into his labors, America's Retreat 
From Victory, read today t will strike even the best-informed 
student of contemporary affairs as an astonishingly mature, 
superbly well-argued and completely up-to-date summary of 
some of the darkest chapters of recent American history . It 
centers , of necessity, on the role General Marshall played in 
shaping a disastrous grand strategy during the tvar, and in mak¬ 
ing the first few post-war years a period of continued subservi¬ 
ence to Stalin’s bid for world control . Whether or not Marshall 
was conscious of what he was doing is beside the point. That 
everything he did was tailor-made to fit into the grand strategy 
of Communism is proved in America's Retreat From Victory* 
and will be clearly understood by all future historians . 


Josef Mackiewicz: The Katyn Wood Murders 
(Hollis & Carter, Lodon; 252 pages, Out of Print) 
Towards the end of the last war, the corpses of thousands 
of Polish officers and soldiers were found in mass graves near 
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the Polish town of Katyn, which had been kept occupied first 
by the Nazis and then by the Soviets* The Communists (and the 
"U* S. Office of War Information”) tried to finagle the world 
into the assumption that these helpless Polish war prisoners were 
murdered by the Nazis* But an on-the-spot official investi¬ 
gation, carried out by the legitimate Polish Government, proved 
beyond doubt that the Soviets, determined to take over Poland 
after the war, had slaughtered the elite of the Polish army who 
had confidently sought refuge among their Russian "allies/" For 
some years, the mighty world-wide coalition of Communists 
and "liberals” suppressed the ghastly truth- But the indefatig¬ 
able efforts of Polish patriots and, wc are proud to say, of a 
special Committee of the United States House of Representa¬ 
tives, have since established, to the satisfaction of the most 
reluctant umpires, that the Katyn slaughter was a premeditated 
Soviet deed, entirely within the framework of "social planning,” 
Mackiewicz’s book presents the fiendish record with the accur¬ 
acy of a police blotter* 

Chesly Manley: Tire Twenty Year Revolution 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago, Ill*; 272 pages, Out of Print) 

It should, by now, be obvious that the election of Franklin 
IX Roosevelt, in 1932, was not just another episode in America’s 
continuous history, but the beginning of a genuine revolution* 
Twenty-five years after the event, the nation — in its physical 
structure as well as in its mind—is hardly recognizable to those 
old timers who still can remember a pre-Rooseveltian America. 
Manley, one of the Chicago Tribunes ablest alumni, has seen 
the revolution unfold from the ringside seat of a national 
correspondent. But he is innocent of the newspapermen’s occu¬ 
pational disease — the wisecracking cynicism that considers 
everything and everybody to be just an ephemeral bubble of 
no consequence. Manley has an historian’s instincts for the 
decisive moments and the momentous acts that change a nation’s 
destiny. In other words, he takes politics seriously- And, out 
of his lively recollection of twenty revolutionary years in 
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United States politics, arises an authentic picture of the stresses 
and strains that are America’s burden today. 

David Martin: ALLY BETRAYED 
(^e-Hall, N.Y.; 372 pages, Out of Print) 

JT 7 J «A r **.* 00k tQ be P ublished in this country, on the 
Commu* ill betra T d ° f Uihailnvich > and th e emergence of a 
Ma7ZTfir l S ; ’ ^ ° f Yu *° davia > * siil1 & best. 

vZr JTtTnT7 ]0 makei bh book > «** tod *y> 

advnrlf a Depariment Propaganda glorifies Tito as an 
advocate of democracy, an indispensable source for anybody 

vjho insists on forming his own intelligent view of world affairs 
bari°Z t he d T h l° f treaSOnand deceit *° ™hich our State De- 

L,„»lZZ ‘ y " n ^ ^ Uk ‘ ° V!r 

ZTSTT* MikoIa iczyk: The Rape Of Poland 
(Whittlesey House, N. Y.; 3 J2 pages, Out of Print) 

Bliss LnUVs C °p7 b0 " tl0n ° f ’/ nd CounCer P art to, Arthur 

Mnisterof F pf'f the last Prime 

Minister of Free Poland, was himself the central target of the 

m n eS which Lane rfi P° rts f tom the United 
; perspective. In The Rape of Poland, Mikol- 

whlh\f n X ^7° lnh V ’ eW of the political assassination in 
which the United States Government participated. What makes 

his evidence so depressing is the fact (rather nobly understated 
in Mikolajczyk’s book) that the United States Government 
knew all the time that selling Mikolajczyk down the river was 
also tantamount to selling short America’s vital interests^ 
urope. So that in Poland’s case, Roosevelt’s diplomacy did not 
even have the usual excuse of "I didn’t know it was loaded ’’ 
They knew all right; and Mikolajczyk knew that they knew 
Which is one of the reasons why his book is of invaluable help 
m studying the great sell-out that started under the name of 
New Deal, contmued as Fair Deal, and is finishing the job 
nowadays under the name of "Modern Republicanism ” 
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Ludwig von Mises: HUMAN ACTION 
(Yale U. Press, New Haven; 889 pages, $10) 

A prevailing Marxian slant and an irresponsible jargon 
have brought social sciences into ill repute. But the height of 
thought and depth of insight they can reach, if pursued with 
the scholarly tools of reason, is demonstrated by the life-work 
of Ludwig von Mises. For more than fifty years, Professor 
Mises has kept his place in the front rank of economists, and 
Human Action may well be the summary of his labors. Since 
the beginning of the century, Miles has fought the ascendency 
of Socialism with the most forceful intellectual weapons used 
in that decisive battle. In Human Action, he goes far beyond 
the circumscribed reasoning of pure economics to survey the 
whole complex mechanism of human motivations, human ambi¬ 
tions and foibles, inasmuch as they determine social conduct. 
The result is a book that becomes richer with every new reading. 




Alan Moorehead: The Traitors 
(Scribners, N. Y.; 216 pages, Out of Print) 

This has been called "The Age of Treason,” and the readi¬ 
ness of innumerable fanatics to betray their country — not 
even for pay, but out of a sick devotion to "ideal” — has 
indeed become one of the major characteristics of our times. 
Only a small fraction of the active traitors has ever been caught 
— and of this fraction, only a few have achieved notoriety. 
And yet, a sober understanding of the motive-forces that push 
those "idealistic” traitors should seem indispensable, if we are 
successfully to defend our society. Moorehead’s book gives a 
good digest of such typical cases as those of Fuchs, the Rosen- 
bergs, and the Canadian spy-ring, and he attempts an evaluation 
of the personality types involved. In his effort to keep the 
"moderation” of a journalist, trained in the British understate¬ 
ment, Moorehead, perhaps, leans backward too far. He may 
also lack the required inside knowledge of the very special 
psychological conditions that prevail in the underworld of the 
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intimate kn owledge of the Open conspiracy . Mor ris’ essen tial 
par t in uncov ering t he visible s eg ment of the iceberg As sl jnafter- 
o f publij necord. In No Wonder We Are Losing, Judge Morris 
has a chance to use the judiciousness and the mature, evaluative 
powers that ha v e^dJwaysieejvthe eaimaiks of Ms investigating 
activi ties. E very word Morris writes is soaked with experience 
a nil backed, up fry incontr overtible^ e vidence. Therefore , it is no 
wonder that an undertone of profound pessimism permeates 


Communist "apparatus." Nonetheless, his book remains the 
most competent summary of the famous spy cases that have 
begun to teach this country the fundamental facts of life, in 
order that it might survive in the same world with Communism. 


Ben Moreell; The Admiral’s Log 
(Intercollegiate Society of Individualists, Phila.; 176 pages, 
$1 paper, $2 cloth) 

The theme of Admiral Moreell's book can be succinctly 
summed up in just one word: liberty. For while almost everyone 
proclaims that he is for liberty (even, of course, the Commun¬ 
ist) , Admiral Moreell explains how the great majority of people 
militate against its success. Drawing upon the lessons of history 
as a guide, Moreell explains the inevitable consequences of stat- 
ism. Our Constitution, designed to protect the destruction 
of individual national rights at the hands of government, has 
been disastrously misused and misinterpreted. The State, origin¬ 
ally formed to protect man from his fellow man, has become 
a tyrannical instrument of oppression. Moreell believes that only 
by reducing the size of government to an absolute minimum, 
while at the same time stripping it of its omnipotence, can man 
ever hope to be truly free. 


Robert Morris: NO WONDER WE ARE LOSING 
(The Bookmailer, N. Y.; 238 pages, $2.30) 

Judge Morris was„ far many eventful y^arSj the Counsel 
General of the Senate’s Committee, an Internal Securityj and 
there is hardly a place in America where one can acquire a more 
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the book . judge Morris knows only too well (though he does 
not always tell), how even the Senate's investigatory efforts 
are constantly hampered and counteracted by the Administra¬ 
tion. We are losing because we keep electing helpmates of collect¬ 
ivism. This is the moral of this important book 
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John A, O’Brien; Thunder From The Left 
{Our Sunday Visitor Press, Huntington, Ind.; 338 pages, 

Out of Print) 

A fellow of Oxford University and a student of Marxism 
even before World War I, John A. O’Brien views in his book 
the naked reality of Communism in the heat of actual revolu¬ 
tion. To him, no aspect of Communism is more important than 
its denial of Christian ethics. O’Brien centers his book on the 
Communist "Anti-God Front,” and depicts the breakdown of 
moral law and human restraint wherever Communism had a 
chance to perform in the raw — in Russia, in Mexico, in Poland, 
but above all, in Spain. In one chapter after another, relent* 
lessly and with massive documentation, O’Brien takes the 
"liberal” veils off the orgy of beastliness that tragically engulfed 
Spain in the thirties. 


James O’Neal and G* A* Werner: American Communism 
(Dutton, N. Y.; 41 6 pages, Out of Print) 

A few million Americans have, since 1919, been first 
attracted and then repelled by the Communist Party of Ameri¬ 
ca. Though it is, like every other Communist Party, beyond 
reform in all fundamental beliefs and commitments, the C. P, 
of A., during the first forty years of its existence, has gone 
through the processes of tear and wear, even of wavering and 
doubts. Today, hardened by four decades of rat-race fpr Mos¬ 
cow’s graces, the cadres of American Communism still show the 
imprints of past factional feuds. These tactical disputes are 
significant for all sectarian, fanatical organizations —- and for 
none more than a party that is organized like a state within the 
state. O’Neal’s and Werner’s American Communism , though 
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it does not cover the recent past, is a competent introduction 
into this weird world of faith and feuds, of hatreds-within- 
hatreds, of the stresses within a structure that, despite all this, 
remains monolithic. 


Herbert Philbrick: I Led Three Lives 
(McGraw, N. Y.; 323 pages, $3.30) 

Thanks to nation-wide TV exploitation, the essential plot 
of Philbrick s unique experience has become almost as well 
known as "I Love Lucy”: A patriotic American accepts the 
burden of working clandestinely for the F. B. L, by playing the 
role of a dedicated Communist-activist and, at the risk of his 
life, reporting to the F.B.L what he learns. But there is more in 
Phil brick’s book than just its exciting plot. P hilbrick (who, f or 
ye an after rhe pu b li c a tion of his Jgppjt^ran one of the c ountry’s 
best-info r med syndicated columns on subversiv e ^activities), 
h as studied the inner w or kings of the CommnniV 
w ith great shrewdness, and has mastered the Party 


_’s code of 

"Aesopian language.” Not only is _he able t o translate and de- 
c ipher the tricky lingo of Communism, but he is able, as well, 
to interpret the disingenuous osciUatidns^ojrthe "Party line ." in 
terms recognizable to the native American mind. 


From their headquarters in Moscow, Soviet secret agents 
the hatchet-men of the NKVD — have blazed a world-wide 
trail of murder and assassination. Often posing as Communist 
diplomats or reporters, these terrorists have performed their acts 
of violence while protected by international immunity. Guen¬ 
ther Reinhardt, formerly a Special Employee of the FBI, and 
formerly Control Investigator of the U. S. Counter Intelligence 
Corps, discusses at length how these agents have managed to 
carry out their activities without arousing public attention. Not 
only does he discuss murders which have astounded the entire 
world — such as the Trotsky assassination in Mexico — but he 
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also provides damaging new evidence against the assassins , From 
the American occupation zone of Germany to the "soft under¬ 
belly of the U> S. A,” (Guatemala) j the Communists are busily 
preparing for the enslavement of mankind. It is an extremely 
frightening picture r and Reinhardt presents it in alt its macabre 
detail ■ 

Wellington Roe; Juggernaut 
(Lippincott, Philadelphia; 37f pages, Out of Print) 

One of the anomalies of Juggernaut is that the author, 
even after years of exposure to unionist goon tactics, remains 
a friend of trade unions. This, perhaps, explains how Wellington 
Roe is able to write an entirely objective study of union corrupt 
tion and hooliganism. Indeed, the irony of the book is that it 
is intended to present the problems of union members, in their 
dealings with leaders who too frequently care not at all about 
the welfare of the rank and file. While it records in considerable 
detail the history of American unionism, and affords interesting 
portraits of major labor leaders, past and present, Juggernaut 
is particularly valuable for the way in which it exposes Com¬ 
munism within the American labor movement. It is, in fact, 
probably the truest record available, aside from governmental 
committee reports, of that very serious problem. 

E. Merrill Root: Brainwashing In The High Schools 
(Devin-Adair, N, Y.; 277 pages, $4-50) 
Collectivism On The Campus 
(Devin-Adair, N. Y.; 417 pages,,$4,00) 

When the spectacle of George Orwelfs 19Z4 finally 
becomes a reality in America, we will not have to ask how it 
was possible. The answer, twenty-five years before Orwell’s 
imaginary date, is already painfully clear. One has only to open 
a high school history book (now, thanks to our ''progressive 
educators/’ called a “social studies” book) to observe how much 
socialistic propaganda is being fed to Johnny. Not directly, of 
course, but under that catch-all phrase, "democracy.” (Democ- 
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racy being, in liberal j ^ 

In this book Root, an Indiana o 
way, one of the 
typical American histi 
Evanston, Illinois high school. He 
ined the texts used in t’ 1__ 
the eleven high school books, while sup_. 
virtues of America s political antecedents, 
munist schools’ books—heavily in favor < 

Even if an American *■- 

cation in public and high schools, with 
carusm still left in him, the real hurdle 
ahead of him. For there, statism is in 
the philosophy of collective; 

On The Campus, Root [ 
picture of an educational situation that < 
age children will find familiar. At a time when 
« to receive the final and most 
career, the young American is c ^ 
unyielding Socialistic bias. Root’s an 
places, is the definitive book 
college to collectivism; just as 
Schools is 


jargon, another name .for collectivism.) 

ollege professor (and, by the 
nation’s most gifted poets), examines eleven 
ory textbooks, used during 19S6 in an 
—'■ might just as well have exam- 
the Lenin School of Political Warfare. For 
iperficially extolling the 
—>> are—like the Com- 
of statism. 

youngster survives "progressive edu- 
-i some traces of Ameri- 
— college — is yet 
complete command, and 
im reigns supreme. In Collectivism 
presents a carefully researched, over-all 
—- every parent of college- 

- - 1 a young person 

decisive stimuli for a life’s 
again exposed to a monolithic, 
alysis, naming names and 
on the surrender of the American 
. Brainwashing In The High 

can k- k u , "‘T stud y of ^ capitulation of the Ameri- 
bigh schools to that same deadly social cancer. 

Edward J. Kozek: ALLIED WARTIME DIPLOMACY 
(Wiley, N.Y.; 481 pages, $6.95) 

Ussor Rozek, a teacher of political science at the Uni- 
tved through the fall of his native 
Wartime Diplomacy are taken from 

- . and from 

Mikolajczyk. In 
same grounds as Miko - 
■~’s unforgettable I Saw 
■etrayed. But the invaluable original contribution of 
udy is the scholarly presentation of the methods with 


via °l^°: orado > has through the fall of his 
Poland. The facts in Allied Wartime Diplomacy are t ' 

the official documents of the Free Polish Government , 
the private files of former Prime Minister 
subject matter, the book covers the j 
lajcyzk’s memoirs, and Arthur Bliss Lane’t 
Poland Betrayed. 'But the ' ’ 

Rozek’s si 
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which Churchill and Roosevelt were pushed by Stalin’s boys into 
their shameful surrender . The masterful factuality with which 
Rozek discusses even such blood-curling crimes as the Katyn 
Massacre 7 and the Soviet betrayal of Bor-KomorowskT$ Polish 
Home Army , is a measure of his superior knowledge and 
scholarship . 


Augustin Rudd: Bending The Twig 
(The Bookmaker, N. Y,; 304 pages s $3*9 5) 

In this book, Colonel Rudd presents a fully documented 
record of the people and the methods that have bent our whole 
educational system to serve the purposes of Socialist conformity. 
He contends that “we have already lost the battle for engineer¬ 
ing manpower/' and he can show overwhelming evidence to 
back up his contention. But while that particular result of our 
fallacious educational policy is especially conspicuous, in the 
face of Soviet Russia's immense technological advance of late, 
it is only a tiny part of the tremendous general loss we have 
sustained as a result of our national fascination with “progres¬ 
sive education, 1 ' And Rudd's book assesses the total loss. 

Wolfgang P. von Schmertzing (editor and translator): 

Outlawing The Communist Party 
(The Bookmailer, N, Y.; 227 pages, $5,00) 

Contrary to the coddling of Communists by our Supreme 
Court, the Federal Constitutional Court of the West German 
Bundesrepubtik has outlawed the Communist Party, Its verdict 

— a political document of great perspicuity and trenchant logic 

— demolishes the “liberal" argument that a democracy must 
protect even the Communist's “right" to subvert democracy. 
The German Constitutional Court, whose verdict denied the 
sworn enemies of democracy the guarantees of the new German 
Constitution, showed much more legal lucidity and democratic 
comprehension than the outpourings of our own Supreme 
Court, Americans may now enviously look at the maturity of 
the young German Republic. 
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Leopold Schwarzs child: 

KARL MARX: THE RED PRUSSIAN 
(Universal Library, N, Y.; 422 pages, $1.6$) 

Marx is clearly one of those rare human figures who left his 
mark on a mtlleniuvt, But what made the man the hurricane he 
was} lii our time, Marx has been sanctified even by his critics . 
Devout Christian philosophers and theologians like M art tain 
and Tillich, not to speak of Niebuhr and Toynbee, treat Marx, 
the philosopher and humanist/* with awe and reverence , Leo¬ 
pold S chwarzschild, an eminent German writer (who died only 
a few years ago), has rescued the real Marx from under the 
mountains of laurels and wreaths . The man , the writer, the 
thinker, the politician, the conspirator, the pseudo-scientist, the 
husband, the friend, the deadbeat, the ludicrously wrong proph¬ 
et, the bigot, the racialist, and the misanthrope who emerges 
from this thoroughly documented biography, will be a shock 
to all worshippers of a brazen fraud, committed by several 
generations of **educators " 


Victor Serge: Russia Twenty Years After 
(Pioneer Publishers, N. Y,; 298 pages, $3.*0) 

Serges break with Communism m the thirties was a bad 
blow to Moscow, because he had always been particularly 
beloved by the Party, and had been a popular protagonist of 
Communism in Western Europe* A Frenchman of Russian 
descent, he had the unmistakable talents of a genuine writer 
and the poet s force of communication* When he realized the 
montrosity of his mistake, he put these very favorable qualities 
to work in several moving books, which he published after his 
break with the Party* Russia Twenty Years After, though 
touched with the nostalgia of a man who has not yet understood 
the Socialistic roots of the Communist malady, remains one of 
the most impressive settlements of a former Communist with 
those who betrayed his illusions. It is a telling confrontation of 
Communist reality with the "ideological” chimeras that keep 
plaguing the intellectuals of the world* 
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David Shub: Lenin 

(Doubleday, N. Y,; 438 pages, Out of Print) 

This is, astonishingly enough, the only competent biog¬ 
raphy written by an opponent of Bolshevism. David Shub, a 
Russian scholar and journalist who himself belonged to the 
"Mensheviks” (the Social-Democratic opposition to Lenin's 
Bolshevik faction), has integrated the figure of Lenin with the 
obscure background of the shadowy revolutionary movement 
in Russia. The result is a convincingly reduced figure of a man 
"Certainly not the epochal genius that has become an accepted 
bit of folklore throughout the West, It is not at all Shub’s inten¬ 
tion to belittle the shrewdness, the ruthlessness and the effective¬ 
ness of the founder of the Communist church. But for the 
readers of Shub’s fact-bulging biography, Lenin will never 
again have claims to intellectual greatness, or even to originality. 


> W. Cleon Skousen: THE NAKED COMMUNIST 

(Ensign , Salt Lake City; 34 3 pages, $6.00) 

Chief of police of Salt Lake City , a lawyer and for many 
years an associate of the F.B.L, Skousen felt the need of a dedi¬ 
cated law enforcement officer to comprehend the determined 
foes of the society he had sworn to protect , And so he wrote 
the book he could not find in any library — a book on "the rise 
of the Marxist Man” For the Communist , to Skousen , is not 
simply a heretic of our civilization. He is "homo-Marxian ” an 
altogether new mutation of the human species^ "perfectly sin¬ 
cere in his announcement that (he) proposes to become the 
ultimate governor and god of the earth and then the universe ** 
With considerable research that covers the last one hundred 
years , Skousen investigates the intellectual fountainheads of 
modern Communism , the early stages of the Soviet Kevolution } 
and the contemporary advances of International Communism . 
The study culminates in a realistic discussion of the C ommunist 
time -tab le for t he conquest of the whole world . What mak es 
fiossiNF The r ealizati on of that time -ta ble, set for 1970 . is. in 
SfiB usetPs opinion , "the West's passion for peace” 
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Mortimer Smith: And Madly Teach 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago* Ill.; 107 pages, $2.75) 

No hoax in modern history has been so scandalously suc¬ 
cessful as the triumph of "progressive education” in America. 
Two or three generations of "educators,” spiritually formed in 
the image of John Dewey and mass-produced on the standard¬ 
ized breeding grounds of Teachers College* are responsible for 
a momentous change in the American character. What has been 
going on in the United States schools for the past fifty years 
will finally prove more fatal to the preservation of American 
principles than all the legislation of the New Deal-Fair Deal, 
and all the statist intervention in our economy. Mortimer Smith 
analyzes the intellectual pretensions of the "progressive” educa¬ 
tor with mordant wit and a superior erudition that, in itself, 
is telling evidence against the fraudulent claims of the Dewey- 
ites, 

Boris Souvarine: Staun 
(Alliance, N* Y,; 690 pages. Out of Print) 

One of the earliest leaders of the French Communist Party, 
and an important officer of the Comintern in Lenin’s and 
Sinovicv’s days, Boris Souvarine — for the last thirty years a 
determined anti-Communist — is a living encyclopaedia on all 
things Communist, By training and vocation a scholar, he has 
written, in Stalin } by far the best volume on the subject — a 
volume satiated with heady information, merciless in tart judg¬ 
ment, and infinitely useful. Souvarine, who quite rightly sees 
in this book the crowning achievement of his life, keeps 
perfecting it in every new edition. But whichever edition you 
happen to obtain, you will be indebted to this standard work 
for unexpected insights — even though there remains in Stalin 
(and its author) an undercurrent of admiration for Lenin, 
whose heritage, in Souvarine’s eyes, Stalin "corrupted/ 1 Actu¬ 
ally, of coursfe, Stalin was Lenin’s perfectly faithful disciple and, 
some special flavors of his own private lunacy notwithstanding, 
all of Stalin's policies were the logical outgrowth of Lenin’s 
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concepts* But in spite of this objectionable overtone, Souvarine’s 
Stalin remains one of the truly essential books of the age* 


Herbert Spencer: THE MAN VERSUS THE STATE 
(Caxton; Caldwell, Idaho; 213 \pages, $2 JO) 

Why is it> asked Spencer in 1884, that man — unable to 
manage his zvife, his children) his servants or himself —- is so 
certain he can satisfactorily manage embodied humanity? Is 
there not, he inquired, a marvelous incongruity in this assump¬ 
tion? In The Man Versus The State, the great philosopher 
discussed this problem at length, pausing just long enough to 
denude some currently fashionable sophism. The evil of taxation 
has never been more clearly seen, nor more accurately defined) 
than when Spencer equated it with slavery * Slavery, he said, 
exists when effort is compulsively expended for the benefit of 
another, instead of for self-benefit* It is not the practice of 
slavery which sometimes bothers legislators, but merely the 
degree to which it is applied , Albert Jay Nock, editor of this 
edition and himself a disciple of Spencer, also enunciated this 
danger of oppression , in his own perceptive study. Our Enemy 
The State* 


William Graham Sumner: 

What Social Classes Owe To Each Other 
(Caxton, Caldwell, Idaho; 145 pages, $1.25) 

Now that the civil libertines and "do-gooders* 5 inhabit the 
land like a swarm of locusts, William Graham Sumner’s book, 
although published in 1 883, takes on'added importance. It was 
his honest conviction, perspicuously supported by his acute 
arguments, that these social charlatans are a menace to society. 
The greatest function man can perform is to care for himself, 
making certain that he exercises prudence, economy, industry 
and sound judgment. Social meddlers not only leave their own 
business unattended, but they impertinently interfere in the 
affairs of others. Like amateur physicians, the social charlatans 
always begin with the question of remedies, without any knowl- 
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edge or concern with the anatomy or physiology of society. 
Under liberty, it is inevitable that some will profit eagerly 
by the chances offered, while others will neglect them altogeth¬ 
er* Therefore, concluded Sumner, the greater the opportunity 
for success, the more unequal will be the fortunes of the two sets 
of men* Because each man is free to create his own success, this 
is both proper and just* This study, by a Professor of Political 
Science at Yale of three generations ago, is if anything more 
timely today than when it was written, 

/ Charles Callan Tansilh Back Door To War 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago, III,; 690 pages, $6*50) 

If there is today hardly a doubt that Roosevelt had, in 
conscious violation of his pledge, deliberately taken the Ameri¬ 
can people into the last war, our gratitude for such clarification 
goes to a small group of “revisionist** historians — and particu¬ 
larly to Professor Tansill. At a time when merely to raise the 
question of Roosevelt's Pearl Harbor schemes meant to take 
one*s life in his hands, Tansill worked through heaps of docu¬ 
ments to distill the essential evidence. His Back Door To War 
remained unanswerable, in spite of all the character assassination 
that immediately set in against its author, simply because it was 
based on unanswerable evidence. His conclusions are, today, 
almost commonplace: Roosevelt “planned it that way/' But his 
courage in speaking the truth remains as memorable as the 
fiery scholarship that he put to work, in order to unearth the 
facts, 

Edward Teller (with Albert L, Latter): Our Nuclear Future 
(Criterion, N. Y.; 184pages, $3 JO) 

Professor Teller, the “father of the H-Bomb/* may have 
been a party to the cabal of the Eisenhower Administration that 
keeps trying to put the American public in a permanent state 
of crisis — a mental attitude that allows the statist bureaucracy 
to expand perpetually. But Teller is also the only one among the 
nation's leading nuclear scientists who is motivated by anti- 
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Communist urgency, as well as by a scientist’s ambitions. In 
Our Nuclear Future , Teller (with the aid of Dr. Latter) per¬ 
forms, the tremendous service of annihilating the hysterical 
"arguments” of our fellow-travelling "nuclear statesmen," 
whose goal is the atomic disarmament of the United States and 
the subsequent surrender to World Communism. Teller takes 
those "arguments," one by one, and simply gives the measurable 
facts on "the deadly perils of fall-out,” "the danger of biological 
mutations,” and all the other alarums with which the "disen¬ 
gagement” crowd is trying to scare the United States public 
into a panicky appeasement of the Soviet Union. The confron¬ 
tation of gossip with fact is devastating for the brotherhood of 
Robert Oppenheimer. 

Robert A. Theobald: , 

THE FINAL SECRET OF PEARL HARBOR 
(Devin-Adair, N. Y.; 202 pages, $3.50) 

Rear Admiral Kimmcl, the scapegoat for the catastrophe 
of Pearl Harbor, and Fleet Admiral William II. Halsey vouch , 
in two concise forewords, for the competence and the author¬ 
ity of the author who, on December 7, 1941, was Commander 
of the Destroyer Battle Force at Pearl Harbor. The story Rear 
Admiral Theobald unfolds may well be the definitive answer 
to all questions that have been raised in connection with the sac¬ 
rifice of the Pacific U. S. Fleet by the Roosevelt administration, 
to a Japanese attack that could have been prevented. Theobald 
undertakes to prove that, "by holding a weak Pacific Fleet in 
Hawaii as an invitation to a surprise attack, and by denying the 
Commander of that Fleet the information which might have 
caused him to render that attack impossible, President Roosevelt 
brought war to the United States on December 7, 1941.” The 
Admiral supports this enormous indictment with crushing evi¬ 
dence which he presents with the skill of a superior investigator. 
Having served as Admiral KimmeVs assistant during the hear¬ 
ings of the Roberts Commission, Theobald had access to the most 
jealously guarded secrets of the Roosevelt conspiracy, which he 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 
>/ SAC, HOUSTON (62-1521) 

i . ' , 


L 


ROBERT H. WELCH, JRv ' 
J INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



Re: Houston letters dated 2/26 and 3/21/60. 



b7C 


desired to discuss a matter with an Agent or cue FBI. 

was contacted and furnished b7c 


following inrorma'Uion: 


c 


I 


ilzed 


l faaa organ: 

a chapter of the John Birch Society in Houston. [is 

the M coordinator" of this chapter and has held several Meetings 
and distributed a quantity of literature regarding the alas 
®f the society. 

Several in the group have become quite disturbed 
over the Information put out by the society and have become 
confused as to just what is the truth regarding the present 
communist in the Halted States and Just what action 

they should take. j a dvised that the leaders 

Of the society go so far as to claim that President EISENHOWER 
is a communist and aertaln religious groups, particularly 
the Methodist Church is a communist organization. She advised 
that the leaders point out that if President EISENHOWER 
goeb to the "Summit Meeting" he trill sell the United States 
out to the e enema tats and the communists will take over the 
United States in aboutthree years and everyone in this 
country except the communists will be In slave labor camps. 
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advised that she did not know what 
action to taka ana Whfitner She should Join this, organisation 
and aid In its fight against communism. She stated that 
she did not feel that communism had reached the point 
depleted by this society. She.requested that If possible 
she would like to be furnished Information as to whether 
or not this was a good organization to Join and also 
desired any literature r which would assist her in making 
up her mind In this matter, 

I I was advised that the FBI la sbictly 

an Investigative agency and does not Issue clearances or 
nonclearances.for any group and she would have to decide 
In her own wind whether or not to become active In this 
society. She was advised that if possible literature 
regarding communism would be forwarded to her from the 
Bureau.' She was also advised that she could assure herself 
that the President of the United States is not and never 
has been a communist. 


b7C 


b7C 


nfsrd tiT 


It is requested that the Bureau foi 

J similar information as that forwarded ! _ 

by ktter from the Director dated April 10 \ 1900 . ' 

Bureau's immediate reference this literature consisted 


b7C 


Of the following Items: 


1, Statement of Director Concerning the 17th 
National Convention, Communist Party, USA, 
December 10-13, 1959, 

2, ■ "Breaking the Communist Spell." 

3, "Communist 'New Look'" 

4, "Where Do Ve Stand Today with Communism 

in the United States?" 

5 , "Ood and Country or Communism?" 
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6 * "Hoif to Beat Communism , n - 

7. "Communism': The Bitter Enemy of Religion**!' 

8 . "Gojaaunlat Illusion and Democratic Reality* 
No further action Is being taken In this matter 
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Hon, J, Edgar Hoover - Z - May 3, I960 

the same language in the Blue Book; but I took advantage of that 
opportunity to give them any and all information about The John 
Birch Society which I thought or they thought might be helpful- But 
I still saw no reason to bother you. 

( Now, however, I am puzzled by a report from one of our best Co¬ 
ordinators in the South, who works in Texas, to the effect that the 
FBI, in answering correspondence from some people, especially in 
the Houston area, who have attended either our tape sessions or 
film sessions, has said that "The John Birch Society is a group of 
| righteous citizens who do not know the facts - H Since giving the plain 
facts concerning the continuous Communist advance, and their meth¬ 
ods, is the very core of our presentations, and since for obvious 
reasons we have had to be meticulously careful and accurate about 
those facts, and since literally hundreds of outstanding conservatives 
or anti-Com muni Sts all over the country are constantly turning to us 
and our small Research Department as a source of facts for their 
own speeches, articles, letters, and other activities, we cannot help 

I wondering just what has prompted any such impression as apparently 
has been formed, and then transmitted, by somebody in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

% 

There is nobody in this fight who has supported the FBI and yourself 
more unceasingly, uncompromisingly, or enthusiastically, and nobody 
who more firmly expects to keep right on doing so- When your book 
provoked a lot of grumbling, and even some loud and rabid dissent, 
on the part of some of your former strong supporters, because of 
what they considered your too favorable attitude toward the NAAGP 
and other organisations ff I wrote many pages of letters to some of 
these people to calm them down -- the essence of which was that, 
whether you had leaned over too far backward to try to be fair in some 
of these cases or not, you had been for too many years and slULL were 
too great and too effective a patriot for any such withdrawal or lessen¬ 
ing of moral support to be justified- And I am sure that you would 
find our treatment of MASTERS OF DECEIT, In AMERICAN OPIN¬ 
ION, one of the roost favorable which the book received- 








Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
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All of this, as 1 am sure you have surmised, is merely an intro* 
duction to saying that I should like very much to have a chance for 
at least a brief visit with you; and that I should be glad to, go to 
Washington for that purpose, at any time which would be conven¬ 
ient for yourself, if the time set did not conflict with some im¬ 
portant speaking engagement which I had already made before¬ 
hand. And instead of going through one or more of these friends 
of mine, I decided it was certainly simpler and probably better 
for me merely to write directly to yourself, 

1 shall be glad to hear from you, also at your convenience, and 
shall be looking forward very much to seeing you and talking with 
you, if the opportunity is offered. In the menatime, with my con¬ 
tinuing admiration and kind regards, I am 


Sincerely, 





RW:xnlp 


Robert Welch 



I certainly visa that 1 could arrange a 
definite appointment with you. I am, however, unable to 
do this In view o1 the uncertain nature of my schedule. 
Please feel free to call my office if you are in Washington 
in the future. If I am not in, one of my assistants will be 
happy to be of service. 

.. 1 . Sincerely yours, . 

' J* Sa*ar HoavM! 


1 - Boston (100-32899) - Enclosure 
(T)- Houston (62-1521) - Enclosure 


\ , V' •'-s • 


May 10, 1960 


Llr. Robert Welch 

Pounder * ■ 

The John Birch Inc. ~ _ 

Belmont 78, rd^es^chuaetts ?rrz 'r 

*)ear Mr. Welch: 

Your letter of May 3, 1960, concerning an 
alleged statement by the FBI regarding The John Birch 
Society, has been received, and 1 appreciate your bringing 
this matter to my attention. It would appear that your 
representative In Texas has been misinformed since 1 can 
assure you the FBI has never made such a comment regarding 
your organization. 
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Office Memorandum * united states government 


to : SAC, Houston (62-1521) 


OATH: May 10, I960 


j/i ROM : 


Director, FBI (62-104401) 


subject: ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 


Reurlet 5/3/60. 

There is enclosed one copy each of the eight 
items of literature requested in relet. You may desire 
to make the enclosed available td | 

per the request 


is not identifiable in Bureau 


files. - 

Enclosures (8) 


b7C 





Am no. 4* 

Office Memorandum • 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM ; 


SAC , HOUSTON (62-1521) 
SA 


DATE: 5/24/60 


b7C 


SUBJECT: 


JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION- CONCERNING 


'urnee xrr TmjuiTe' 

organization. 


telephonically contacted the FBI 


tt crie John Birch Society uesa. sfcversive 


/„c 




was referred to the Department of 
Justice, Washington, D. C., for information as to whether said 
society i3 listed on the Attorney General's list of subversive 
organizations. 


b7C 


said he had received literature from this 
society sbnc icing nis membership and stating its .aim was as. an 
anti-communist movement. He said this organization advocates 
an- aggressive campaign against communism to the point of 
harrassing persons believed to be communist through the mails. 
He said this society appears to be professionally organized 
and he is in sympathy with their anti-communistic sentiments 
but is concerned about Joining it for fear it may subsequently 
turn out to be either a communistic front organization or 
lrradical movement. He noted those affiliating with this 
organization in the Houston area are all very prominent 
people who are well regarded in the community. 


b>c 


c 


J*as informed that it was impossible 


for the FBI to furnish any information or characterisations 
of : - 1 any organization from its files. 


b7C 



























Today* in our terrifically complicated world 
constantly about Conmunist duplicity and the 
they will use to accomplish their ends* and 


A. * ' H .»”/ 


TO E £$£X > v ;> May 31, I960 ‘ . 

J, Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation : ; : 

Washington, D. C. \ 

Dear Mr, Hoover, v 

Recently several of our friends fcuve joined 
the John Birch Society and ny husband and I attended a 
meeting to get new members. Vie agreed with, some of their 
arguments end aios but we had,definite reservations: about.. 
others, : * 


you hear 
extremes 


patriotic groups are almost daily being exposed as co: 
front organizations. It is hard to know who or what i 


iplisn their ends, ana 
ly being exposed cs communist 


to believe. 


Wc net ooly want to resist comminisin in this 
country, but we feel we must do something to revitalize 
iuterest in oar w freedoms," that we take so much for 
granted and that we are gradually losing by default through 
complacency, ., , - ; 

Is the John Birch Society the answer? He look 
to you as an authority on fighting Conananisn and would 
appreciate it if you could alleviate some of our confusion. 


V Sincerely yours. 


TKHE Cm 


• fe> >>/or x.f- r 'j ■ -■ 

searched!_ 

{sgRifli i7fd^> r.iEc.-^yr 

1 ■Viiiimiasp y 

b7C 



OfHOMAI TORm NO. 14 
54 10-104-02 


$' 

OVEI 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


C2. 


TO 


FROM 


SAC, HOUSTON (4e0-l|2l) 


S -H 


subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

BTOHMATOOH CONCERNING 


who is affiliated with the 


Explorer Scout Program scssk came to the Houston office and advised relative 
to the captioned organization. 

He said that it had been determined that a more specific knowledge 
of Communism was highly desirable for individuals, and therefore there had 
been organized a study group, comprised of seme of the Explorer Scouts, and 
their parents* 

The material they use for this study comes both frem the Christian 
Anti-Communism Crusade, and from the John Birch Society* He left one 
item published by the former organization, under the heading "Will You Be 
Free to Celebrate Christmas in the Future?", which purports to be testimony 
before the US House of Representatives, Committee on Un-American Activities, 


by 


Also, 


a packet from the John Birch Society: 


* 


1. The Blue Book of the John Birch Society 

2. Bulletin fora March I960 

3 . Bulletin for (June i960 

>s7 jjn Jhf k. Booklet - V/hy People Become Carrnuniste 
-h x/\s ^ • Pamphlet - The Scoreboard 
/—n $ fib/ j 6. Application form for membership in the Joh n . . Ri nd a- 
\V"\ r. / . f 7. January 1959 issue of American Opinion 

i/ v *■ 

i-tf 


March I960 issue of American Oninion 


All of the above are being made ax part of in .4t rant , 





furnished the following publications purchased in 




















P 2 Memo SAC 
100-1521 



p dvgsed that he believes that there are quite a number 
of ihja chapters of the John Birch Society in the Houston area, and that it 
is customary for each chapter to be composed of from 10 to 20 persons, who 
meet informally monthly. The dates of the meetings are indefinite, because 
they await receipt of the monthly Bulletin, and give each member time to 
read and assimilate the contents, thereafter meeting at a private residence 
to discuss the material of the Bulletin, and such other matters as may be 
pertinent. 


In accordance vdth the desires of the Bureau to be kept advised 

as set out -in sact.kt 


of the formation and continuance of Chapters of this society^ 
will be recontacted for more detailed information. 





IRPE £QPY 


b7C 







August 8 ,. I960 


Mr J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D. C. 



Mr. Hoover 



I have read many of your reports on communists . 
in these United States and 1 am in complete agreement 
with all of them and am heartened that someone will take 
the opportunity to enlighten the public on these natters. 
Recently I heard of a report that was issued by your office 
pertaining to the San Francisco riots. I have not read 
this report but from what I understand is in it I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank and to congratulate 
you for bringing into the open more facts about communist „ 
infiltration in this country. '£.«? - 3> \ * K t J' r 

I would also like to/take Wis op portunity to ^ 
ask you a question. I have cead the "Blu^jBopk" published 
by and for The John Birch So cj&ty as welTasf thVsSocieties 
monthly phaoplets 'and reports and have found that T am in 
agreement with them on almost all of their views. . 

' f . • • Vs ■ f 

. I joined the society after learning what I could 
of it, and 1 still feel that it has a very good purpose 
! and that an organization such as this is needed in this 
- country. But In view of the recent smear attacks on 
this organization I feel that I need your advice as to whether 
or not It cao now be labeled a subversive organization 
or if any of its leaders are known communists. 


. I am writing this letter as a loyal American 
citizen and I do not want, unknowingly, to help the communist 
conspirators in any way nor do I want to be labeled a 
comnunist for being in a subversive organization. I 
reliaze that you must be very busy but I would appreciate 
it very much If you would, when time permits, answer this 
letter. . 


TRUE COPY 


Sincerely Yours 





i 

l 















Complaint Fern 
.FD-71 *{ 10-20-55) * J 


Not*; .Hand print names legibly; handwriting a a Us factory lor ronsalndor^ ■ 


Subject's name and aliases 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 


R ace' 


Age 


?o 

|f 

n u 
3 * 
w « 


Height 


Weight 1 , Eyes 


Address.of subject/ 

' i " 


Complain an t'fi- - oc)dre Be and 


Heir' 


Build 


Coaipleilpti 




Ml SC 


CONSERRING 


Complaint received . 

□ Personal QQC-^ Teiephoaic ' 

ll:lSPM b i c 


Date 1_ 


Birth date end Birthplace 


Scare, marts nr other data 


Facm of = t ? ra P 1 “}ybiiipIdistant advised he was . a Catholic and a Bible Salesman 
by trade . He stated he had bee n invited to attend a meeting of the 


<nthipn+: e nn mhi/*h ?nio o r? 


He stated , h e:attended this meeting 
-stated .that 


__ __ had ihviteH^liTm~anHS7ris~lFTfe~ : Ho~aTzend 

this particular meeting, claiming the purpose of the organisation was 
tofieach'.the private citisen how i,o fight.Communism. • He stated that he 
couldn’t remember the name of the man.who had presided over the meeting 
■ he had attended but this.fellow started his speech "by saying that this 
organisation was pain#’’growing stronger by the day" and that "we have 
cells in every big city of the country allready . The speaker■ claimed 
t hjat-Jlthey" could, never wipe .us out because we are already to o strand’ 
_ \$aidthat the speaker never specified-who "they" were? L _ _ 1 


[S 


stated that he was a patriotic American interested in combating any 
force that wished to destroy his .'f reedom an d that .'this was his primary 


reason for..attending said meeting » 


L_QJld 


laimed that the meeting 


turned itself into a discussion g.roup~wKere the leaders and various 
individuals tried, to. argue that Catholics, Jews, Negroes etc. were ali 
linked with Communism and a dangerous threat to the country. Some of 
these individuals made violently derrogatory remarks about various 
Catholic “Off.ioial.3, influential Jews and the NAACP and then tried to 
show how■ they were trying to ouertahe the country* He stated that he - 
had grown furious dn.d left the meeting when he found out that they 
had lured him therefunder fa jse- hretensf s to criticise different 


b7C 


differ eat creeds add races. 


jtated he mould fee glad to 


assist the Bureau in-anyway pogs.lV1V IJ we desired him to gain further 
information on the' society. I told him that We would contact him if 
we desired any further information. f 

JL > LJ 


Action Recommended i 1 

a | > * 1 

/* * 




J • - SBC 




~m t * * 

r ' .. / 

,, (Agent) 

* 1i 






















































































FD-159 (Rev, 6-29-59) 


RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES 


Oro11y . _ 10 A Q /60 By To | ephon<) 

date 

Information concerning: 


date 


Written Communication 


Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number* 

62-1521-3 

Information furnished was obtained:" 

m during course of Bureau investigation 
i 1 from informants 

□ from complainants or other sources 


date 


b 7 C 


Information furnished to: 


Region IV 

CIC, Houston, Texas 

Remarks: 


b7C 


[ 


eauested Information regarding ! _, 

~]who, he stated, had corres- 


b7C 


ponded with an Array Enlisted Man and furnished this man some 
anti-Negro, anti-Jew, literature. 


[ 


I 


1 


as 


advised of referenc e in above serial to one 

"[reportedly a member of 
cletvT ^He was advised we had not conducted 

- w - ._I of the Joh n Birch Society, and b7C 

could not state whether the IndlvldmlJ _1 


the JoHh "Blrcl^J 

Investigation 




loEfttffi ' fl ^***"*"* 1 



62-1521 

- 80-284 (Dissemination file) 
ED ted 
( 2 ) 





Special Agent 
































10 / 34/60 


PLAIN TEXT 


AIR TEL 



Re Bureau file 63-104401 and 3AC letter number 60-0 
dated 1/26/60. 


[ 


bflnn 


advised 3Aa 

invIf-Jd to attend a secret organixat lomu. ape, 
jknoen to hi» as The John Bircti society 


Confidentially 
that he had b?C 

b7D 


'Til* ° 


jnarlog maa.nalrtr 


1claimed to be a member of the 


) lent ion 


An individual_bg tha n«mw 

Jto 


,___ r __ganizatlon 

leas reportedly on bis tram acme community b7c 
at or near Cape Girardoau, Missouri, shere he had been organising 
a chapter of this organisation. 


[ 


stated the purpose of this 


b7C 


organization is to fight Communism. 

stated that he had aaked several pertinent 


3 - Bureau (EM) 

/ J — Houston <HM) 

- St. Louis (BH) 
1 — Little Rock 
W/fec 
C6) 


A vv f 
















































as follows: 


, '* tZ '.*• : 


LR 1 00 .i f 


Naas 

Address 

Sex 

Race 

Age 

Height 


b7C 

b7D 


questions concerning the purpose f reason and shat type work the 
Bombers of the organisation would bo expected to do and that I I 

gave him what appeared to be an evasive answer and stated at the 
appropria te time assign ments would be given to each member of the b7c 
chapter. I stated that this organisation was headed 

by ROBERT H. WELCH, a former candy manufacturer at Belmont, 
Massachusetts and that he was a narrator on an approximately three 
hour fils on C oe n on ism shown at this organisational meeting. 


b urnished the following names of people that 
ho observed at this meeting: 


and three other 


Jstated that there is a drive to obtain two million 
members in this organisation and that he believed the headquarters b7c 
for this organisation is located at an unknown address i n Alabama* 

He stated the organisation is only about 18 months old. I I t>7D 

advised that there Is a chapter of this organisation organised at 
Little Rock. Arkansas, and has had two meetings in the office building 






Height 

Bair 

Eyes 

ConplixtOB 


BrMs, getting bald on top 
Unknown, wears dork horn* 
rlwMd glasses 
Sark 


ised that he 


and that it appeared that onl; 


One copy of this Is being furnished to the St* Louis 
Division and one copy to the Houston Division for information 
purposes only since instructions In referenced SAC letter stated 
that no Investigation should be conducted. 









Application For Membership 






, 19 


THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
Belmont 78, Massachusetts 

Gentlemen: 


This is my application for membership in the 
Chapter of THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, for one year 
from this date, and for automatic renewal each year 
thereafter, unless I resign in writing. I understand 
the dues schedule printed on the back of this sheet, 
as applicable to myself. 

If my application is accepted, I agree that my mem¬ 
bership may be revoked at anytime, by a duly appointed 
officer of the Society, without the reason being stated, 
on refund of the pro rata part of my dues paid in 
advance. 


Sincerely, 

(Name)_ 

{Address) 


Date 


Application Approved 

By_ 


Dues Received 


Title 





DUES SCHEDULE 


Life membership in the Home Chapter, 

’ (which' automatic ally covers-member « 
ship in any local chapter), for men or 

women.$1,000, 00 

{This may be paid in two consecutive 
_annnal-installmentLS_nf-^$SQQ- QQ eac h ) .. _ . . 


Regular annual membership in the 

Home Chapter For men , , , * , $24. 00 

For women , , , 12. 00 

Membership in a local chapter, mini¬ 
mum per year: For men . ■ . * , $24, 00 

For women, , . . 12, 00 

(This may be paid as $2, 00 per month 


for men, and $1, 00 per month for wom¬ 
en, to the local Chapter Leader. ) 

If any member wishes to pay larger dues, 
to support the Society's work (or to make 
contributions for that purpo s e), such 
dues or contributions may also be split 
into^mo“nth'ly^ilTFt^ltitfe'n’ts"*iT des ir e'dT “ 

(Applications for membership in local chapters 
should be approved by the Chapter Leader, Appli 
cations for membership in the Home Chapter will 
be approved by the home office. ) 








Attention: Agent in Charge 


Gentlemen: 


of The 


We are contemplating becoming members o£ The John Birj^ff 
Society, an organization which appears to us to embody the 
highest principles of patriotic Americanism. Before our 
membership applications are processed, however, we would 
like to assure ourselves that the Society has/ the approval 
of the F.B.I. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Federal Office Building 
Houston, Texas 


It would, therefore, be appreciated if you would advise 
at your earliest convenience, regarding your official view 
of- this organization. 


Thank you. 






OfTIOkUt fO«M NO. IO 

101C-1H-O1 

UNITED STATES 


7ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


: SAC 


date: 2/10/61 


FROM 


subject: 


SA 


.imqjuu- 


Dn ?/rn/ 6 l r 


VICTIM 


b7C 


/ 




R 


]:elephonical] 


1 _____£elephonically 

advised his wife had received an anonymous letter in 
answer t q a n letter to the editor”, print ed in the daily 
newspape r _ | 


The letter received was mimeographed and mailed 
from Genoa, Texas. The letter cal led hpr .stupid and 

a defender of Negroes. etc..| _Jare members 

of the John Birch Society. 


r 


office 


xfiaueateri an Agenl .speak. to him at his 




b7C 


b7C 


FPC 

1 



-ti" 


' 


-- /4 

ft j o o "" 




d 








1 

searched___^i ndE X ed -'- 7 —rl 
SEfWJUZED filed— t *£~ 
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UNITED STATES GoWrnMENT 

'Memorandum 



date: 2/24/61 


HOUSTON (62-1521) 


FROM 


ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 


active members in the John Birch Society, which organization 
is headed by ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. of Belmont, Massachusetts. 
He advised that his wife had written a letter to the "sound 
Off" column of the "Houston Post" ne wspaper Which letter ha d 
been publish ed in the "Hous ton Post" ~ ~ 1 
In the le,ttex | A dvocated the impeachment of chief 

justice Earl warren of the Supreme court of the united states 
for allegedly having violated his oath of office, on 2/9/61 
a mime ographed document bearing ;/the typed signature of 

| a£a entitled “ THE MAN IK THE WHI TE COAT HAS*^ 
HIS B&ES ON YOU" was received The document 


|made ^available the document and envelope 
in which it was contained as well as a portion of the letter 
his wife had written to the "Houston Post". These documents 
were reproduced and copies are being retained in the Houston 
file for possible future reference. > — . /-o i 


During the course of conversation with| 
on 2/14/61 he stated that he was a great admirer o; 


SBRUU1ZED. 






J. EDGAR HOOVER and was of the opinion that the FBI was one 
organization in which true Americans could place their firm 
trust. I also jp oamnezited that he had received a copy 

a recent 


_published in Dallas, 

edition of which had likewise advocated the 1 
Chief justice EARL warren. He commented that 
former Agent of the FBI. a 


|_Jinformed that his purpose Jfn bringing 

this information to the attention of the FBI wa&fto insure 
that the type of information received by hiB wife would be of 


2 - 





THE 14 Aff Iff THE, WHITE COAT HAS HIS EYES DU YWJ, I 

”' - * r . .t rm t r r . - ** *■ - ;» 

. . . • . ■ :.)**■?■• >■ - - r • - - , 

One of the most pitiful. and extreme- pages-,of delusioSiafy' | 

sanity* ©Ver to b© plaoafL oh' ojEhibitiob bofpjpfc, thP'pyeer'Pf - thV‘Wof^Av 
ie the asfiihine speotaele-of ©attain people { fuabtlonaliy bliSiekd& 

and disordered minds, hysterically trying to defend and rationalize ar 
atteript to Justify the barbarously unQl8iiiBp&'crimes, against the . 

Negroes, fiumahity ,and fi?8Q, denooracyf^^Bsaaitted by their more .eidub-'’ -' 
ably ignorant grand parents^of! & Kv^ay©,#/yeaga ago, . l, *‘ - ' , " . v * 

; though the old fllAva^haldlsg ‘Sp^th&mprs isere ^6 M 

staunch supporters ;of our frea democracy principles, stilSa^ootSMi 
of the prevaili«g 1 ghorflAae .at that.- time regarding (gonea-logiddl fadtWi 
they toere r far Bore Justified in gambling on the .pPeoibllity -that 'adfiteK' 1 
how dr other,, th,© ffegroba .Bight pot b® exactly- human ’than *' 3 

descendants, who. n’ow have no valid excuse what aver for. *de4%n f lSife' b6- 
pretend the Hegrb to'be ho ’aPro than some, miealng^lipk animal ah&, ; 
therefore, fair gasa tp be subjugated, by slavery to satlstb th6 f lhzl- . 
ness and flatter*, the. vainglorious dolus ippe of grande hr and supreme by 
of self-appointed masters. - . . , *.■'.* -- - 

'The proa eat' hlatbripally. proven capacities and. .qualities 6f the . 
ffegro peeplOp now and for cver^indieputobly stamp, their f6irtt&r r 'eld-t. *-* 
elavament.as a hideous crime.,against dpmooK’atip'huasan freedom ufedru&h' : 
never be vind'iaated by any. sadistic'.-tsishful > thinking, and ibesoSrit dEt"- 1 
luelpne of the : die-hard segregationists; ■ • ■ .**■■-- 

The cfiEse of engaging in Human slavery, on. sueh a aagsdvd Seale, 
in a nation ^ihieh was purportedly a Ssfee^Doomerpsy# was ‘ deetinsaffrdto '*■ 
its vary be ginning, .to and in the .emotional and physioal :vloltettt 36 '**of'*■* 
an eventual civil #ar, Thoso..oon8cqucnoes of slavery , sh<rald 'have 'bee«' 
taken iflto account by the Southern eiavs holdors bo forehand »■ just fho-'- 
same asa'-poaeible Consequences should bo considered by -any ionic vp'ldff *#h 0 ■ 
might ba teopted to ■ embark upon any original ;®creexy '* ’“ 

AS inevitably ae the war;followed from tho wholesale crimes of &k- 
ploitiag othar huaan beings In vicious slavery, ttho alimaofcio and 1 ' r 
violent emotional rupturing following the ecr^ai^. loss joft ^that wete* ■.- 
by the South, was e qua! ly. pro destined -and. ine yitab.l a,. ■ •; ,t p ?, i * y * t c* ; *. ,r ' 

Millions of other, people havp liv^d through disaster'■jhJSoe$td Itolth* - 
out d6liberates^ Inciting, theiselve.s and others tp .go- oompbet^ly ^off 
their roolcers* over It.' People with tho least pretense .trf .bcli^ rSdVlir-' 
ized, recover fro^a puch disturbing upaetp and- leam.'.tp ^rp^adVLcr.tQ and 
rehabilitate thsaseivc'® after a" reaaohabi^' le .TSSth-of vttme* w-She. 0*fot-~ 
ional- shock and' delusional ipaanlty 0 . r olio wing ,tb©: leas'.of Jthe. aa®*, M'— 
should’ have been p£ a reasonably, tompo^nyy v-.-i r 1 '.V v ‘ - 

There is 'sip ^uffipient Pxouae for any onjS booo^n^po^ssnontayinb^'''- ■ 
ba^.anoed and continually nursing unhinged feplingp-.by•’ • 
irrational and sadistic vows of vapsp^ioo, i^pltc^r rervengat j sPdrtin^LUp 
the ffegroos as * whipplug-boya"' by*-wipbfyi 4 hlfdcistg Inventiiotia* 
manneh of* false beliefs about thea 0 which are one hundred per carat- ! 

fabrio^tlonB with, no f oundo-tion la faot^wbatoverj. . : , -f- * (t 

The entire, .rlght T minded world, g>eulAsoa- th.f-t. yo.tsr- hg^ropboblbs 1 r; ^ * 
froth'ing'*atvthe*?(Bouth ravings t aevthou^ black eklc2B.'tfa'r6 ea%ut*ate^.' : ^ " 
with aireenlO, cyanide or bubonic microbes, aro notfelng ^thc* 1 t- v ' 

ration tantrums, the stalls, tho alibis, excuses and common stook-in- 
trad© of piano kicking, epoilod brut Qhid&Pcni Who rofuse to grow up. 



4 a 




Indeed, black souIb pro far more putrid'than innoc. nt black 
skins could ever hope to be, and you, subconsciously - f know-it as well 
as anyone else, Vat yet* itiafthely feel youraolyps. compel led,-Ip beilovc 
otherwise as the-only ho$eV totally futjie ihpugblit is*-te>fcadly try 
to defend, the crimes year rdlfitives'cTomfritted gpnerhilons.^go-f ■ 

* 4 ' + ' ‘ ' ' * , f ¥ . - * * ■ ‘ - ■' l 1 T k 

The slave-holding‘SoBth fought the' civil y^r on Exactly; the Barns 
laqk-of-prtnoiple that thS Communists hoh 'flcfhrid their..operation of 


Exactly like, the Commonlots, ^they 'contended thc'y. 'hp'd ,cv. perittot ,-righ,^.to 
ride, ro ugh- shod,- as: tyrannically os'jfchey deed re d;;; pyc r .the hrac dojn s o f 
othex people, cvetn as they 'propose* tV do sb now'under 'thq, 'rehid pro* 
tense that those who .wight fry t cPs t op, them,"hre 'Urfj)jashly.. ,L\t$>q rfbfping, 
with their internal- affairs or state’s- rights. ''* . . M * .v v ‘> ■*.-■• * 

* In the; light of the'circumstances, of “th.cn. and how, it ie only .the 
beat of reason, for the rest of the world to- conclude tnhfcl™d J ae I dlb- 
hard tyrants still* harbor the ulterior intent!bp h to., -chslfclire,©oi 
only tho. Kcgroes, but exactly, like the Communi^tb' in, e.hy; t one.- else . 

If glvemhalf. p . chance to do so, Otherwise , „ they would..not fr be eo r ■ 4h* 
sistently maintaining''thbir. dcr'-nged frustra tion .tautruos.*-.y?£irs,:a^tor 
their grest=grhnd-parbntfe• hr''d^ohcc becxhdompcllcd to release;thevtijw 
fortunate people they had held ish slavery, ’* ...‘, ' .;)v, -’v 

Don't yos~think ft-is about fipo for..the .likes,.df yovufeo..-jpgS 
your : wltB back into normal operation again ani'clifib dawi> ,fyour t 
over-worked echiso-phronio pcrsocution complex horsed hdr fUny 

one else, never*did possess any‘divine right to appoint yoursolvosr^sd 
Slavs masters. When the Borneipation Xpt fr^cd the;JJogrdo^j^rom.hein®* 
criminally held rny further as slaves, it, -likewise., pui^jv^.ond to 
your criminal career a a unlawful slave ureters,’ .Aiiy superiority 
plexee, on your p°rt t whidh might have lingered "on, ^4 "so at v^ur~-o«n * 
individual risk end in vain, , '' ■ *. ; - 1 

Juat bochuse ■ the Supreme Court wr.s 'kind enough .to delay thuir > 
verdict against your rabid discriminations for fifty or ftare .yeara, 
out of ..pityvitoT yem, is hot to-be taken as the ^Lightest .-iiyiiaatdhn 
that you evor rhad the ghost of a dhano> to acq_uifo "auur.'tiiorhs rights-" 
to .perpc‘t*uato thorn,* • * ’ 1 ^ 

.-So, youiaight just as well stop 'blubbwrihg. ab.o;iit' ftho■H^ahJcljn* fthr»t . 
finally oa^ht up with you.' ■ You; Had a good phe cbffiiiig Vfpr. p jjputgjvty ; 
long time, Irv tho contoxf**bd >> t'hc pre 1 bc nt, hitur.tio'h.'.there ,1 a j only oho 
fitting name for your pc Emitting the proposed,' P"iv.3,l.l^aa achqol lhi°'^ 
graiVon to' worry. 1 you bo ahd that'"is greed', Vanity: SjCdl op 

ivatad. dclusioaiary Insanity; * ' ' r "■ -1 .. , '■ jVa -ti 

All yoiur-phantasy: pretchaee-," symbolisms etc; , iir; plpgah, mdttc ,-»,hd 
other foras arc c.s trrnaBpar&ht hs- orysthl glass Vp-.f.; bf t&jpnjpt^h'l,. 

_ , . < , .. j \-* ^ -**, .t j “ .* i. ■ ; > 

by Sundays-, ; . ■ — *■ 

In the future 
rights,” V.ehpv ing 
visioal, ,, etc.,, 1 
have their syept 



€** *-4 


Yours sineopely. 















* 


f 






atirutisn for which he has so linlc regard — 

{ Anb;ie III, Section 1. provides that federal \ 
! Judges “shall hold their officer during good | 
j behavior/' A hr ^U- nj , 1 ' \>wA behavior 1 " Is ( 
j found in the constitutions! oath of oftice End 

I * Warren to* “I, Karl Warren, do solemnly 
swear for affirm) that I wilt supporL and de¬ 
fend llir OmsiiLuilnn of the Cniicd Suites ' 
against ail enemies foreign and domestic: that 
i E will hear true faith arul allegiance 10 ilw 
f samp * _ /' 


Violation of ihis nrtth ha? t«m systematic 
and repeated. To cite hut s few: Brown vr. 
Board of Education *itid others that fnhmvtd: 
ul! decisions regarding anli-sedttbn lews of 
more than 40 states ; and many mm'e too 
numerous to detail. 

Before Earl Warren and his assoc me* on 
the Supreme Court cm wipe out completely the 
rule of laws which made as a republic, I 
urge your support in moving for immediate 
inuBMhinmi. ■-■-•-■ - 


SodndOn is glad uj present your view!, Mrs 
WI41 1 a, but aince The Post docs hot lelievc 
that Chid Justice Warren has acted nmcon- 
stibj ksnall)-. it cannot advocate his impeatJv 
mem, — Edifnr, 


b 7 C 




Coffcd 'Pofenli'q/ for Subversion* 

C@rag|fr@ssm<aira Warms 
Of Bircih Society 




Bt NEIL McSTJL 

Pit?i WvhtUKt/iii fnrTTspimrtPrtl 


W A6HI N’GTO .V * M if Ch 2a— cm t Comm u nJ* l — whir h to ea fi± 
A Texas congressman w*rned : tli3l of eveff ID people yon know 
thjT the “palPnfiaf for aiihvtr-'in ynur home town* four tn jJj 
S i&n + * is pre^nt In organizations or them *re rovnvnunbU if Mr. 
IJte the John B:rch Soctet y. i Welch were to he believed .* 1 

Rep. J. T. Rutherford r>l lbe : 

El pLo d:»,cl. m » nfWUetWr Tlle "*** 15 tormfd ,n,/1 
to cnrwiituwits, cpI lf(t statements; 0 * *° tn ™ member, promote 
of the Society's fwfrder "shock-j'‘front" organization* and L 1 
ins a *** 1 irresponsible,'' fimfler the tilct&torlftJ direction o’ 

The society was formed aev- Welch, the crnptw^u'i report 
eraf years ago by Robert WeJch l said T Rutherford said; 

**' 2 F 5 i is J r*™* uma 

years on the boa.d of directorsj cf f|j ca j ^ SUc |, t ^i ntae oricanh 
of vhe National Association or rtllrtnt rfl „ lh( . riiL . t -illf . 

" o >. t h . » fih-rt rMfts ine rlsji nr b*\np 

Minilfacturfrs R « t h e r forCt, clllled .Cwmonnlut,* cwtwirvstii-f* 
Panted out, It s trtnnlkb hoth , rH ou , nt „„ ht ic 

dftrraied W Ommv- fw> , lb< . „, hl nt.‘r 

"‘t!?'. . . . . , cl^im to paLriitUsm and IU at- 

ff “ b °° k l«rt* on ««ri AiMrfmn^ throu-h 


callfd Til* Folclmn. if con- , met hods. rfn more 

•“M.erni to thole o,,,,, than ,nr 
racy is meiely a deceptive phrase , 1 lh . t 

a v.f*ixitl of (lema^uftV. end 10 r " mc * lon * ,n 8 

" P* rM " tel ?r ^' 'An. time » ffi.ret jorirto la 

V ™"Tri ,a 't er ,hot he oSS? 1! ?rt,?i^ ,ofTot ’ 1 - lahlnj riirl.liirinl o.-ilfr* 
or.e of lMr «l *WM'J' trem ooo men oho «»m not re- 
m m e Prestdoncv the tank ti- cvrn to thr mrmh o r , hlp 

•****•«" R^.fc^rd cnr.tmjfd: mnf of hjs , rUnn , , nrt 

"It ijf Welch's cojitenOofi that thou^hlj, the ifnemiaf for fob- 
f^the United Bdtn :a 4e lo 60 per version 1? presents 
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lIOfJfST, 


searcuf^ 

sm\ u.itse. 


Washington (UPI) — The 
Senate internal security sub- 
committee is answering que¬ 
ries about the controversial 
John Birch Society* semi¬ 
secret anti-Co mm urt 1st organ¬ 
isation. by describing it as 
apparently ’’a patriotic or 
ganization” it was learned 
Monday. 

The subcommittee's evalu¬ 
ation is being sent out in a 
form letter over the signs- . 
tore of chairman James 0. 
Eastland (D* t Miss ), which 
reads: 

"The John Birch Society, 
about which you asked, is 
known to be a conservative 
anti-Communist organization. 


However, the subcommittee 
cannot endorse any organiza¬ 
tion officially. We are happy 
to state that it seems to me. 
From our records* a patriotic 
organization." 

Meantime, Sen, Milton E, 
Young (ft* RD,J arose in the 
Senate for the second time In 
two weeks to insert into the 
Congressional Record news¬ 


paper atones about tbs eori* 
ety's activities and editorial# 
criticizing It 

Young said he was Sony 
he referred to local unit# of 
the organization as “cells" in 
his first speech March ff. But 
he said "this is one of the 
problems one encounters 
with an organization operat¬ 
ing in a secret manner?' 
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Qbjast t® McCtntdo ■- 

The cadety ci*o woo hslfcvisd 
to be subject c* a ottttthfl C&* 
nunrtatiaa voiced TUcciby olo&t 
by Chancellor Samuel Q. Could 
of iii& UnJverity of Cailfc^hlt 
at Santa Barham. 

He cX a charter day 

banquet tint a "nctr typo" of 
seem ctu&at orsanisatlgn hod 
been cet up on *Jib caihpiifl 
u'hlcb ^*unlef3 It in cheated, can 
destroy tha university." S& 

"It elrlnw) to pres&to Arerr l* 
eanisis phlto It rase t T y tftEHQQJ y 
Qja-jftjBcorlcan taothodrL R 

Although Gould wca onoe^il- 
able for further comment* 004 
unJ^enJty officLaJ who caked not 
to bo Identified said It was his 
imde^tcndinff Omild ona to* 
ferring to tha John Btrdh 0o 5 
duty. Jr 


SSIfS&S/a? HTlJig, G3ff-< The taicjrm was addressed to several weeks bat no imffiitort- 
■-Tao founder of Gov, Brows m the &iate Capital ties hod been tit££rrTOre± 

Dr^oty todoj not at Sacromanto and copies also Tho sodeiy wen openly crltt- 
__ txolconie but ware released to State Attorney died In the California Af&embty 
tel fecxtlcatkai of General Stinky Mtrk t Ban. yesterday Ut m resolution Intro- 
I Utj ultrc-'-epcc^Ci&ETO cfrccap 

'to Got, BtotaraTC, pr$ai~ 

Urd sip «£ C&3 mantam of the 
acjbes^b Group wftra 
pushes to 0 c^i Omnassa^sn 
Doaric fetf&D to Pifth Amend* 

.to ot^? S23tuyino. 

?7otS c^d to rafcay 
to r^ic^foa &Q California Gob 

ffeir^iOEco mcJn 

te3* ClFEb, «£^m)tto, Eut/crapr, aloud with a prepared statement | 
ic ^3 w pimi EKC3S^y 0 * hk owm 

Talhert f o otolffltttaat ooid any 
gLy/^^Ta.tgiCSgQiB tpBO 53 ^ aoanbsr of the «>elfity who 


tho Jobs D&s 

only S70Ui 

‘'dannnSa’ 


Hush M. Burns, chairman of the duced by Au&nblymm John A, 
Eshert Wc!£Vt» g totasrcia State Satiate Owamlttcs oat On- G'GcmneU, D., San Prandsoo. 

* Uylttei, and to Kiu) The resolution spadfLeally to* 
a member of the tarred to a document written by 
’’a Wotioicl Council Welch in which he called rcztnei 
President Eisenhower "a dedL- 
rated Communist c^ent,” 

Tha final clausa of the rasolU' 
Beverlv Hllla lnsur* tlon said; 
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(nter® Tull Irtow St ©i 


Bj BAGINST SCOFIELD 
iPtcQ Staff Wrifioir 
Asttczsg Ibxaoo idenUaafi la to 
|Qcn£srecsSonat Etacorfl && « 3 Si- 
toro «T of Eft- 

|dtt?csxo n of to cootn^CT&iaJ 
^aaU-Cottjmuntei - John Slrfih 
Society b Mra Walter I* Oold- 
' start of 5 Briar wood, Houston, 
Her name, along with &U otbszr 

Texara. was placed In the record 
by Rep. MendeJJ Rivers, D.-S C., 
: in u defense of the aarwervative 
lerftgnJfcatton under fire as * se¬ 
cret eocioty* 

1 Tannins chores? against the 
| society "ridteolous” Mm. OoM- 
atcu. the fll-year-ald widow of 
an Independent ail ap&atot and 
lerandiaetoF of two. told The 


houM* Tho film, she said. was 
ag^-iat Communism and nara 
miad by Robert Welch ef Rai¬ 
ment. Maw., to iodety*i5 con- 
tfoverciei fminder. 

Members o! to acaioty form 
tflacuAson groups, never more 
ton 15 to 10 fn number, ond 
meet once a month in each 
other a home. Mn, Goidston 
!aakt 

An mini dues, to sold, arc &12 
for women and *24 foi merv 
The funds are unjttaountrd for 
5 he said, but go to Belmom 
where % monthly bulletin and 
fttogitth*, “The American Gflin- 
Wh art puttitod. 
field Mrs Ooidstcn: 


"I'isi Aire I her* ore feon E 3 && 
of mtmtm in ttcEOtea* ki& 1 
AlCl't know who ties* qtq n 
Vhere ihe.T rarer L 
*AVe T ro very eoraoerrollTe In* ■‘Local organisation U kept 
'our thlahtag and oo hdteve in 
■tea* goverzunenL and more re- 
< QMadkUlt5 f«f Individual*, 

"Hot our nutn obJerUvi Is (tie 
miwi do meat potirollt AmeH- 
tcnn —45 fl^bt eeraminism.*' 

Mrs, Oold'KOa aaid to became 
a member of the John Birch 
Society about a year as® after 
viewing a film at ft friend's 


/ 
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C^tt te BlOlLB It 1 MT« difficult for 
to CcatfesstfstG to taflTtiata* 

The amuJl groups of 'friends 
hold their meeting and war* 
under n Houston area rst-ordinw* 
tor. Alrard B«*Ua 7 26 W R Mac* 
Gregor Q&a ulC 
^Mra. Golds ton toid The Frm 
niqeiines ore devoted to issues re¬ 
ported In to society 3 bulletin 
and fnetttioytftn ytf their vrorfe. ,r 
T&&. crto .^ JacisuSefi teV 

(fi&Tto tQG$rei$£iG& 'o&d n&tra- 

■ ®^3y TTfj&i ftrt>‘£»d njplrat teg* 
tdbtto to: GJohsot -ijsind to 



_. wi ch«,Ofeujhl 
the artttoa»ti(jn hod 1 ' acdem- 
pfedsad deal ihrou0fi its 

wor& BfVc 

**1 know, fcr infftipeQ,' several 
b£0s in Cca&rao ^0 topported 
ognt thi«ash r Bvas ' vm . woe 
C^itat dl^t an t&rasszfiL* 

A&tcd 17 aha though^ the 
bitty hfcd enough ms&tosn 
throuffhout the country to'oflect 
ie^Inilon JaV 0SKMJn»s di^dlji; 
she ttldf.■ ■' 1 

'" "“I doetTtt&od hto Efiop Dcm- 
bssfl va Jbcvo, tat 1 efiderutadS 
the ooefetj b ccilw h ell bul 
abort four i tales. 
r thlnlt t*e hare to power 
to BnffodKQ kglslatljia" 

■ Although Mrs.* Ooidston dotsn 1 ! 
khc£? ftobfcrt Welch the society's 
launder, she said her late hus- 
bum went u> school vith him 
at the University of South Caro¬ 
lina. She concluded: 


“3 thin£ ids ubJedUro* ora- the 
latae as our* 

■! thlntt h*‘o a patriotic Rmetr 
(mT or 7 wrtddat hnvo frlngl 
the group.* 









‘VICIOUS, CHVOIF 


John Biirdhers' 1 Mail 
Swamps Kiultlierford 


POST WASHINGTON ftUfffAlf 

WASHINGTON - P-ep J T 
Rutherford of Odessa has been 
under heavy return fire from 
Houstonians and other Texans 
who are member: of ihe eoniro- 
versial John Birch Sorietv 

Rutherford a week ago labeled 
ihe society “potentially subvers¬ 
ive 4 * in a newsletter to his con- 
snititml*. and urged them to he 
of the organization. winch 
sswv’i its aim is to fight Commu¬ 
nism 

MilliK THAN A hundred let¬ 
ter* iiorn Houston, sortie from 
both husbands and wives, have 
'poured imn Thk* congressman “s 
jOfftre in piotcsf. 

; '‘They have expressed doubt 
on my belief in God. in my 
couri*: v. Questioned every orpan- 
i/atfen io which L belong, won¬ 
dered in print about my birih 
and rvpiy act of every day 
since/’ Ruthcrfor 1 said Monday. 

1 hi*ve gotten some of the 
most \ i clous, crude and objee 
tillable mail I have received 
in year?, of public life/* Ruther¬ 
ford added, 

1 Their Fnere are alleging that 
the Veterans uf Foreign Wars. 


nf which l i\a>* c tatf cnrmvand- 
er. is cu^^tionahje. Yet me 
VF\l\ in 19C?4 P became tbe first 
organization tn pass a resnin 
Mon aerainsi Communism and 
Hhs renewed it every year swe 
The letters urge invesTicAhons 1 
of the Knights of Columbus, the 
Masonic Lodge, B nai B'rhh and 
the NAACP They even question 
the American Legmn and P.e 
Daughters of the American Rev¬ 
olution. 

"FOR THF information oi 
those Houstonians who arc wrt 
inr these letters, ] am a World j 
War H Marine Corps vnirran 
wounded in action, and a Ma¬ 
rine Corps captain in a iv*serve 
croup that is cleared b> d:c 
FRI and the Pentagon to mwi 
each Thursday to he briefed on 
:tnp secret material/ 1 Rulherfm-rt 
Urftfl, 

I am also a Baptist/ 1 hr 
.added. 

3 if 1 ever had any doubt about 
this organization, the results r r 
my first siaiemeni. and the 
vinousness pfthe mail have con- 
leimed my opposition/ 1 the con¬ 
gressman added. 
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BY BARBARA SUNDSCHU 

UAttg# PfBM intornDitorwi 

Residents of Santa Barbara, 

Cal., were in for a surprise 
when they stepped out Into 
the bright and blowy morn¬ 
ing of Feb. 2$ to pick up their 
Sunday newspapers. In that 
quiet and beautiful city of 
about 60,000, a respected fel¬ 
low citizen had discovered 
what he felt was an outrage. 

'The editor and publisher 
of the News^Pre&s is In his 
65th year ” began a two-col¬ 
umn editorial on the front 
page. 

‘His entire life has been 
ep&nt in this community,. ., 

He lived when conditions 
| were rugged. When West was 
West and men were men. He 
r lived during periods when if 
a man or a group of men 
openly by word of mouth, or 
- the printed word, called our 
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In rcitan^nft bmitiuftag tho or- 
ssnltarton. *ti evrpQ e*. g»r often* and 
pp paa if lor. #t tuts rno «*rkm. Ftn'towirvu 
l> lir^t of tiwuj di*>«taw» on flwlr 


iko _ffLgejj 
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•resident . amt others at 
he head M our government, 
raitors, (Key were mad*' to 
ins'vrr Such slander* often 
:alted Tor a \ isit from a cou- 
agrniK and irair group which 
irnuchl m tih ibom a barrel 
r*f Ur anil a few feathers 

Tflkfr!" Stand 

Thninas More 5 t or V e* 
rancher and citrus cruder 
owner of a newspaper since 
1000, briefly hv interim ap¬ 
pointment a United States 
senator, regent of the Uni* 
verity of Tati forma, was tak¬ 
ing a stand against the John 
Birch Society and its founder 
and leader Rohert Welch of 
Belmont, Mass, 

Welch, St, retired from a 
randv firm four vears ago to 
devote his life to fiehtinc 
communism What bothered 
editor Storke was the way 
Welch was fighting it. 

In a tester written before 
hr set up the society late in 
and j=ti11 in limited eir- 
total mv. Welch told friends 
that President Eisenhower, 
i His Hp other. Dr MiHon VUcn- 
ho^fv. the late serrelary of 
state John Foster Dulles and 
his brother, Alien Dulles, 
then and now head of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, 
wer* members of fhe Com¬ 
munist underground- 


Fortunate Town 

But the statement about 
Eisenhower v. av*’t all Storke 
had on his mind. In Santa 
Barbara ftself. blessed *« few 
rommurntfes in the nation 
with the com forts of noth 
nature and material wealth, 
lives a member of the soci¬ 
ety's 2fiman council. Dr. 
Granville Knight, a physician, 
Several active chapters of the 
semiseeret society were 
studying communism at pri¬ 
vate" meetings and looking 
around town for Communists 
to expose 

"The secret Communist 
looks and acts just like any* 
body else, only mtire wo/* 
Welch had instructed them in 
the society's "Blue Bnnk. M 
Tie could be anybody you 
know, in fact. Welch sauf. 
one of his prime suspects is 
"one of the richest men 
ever met. Most of them are," 

Means to an End 

Exposure of such persons, 
even through "mean and 
djrty’ r techniques* Welch said* 
is one of the most effective 
means of shocking the Amer¬ 
ican people awake in tune to 
save themselves from com¬ 
munism. 

Tie also advises members 
to set up front groups, to In¬ 
filtrate community organiza¬ 
tions and to engage in direct 
letter wntine to promote spe¬ 


cific campaign® of his ultra- 
conservative society* 

3t was to protest what these 
tactics were doing to 5anu 
Barbara that editor Storke 
rai^d his editorial voice, 

*Thr Ncws-Pness condemns 
the tact;vs that have brought 
anonymous telephone calls of 
denunciation to Santa Bar* 
barans in recent weeks from 
members of the John Birch 
’Society or their sympathis¬ 
ers/' Storke’s editorial said. 

Feints of Contention 
* "The New* Press condemns 
the pressures on wealthy 
, residents* who fear and abhor 
communism* to contribute 
money te an organization 
whose leader has said that 
T ter reasons you will tinder* 
stand, there "can be no ar* 

] count mg of funds,* , . 

I 1 The John Birch Society al¬ 
ready has done a grave dis* 

1 sendee to Santa Barbara by 
; arousing suspicions and a 
-mutual distrust among men 
'of good will* The organiza¬ 
tion's adherents, sincere in 
'their opposition to commit* 
’nism, do not seem to under* 
stand the dangers of the to¬ 
talitarian dynamite with 
which they are tampering. 

"The News-Dress challenges 
them: Come up from under¬ 
ground. 

"And if they believe that 
in being challenged they 
‘have grounds for suit—let 
them sue. The News-Press 
would welcome a suit as a 
means of shedding more light 
on Iho John Birch Society,'" 


New Group's Alma 
1 What is the real nature of 
Uiis relatively new group on 
the American political scene 4 '! 
tPnliiica! scientists would* 
.classify it as ultra -conferva 
Itive. it is and will remain a 

■ subject of controversy. How- 
'ever, over whether Its tactics 
'are compatible with Amcr- 
, iran democratic principles as 

■ they are most popularly 
undersiood 

j It K in Itself* an author¬ 
itarian society, tEditor 
' Storke's adjective was "total* 
ilarian’Y Welch does not say 
the United States should 
have a similarly authoritsr* 
iart form of government. But 
! lv is far from completely 
so id on i he form wc now 
have. And as for the politi¬ 
cal concept of a democracy. 

; he regards it frankly as a 
“weapon of demagoguery, 
.and a perennial fraud.’ 1 

Personal Standards 
, By Welch's political starn 
■dards, Dwight Eisenhower is 
1 a Communist, and so are ■ 
many others in high govern-' 





ment places past and preo- 
ent. These arc atand&rda not 
everyone accepts, The United 
Stated Senate on Harch 8 
heard Sen- Milton R. Young, 
North Dakota Republican, de¬ 
clare that Welch 1 *! qccuso- 
tiona against EieanhowvT and 
others had gono "beyond 
anything the late Joe Me* 
Cartby ev©T thought of “ On 
the other hand a Senate In¬ 
ternal affaire subcommittee 
boa described Welch’s John 
Birch Society as a ''patriotic 
orsa^^i*atlon/ , 

And because there fa evi¬ 
dence to oupport the society’s 
claim that it U growing, the 
controversy around it is also 
bound to grew in the months 
ahead. 

Campus Society 
A little over three weeks 
after Starke’s editorial. Chan¬ 
cellor Samuel B. Gould otf 
the University of California ( 
at Santa Barbara, speakings 
at a university banquet, said 
a “new typo" of secret stu* 
dent organization had baan 
set up on the campus find 
‘unless Jt Is checked, can 
destroy th© university/’ An¬ 
other official said 4 Ht who 
understood 11 Gould referred 
to the Birch Society. 

Gould said the organization 
to which he referred encour¬ 
ages students to become In¬ 
formers and “take on tbs 
tasks of security agencteo/ 1 
H© odd the univercifty and ito 
officiate “have been labzted 
and vilified in whispering 
campedgao, all purporting to 
prove that vra are not only 
jeoa than loyal to America 


£jpt are downright ou6> 
^ive/’ 

^* Not Flrsl-or Lost 

jmta Barbara was not tho 
or the last—although it 
aDd seem among the most 
Jrkely—community to have 

S tore by the society’s ac¬ 
es nor to have seen it 
Soiled by it newspapers, 

organization has be- 
pag&e embroiled in controver- 
ri>-ln many states, Including 
\X6fConsin. Texas, Ohio, Kan- 
a$p, California and North 
Eg3cota. 

^Articles and editorial com¬ 
ment on the organisation 
tray® been carried by a nuirv- 
trte^of newspapers and maga- 
jtgea including the Chicago 
Igaly News, the Milwaukee 
Journal, the Louisville Cour- 
terioumal, the Boston Her- 
the Loa Angeles Times, 
tbg- Racine, Wi*, Journal- 
'Bfies, Tim© Magazine and 
Nation. 

Z~l Secrecy Varies 

^3Fhe amount of secrecy sur 
rSajidmg its operations bos 
varied considerably from 
edgnmunity to community, 
Welch has given up his 
Mit to avoid publicity about 
tig; group* 

between the sod 


ety and many who might 
othcrco share Welch’s con- 
servfithra political and eco¬ 
nomic views is his persistent 
reasoning that everything he 
personally considers wrong is 
Communist plot. 

At issue between the soci¬ 
ety and those who condemn 
it is the tendency of its ac¬ 
tivities to suppress if not the 
right, at least the respectabil¬ 
ity, of dissent. 

This question has split the 
Supreme Court itself In deci¬ 
sions which have qualified the 
first amendment rights of wit¬ 
nesses before the Hotiae Com -1 
mil tee on Un-American Ac¬ 
tivities. 

No Judicial Rule 
Inhibition of free speech 
caused by such private organ¬ 
izations as the Birch Society, 
have had no judicial rule. Edi¬ 
tor Storke'o statement of 
principles said: “We believe 
. that traitors should be 
dealt with by the courts, not 
by vigilante groups/ 1 

John Birch had nothing to 
do with th© group which 
(bears his name. He was a 
young fundamentalist Baptist 
missionary from'Georgia who 
served as an intelligence offi¬ 
cer in Chino during World 
War n and was lolled 10 days 
after V - J day by Chinese 


i^qnmuhistfl. So timG 2? vfhen 
bp died. 

Wrote Site Story 

Robert Welch never heard 
of Birch until after his death, 
but bo has researched and 
written hte life story. Welch 
has mrmortal!red Birch aa 
"probably the first American 
casualty In that .third world 
war, between /Communists 
and th© etasr-shflnking ‘free 
world/‘which is still being 
wage(^a^B9tJls, l, And when 
he canJe-l# found a Commu¬ 
nist-fighting organization, he 
celled it the John Birch 
Society. . 

In Birch’s name, members 
of the society are asked to 
write letters to congressmen 
and others, operate In "front 11 

organizations and through 
established community 
groups such zs P.-T.A.*s and 
chambers of commerce to 
push campaigns conceived by 
Welch as antl-Communist 
Prim© Projects 

These include movements 
to impeach Chiof Jostice Earl 
Warren, to repeal the Income 
tax law, to rout the social 
gospel from the churches, to 
opose the North Atlantic 
Treaty Alliance, foreign aid, 
the United Nations and cul¬ 
tural, or any other, exchanges 
with Russia. 

At her farm home near 
Macon, Ga~, Birch’s mother, 
Mrs, Georg© S. Birch, sold 
she and her husband are 
“heartily in aceord" with 
Welch’s organization “and we 
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searched.. 

SEHlflltZED. 



f $OHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

Groups Scorn 



UoS 0 Leader 


The John Birch Society, a strange product of strange 
times, was bom a little more than two years ago. 

A semi-secret society, it grew*--—- 

out of infancy known only to a* , , „ * . _ 

few. It buret into public prom-j*^ ^*** hy ^° ih 

inence only u the put month ^," snian J ' r ^therferdol 
or ^ ■ Odesfa in a newsletter to his 

Now. a* if by ma^ic. the Jolm; co j®*' t j'Jl!*- Q F ( , , n 

Birch .Society is discussed and -,- 1n ! n . P" 

debated in churches, h. school*. F lw * cha “' nl * n ot ,h * 
in the pmss, m Cbngms. I?"' 3 ' ^bcommittee. 

_ . * , describes it in a form letter 

The society »ay» it now hasl^g^ to answer queries as: 
thousands of members amiss; -a CONSEnVATIVE onti-Com* 
. ch *P ,er * ln murast organization ... It seems 

.... ... .. t0 me from our records, a 

pat riot i c orga n i za ticti 1 ' 

Former Vice President Rich* 
ard M. Nixon, on the other band, 


34 states including Texas, and a 
growing reservoir ot money and 
power, 1 

HOUSTON IS described by the _ 
society a j one of jrs strong esiL vflrnfl d that the society oper- 
bulwark*. I Is members here are| fltM „„ the ■■ dwl g ermJ!t i^cy" 
■aid to number in the hundreds. ; lhat the end justifies the means. 

The society also has a leader Nixon condemned the society 
who once branded President Ei-Jln & letter to the Lo* Angeles 
tenbower si a traitor and a Com*'Times, a newspaper which had 
durnist .itself condemned the society in 

"Shocking and irresponsible."'a front-page editorial. 

‘Subversion ... J« Still Subversion 3 


"Subversion, whether of the: IT BEGAN AT a two-day meet* 
left or the right, is still sub*ling in [rdianapolii on Dee 8-9, 
version," the Times sairi r jlM. 

WHAT 18 THIS society that] Eleven friends of Welch's, all 
provoked all the uproar? Who i described as iitfluemial business* 
runa It: How powerful is it? Haw* men but never named, as- 
doea It operate? What are its iamb led at Welch's request 
goals? .without knowing why. 

Because of the society's aerm-j There was one men apiece 
secret nature, not all of theseifrom Oregon,'Kansas, Missouri, 
questicsis have been fully an- Illinois, Indiana, Tennessee and 
ewered, j Virginia* There' were two men 

The best answers available apiece from Wisconsin and Mas* 
come from the society's own'saehusetts. 
publications — mainly its bibiej Welch himself is a former 
the so-called Blue Book. ecunve of a Massachusetts! 

Tha I82*page Blue B o ok.]candy company, 
printed by offset press with a: For two days and nights, 
loosa-leaf binding, was writ ten'stopping only for meals and 
by Robert Welch, 61, the ao-rcoffee breaks, the 11 men 
flidy'fl founder- [listened to Welch unfold his plan. 

In a foreword to the book,!Welch never says how many of 
Welch telto this story of how] the 11 were converted to his 
tba society was bom: cause. 
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outlines in detail. On the basis of TheobaWs documented story, 
it is impossible to refute the most disturbing accusation that has 
ever been made against a United States President* 


Freda Utley: The China Story 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago, Ilf.; 274 pages, Out of Print) 
The High Cost Of Vengeance 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago, Ill.; 310 pages, Out of Print) 
The China $/ory is the conclusive summarization of the 
irredeemable American guilt in the loss of six hundred million 
people, and the key to all Asia, to Communism, Miss Utley, 
though she knows China, does not argue from a Chinese point 
of view, but rather as a student of United States politics. She 
produces evidence that a definable group of men, working in 
the United States Government and the United States press, 
planned the deliverance of China to Mao. It is Miss Utley’s 
persuasive belief that Chinas fall was neither "historically 
necessary” nor even the result of a powerful trend; but that it 
was brought about by the scheming of Communist agents who 
had penetrated into the controlling strata of American society. 

In The High Cost of Vengeance, Miss Utley contends that 
the policy of "unconditional surrender,” into which a willing 
Roosevelt was pushed by Communist agents like Harry Dexter 
White, meant the unnecessary expenditure of at least one year, 
and of innumerable lives, during the last war. Given the slight¬ 
est encouragement, the German Army would have been able 
to overthrow Hitler and to come to reasonable terms with the 
Allies in 1944. But the cost of vengeance went far beyond the 
frivolously wasted lives of thousands of soldiers. During the 
years of military occupation, the United States, England and 
France aided and abetted the devilishly clever plans the Soviet 
troops were executing m occupied Germany. Our policy of 
vengeance suited precisely the Communist strategy of creating 
a vacuum in the center of the Continent during the decisive 
postwar years in Europe — years when the Soviet Union laid 
the foundations for its current power play. At stake were, first, 
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the Soviet control over Germany’s incomparable productive 
forces, and then, control over the world. In each, the Soviets 
were immeasurably helped by our policy of vengeance in 
Germany. 


Jan Vat tin: Out Of The Night 
{Alliance, N, Y841 pages. Out of Print) 

In 1919, a man who looked like an uneasy hero from 
Mutiny On The Bounty , came to America, It was not his first 
visit to this country, Herr Krebs, the man hiding behind the 
pseudonym “Jan Valtin,” was one of the ablest, boldest and 
most kicked-around agents of the Communist Seamen's organi¬ 
zation, an organization that for the past few decades had made 
possible the Comintern's clandestine communications all over 
the world. As Out of The Night proves, Valtin was also a story 
teller comparable in gripping power to Jack London, He tells 
the story of his Life with a tough realism that despises sentimen¬ 
tality and knows no self-pity. It is a fantastic tale of hard luck, 
cruelty, pain and deceit; and its most fantastic aspect is its 
demonstrable veracity, Whether or not Valtin has achieved 
in his book the feat of total recollection, his savage volume is 
authentic in its major revelations. Particularly excellent are the 
chapters which describe the underworld of conspiratorial work 
—the subhuman area of “ideologies” where nobody can tell a 
spy from a counter-spy, a Communist from a Nazi, a hero from 
a gangster, because, in truth, they are all the'same. 


R j, P* Veale: Advance To Bakbafjsm 
(Devin-Adair, N. Y.; 522 pages, $4-50) 

Like democracy itself, democratic wars tend towards 
totalitarian extremism. The last war was different from all pre¬ 
ceding ones inasmuch as it produced, on both sides, many new 
concepts in the history of warfare. These included the strategic 
concept of annihilating civilian populations, of pursuing the 
somewhat insane goal of “unconditional surrender,” and of put¬ 
ting losers before a vindictive "court” that was controlled, not 
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by morality and law, but by the arbitrariness of the victors. 
Advance To Barbarism, a quite extraordinary book written in 
1948 by an Englishman* undertakes the lonely job of question¬ 
ing the conduct of the victors, throughout and after the war. 
It is* above all* a conclusive critique of the "war crimes trials, 
in which the Soviet murderers of Katyn were sitting in court* 
side by side with Western jurists, to pass judgment on the van¬ 
quished. The author has not the slightest sympathy with the 
Nazis who stood indicted. But his sense of moderation, his 
intelligence and his conscience compel him to present a forceful 
discussion of the caricature of justice which we had staged in 
Nuremberg. 

Ebed Van der Vlugt (Foreword by A . C. Wedemeyer): 
ASIA AFLAME 

(Devin-Adair, N. Y.; 294 pages, $6,00) 

The merit of this thorough, learned and highly readable 
book is its thesis: that the convulsions and revolutions in the 
Far, the Middle and the Near East are not historic accidents, nor 
ff indigenous” consequences of specific, local and regional stresses. 
Instead, they occur very much according to a Communist plan 
that has been in effect since 1918 , This was the year of Lenin 1 s 
fateful realization that the way to Berlin, Fans, London and 
Washington must be around, and through, the oriental world . 
Ever since, Moscow has — with infinite patience and minute 
detail — been politicking, scheming, and manipulating in these 
areas. The author does not , of course, deny that "objective cir¬ 
cumstances” in that area arc deplorable, explosive and indeed 
revolting . But he destroys the western naivete which, each 
time, is completely satisfied with a plausible explanation of 
national ambitions , In reality, these "national ambitions” are 
carefully manipulated Communist stratagems . 

It has taken Moscow’s viceroy, Acbmed Sukarno, fourteen 
years to convert Indonesia into a Soviet satellite. This book 
shores, among other things, how our government has helped him 
every step of the way . 
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Henry Grady Weaver: The Mainspring Of Human Progress 
(Foundation For Economic Education! Irvington* N. T.; 

27? pages* $2J0) 

Why is it that in America* in just three generations, man 
managed to outstrip the world's total progress for six thousand 
years? How was it possible that our republic, with less than 
seven per cent of the earth's population, was able to create more 
wealth than all the other billions of people In the world? The 
reason, suggests Henry Grady Weaver, is that Americans have 
made more effective use of their human energies than any other 
people on the face of the earth. And, what is vastly more impor¬ 
tant, they have discovered that the mainspring of all human 
progress is liberty. 

Progress — which begins with the invention of tools, and 
the exchange system deriving therefrom — is inseparable from 
liberty* Yet each nation in history, with the single exception of 
America, made the fatal mistake of restricting freedom, and 
thereby stifling progress. By tracing the economic and political 
cultures of the ancient Greeks, Romans, Hebrews, Christians 
and Moslems, Weaver explains how America incorporated into 
written law the best traditions and tenets of these diverse 
cultures. For the first time in recorded history, instead of having 
his freedom doled to him according to the whims of a ruler, 
man placed strict limitations and proscriptions on government. 
The result of this new freedom, which today in America is being 
rapidly curtailed, can be seen in every street, house, factory 
and school in the United States. 


—> Albert C. Wedemeyer: Wedemeyer Reports, 

(Henry Holt, N. Y.; 497 pages, $6.00) 

General Wedgini eyer reached, at an amazing ly early age, 
t he stature of un mistakable greatness. So pm-emmentJW£r£_liis 
qualities of leadership a nd judgment t hat even Roosevelt f elt 
compelled to give him ass ignments of immense responsibilities, 
although the young general was known for his principled opgo^ 
sition to the New THaTTn WedeTneyer Reports j one of the 
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nation’s rare soldier-statesmen submits the momentous findings 
of his career to his countrymen, A substantial part of his report 
is, unavoidably, devoted to Wedemeyeris historic mission to 
China where, as successor to Stilwell, he desperately — but un¬ 
successfully — tried to save the Chiang Government. Although 
the Chinese story will naturally remain the most quoted section 
of Wedemeyeris superbly written book, Wedemeyer Reports 
is very likely the most important American study of the last 
war in its entirety. The General neither withholds his extremely 
well-informed opinion on the chicanery with which Roosevelt 
got the United States into the war, nor is he reluctant with his 
authoritative judgments on our grand strategy throughout that 
war. Unlike Eisenhower, and very much like Mac Arthur, Wede¬ 
meyer is congenitally incapable of conforming with whatever 
happens to be "the trend/ 1 The book is a witness to both the 
author's originality and his profound sense of honor. 


Alexander Weissberg: The Accused 
(Simon Sc Shuster, Y,; 518 pages, $4*00) 

Weissberg, an Austrian nuclear scientist, went to Soviet 
Russia in the early thirties, A Communist of long standing (it 
was he who persuaded Arthur Koestler to enter the Party), his 
assignment was to build and manage a modern nuclear research 
institute for the Soviets. In the midst of his devoted labors he 
fell victim to the insane xenophobia that was one of the char¬ 
acteristics of Stalin's purges. For the next several years, Weiss- 
berg fought a remarkable duel of will and wits with the NKVD 
prosecutors, who wanted a "confession" from him that he had 
been sent to Soviet Russia under orders to kill Stalin. Through¬ 
out these years, in Soviet jails, Weissberg met hundreds of Rus¬ 
sian s — Communists and non-Communists ~ each of whom 
steps out of the pages of this vivid book into the personal 
acquaintance of the reader. The Accused is rewarding reading, 
even as an adventure story. Beyond that, it gives glimpses of 
Communist mentality under stress, with exceptionally intelli¬ 
gent observations. 
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Robert Welch: The Life Of John Birch 
(Henry Regnery, Chicago, III,; 118 pages, $1.50) 

In 1953, strangely moved by a few remarks of an unknown 
United States Army captain, quoted in a Congressional report, 
Robert Welch began an intensive search to find all there was to 
know about Captain John Morrison Birch. What he learned is 
recorded in the unusual and electrifying biography of a young 
American who died in China in 1945* at the age of twenty-six, 
Welch asked himself (and answered in his book) these three 
fundamental questions; Who was this young American? How 
did he happen to fight and die in China? What was the signifi¬ 
cance of his life and death? John Birch* as Welch's dedicated 
research shows, was exactly the stuff a nation's heroes, and 
perhaps its saints, are made of. Has tragically short life was 
full of that wondrous glow of love that redeems the cruelty of 
living. It was also filled with the tragic consequences of a 
national policy that is still destroying America. 


William L, White: Report On The Russians 
(Harcourt Brace, N. Y,; 308 pages, Out of Print) 

An editor of the Reader*s Digest , and still publisher of his 
unforgettable father's beloved Emporia Gazette, Bill White 
travelled in the company of official United States visitors to 
Soviet Russia. He made good use of the red-carpet treatment he 
received, by reporting to the American people everything he 
had seen. The result is the shrewdest piece of journalism that has 
come from any American visitor to Moscow in ten years, 
particularly including the pompous and utterly unreliable Mos¬ 
cow correspondents of the New York Times . White does not 
bother to discuss Communist theory; he simply presents the 
tangible, the observable, the measurable. Nor is this trained 
reporter overwhelmed by the fact that Russians, too, have two 
eyes and a nose and* in general* resemble human creatures. This 
he takes as much for granted as he does the proclaimed inten¬ 
tions of the Communist, He is dealing with reality — the speci¬ 
fics of every-day life, and the rules of Russian conduct. 
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Charles A, Willoughby: Shanghai Conspiracy 
(Dutton, N. Y.; 31 f pages, Out of Print) 

General Willoughby, one of Douglas MacArthur’s closest 
associates for many years, was the United States chief intelli¬ 
gence officer in the Pacific area. What he does not know about 
his beat is not worth knowing — and what he does know is 
crucial. In Shanghai Conspiracy Willoughby introduces the 
reader to what was perhaps the greatest triumph of Soviet 
espionage in World War II — the feat of one Richard Sorge, a 
Communist underground agent who managed to rise in Nazi 
Germany’s foreign service to the position of a chief adviser of 
the German Embassy in Tokyo. From Tokyo, Sorge built a 
spider-net of espionage contacts all over Asia, which is still not 
destroyed (though Sorge himself was finally caught and exe- 
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Alice Widener: BEHIND THE V. N. FRONT 
(The Bookmailer, N. Y.; 127 pages, $2.00) 

Even determined adherents of the United Nations are 
inclined to believe that it is primarily a wasteful, superfluous, 
stuffy clique of busybodies, and not much more. In a tireless 
investigation that has taken years, Mrs. Widener has assembled 
frightening evidence that the United Nations is one of the most 
effective, most influential, and most threatening instruments for 
destroying the sovereignty of the United States, and for creat¬ 
ing a totalitarian World Government. Much more has been 
accomplished toward that end than many American patriots 
realize. The staff of the United Nations has developed into an 
international bureaucracy of sweeping powers. Various U.N. 
agencies interfere, day by day, with United States Government 
and business . The world-wide network of UNESCO is pene¬ 
trating United States schools, with a master plan of creating 
m our children allegiance to a one-world concept, rather than 
to the American flag. In short, the U.N. operators are not just 
busybodies and cookie-pushers, but accomplished experts in 
attaining the central Communist aim — the destruction of 
American self-determination. 
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cuted by the Japanese). But Willoughby does not confine his 
book to the Sorge saga. Written with the expertness of a master, 
and with the restraint of a man who has learned the lessons of 
responsibility, Shanghai Conspiracy is, without a doubt, one 
of the most authoritative treatises on two decades of develop¬ 
ments in Asia. 


Felix Wictmer: The Conquest Of The American Mind 
(Meador Publ., Boston; 3S2 pages, $5.00) 

How was it possible that a few thousand professional 
revolutionaries, even though they may have achieved strategic 
positions, could manipulate the mind of the American people— 
a nation of 17$ million reasonably intelligent individuals? Felix 
Wittmer, a brilliant educator and indefatigable advocate of 
freedom, answers this question with an encyclopaedic array of 
facts. He views one area of public opinion after another, only 
to discover in each field the very same set of ideas, and even the 
same set of "publicists,” at work. Like all great national infec¬ 
tions in history, the totalitarian attack on America’s body 
politic is rooted in a few seductive central ideas. Wittmer is 
more interested in those ideas than in the more or less accidental 
persons who carry them through the channels of "public opin¬ 
ion” to the last piece of social tissue. The Conquest of The 
American Mind is the kind of textbook that could save the 
youth of America from the infection they are bound to catch 
in the nation’s colleges, which are so effectively run by our 
Socialistic "intelligentsia:” 


Rene A. Wormser; ! 

FOUNDATIONS: THEIR POWER AND INFLUENCE 
(Devin-Adair,N. Y.;412 pages, $7.50) 

In one of the most ironical paradoxes of recent history, 
the profits of some of America’s most famous business corpora¬ 
tions support some major collectivist activities (and even certain 
subversive operations) in this country. This trick is, of course, 
performed by the financing power and the soothing influence 
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0 / £&ose tax-exempt "foundations/ 3 whose enormous income is 
being spent on the most frivolous adventures of our "social 
scientists/* and often on ventures of outright subversion * Best 
known, perhaps, is the cause of the Institute of Pacific Relations, 
which was being financed by the Carnegie and the Rockefeller 
Foundations< Wormser > former counsel to the Special House 
Committee on Foundations 3 goes far beyond that mfamous case , 
He presents, in full control of the almost unbelievable material, 
the interlocking operation of the major foundations * which 
are supported by American business and, at the same time y are 
committed to destroying the free enterprise system. T he ordinary 
American has no slightest idea of what is really happening in 
this field — as in so many areas of our national life. 
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"But on one man's soul it hath broken, 

A light that doth not depart; 

And his look, or a word he hath spoken 
Wrought flame in another man's heart/' 1 


UNTIL a little more than a year ago I had never heard o£ John Birch, 
And the links of transmission, through which the impact o£ this young 
man reached me, were thin and strained, A more tenuous chain of in¬ 
fluence could hardly have been imagined by O’Shaughnessy while writing 
the above lines of his great ode. 

All alone, in a committee room of the Senate Office Building in 
Washington, l was reading the dry typewritten pages in an unpublished 
report of an almost forgotten congressional committee hearing. Suddenly 
I was brought up sharp by a quotation of some words an army captain 
had spoken on the day of his death eight years before. Interest in the 
quotation soon ltd me to the incident with which the following narrative 
begins. From then on the light of John Birch's actions gradually became 
greater than the light of his words, and neither would depart. With re¬ 
gard to both, 1 bad to learn all I could of their source and their circum- 
stances. This small book is the result of my search. 

Somewhere in Goethe’s thousands of pages appears the beautiful line: 
A lie mcnschlkhc Gebrechen subnet ret fie Mensehlich Pure humanity 
atones for all human crimes and weaknesses. As of today this may be too 
optimistic a balance sheet. The debit side of the ledger is heavy with mass 
murders and inhuman tortures, with blasphemy and treason and felonies 
and cruelties, so despicable in degree and so widespread in practice as to 
prompt a feeling of despair. Even the purity of character and nobility of 
purpose of a John Birch can atone for only a small part of so much 
human vileness. 

But there is strong encouragement in finding so firm an entry on the 
credit side. For the fact that cultural traditions and ethical forces still at 
work can produce one such man is clear proof that they are still producing 
others like him. Of the slowly built hereditary and environmental molds, 
into which such youth were poured, many have now been smashed 
altogether, and many more have their sidewalls badly cracked; but many 
still remain unreached by the stresses of political tyranny and the erosion 
of moral anarchy around us. The output of these molds can still save our 
civilization. 

It is no accident that you also, who now read these lines, have probably 
never heard of John Birch before. That small victory of our Communist 
enemies, in consigning him to temporary oblivion, cannot now be un- 
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done. But even with my plodding skill bogging down my bounding 
purpose, I believe that you will bug remember him after finishing these 
short chapters ahead. And his memory will add f in some small measure, 
to your hope and your inspiration. 

Robert R W, Welch, Jr. 

Belmont r Massachusetts 
February 22 > 1954 
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The Life of John Birch 


The Rescue of Colonel Doolittle 


The time is an evening in April, value when he becomes the first Amen- 
1942* We have been at war with Japan can ever to live and work in the field 
four and one-half months. Colonel with a Chinese army* Later, he is to 
Doolittle's flyers have just startled them- prove his remarkable proficiency at dis- 
selves, the Japanese, and the world with guising himself and melting away un- 
their token bombing of Tokyo* But discoverably into the native population, 
the planes have no place to land within But tonight he knows nothing of this 
their fuel range* For China has been future.) Fortunately, while not con- 
at war with Japan four and one-holi spicuous, he is making no attempt to 
years. The coastal provinces of China hide his own nationality* 
are full of occupation troops, which at The other patrons of the restaurant 
this very time are beginning new ad- are all Chinese, One of them, on his 
vances inland* The three airfields most way out after a brief meal, brushes 
counted on have all been bombed, against the stranger as if by accident, 

whether through a leak in Washington and manages to whisper, in Chinese: 

as suspected by General StIIwell or “If you are an American, please follow 
solely by the accidents of war. At any me. 1 * The stranger, as soon as he dares, 
rate, Doolittle and his fellow pilots also rises and leaves. The incident goes 
simply fly their planes to the Chinese unnoticed by the other diners, 
mainland, and over it as long as their Outside, the American is taken by 
gasoline holds out. They then come his sel bap pointed guide to a small 

down with a crash landing, or by covered riverboat, casually and incon- 

parachute* spicuously bid up alongside the river's 

The place is a cheap restaurant in a bank. In that boat he finds Colonel 

vilkge by a river, near the western James H, Doolittle, who has been hid- 

boundary of Chekiang Province. One den and brought this far by Chinese 

of the customers is a young American, patriots. This is the first American 

He is dressed in cheap native clothes, Doolittle has seen since his raid* The 

and speaks - the native dialect. He is young man is able not only to get 
eating the cheapest native food, by Colonel Doolittle safely into free China, 

habit as well as by thrifty instinct. For but is instrumental in rounding up and 
white, at the minute, he has a little saving a number of the men from sev- 

more money than usual, he has been era! of the other planes. Without him 

living on two dollars per month for it is doubtful that any of these flyers, or 
the past several months. (Later this their commander himself, would have 
ability, gained by hard experience, to escaped capture and torture by the 
subsist on bamboo shoots and the Japanese, 

cheapest red rice, is to prove of great I ran across this very small but urn 
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usual pebble on the beach of history 
while looking for some larger and 
entirely different rocks. It puzzled me, 
and prompted several questions, (1) 
Who was this young American? (2) 
How did he happen to be where he was 
at this exact and opportune time? 
(3) What happened to him afterwards? 
As I dug for the answers they soon led 
me to more important questions: (4) 
Why was so heroic, brilliant, and con¬ 
secrated a patriot so completely un¬ 
known in America? And (5) What 
was the significance o£ his life — and 
death? What I found out on all five 
points is outlined, in part, below. But it 
is the last two questions that give 
weight to the whole inquiry. For, as 
Senator Knowland has stated publicly, 
if the story of this young man had been 
known and understood, it could have 
made a huge difference in our attitude 
and the circumstances that led to our 
engagement in Korea. 


An American Childhood 
His name was John Birch, He was 
twenty-three years old, and from a 
farm near Macon, Georgia, A direct 
descendant of John Alden, John Birch 
was as American as Calvin Coolidge 
and “Buffalo Bill" Cody, to both of 
whom he was related. For although 
John was proud of the fact that his 
mother's ancestry had been traced back, 
dearly and unmistakably, to the time 
of William the Conqueror, and that 
three members of that ancestry had 
been knighted in England, his family 
on both sides had been deeprooted in 
America for generations. 

It is worth while thus stressing this 
matter of lineage because of the rather 
strange coincidence that John Birch, as 


fine a young man as America has ever 
produced, was bom in Asia and also 
died in Asia, Perhaps the fact is sym¬ 
bolic of the greater interest America 
was already and must now continue to 
take in that continent. 

His parents, George S. Birch and 
Ethel Ellis Birch, were—and still are— 
deeply religious people. For three years 
of their lives immediately after mar¬ 
riage they were both missionaries in 
India. Or at least they were so classified 
by the Mission Headquarters which 
had sent them to Asia, But Mr. Birch, 
who had a B,S. Degree in Agriculture 
from the University of Georgia, actual¬ 
ly taught Agriculture at Ewing Chris¬ 
tian College in Allahabad, India; ran 
the college dairy; and then worked 
with men's Bible classes in all his spare 
time. Mrs. Birch, who held a Bachelor 
of Science Degree from Wooster Col¬ 
lege, Wooster, Ohio, tutored English 
at Ewing Christian Gollege and worked 
with women's Bible classes in as 
wide an area as she could reach. Their 
first child, John Morrison Birch, was 
born on May 28, 1918, in Landaur, 
India. But when he was two and one- 
half years old, the family returned to 
America—primarily because of his fa¬ 
ther’s persistent illness in the Indian 
climate. 

They'settled first in his mother’s home 
town, Vineland, New Jersey, George 
Birch became a partner with his father- 
indaw in a successful fruit-growing 
business. Blue Spruce Farms, And there 
the boy, John Birch, went through 
grammar school, leading his class. 
Then, in 1930, Mr. Birch was asked to 
come back to the Mt- Berry School in 
Rome, Georgia, where both he and 
Mrs. Birch had taught before they were 
married, and where they had first met 
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each other. He accepted,, Mrs. Birch and 
the children—there were now seven— 
followed a year later, and all but one 
of John's remaining years in America 
were spent in Georgia. 

For the Birch family of nine the 
depression decade was a jumble of 
teaching (on the part of both parents), 
of farming, of poverty, of the pain of 
being separated by the available work, 
of the pleasure of regrouping; of the 
growing strength o£ family ties and 
the sustaining strength of a fundamen¬ 
tal faith that made every hardship 
seem merely a test of character. There 
was one stretch when the family did 
not have more than five dollars of 
actual cash income for three months; 
there was more than one period of 
months at a time when they lived almost 
exclusively on milk toast made from 
stale "penny* 1 bread. For even when 
Mr. and Mrs. Birch were both teaching, 
clothes of some kind had to be bought 
and other necessities provided for them¬ 
selves and seven growing children. 

Next to the education, religion, and 
character of his parents, the greatest 
single influence on John Birch, undoubt¬ 
edly, was his life at Birchwood, a farm 
which had belonged to Mr. Birch's 
father. It consisted of several hundred 
acres, mostly wooded but part in culti¬ 
vation, with a large but dilapidated 
house that had originally been built 
for the superintendent of a granite 
quarry, now long since abandoned. 
This house, a mile up a winding lane 
from any highway or any neighbor, 
sat in a beautiful and completely casual 
growth of trees and vines and shrubs, 
on a hill that slopes down in a few 
hundred yards to the steep bank of 
the Ocmulgee River, Perhaps this 
writer is prejudiced by similar per¬ 


sonal experience, but there is some sub¬ 
stance to the feeling that only those 
who have lived without money on 
ancestral acres in the South can fully 
understand the strange mixture of pov¬ 
erty and pride, the attitudes, aspirations, 
and sense of values generated by such 
an environment. The hope of some day 
"fixing up” Birchwood as a worthy 
home for his parents and the other 
children remained one of John Birch's 
freely admitted concessions to human 
vanity even during all of his years in 
China, while he was planning a far 
more ascetic and dedicated career for 
himself. And when the house at Birch¬ 
wood burned in September, 1943, with¬ 
out insurance, due to sparks from a 
railroad locomotive carried to the prop¬ 
erty by a high wind while the whole 
family was absent, John's immediate 
reaction to news of the disaster was to 
write his parents that—whatever else 
they did—they should not sell any of 
their land. 

In 1934 Mrs. Birch and the children 
had been living on a rented farm in 
Floyd County, Georgia, near where 
Mr. Birch was teaching Agriculture, 
and where Mrs. Birch had also been 
teaching English for the preceding two 
years. When they decided to go to 
Birchwood it was a year before Mr. 
Birch could leave his job to join them. 
To John, as the oldest child, now six¬ 
teen years old, fell most of the respon¬ 
sibility for moving their limited but 
heterogeneous possessions more than a 
hundred miles. It was an undertaking, 
and an adventure, never to be forgotten. 
He and his brother Ellis went ahead, 
in a little Model T Ford pick-up truck, 
to build a small corral in which to keep 
the cattle temporarily. There were 
thirty-one head, and when they arrived 
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in a huge trailer truck a few days later^ 
the two resourceful boys had the enclo¬ 
sure finished. After that the cattle had 
to be put out to graze daily, and “mind¬ 
ed" by the younger children, until the 
older boys could get some fences built. 
But even every chicken was moved suc¬ 
cessfully without loss, and every mem¬ 
ber of the family plunged into the work 
of making Birch wood really a home. 
When Mr, Birch did arrive the next 
summer one ‘'extra" accomplishment 
they could proudly show him was that 
they had fenced four hundred acres of 
the land. 

During all these years of moving, of 
poverty ? and of unceasing farm chores, 
neither John nor any of the children 
old enough to go to school ever missed 
a Year* or a month. Secular education 
for their children in the institutions 
available, religious education in the 
Sunday Schools and church services 
nearby, and both secular and a religious 
education continuously at home, con¬ 
stituted together a “must” to which Mr. 
and Mrs. Birch were willing to sacrifice 
almost all other considerations—and 
frequently did. John graduated from 
Gore High School in Chattooga Coun¬ 
ty* at the head of his class- One year 
after the family settled at Blrchwood 
John entered Mercer University in 
Macon, where he led his class, and from 
which he received his B.A. Degree in 
1939, magna cum laudt* He then went 
to the Bible Baptist Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, where he did two years 
work in one year and still graduated at 
the head of his class. His impact on 
that school while he was there, as much 
as the small part of his fabulous later 
record which did seep through, is re¬ 
sponsible for the fact that one of their 
buildings was later named John Birch 


Hall. And his graduation from the 
Seminary, in June* 1940, brings us up 
to the second question in our series 
of five. 


Eakjly Months in China 

John had volunteered for missionary 
work in China while he was still a 
senior at Mercer. He had already been 
accepted by the World's Fundamen¬ 
talist Baptist Missionary Fellowship 
when He went to Fort Worth. He 
sailed for China in July, 1940, and 
never returned. 

The first six months* in addition to 
performing missionary dudes of which 
he was capable, he attended a language 
school in Shanghai. To a natural genius 
for languages he added determination 
and an unceasing desire to continue 
learning, from every source, after this 
formal initiation into Chinese. Even¬ 
tually he acquired a fluency possessed 
by few Americans. By early in 1941 he 
could speak the native tongue well 
enough to be sent to Hangchow, where 
he taught at a Chinese school for boys* 
conducted services, and worked with 
the Chinese ministers in the small 
churches of a wide area. Here was a 
preacher, burning with zeal, who really 
intended to preach. He went out reg¬ 
ularly through the Japanese occupation 
lines TO see rural congregations, and 
visited many villages where no Ameri¬ 
can had been seen since fighting had 
first reached that area three and one- 
half years before. He was the only mis¬ 
sionary in Hangchow who continued 
excursions to the country during all the 
"gathering gloom" (his own phrase) of 
194L And by the time Pearl Harbor 
came he had so incurred the wrath of 
the Japanese that the very first day of 
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official war with America they sent a 
detachment to arrest John Birch, But he 
escaped, and fled to Shangjao in Kiang- 
si Province* There, with funds com¬ 
pletely cut off, he and four native 
preachers sustained and encouraged the 
little congregations of converts to the 
best of their abilities—and made more 
converts. Despite every handicap, one 
earnest group, blessed by John’s guid¬ 
ance and enthusiasm, actually built one 
small new church during these hectic 
months. 

Not only was John without money, 
except for the very little he had saved 
out of his salary of fifty dollars per 
month, but most of these small savings 
were in traveler's checks which, after 
Pearl Harbor, no bank in Kiangsi 
would cash. Communications with 
America were impossible. In January 
there arrived at Shangjao, after a pre¬ 
carious journey from Shanghai through 
occupied territory, a baptized native 
who brought a message from mission¬ 
aries stranded in that city* They asked 
John to get word to headquarters in 
Chicago that all funds, any funds, for 
them, should be sent through John 
Birch in Shangjao. This was only in 
part because Shangjao was still in "Free 
China.” It was because John was so 
inevitably a leader of men, on whom 
others leaned in time of trouble. De¬ 
spite his own desperate shortage he re¬ 
layed this message by radio, cable, and 
air mail, but no answer came. 

One of the native preachers gave up 
and went to his small home in another 
province. And by April 15 John was 
completely destitute. But the turning 
point was at hand. On April 18, the 
very day of Doolittle'S raid, the Chinese 
Army Headquarters in Hangchow 
cashed traveler's checks which the banks 
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had rejected. John’s first thought was 
of his desperate "brothers” in the 
North. The native "brother" was still 
in Shangjao. John gave this man all of 
the funds he could possibly spare, and 
set out at once in a small borrowed 
boat to conduct him down the river into 
Chekiang Province, to see that he 
got started as safely as possible on the 
perilous journey back to Shanghai. Ac¬ 
companying this emissary as far as Sing 
Tcng, John even visited several of the - 
country churches in that area. Then he 
returned alone up the river, through 
the dangerous no-man's land towards 
Shangjao, It was on this return trip 
that he stopped to eat in the restaurant 
where he was accosted by the native 
who took him to Colonel Doolittle. 


The Missionary Becomes a Soldier 

By April, 1942, John Birch was aware 
that the Japanese would soon overrun 
Shangjao. He had already written the 
American Military Mission in Chung¬ 
king, asking to join the army as a chap¬ 
lain, as a private, or in whatever capac¬ 
ity he could be most useful. After his 
encounter with Colonel Doolittle events 
moved very rapidly, both as to the gen¬ 
eral developments in that part of China 
and as to John’s own life in the midst 
of these developments. 

At Lanchi he and Colonel Doolittle 
separated, the Colonel going on to 
Chungking and John taking the train 
back to Shangjao. The day he reached 
that city, April 27* two telegrams ar¬ 
rived, One was money from the Fellow¬ 
ship office in Chicago. The other was 
from Chungking, ordering him to duty 
at Ch'u Chou Airbase, and then to go 
to the capital city when his work at the 
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airbase was finish. On May 4 he wrote 
his parents a long letter from Ch’u 
Chou, concerning his recent activities, 
and ending with these lines; "This 
week I have been serving as chaplain 
to the flyers who bombed Tokyo; now 
most of them have gone on to Chung* 
king, and when the dead and wounded 
shall have been cared for, I shall go on, 
too* Needless to say, please pray* The 
Japs are bombing here daily now/’ 
That last admonition seems to have 
been well justified* For on the very day 
John left Ch’u Chou, four and one-half 
weeks later, the Japanese bombed the 
headquarters where he had been living, 
killing four people* 

In the meantime, amazingly and un¬ 
expectedly, he had received from his 
parents a cashable draft for one him- 
dred and ten American "gold” dollars. 
Nobody knew and appreciated more 
than John himself how much sacrifice 
on their part this represented* But it 
came just in time to help him and the 
Chinese preachers evacuate before the 
advancing Japs, who soon captured 
their mission in Shangjao and overran 
Ch’u Chou as well* 

On May 28, his twenty-fourth birth* 
day, with his chaplain’s work in Ch'u 
Chou finished, John headed for Chung¬ 
king* Transportation was hard to find, 
because of the proximity and fierceness 
of the fighting, the rapidity of the Jap¬ 
anese advance, and the resulting mass 
evacuation* But with the help of some 
Chinese officers John finally caught a 
gasoline truck bound for southern 
Kiangsi Province. They were held up 
by floods, washed-out bridges, impass¬ 
able ferry crossings, and other obstacles, 
time and time again, but at last reached 
Hecg Yang, in Hunan Province, on 
June 10* There John got the night 


train to Kweilin, in Kwangsi Province, 
where by a miracle of coincidence, 
he bumped into General Claire Chen- 
nauk, Commander of the famous 
American Volunteer Group. General 
Chennault gave John a ride in aa Army 
transport plane — his first in any plane 
— to Chungking, which they reached 
on June 16* For the next three weeks 
he served as assistant chaplain to the 
A.V.G, And on July 4, 15M2, he was 
inducted as a 2nd Lieutenant into the 
China Air Task Force of the American 
Army* This unit, which on that very 
day superseded the simultaneously dis¬ 
solved American Volunteer Group, re¬ 
mained under the command of General 
Chennault, and the following March 
became the 14th Air Force- 

Colonel Doolittle, still in Chungking 
at this time, was very much interested 
in Chinese aviation* One of John’s early 
but incidental jobs was serving as inter* 
preter for the colonel in conversations 
with the Chinese flight commanders* 
This was undoubtedly the hardest lan¬ 
guage test that John ever faced, for he 
himself confessed wryly that most of 
Doolittle’s technical terms were not 
even known to him in English* But he 
handled the assignment with great sat¬ 
isfaction to everybody concerned, until 
Colonel Doolittle left China. 

It cannot be guessed now whether 
John Birch, Baptist missionary, would 
ever have been assigned to Intelligence 
but for his accidental experience as 
helper and interpreter for Colonel Doo¬ 
little* Certainly John himself had not 
even thought of this as a possibility, as 
his letters clearly reveal* But hindsight 
makes it evident that few men have 
ever been better equipped for the work 
by training, or better suited to it by 
character. He had manv assets for the 
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purpose in addition to those which have 
already been mentioned. 

One of the most important and use¬ 
ful of these assets was his elementary 
but adequate knowledge of radio, plus 
a natural mechanical aptitude. At 
Birch wood, when John was sixteen 
years old and the family was too poor 
to buy a radio, he and Ellis had built 
their own. Now, during the next three 
years, he was to become a technical ex¬ 
pert, at installing, repairing! and operat¬ 
ing radio equipment, in all kinds of 
places and under die most adverse con¬ 
ditions. 

For about eight months John worked 
directly under and very close to Gen¬ 
eral Chennault, as an Intelligence 
Officer, in Chungking and then in 
Kunming. Not too much is known of 
his activities during this period, but 
some light is thrown on them by a 
letter written by Chennault in Novem¬ 
ber, 1942. Dated at Kunming, on sta¬ 
tionery of Headquarters, China Air 
Task Force, it is addressed to 2nd Lt. 
John M. Birch, 23rd Fighter Group, 
and reads as follows: 

1. Your recent secret mission in 
relation to intelligence matters, which 
led you extremely close to enemy 
territory, has been invaluable to the 
China Air Task Force, The success¬ 
ful accomplishment of this hazardous 
mission required fortitude, courage, 
and devotion to duty. The excellent 
manner in which you have carried 
out this difficult duty is highly com¬ 
mended, 

2. A copy of this letter will he 
placed in your 201 file. 

C, L. Chennault 
Brigadier General, 

A.U.S. Commanding 
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It is also known that, without previous 
training, John arranged the organiza¬ 
tion and correction of maps, records, 
and incoming information, and prac¬ 
tically established the Intelligence Head¬ 
quarters of the newly created China Air 
Task Force, 

Then, in March, 1943, when this 
group became the Nth Air Force, and 
was augmented in strength by the 308th 
Bomb Group, John was sent to Chang¬ 
sha, as Liaison and Intelligence Officer 
with Marshal Hsueh Yo, Commander 
of the Chinese Ninth War Area. He 
soon won the complete confidence and 
lasting respect of this general; and with 
extremely limited facilities was able to 
set up a steady flow of intelligence in¬ 
formation back to headquarters. The 
result was that, for the first time, air 
support of the Chinese troops by the 
Hth Air Force was made possible by 
knowledge of where these troops were 
and what they were trying to do. But 
all of John's excellent achievements in 
this more routine work were com¬ 
pletely overshadowed by his exploits in 
the field. There are many reports, some 
couched in much more official lan¬ 
guage, concerning these activities of 
John Birch, from both American and 
Chinese sources—and there are probab¬ 
ly some in the Japanese archives, too, 
if they could be uncovered. But perhaps 
the best is a very short and informal 
statement by Colonel Wilfred Smith, 
which reads in part as follows: 

"—About the time of John's arrival 
in Changsha, the Japanese were pre¬ 
paring another offensive, John gave 
us early warning of enemy intentions 
and made It possible for us to bomb 
supply columns as they were forming, 
as well as supply dumps. As soon as 
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the offensive gained momentum 
John, with a portable radio set* ac¬ 
companied Chinese troops to the 
front line and observed the hour-to- 
hour shifts in the enemy attack. Dur¬ 
ing the whole campaign John kept 
the 14th Air Force Headquarters ad¬ 
vised by radio of the enemy attack. 
He had not had any formal training 
in the operation of a radio but soon 
learned to master the technique and 
was on the air constantly talking to 
pilots as they attacked. He would say 
'White Pontiac, do you see my white 
panels ?' John would have huge 
strips of cloth on the ground with 
arrow pointing to the target. The 
pilot would say 'Roger, boy, Roger/ 
Then John would say, 'There is a 
howitzer over there about a quarter 
of a mils northeast iof that pagoda/ 
The answer would come back 
‘Roger/ Then John would say, ‘Hold 
it, you are shooting over/ and then 
he would says, ‘Bring it down, that's 
it, you got it that time/ 

1£ Wc called that kind of work 
‘air-ground liaison.' John would be 
in sight of these targets he was call¬ 
ing. The pilots used to talk about 
how much help it was, and often it 
was like being led by the hand to the 
target. John spent about six weeks 
with the Chinese troops in the 1943 
Tungting Lake campaign, and we 
called him the eyes of the I4th Air 
Force. This is the first time, to my 
knowledge, that Chinese troops ever 
knew what efficient air support could 
do, and the experience certainly 
heightened the morale of the Chinese 
troops immeasurably. General Hsu eh 
said that If he had fifty teams like 
the one John handled he could lick 
the Japs himself singlehanded, But 


we just didn't have radios and men. 
If John should break a tube it would 
be all my life was worth just to get 
one tube/' 


There were many incidental or addi¬ 
tional benefits to the America n-Chinese 
allies, from this one-man intelligence 
offensive, which arc not covered in 
these paragraphs from Colonel Smith's 
report. For one thing it was, as General 
Chennault had said, the first time any 
American — even a war correspondent 
— had ever been able to stay in the field 
with a Chinese Army, and live. John 
Birch proved to his fellow Americans 
that it could be done, and many other 
brave and hardy souls — mostly ex¬ 
missionaries — followed his example 
and carried out similar tasks. But what 
was equally important, was proving 
this fact to the Chinese. They thought 
that Americans were so accustomed to 
living in the lap of luxury — which 
they were by Chinese standards — that 
they could not really be very good 
ground soldiers. John Birch proved 
that he could get along on exactly the 
same rations, and live continuously un- 
der the same conditions, that they did, 
and still fight and work twenty hours a 
day. By his own stamina and character 
John so improved relations of the 
Americans with the Chinese in the 
Ninth War Area that he was able to 
arrange an effective rescue system for 
American pilots shot down behind the 
Japanese lines. Colonel Smith says fur¬ 
ther along: “John set that up himself. 
I could conservatively estimate that 
about fifty American pilots were saved 
hy the system which John organized in 
1943-44 " And General Chennault said, 
in 1945, that about ninety per cent of his 
downed flyers had been saved by John's 
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rescue arrangements — the highest per¬ 
centage in any war theatre. 

In the long official commendation of 
John Birch by Major General Charles 
B. Stone, one other significant result of 
these field activities is recorded. “Early 
in 1944, in the Hunan combat area, he 
organized and conducted a school for 
Chinese Army radio operators and 
cryptographers for ground-air coordina¬ 
tion parties, training well over a 
hundred of these critically needed in¬ 
dividuals” Further along General 
Scone adds: “During alt of these phases 
he sent back to Fourteenth Air Force 
Headquarters by radio a constant 
stream of invaluable combat and poli¬ 
tical intelligence/ 1 

And the final word on John's services 
in Hunan can appropriately be given 
to General Hsueh Yo himself. On 
December 14, 1943, he sent an official 
communication to “Major General C. 
L. Chennault, C.C, 14th U-S. Air 
Force” on the subject “Tribute paid to 
1st Lieutenant John M. Birch,” It read, 
in translation, as follows: 

“During the whole of this Changteh 
campaign, the diligent and efficient 
service of 1st Lt. John M. Birch, 
liaison and intelligence officer of the 
14th U,S. Air Force on detached 
service in this war zone, who has 
worked continuously day and night 
without taking rest, contributed 
greatly to the dose cooperation of the 
ground and air troops and to the 
happy conclusion of the said cam¬ 
paign, It is requested that he be given 
high merits for his brilliant service/’ 

Genera! Hsuch Yo 
Commanding General 
Ninth War Zone 


MARCH, i960 


This message was forwarded to John 
by General Chennauit, with an extreme¬ 
ly commendatory message of his own. 
It ended: “Your successes will play an 
important part in finally driving the 
Japanese from China” 

They did. 


An Expedition to the Yangtze 

Years later Chennauk, in his auto¬ 
biographical history, The Way Of A 
Fighter f was to write: “John Birch was 
the pioneer of our ficid-intelligence 
net.” Applications of the word 
“pioneer" to John Birch recur so fre¬ 
quently in comments concerning his 
career, from all sources, that we shall 
be unable ourselves to avoid repeating 
the term without omitting material and 
quotations needed for other purposes. 
To be the pioneer, and chart both pur¬ 
pose and course, under the prevailing 
circumstances, however, required en¬ 
dowments of a superior order. A 
physical and mental impervious ness to 
privation and hardship, even for long 
periods of time, was one of John's assets 
for intelligence work that we have 
already glanced at in passing. It de¬ 
serves a longer look. 

Since it is not the custom of In-* 
tclligcnce men to do much talking 
about their exploits, and since John 
Birch was, according to all reports, 
about the least loquacious of this reti¬ 
cent lot, there are many of his trips, 
and many months of his life, about 
which we have almost no information. 
We know, for instance, that at some 
time and for some purpose he made the 
difficult journey to Tibet — nothing 
more. We know that he once rode a 
Mongolian pony sixty miles through a 
snowstorm over rough terrain, in one 
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day — but not when or why. Never' 
thcless the known facts were sufficient 
to make his hardihood a legend. 

Part of this ability came from mental 
attitude and determination, Bui part 
of it came from a splendid youthful 
physique, with tremendous recuperative 
powers, and with a cameUike ability to 
refuel for long stretches whenever the 
opportunity offered. During John's 
months in Chungking, after his arrival 
there in June, 1942, his appetite had 
been regarded with amazement by 
everybody. Headquarters of Chennault’s 
A.V.G., and of the Task Force which 
succeeded it, were at Peishiyi Air Base, 
actually some thirty miles out of 
Chungking, and the food provided this 
group by the Chinese at this time was 
excellent and plentiful. But John would 
eat a large dinner, which filled every¬ 
body else up, and then turn right 
around and eat a second dinner, just 
like the first, starting with soup and 
straight on through dessert. His system 
was recovering strength and substance 
after those long months on bamboo 
shoots and rice; and was automatically, 
if without conscious intention, pre¬ 
paring for even more months ahead 
when it would have to get along ex- 
elusively on similar sustenance again. 

In August, 1943, during a lull 
between the two Changteh campaigns, 
John left Changsha with two Chinese 
radio operators and six coolies. All he 
took with him was one case of D 
rations, a tommy gun, and a .45 pistol; 
and some scant bedding and several 
radios which were carried by the 
coolies. His mission was to contact 
General Shucn Yoh who commanded, 
in the Hankow-Wuning-W leaning tri¬ 
angle, a hard-hitting guerilla outfit 
known euphemistically as the 2nd 


Group Brigade. In between were 
mountains, areas of scorching semi- 
tropical heat, and the enemy. The only 
beverage to be drunk with safety was 
boiled water, or tea; and about the only 
food available behind the lines was "red 
rice with rocks in it." John himself had 
sufficient respect for the danger in¬ 
volved to have left in Changsha this 
message: "If anything should happen 
to me please tell my family I am deeply 
grateful for my Christian home and up¬ 
bringing.” But he and his little troupe 
walked the three hundred miles, aver¬ 
aging thirty miles per day — and back 
again. Although he had completely 
worn out two pairs of Army shoes, and 
actually reached Changsha in Chinese 
cloth sandals, John returned safely in 
October, ‘lean, deeply sunburned, bur 
in splendid condition, and greatly in¬ 
spired with the success of his mission. 11 

He had found the Chinese guerillas 
completely cooperative and helpful. 
"While on the Yangtze/ 1 General 
Chennauk reports, "Birch discovered 
the Japanese were much more de¬ 
pendent on the Shihweiyao iron mines 
and smelter than we had suspected. He 
sent us detailed information that 
enabled us to cripple the blast furnaces 
and docks by bombing/ 1 

On this same mission John learned 
through his guerilla friends that the 
Japanese were using a suburb near 
Hankow to conceal a big munitions 
dump from air attacks on that city. 
After this information was transmitted 
by radio relays to headquarters the 
bombers were still unable to locate the 
target. So John himself filtered back 
through the lines far enough to be 
picked up by a plane, and rode in the 
nose of the lead B-25 to pin-point the 
exact spot for the bombardier. When 
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the first bombs hit, munitions started 
exploding, and soon the whole seeming¬ 
ly deserted town erupted into a volcano 
of smoke and fire. John’s Chinese 
friends, who had tipped him off to this 
secret* were watching from a nearby 
hill, and were greatly impressed by 
what he bad been able to accomplish. 
When he later made his way forward 
to that area once more, to continue his 
expedition, they told him that the dump 
had been completely destroyed. 

Most important result of the whole 
mission, however, was John’s establish¬ 
ment of tiny radio stations overlooking 
the main river ports, including one such 
station on a small island right in the 
Yangtze. “From this station," 1st Lt. 
Arthur H. Hopkins, Jr,, who was carry¬ 
ing on John’s radio mission in Chang¬ 
sha while he was gone, has written, 
“the Chinese radio operators sent into 
the 14th Air Force reports of Japanese 
shipping along the most important 
waterways, and daily weather reports" 
This station and others John set up 
’“worked back to him” in Changsha; 
from where he translated and relayed 
the information to 14th Air Force 
Headquarters. And as Colonel Wilfred 
Smith put it, through John’s placing 
those sets on the river, from then on 
“the Japs never moved a ship on the 
Yangtze without our knowledge/ 1 

Hopkins wrote further; "Joh* 1 was a 
pioneer in this type of work, and com¬ 
pleted many missions of this nature. 
Some of the time he disguised himself 
as a Chinese coolie, even carrying a load 
from a bamboo pole across his shoulders. 
He spoke Chinese so perfectly that the 
natives all thought he was a Chinese 
from another province.” Very few 
Americans could get away with this, 
and, as we have already remarked, it 
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was a tremendously valuable accom¬ 
plishment to have such a command of 
the language; but probably even fewer 
Americans could survive the work and 
the living conditions, required to be 
convincing as a Chinese coolie, for any 
worthwhile length of rime. 

In October John Birch and Arthur 
Hopkins together set up a new and 
much larger radio station in Changsha, 
John having gone to Kunming for the 
personnel and equipment immediately 
on his return from the Yangtze ex¬ 
pedition. Hopkins was transferred early 
in November, and John personally 
handled most of the liaison work 
during the battle for Changteh in 
November and December. Once again, 
while this battle lasted, he worked 
twenty hours a day for a stretch of 
several weeks. 

In February, 1944, John went to Kun¬ 
ming again for more supplies. He spent 
the month of March further improving 
the operation in Changsha, and then 
the station was taken over by Captain 
Malcolm Roshok. For the 14th Air 
Force was now ready to start extending 
its operations further north. And John 
Birch, because of both his skill and 
enthusiasm as a trail blazer, was sent to 
pioneer the intelligence and liaison 
work north of the Yangtze Kiang. His 
usefulness, and the importance of his 
work, were to increase greatly in this 
new theatre of the war. 


Settling Down in Anhwei 
Now solid experience, and the com¬ 
plete confidence of his superiors and 
fellow officers, helped to make more 
valuable one asset which he had pos¬ 
sessed from the beginning. That was 
an extremely practical approach to the 
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total job to be done. For John Birch 
intelligence and liaison work was never 
a matter of going through certain mo¬ 
tions or prescribed procedures, or a 
thing apart for him to do as his par¬ 
ticular duty and for somebody else to 
make effective. The idea was to drive 
the Japs out of China. John saw any¬ 
thing and everything that might con¬ 
tribute to that end as a part of his own 
job. 

Major General Stone, in his official 
commendation of John Birch for the 
Distinguished Service Cross, from 
which we have already quoted, sum¬ 
marized a part of John’s activities for 
about twelve months in one paragraph 
as follows; 

"Having participated until mid-1944 
in the early stages of the final North- 
South Japanese drive, and having or¬ 
ganized a highly successful supply- 
dropping operation for the hard- 
pressed Chinese ground troops, he 
was designated to go on a political 
mission into the Japanese-held north¬ 
ern province of Shantung. But on his 
way there a strategic situation having 
developed in the intermediate pro¬ 
vince of Anhwei, and receiving orders 
to assist the Chinese Army Com¬ 
mander there, he spent several months 
until spring, 1945, developing in¬ 
telligence in the area and, during the 
course of his stay, organized the con¬ 
struction of two secret airfields 
adjacent to Japanese-held territory, 
from which a number of forced-down 
air personnel were rescued, and suc¬ 
cessfully took off again, key supplies 
for forward Chinese units and im¬ 
portant undercover agents were 
landed at a saving of many weeks of 
otherwise unavoidable ground travel. 


These fields were used on several f 

occasions as refueling points on ex- \ 

tended combat missions/’ 

This paragraph, accurate and complete- ^ 
ly appropriate for its purpose, is never- i 
theless suggestive of the condensation, 
by the Persian scholars in Anatole 
France’s story, of the history of the \ 
whole human race into "They were $ 
born, they suffered, they died.” Since l 
ours is not an official report, we can 
afford to look at a little of the detail | 
behind this condensation. 

Actually, the mission to the north wls J 
decided on at a conference in Kunming f 
between Colonel Jesse Williams and 
Colonel Wilfred Smith in which John 
participated. The idea was to have John £■ 
do in North China what he had already ■ 
done so successfully in South China; 
establish widespread and useful liaison 
and intelligence in the field. The fact 
that almost everything north of the 
Yangtze was enemy-held territory, and 
that there were at this time three 
million Japanese in China, approximate¬ 
ly one-half of them in the armed forces, 
does not seem to have discouraged * 
either John or his superiors in the least. 

The operation was planned to begin 
with three men: First Lt. (later 
Captain) William Drummond,Sergeant 
Eichenberry (a good radio man), and 
John — now Captain — Birch. Captain 
Birch was to be in charge, and Colonel 
Williams issued the final order on 
March 17. Drummond and Eichenberry 
went ahead with supplies, John went ;■ 
back to Changsha to wind things up 
there, and they met at Lao Ho Kow on ■ 
May 17, 1944, 

At that rime the Japs were starting l 
their campaign along the Pinghan Rail- f 
way, having already taken Loyang and 
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occupied the old right of way with their 
troops* Perhaps this had something to 
do with the orders John received to 
stop in Anhwei instead of going on to 
Shantung Province, At any rate he and 
Drummond and Eichenberry stayed at 
Lao Ho Kow until May 26, and then, 
took off with one Chinese officer in the 
direction of Fowyang* Proceeding by 
foot they arrived on June 6th at the 
small town o£ Shenchiu, and decided 
that this was it. They set up their radio 
station in Shenchiu* 

From June 6 through September 6 
one of the party was always at Shenchiu, 
and this was their central point of con¬ 
tact* During the first part of this period, 
or about June 15, the first B-29 raid on 
Japan occurred* The planes flew right 
over Shenchiu that night and then early 
in the morning flew back over Shenchiu 
in the opposite direction. Thdr fate 
was unknown to John or his crew for 
some time. But the flight had been a 
great help, nevertheless. For the Chinese 
in that area had not been aMe to see 
how the Americans and their radio 


had worked on a surveying crew* The 
experience probably helped a little now, 
simply in giving him a better under¬ 
standing of the task.) Then the Chinese 
did the Job o£ actual construction, en¬ 
tirely by hand labor, and the whole 
field did not cost the U. S. Air Force a 
penny* The same was true of the second 
field built. John was able to get almost 
incredible cooperation and enthusiastic 
support from both the Chinese armed 
forces and Chinese civilians, because he 
knew how to deal with them diplo¬ 
matically in their own language and be¬ 
cause bis sincere friendship for the 
Chinese and devotion to their cause 
were so unmistakable. For a few weeks 
there were literally thousands of coolies 
working on this field, building the 
strips by the most primitive labor 
methods known. 

Then a very 01 wind for one of his 
crew was converted by John into a 
very good wind for his general purpose. 
Sergeant Eichenberry came down sick, 
very sick. The Chinese physician iden¬ 
tified the disease as cholera, John got 


station could possibly do any good 
there. This visible evidence of the reach 
of American air power changed their 
minds and made the mission con¬ 
siderably easier* 

In the meantime, immediately on 
arrival and entirely on his own ini' 
dative, John had started looking for 
possible locadons for emergency air¬ 
fields. He found two promising spots, 
the nearest one about fifty miles away. 
With Chinese officers and the aid of 
Chinese engineers, all of whom he had 
to persuade that the project was worth 
while, he went out himself and laid 
out the rough dimensions and plans for 
the field, (One summer back in 
Georgia, between college years, John 


a radio message through to Kunming 
recommending that they send a plane 
out there to evacuate Eichenberry, It 
was always hard to get the Air Force to 
use a temporary field. So John’s idea 
was not only to get Eichenberry out, 
but also to force the issue by getting a 
plane in and thus breaking the ice for 
the use of his new field. And so, on 
July 19 s only six weeks after John Birch 
had first reached Shenchiu, the Chinese 
American Composite Wing sent a B-25 
bomber and eight F-40*$ as an escort to 
this field which his Chinese friends had 
built. They picked up Eichenberry and 
took him out* They dropped a few 
supplies, the first John’s mission had 
had, except whas they brought with 
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them. And the new field was in bust- 
ness; established as a forward base which 
saved about half the distance for 
normal operations and enabled the 14th 
Air Force to extend their striking range 
several hundred miles. 

Birch and Drummond went back 
then to Shenchiu and worked together 
there for about four weeks. Then on 
August 13 John got himself picked up 
at one of Kss “temporary” fields and 
taken back to Kunming, But he had 
arranged that the same plane which 
took him out brought in Sergeant Lee, 
an American-born Chinese radio opera - 
tor, so that Drummond and Lee could 
maintain effective radio headquarters at 
Shenchiu while he was gone. 

The purpose of John's trip was to re¬ 
port to headquarters, to discuss the 
prospects of using his Shenchiu mission 
and the two airfields for forward air 
bases and as a central source of in¬ 
telligence for North China and Man¬ 
churia — and to obtain supplies and 
equipment. He was successful in all 
particulars, even and especially in con¬ 
vincing headquarters of the value of the 
enterprise. He arrived back at one of 
the airfields on October IS, in a trans¬ 
port, accompanied by a G47 loaded 
with freight. Altogether he brought 
back between five and six thousand 
pounds of radio equipment and sup¬ 
plies. He also brought back Lt. Lu, 
one of his old radio operators from the 
Changsha station. The two Americans, 
Captain Birch and Lt. Drummond, and 
the two Chinese, Lt. Lu and Sergeant 
Lee, then worked together at Shenchiu 
until November 2, They were justi¬ 
fiably proud of the fact that, at the end 
* of the longest supply line in the world, 
which was the China theatre, they were 
at the end of the longest branch in that 


area — 850 miles by air from Kunming 
— and were functioning so well. 

As soon as they had all of the addi¬ 
tional equipment properly nailed down, 
both Birch and Drummond agreed they 
should split off and reach out for new 
contacts. They both left Shenchiu on 
November 2. But before Drummond 
got too far word reached him that post¬ 
poned these excursions. It might be 
well to quote Lt. Drummond’s own re¬ 
port here for a while. 

* 'We got info rmatio n that flyers 
from the B-20 raid back in June had 
been downed near Nanking and that 
they were being directed out of the 
Communist area. I headed off toward 
the temporary airfield, and the (first) 
flyers pulled in there on November 4. 
I contacted John and asked him to 
come down to this airfield so we 
could get the plane to evacuate these 
men, which he did. John came down 
by bicycle and horseback *., bringing 
with him radio supplies. We finally 
made arrangements to have a trans¬ 
port flown in to pick up these men, 
Incidentally, they were pretty glad to 
see us, as we were the first Americans 
they had seen since they were forced 
down. 

“A curious thing occurred the day 
the plane was to be flown in, Novem¬ 
ber 15. It started to rain early in the 
morning, so we sent the word in, 
figuring that there was no chance the 
plane would come in that day. At 
noon that day the Chinese planned a 
special feast for us. We were eating 
goat meat. Although it was raining, 
we were supposed to go out to make 
contact every hour until ordered by 
headquarters to secure, but it was 
raining so hard we figured no plane 
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would come. But John said since it 
was near the hour, and no orders had 
come, he would go out anyway to 
see* So he went out there and he 
hadn’t been gone more than three 
quarters of an hour when we heard 
engine noise. Well, everybody broke 
for the door and the airfield, through 
the knee-deep mud, I took off on 
foot, but never made it at all. These 
20th Air Force boys (the downed 
flyers) went oft Chinese ponies and 
outdistanced me. None of the flyers 
knew how to ride and one riderless 
pony came by, and the riders went 
staggering on in the mud. But all got 
to the plane, though they left their 
stuff behind, 

‘'There was no escort (for the 
transport plane) and it surely was 
bad weather, John was up at the other 
end of the field with the radio. The 
field itself was 3,500 feet long. I got 
down there and John was standing 
watching the plane take off. He was 
absolutely dazed and it was five min¬ 
utes before I could get the story out 
of him. What had happened was, he 
had gone out to the fields taking with 
him a portable direction finder; and 
while he was tuning in the radio he 
thought he heard engine noise, but 
couldn’t see anything, the rain was 
driving so hard. Incidentally, the 
wind had blown the roof off the tem¬ 
porary radio hut out there, and the 
rain was coming down on the radio 
equipment. It was lucky he had 
brought the finder along (engine 
noise under rain conditions doesn’t 
give accurate direction), and got a fix 
on the plane and gave the pilot 
enough instructions to be able to 
make a landing. Without these in¬ 
structions the pilot could not have 
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found the strip and would have had 
to return without landing. 

"When I got there John was stand¬ 
ing, soaked to the skin, holding a 
carton of cigarettes in one hand and 
the portable direction finder in the 
other. He said to me 'You can have 
these. I don't smoke and the pilot 
says this is his last trip to China, he 
won’t need them. 1 

"Ordinarily the operation of land¬ 
ing a plane in this field under these 
circumstances would require at least 
three men; one to operate the hand- 
driven generator, one to operate the 
large transmitter and receiver, and 
the third to stand outside the hut to 
give directions to those inside, and to 
talk the plane in. Actually what John 
did was to operate the transmitter 
and generator on the large radio in 
the rain until the plane was within 
range of the portable direction finder, 
and then talk the plane in with this 
portable outfit. While the plane was 
boding he had to run on foot to a 
spot on the field near enough to the 
plane so the pilot could see him as he 
served as transient guide, so the plane 
could taxi to an appropriate spot for 
unloading and loading. He then had 
to run ahead of the takeoff as the 
pilot knew nothing of the field. 

"It is always dangerous business to 
bring a plane in, in a temporary field, 
because radio silence has tef be broken 
and any Jap planes in the area could 
locate the field and might destroy the 
plane. Also the plane had to carry 
enough fuel for the return trip (fuel 
was as valuable as blood at that time 
and it took more than eight hundred 
gallons just for one way), and the 
plane could waste no time 00 the 
ground. With the rain and every 
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condition against him, the split-mm-* 
ute efficiency left John unnerved. He 
could hardly believe the plane had 
come and gone when it was all over/ 1 

It's no wonder that another one of 
John Birch's associates in the war, in 
sending his wife a photograph of John, 
inscribed on it: "Keep this picture; I 
can tell you endless stories of him!” 
And perhaps the quality or asset of 
John Birch which we should have 
stressed most was dependability; an un¬ 
ceasing attention to duty at whatever 
infinite pains might be required. For a 
failure to contact that rescue plane and 
bring it in and get it off with every 
flyer — however excusable and under¬ 
standable such a failure could have been 
under the circumstances — might have 
given John’s whole Shenchiu operation 
a black eye, and caused a loss of abso¬ 
lute confidence back at headquarters, 
which would have greatly reduced the 
importance and effectiveness of the 
mission and of John’s further enter¬ 
prising efforts in the future, 

VII 

A Christmas Party 
John Birch had many characteristics 
which might not have been assets, for 
an intelligence-liaison job, in every¬ 
body, but which certainly were for him. 
For one thing, he neither drank, nor 
smoked, nor swore. But he avoided all 
the possible bad effects of this almost 
fanatical personal asceticism by a com¬ 
plete tolerance of the habits of others, 
by a constant deprecation of any pos¬ 
sible claims to virtue on his part, and by 
a rollicking humor. His favorite re¬ 
mark, by radio or in person, to anybody 
who was nor coming through prompdy 
enough or fully enough with the co¬ 


operation he thought called for, was: j 
''What’s the matter, don’t you want to 
win this war?” John himself was an 
unswervingly fundamentalist Baptist. 

But he once wrote his parents of his de¬ 
light on the arrival at his station of an 
officer who was an ardent Christian of * 
another denomination — and then, ad- h 
ded slyly: “Of course, I do hope he * 
gets a good immersion sometime soon ” i 
And one of his perennial jokes was :> 
about the way the Chinese managed to { 
grow so many rocks in their rice. 

Perhaps humor is not the word to $ 
describe the trait in John Birch about 
which we are talking, but human-ness. i 
He once told Arthur Hopkins that he t 
considered PX supplies a "frivolous 
luxury which saps the morale of an 
army.” And yet he was notorious for 
buying PX supplies for enlisted men 
under him, on the basis of loans when¬ 
ever ' they were short of money, and 
then never allowing the loans to be re¬ 
paid. John fully appreciated the drama- ! 
tic incongruities which were a frequent 
part of the incidents of war. As when 
1st Lt. T. J. Gribbs parachuted to earth, 
in what he thought was an extremely 
rural and remote part of China—which 
it was—and almost immediately found j 
himself in the midst of a large party, of 
Americans and Chinese, singing Christ- \ 
mas carols and enjoying the usual j 
Christmas festivities — (even including ! 
a Santa Claus, who was a Chinese 
dressed for the part) — with an active 
radio station at hand to take care of 
such emergencies as his own. 

This was at Linchuan, a small town 
near Shenchiu, in December, 1944* At 
the airfield some fifty miles away, 
living under the most crowded con¬ 
ditions imaginable, and even then only 
through the limitless hospitality of the 
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sdf-sacrifidng Chinese neighbors, were 
a large number of both destitute mis¬ 
sionaries and “lost” flyers, "waiting to be 
evacuated. But snow had made the field 
unusable, and finally had got so deep 
that the field couldn’t even be found or 
recognized under the fourteen-inch 
blanket. At the time, Lt. Drummond 
was there with Ehese charges, while 
John was working at Linchuaji. The 
Chinese commander for this whole 
area. General Wang, had taken a great 
liking to John, understood what John 
and the mission were trying to accom¬ 
plish, and did everything he possibly 
could to be helpful. The Christmas 
party was arranged by General Wang. 
John sent a message to the field. Lt. 
Drummond explained to the mission¬ 
aries, most of whom were quite elderly, 
that absolutely nothing could be done 
for a few days anyway, and he and the 
flyers made Linchuan in two and one- 
half days on horseback. The Chinese 
exerted every effort to sec that all of the 
Americans had a good time, and the 
whole interlude was a wonderful break. 

In the meantime Tom Gribbs, of the 
32nd Fighter Squadron of the 14th Air 
Force, had been compelled by a leak in 
his gas line to drop out o£ a formation 
in which he was flying a P-40. Not 
knowing where he was, he had picked 
out a spot about ten miles from Linchu¬ 
an and come down to attempt a land¬ 
ing. Finding that he couldn’t make it, 
he had taken his plane back up and 
bailed out. He was picked up by Chinese 
guerillas and taken into Linchuan — to 
find this Christmas party in full swing. 
He probably hasn’t fully recovered 
from his amazement yet. 

The pilotless plane nose-dived to 
earth not too far away. One week later 
a long line of ooolies pulled up to the 


house at which John and Lt. Drum¬ 
mond were staying in Linchuan. John 
went out to ask them what they were 
doing, and they said, “Here’s your 
plane” And with a tremendous crash 
they dropped it in the courtyard. One 
hundred and twenty of them had lifted 
the tangled wreck out of the earth and 
bodily carried it across country to 
Linchuan. 

As badly mangled as it was, John and 
his associates thought that, under these 
circumstances, they certainly ought to 
salvage something from the remains. So 
he and Drummond and Gribbs rum¬ 
maged through it thoroughly; but the 
best they could come up with was the 
rubber-dred tail wheel, which they used 
as the foundation for a new wheel¬ 
barrow. Or so they thought, but Gen¬ 
eral Wang had a better idea. He got 
the Americans to melt down the alu¬ 
minum fuselage, and out of it he had 
his metal smith make two bathtubs, 
which he presented to John and Lt. 
Drummond. If they could only have 
stayed at Linchuan long enough they 
could have been living in luxury. 

There was one other result of this 
plane crash which was much more 
amusing to John. In alt of the efforts 
of Drummond and himself, they were 
passively opposed by an old-style 
Chinese general in the a lea, who never 
could understand what they were doing, 
and who had no faith in any modern 
gadgets or scientific improvements. 
This General Chow was friendly 
enough, but just unconvinced. He 
made a visit to the house where John 
and Drummond were staying to see 
how they were getting along. John 
took him out back to see Gribb’s plane. 
General Chow looked at this tangled 
mass of scrap, scratched his head, and 
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said: “This airplane business, it still 
hasn’t been perfected ” Then he wanted 
to know how badly the pilot was hurt 
in landing it. Suddenly it dawned on 
John that not only had the general 
probably never heard of a parachute, 
but that obviously he thought this was 
the normal result of landing any plane 
whenever one came down. So John, 
without enlightening him, solemnly ex¬ 
plained that the pilot* who knew bis 
"airplane business’* quite well, had not 
been hurt at all; and then took great 
delight in introducing the evidendy un¬ 
harmed Gribbs to the astounded gen¬ 
eral, Months later John Birch was still 
chuckling over, and enjoying telling 
friends about. General Chow’s obvious 
mystification. 

The missionaries at the airfield were 
themselves just one episode of a war- 
long story. From the beginning John 
had felt a personal responsibility for 
helping the stranded missionaries, of all 
denominations. Colonel Wilfred Smith 
has written, of the earlier — South 
China — period: “No one will ever 
know exactly how many missionaries 
were aided in their evacuation by John. 
... He would stick his neck out. When 
he was with me he would get an air¬ 
plane and evacuate them. But John al¬ 
ways sent back (with the missionaries) 
an important packet of military in¬ 
formation, which justified his asking 
for the plane,” 

This particular lot at the airfield in 
December, 1944, were China Inland 
Mission people who had been stranded 
in the Tenth War Area, They had re¬ 
ceived orders to leave and report to 
Chungking, but couldn’t get badu John 
had been in touch with some of them 
on his own initiative, and had got the 
word spread around as to where they 


were to rendezvous. At the time, Lt. 
Drummond, who had started earlier for 
Chinese Tenth War Area headquarters 
at Lihuang, had been obliged to go 
back to the airbase with more American 
flyers he had gathered up and others 
who were coming in. It was an un¬ 
usually cold winter, rivers were frozen, 
there was a lot of snow, traveling was 
miserable, the field was useless, and 
there was no place at first for even 
Drummond and the flyers to live ex¬ 
cept in the tiny quarters at the field. 
Then about December 20 these mis¬ 
sionaries — American, British, and 
Dutch women, almost all of them over 
sixty — began to arrive. John had al¬ 
ready made arrangements with the Air 
Force to include these people on the 
next plane that came in to evacuate 
flyers. (Lt, Drummond says: “1 don't 
think the missionaries ever realized 
what a favor this was that John took 
upon himself — it was difficult to ac¬ 
complish ”) But Drummond, who had 
himself barely got back to the field with 
flyers who had been brought to him by 
guerillas at Kushi, knew nothing of 
these arrangements. The missionaries 
enlightened him. They wanted to know 
if he was Lieutenant Drummond, and 
if this was the place to which they had 
been directed for evacuation by in¬ 
structions of Captain Birch. Drum¬ 
mond decided that undoubtedly the 
answer to both questions was yes, but 
what to do with these women had him 
stumped. His report to John on the 
radio was a masterpiece. “Harvey’s 
Restaurant,” he said, “is absolutely 
jammed. I hope you are not sending 
any more customers." The day was 
saved by a Chinese family, with a fairly 
large house, moving out of whole sec¬ 
tions of it and turning these parts over 
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to Drummond’s refugees* Even then 
food and fuel was a tough problem* 

On January 4 Drummond and the 
flyers left Linchuan and returned to the 
airfield — arriving in the midst of 
another snowstorm. When the snow 
stopped and the weather cleared, it 
turned even colder, and he and John 
were becoming pretty desperate to get 
their charges out. So, at the rather ter¬ 
rible risk of Japanese attack, from ex¬ 
posing the bare black strip of the air¬ 
field in such a wide expanse of white, 
they made the field usable by the most 
fundamental expedient. All it required 
was incredible cooperation from the na¬ 
tive inhabitants of the area, such as 
only men like William Drummond and 
John Birch could obtain- Working 
against the danger of a thaw, which 
would make their work a waste and the 
field useless for another month, between 
750 and 800 Chinese went out with 
hand shovels, day after day in the bitter 
cold, and simply carried the snow 
off the field. John got a plane in, early 
on the morning of January 14. All of 
the flyers, and all of the missionaries 
but one, a man, were able to get aboard. 
He got out on the next plane, one 
month later. 

VIII 

The O.S.S. Comes to Chiha 
Bill Drummond described John Birch 
as "absolutely fearless, completely un¬ 
selfish, never thinking of his personal 
discomfort or danger.” This expresses 
the amazingly unanimous appraisal of 
everybody who knew him in China. 
But it is not to be supposed, from this 
consecrated attitude toward his work, 
that John was by any means an auto¬ 
maton; or chat he was devoid of 
normal human ambitions and emotions, 
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simply because he kept them so firmly 
in check* 

For one thing, there was a stubborn- 
ness about John Birch, when he felt 
sure he was right, that was a tough 
obstacle for anybody who needed to 
break it down* This screak showed up 
most emphatically, in the form of his 
personal loyalty to General Chennault, 
when the Office of Strategic Services 
began taking over intelligence and 
liaison work in China late in 1944. John 
thought the change was both unfair 
and unwise* He wasn’t having any. 
And he stated publicly, and officially, 
that he had rather work as a private for 
Chennault than as a colonel for the 
O.S.S. 

This was not in the least because he 
put his personal preferences over a 
sense of duty* For during all these hard 
thirty months, or more, what John had 
wanted most was to become a fighter 
pilot. Somehow, in the midst of every¬ 
thing eke, he had learned to fly, had 
flown some of the small training ships 
the Chinese had available, and had 
passed the physical requirements to 
enter an Army flying school back in the 
States. As Arthur Hopkins puts it, “he 
did not feel that he was doing enough, 
walking around behind enemy lines, 
but he wanted to be in there shooting.” 
He had been promised the opportunity, 
and pleaded more than once to have it 
fulfilled. But the opportunity never 
materialized, simply because John was 
too valuable as a liaison officer. By his 
work in the field he made himself, in 
the eyes of Chennault and many others, 
“more valuable than a dozen pilots,” 
Edwin James used to say frequently, on 
pointing John out to his fellow officers, 
'There goes the most important one 
man in our China operations" Exag- 


I 





• -v :*/, , * 


. . E 


- v- JT 1 

- -■■■. ' , 


i. e . : 

"i ■ 




( 

















The Life of John Birch 


gcrated though this may have been* the anomalous position finally became too 
appraisal of Captain Birch’s superiors embarrassing to maintain. Colonel Wih 
was too nearly the same for him to be fred Smith argued with him at great 
spared. So John was denied his request length, and General Chennauk himself 
each time, and went on making him- radioed John to come to Kunming for 
self more valuable as an intelligence a talk. Chennauk pointed out how 
and liaison officer. . dependent he and the 14th Air Force 

But John, and others like him, start- still were on their former intelligence 
ing from scratch in a country overrun team, even though the members of that 
by the enemy, had built up an in- team had to work now for the O.S.S, It 
telligence and liaison service that was was arranged that Captain Birch would 
practical, efficient, sparked by un- serve as officially "on loan* 1 to the 
shakable confidence of its members in G.S.S., rather than being formally 
each other, and increasingly successful, transferred. And it was on this "de- 
To have men from the European front* taehed service 1 ’ basis that John operated 
who knew nothing of China or the under G.S S. orders, from May, 1945 for 
Chinese people, coming in and taking the remainder of the war — and of his 
over, through the simple leverage of life. The fact that he received no fur- 
having all the money allotted to them by ther promotions in rank may have been 
Washington, was a bitter pill for a lot due to his peculiar status- For the new- 
of people besides John Birch. Also, comers to China in the OSS . came 
John was entirely too intelligent, and by rapidly to share the universal admira- 
this time too experienced, not to recog- tion for him as a man and as an officer, 
nize some of the undercurrents that and a continued dependence on him for 
were already starting to cm the ground the most difficult missions, 
out from under our Chinese allies, John had clearly foreseen the basic 
with whom he and the rest of Chen- significance of some of the moves 
nauk’s forces had been working in raking place, including the intention to 
marvelously dose unison for years. brush Chennauk aside; and had con- 
The result was that his superiors let tributed his own one-man fight against 
the matter ride for quite a while, and it as a matter of principle in which he 
John was carried for some months as a deeply bcUeved. But during these very 
member of the 14th Air Force after the months when the protracted argument 
rest of the intelligence crew had been was going on, he had been doing his 
assigned to O.S.S. But regardless of the most important work of the war to 
wisdom of the course, or the reasons date. In February he had gone to head- 
behind it, the OSS. did take over, quarters in Kunming for further plans 
General Chennauk has said, “In the and orders. Thereafter, he was all over 
spring of 1945 I was ordered to transfer China for a while, on various coordina- 
my Intelligence Service — my entire tion tasks. In March he was back in 
Intelligence organization — to O.S.S. Linchuan once more, to help establish 
In order to continue to get intelligence, an actual base there. Then, with a per- 
I hod to leave my men in the O.S.S,, manent team of about ten men, and 
but they still gave me intelligence rc- more men drawn from the 10th Chinese 
ports and still rescued my men." John’s Air Force as needed, he was constantly 
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establishing new bases, and bringing in 
personnel to man them. Again referring 
to Major General Stone’s official sum¬ 
mary, wc find that “in April, 1945, he 
(John) supervised the placement of ten 
American air-ground coordination units 
out of Sian in North China which, 
operating with the Chinese Army in 
conjunction with 14th Air Force units, 
were largely instrumental in containing 
the Japanese drive from Honan Pro¬ 
vince towards Sian.*’ 

It was apparently at the end of these 
particular efforts that John caught plane 
rides a thousand miles to Kunming — 
the official version is that he “hitch- 
hiked” — for his conversation with 
General Chennault that led to his “tem¬ 
porary” attachment to O.S.S. in May. 
His continuous job, from then on until 
the end of the war in August, was the 
organizing of undercover intelligence 
activities in North China. 

In the three years from May, 1942, 
when John Birch headed across Kiangsi 
Province for Chungking, expecting to 
be a chaplain, to May, 1945, when he 
joined O.S.S., John had matured a great 
deal. He himself, in a letter written 
during March, 1944, expressing his 
humble regret that he had not been 
living up to his high evangelical 
Christian purpose with all the unremit¬ 
ting zeal of which he felt he should 
have been capable, found one consoling 
thought for himself and for the equally 
devout aunt to whom he poured out his 
faith and his meditations. (This aunt, 
Miss May Cosrnan, a much loved 
teacher in the public schools of Landis 
Township, New Jersey, had first taught 
John to read when he was four years 
old, while the family was living in 
Vineland. Really his great-aunt — his 
mother’s aunt —, she had contributed 
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to his support while in college, helped 
him in many other ways, and exerted 
a strong influence over his whole life. 
John was a very loyal and grateful 
nephew.) "Meantime,” he wrote, as 
though in self defense, "I am growing 
(in the arm of flesh) in ability to or¬ 
ganize and handle men in the achieve¬ 
ment of difficult tasks. So these years 
of violence are not entirely wasted ” He 
then added a strikingly prophetic line: 
*7 believe that this war and the ensuing 
federations will set the world stage, as 
never before , for the rise of anti-Christ!" 
And he closed by declaring what a 
privilege it would he, in that day, to 
fight on the Christian side. 

Unfortunately, agents of the very 
ami-Christ, whose rise John foresaw, 
also recognized what a dangerous an¬ 
tagonist John Birch would be. For it 
was his firm intention, often announced, 
to remain in China and resume his mis¬ 
sionary activities once the war was over. 
He had even given as one reason for 
learning to fly that with a small plane 
he would be able to multiply many fold 
his efforts in organizing new missions 
and churches and in keeping them 
strong and growing. His consecration 
to this dream was so great and so posi¬ 
tive that for it he made, of his own free 
will, what must have been an extremely 
heavy sacrifice. 


The One Romance 
Somehow, during these three years, 
John Birch had also found time to fall 
in love and become engaged. Contrary 
to what might be surmised from the 
puritan rigor of his existence and his 
assured self-discipline, John had an in¬ 
tensely romantic outlook on everything 
about life, including love. On success* 
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fully reaching the Yangtze Kiang at the 
end of his three hundred mile expedi¬ 
tion through enemy territory in 1943* 
John had been so excited and pleased 
that he had reached down and scooped 
up some of the water with his hands 
and drunk it (even though he well 
knew the danger and did not usually 
take any needless risk of his life or his 
health)* And he himself had said that 
he felt very much like Balboa dis¬ 
covering the Pacific* This was the same 
John Birch who, ever since he had been 
on the Army payroll, had been sending 
$150 per month back to his parents in 
Georgia, with instructions to use one- 
half of it themselves, towards making 
their lives a tittle easier, but to use the 
other seventy-five dollars per month to 
buy trees and plant them on any part 
of the family land which John might 
be able to call his own — or on land 
purchased for the purpose. Growing 
trees for the future not only represented 
to John a sound investment but, more 
important, a gesture to the adventure of 
life through the increase in living 
things* (Incidentally, his family fol¬ 
lowed his instructions faithfully and 
exactly* In order to make John’s money 
go as far as possible, his father and 
mother and brothers and sisters planted 
all the seedlings themselves, and those 
trees are still growing on land around 
Macon today*) 

John’s fiancee was a Red Cross nurse 
at the Yale-in-China hospital in Chang- 
sha* She was a devoted Christian, was 
well aware that John was all chaplain 
inside of his temporarily assumed war¬ 
rior's shell, and was apparently content 
with the prospect of being a missionary’s 
wife* For a little while John’s letters 
home revealed some of the happiness 
he fck in telling about the girl he was 


I 


going to marry when the war was over* 
In the first of these, a letter to his sister 
Betty, dated March 7, 1944, he wrote: 

Don’t tell anybody else, because it’s 
still a bit early, but I have found the 
girl I expect to make my wife. Her 
name is Audrey, a lovely Scotch girl 
In the British Red Cross, daughter of 
a Baptist missionary in the C-I-M* in 
North China. I think she loves me, 
and I know I love her. 

f love you, too! 

John 

But on May 16 he wrote Betty again, 
a long letter about many things, con¬ 
taining this paragraph: 

Its awfully nice of you to want to 
write Audrey a letter, and of course it 
wasn’t “too early.” Now, however, it 
is possibly a little late, since I have 
“busted'’ things up pretty thoroughly. 
She is a splendid capable girl, and I 
think both of you would be happy 
to have each other’s friendship* 

In letters to his parents he had already 
explained more fully, and with the pain 
showing more clearly between the lines. 
In one place he writes: 

Sorry for your sakes that Audrey’s 
and my engagement is coming to 
naught, but I feel that it was contrary 
to the Lord’s will to go on with it, T 
feel called to do some pioneer work 
in Central Asia after the war (he had 
long miked of extending his mission- 
ary work to West China and even to 
Chinese Turkestan) and it will be no 
place for a woman, . * * It seems now 
that she entered so deeply into my 
heart that I’ll never care for another 
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woman, so I guess I’ll return to my 
old creed. I Cor. 7!! 


And in another letter: 

Father, I am grateful to you, sir, for 
your wise and kind advice on mar¬ 
riage, happiness, and unselfishness. 
God has been very good to me, along 
with all your children, in giving me 
parents who love the right and the 
truth, and who have given us a 
knowledge of these, rather than 
treasures of silver and gold. Just now 
I feel especially unworthy and un- 
profitable as a son of such parents, 
since I have disappointed Audrey, 
and you as well Now I can only ask 
Him who knows the innermost 
thoughts of our hearts, and yet loves 
us, to forgive my wavering* . . * 

There are several more paragraphs 
about the broken engagement, in the 
two letters, mostly defending and 
praising Audrey. But they also make 
clear that no inner sacrifice or outside 
force is going to stand in the way of a 
determination to do his part towards 
offering Christianity, Christian ideals 
and Christian brotherhood to the people 
of China. 


The Preacher Inside 

Because John’s religious convictions 
were so deep, so simple, and so real, his 
attitude towards his own achievements 
and powers was a mixture of unusual 
modesty and of equally unusual as- 
surance. He took little credit to himself 
for anything he accomplished, and 
always discounted Its importance. But 
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he put no limit to the possibilities of 
what a Divine Being might do through 
John Birch as one of that Being’s 
worthy agents. To those of us whose 
religion is less fundamentalist in nature, 
it might seem that John gave too little 
credit to himself and too much to a 
Holy Spirit. But the distinction is of 
little importance. For John believed 
completely in free will, and even by his 
own understanding of the relationship 
of man to God, he had to be worthy 
in order to be chosen as one of God’s 
instruments on earth. 

He was entirely too human to be im¬ 
pervious to praise or gratitude. But he 
viewed both the deeds that brought on 
these rewards, and the rewards them¬ 
selves, against too broad a background 
to let himself be deceived as to their 
significance. As he picked up com¬ 
mendations and honors, both Chinese 
and American, for his exploits in the 
field, he paused for the required mo¬ 
ment to show his appreciation and 
pleasure at the recognition, and then 
turned his eyes resolutely ahead again. 
With regard to the Legion of Merit, 
awarded him on July 17, 1944, “for ex¬ 
ceptionally meritorious conduct in per¬ 
formance of outstanding service," he 
wrote his mother ac the end of a letter 
dated August 8: 

A message from headquarters said 
that as soon as I return tq the office 
the General is going to pin the Legion 
Of Merit medal on me. I think it’s 
for a very ordinary job I did. last fail 
which happened to attract the notice 
of my superiors. They ought not to 
cheapen the decoration by giving it 
when a man merely does his duty. I 
shall feel guilty in accepting this one. 
. .. Love, John. 






, _.y. 






I . 


•? -v.f 

1 

teirjf* 

, ***&$•• ■ 



I 

I 

j 

ter - * 


|h£-.^/ • 

I 

J 

I 

■. 

I 

1^^. 

I 


The Life of John Birch 


And on September 22, he wrote her 
again: 

The General pinned the Legion Of 
Merit medal on me yesterday* The 
public relations officers took some pic¬ 
tures; I shall try to get a print for 
you. I don't deserve the decoration, 
but since they were foolish enough to 
give it to me 1 want you to have the 
pleasure of knowing I have it. . . . 
Love, John. 

This belittling of the honor probably 
contains about the normal quota of 
politeness and modesty. But the picture 
taken of John, as the medal is being 
pinned on him hy General Chennault, 
is that of an “angry saint” concerned 
with the future, and not that of a 
pleased and flattered youngster gloating 
over the past. 

With regard to his post-war plans, 
however, John felt a huge and inspired 
confidence — and a great longing to 
have the war over so that he could get 
on with the job. There was no doubt 
about his persuasiveness in the pulpit, 
or on any podium that might tem¬ 
porarily serve as a pulpit. For Second 
Lieutenant, then First Lieutenant, then 
Captain John M. Birch, Intelligence 
Officer, had never stopped preaching* 
There have been many stories written 
of fighting preachers, but John Birch 
presents the first clear-cut case I know 
about of the preaching fighter. While 
his military duties always came first, 
and the preaching always had to be 
both incidental and additional to mili¬ 
tary activities and movements, it is ex¬ 
treme ly doubtful if a ny full-t ime 
chaplain in China conducted more re¬ 
ligious services or preached more ser¬ 
mons than John Birch during the three 


years John wore an army uniform. 

This extra-curricular activity was car¬ 
ried on with not only the knowledge 
but the full approval of John’s superior 
officers. He substituted for chaplains 
when requested, or took on assignments J 
for which there were no chaplains avail- j 
able- He held services on Sundays, at 
Christmas, at Easter, and at all other ! 
proper occasions; in officers’ quarters, j 
in enlisted men’s barracks, in official - 
chapels or rented halls. He preached to ] 
the Chinese, civilian or military or both, 
whenever and wherever there was an 
opportunity. He preached repeatedly to 
audiences of many hundreds, and with 1 
equal earnestness to gatherings of a ; 
dozen or less. 

Colonel Wilfred Smith has pretty 
well summed up the official attitude 
towards the missionary side, as dis¬ 
tinguished from the more normal and 
obviously acceptable “chaplain” side, of 
those continued clerical activities. 

"I think John’s work as a missionary 
and the testimony he gave, a testi¬ 
mony which was not only a preaching 
but a living testimony, influenced the 
lives of more Chinese than he would 
have been able to reach if he had con- j 
linued his normal missionary ac¬ 
tivities. ... He was all over Central 
China, That one trip of three hundred 
miles {the same trek on foot to the 
Yangtze, to which we have referred 
before) John told me himself that he 
‘witnessed’ In village after village. 1 
told John he could, for I believed it 
would help his morale and it didn’t 
hurt the work. . . . The fact that he 
had the freedom to give out the Gos¬ 
pel (tracts which John took with him 
whenever he could) made him more 
valuable in his military work,.,. The 
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fact that John was a member of the 
Army and the Chinese knew he had 
been a missionary added to his pres¬ 
tige and gave him greater influence 
with the Chinese/* 

John himself was well aware of, and 
in full accord with, that last point* As 
he wrote his parents, the fact that he 
had been a missionary gave the Chinese 
more respect for him as an officer^ but, 
more important, the fact that he was 
now a soldier and an officer, and was 
not being paid or supported in any way 
for his preaching, gave them greatly 
increased respect for his obviously 
voluntary missionary efforts. As the 
war wore on and on, the pressure and 
strain of his army duties became ever 
greater, and John himself inevitably 
became more fatigued throughout every 

fibre of mind and body, he felt for a 
while that he was losing some of his 
appeal and earnestness as a minister, 
and frequently condemned himself for 
failure to sei2e or make opportunities to 
preach the gospel* This seems to have 
been especially — and naturally — true 
at about the time he was breaking up 
his engagement. In his letter of May 7, 
1944, to his parents, he writes: “I hope 
that God will give me yet further time 
to live for Him fruitfully here on this 
earth. I’ve wasted so much of His time 
already, living for self* that I really feel 
ashamed to ask for more*” But then he 
writes this paragraph: 

One thing encourages me, however. 
When I was last in the Central China 
city where I met Audrey (this was 
after she went to India), Rev* Sun- 
berg, of the Evangelical Mission, 
asked me to preach in Chinese at his 
Young People’s Service. I felt pretty 
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low and unfit to help others spir¬ 
itually, but agreed to anyway. The 
Lord graciously answered my prayer, 
and the service and message seemed 
definitely led and applied by the Holy 
Spirit. My own faith was renewed, 
too, I spoke on the 15th Chapter of 
I Corinthians, as it was soon after 
Easter, 

Your loving son, 

John 

This seems to have been the turning 
point, in renewal both of faith in him¬ 
self and of evangelical purpose. In a 
letter written to his sister sometime 
later, John summed up his intentions 
and his hopes, as to the part he would 
play in calling men to a Christian life 
“during the lust-ridden years which will 
follow this war/ 1 His fervor and his 
assurance both stand out in the follow¬ 
ing lines: 

. . . Often in these days, I feel that 
rhose barren years are my apprentice¬ 
ship, God-given, and that a message 
is being formed, by Him, within me, 
that will one day burn its way out 
and across man's barriers, into the 
souls of many men. 

I know that God is preparing me 
(has prepared, in some respects) to 
stand privation, pain, isolation, fatigue 
and physical danger. To what end? 
That I trust Him to show me in His 
own time. 


Commendations Without End 

Tuotc is a strong and universal 
tendency among human beings — 
among all races of human beings — to 
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dislike the goody-good character. That 
John Birch was able completely to avoid 
this reaction is one of die most weighty 
items o£ evidence as to his strength and 
his promise. I have in my possession, 
today, official reports and letters and 
informal reports and transcriptions of 
verbal statements, literally dozens of 
them thousands of words long, from 
almost every American associated with 
him for as much as even a few weeks, 
during his whole five years in China. 
Many of these statements or reports 
were made long before John Birch's 
death, and without the remotest idea 
that they would ever serve as reference 
material for a biographical sketch of 
their subject. And yet nowhere is there 
the slightest suggestion or suspicion of 
distaste, because of John Birch's re¬ 
ligious proclivity — or for any other 
reason. There .is only universal liking 
and unrestrained admiration, at every 
turn. And the reason was that, as 
Napoleon said o£ Goethe, "‘here was a 
man!” Even those who did not share 
John's religious faith or enthusiasm (of 
whom there were several) were un¬ 
stinted in their friendship, their co¬ 
operation, and their praise. 

Many specific commendations of John 
Birch have been written or spoken by 
General Chennault. On one occasion 
he said that John.was “ , .. outstanding 
in devotion to duty. On several occa¬ 
sions he continued his dudes in spite of 
serious illness. I learned on one occasion 
he was sick with malaria and I ordered 
him back to Kunming for treatment 
and rest. A sudden emergency occurred, 
he learned of it and came into my office. 
Though over the malaria he was still 
weak and should have had a month 
longer to recuperate, but he came and 
volunteered to go back into the area in 


Honan and establish communi cati ons 
again. It was when it looked as though 
the enemy would break through." 

At another rime Chennault wrote: ; 
'* - -. John did a magnificent job with l 
me. I always felt that he would do any 
job I gave him to do well and that he 
could be depended on to see things t 
through. His loyalty to me personally X 
and his devotion to duty was beyond l 
anything that was expected of him. I J 
cannot praise his work sufficiently " But j 
Chennault really summed up all of the 
many great things he said elsewhere in 6 
one line he wrote about John Birch: "1 a 
have always felt towards him as a ^ 
father might feel towards a son." 

Colonel Wilfred J. Smith wrote offi¬ 
cially of John Birch, on June 26, 1947: \ 

‘'At all times his courage, perseverance, » 
and unflinching loyalty was an iospira- j 
cion to American and Chinese personnel 
alike ” On September 25, 1945, Major 
Genera! Charles B. Stone sent a com- J 
munication to the Chief of Staff in 
Washington, recommending John Birch 
for the Distinguished Service Cross, i 
This communication, three typewritten 
pages, single spaced, was a carefully 
itemized and chronologically presented 
record of John's war service, from 
which we have already quoted. But it S 
seems worth quoting further a typical ■ 
summary paragraph, this one con- { 
cerning the earlier part of the war: 

i 

“Without any previous training in 
ground-air coordination, and with 
practically no guide materials or in¬ 
struction, Birch, over a period of two 
years, during which he was almost 
continually in the field, living under j 
the most primitive conditions and £ 
constantly in close proximity to the 
e n e my, ach te ved phe nom en a 1 s uccess. ,T j 
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On April 16, 1946, Brigadier General 
F* W* Evans wrote a long official letter 
to General Bisscll concerning the mili¬ 
tary service of John Birch. From that 
letter let's also extract a typical para¬ 
graph , but this one concerning a much 
later period of the war : 

"From 25 May 1944 until the end of 
the war Captain Birch operated 
almost exclusively behind the lines* 
His duty was at all times extremely 
hazardous* Due to his outstanding 
ability in gathering intelligence and 
organizing intelligence nets he was 
an extremely valuable member of the 
Allied Forces and he contributed 
immeasurably in bringing the war in 
China to a successful conclusion/' 

More revealing than these official and 
semi-official eulogies of John's superiors, 
however, are many comments of his 
fellow officers. Captain James H. Hart, 
who served with Captain Birch behind 
Japanese lines in Anhwei Province, has 
written: "Where brave men were com¬ 
mon, John was the bravest man 1 knew. 
* , * In civilian life I was a newspaper 
man and met many people but John 
Birch Is the most notable person I ever 
had the pleasure to meet*” Lt, Arthur 
Hopkins wrote of John Birch: “With¬ 
out reservation I will say that he was 
the most brilliant, finest, most able, 
bravest officer I ever met/* And another 
fellow officer, Edwin James, whom we 
have already quoted once, said simply 
of John: “I must confess he is the only 
living man on earth I ever worshipped/ 1 
There are so many other similar ex¬ 
periences of affection and admiration 
that to catalogue them would simply 
wear out the patience of the reader. 


Perhaps most important of all, how¬ 
ever, was what the Chinese thought of 
this American in their midst. And wc 
can gather unmistakable evidence in 
this respect from both 14th Air Force 
personnel and the Chinese themselves* 
Brigadier General Evans stated one 
reason that John Birch was such an 
outstanding intelligence officer was that 
he had so many Chinese friends behind 
the lines* That these were earned 
friends is clear from all sources* Captain 
Hart, in commenting on his own official 
recommendation of John Birch for the 
Congressional Medal of Honor, says: 
"John, however, erected his own monu¬ 
ment in the hearts of the Chinese 
people. . . * Somehow, I feel that he is 
still walking the dike paths in China 
and still helping China’s * small per¬ 
son/ His name is legion there now, and 
1 am sure will be ever green/’ 

Colonel J. C. Williams has said that 
“no other American in China had a 
higher opinion of the Chinese, for 
whom he had done so much over the 
war years/’ And Captain Bryan P. 
Glass wrote: “John was a great favorite 
with the Chinese. Many of his Chinese 
friends, I am sure, would have been 
willing to have taken his place when 
the Communists assassinated him. John 
was a parr, of the great tradition estab¬ 
lished by the 14th Air Force and many 
Chinese, when hearing the name of the 
great force will think not only of Chen- 
nauk, of whom they had heard, but of 
Pai Shang-wei whom they knew and 
loved/’ 

Illustrative of the spirit of comrade¬ 
ship and the never-failing kindliness 
which won for John Birch this esteem 
of his Asiatic friends, and of the depth 
of their gratitude and friendship, are 
the following two letters* They have 
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been copied verbatim, with no change 
in, language, spelling, or punctuation. 

Captain P. C Wu, 
Chinese Detachment, 
AAFNS, SMAAF, 
San Marcos, Texas, 
May 2, 1944 

Mrs. George S. Birch, 

R. F. D* No, 1 
Macon, Ga. 

Dear Mrs. Birch, 

Inclosed please find a Postal Money 
Order of $104.00 U* S,, which I owed 
to your son, Captain J, M. Birch. 

I had the pleasure to know Captain 
J, M. Birch back in Kunming, China. 
In fact, we worked together much of 
the time until I was assigned to 
United States sometime last year. 

On February, I asked the favor of 
Captain J. M, Birch to send some 
money to my mother somewhere in 
the China southeastern seacoastowing 
to the fact that I could not send the 
money through the bank. Yesterday, 
I received his letter of April 21 saying 
that the money been remitted to my 
mother on April 20, and asking me to 
return the sum by sending you the 
equivalent amount. 

I like to thank you for the kindness 
shown to me by your son, Captain 
J. M. Birch* He has been in China 
for long period, and always been good 
friend to Chinese people, and knows 
how to help them most. Had it not 
been for his obliging assistance, the 
transaction would not be possible. My 
mother and I owe much to you and 
to him. Thank you. 

Your most sincerely, 
[signed] Pochen Wu 

Captain, CAF. 


Shanghai, China 
January 9th, 1946 
My dear Mrs. Birch: 

1 am a Korean who, in the past, 
has been a very best friend of your 
brave son late Capt. Birch on the 
battle field. I am now writing a few 
line accross the Pacific Ocean to die 
mother of a great soldier Birch. Ac 
the beginning of a year I am once 
more to recollect my old memories. 

Without an exaggeration your good 
son was a benefactor of Korea and 
China. Some time last February 1 
had an opportunity of knowing him 
at Kumming while both of us were 
busy for the war activities. Soon after 
our meeting we became a pal. 
Through his good offices I had a 
great honor of meeting the Great 
Genera! Chennault. Also T had a 
constant contact with OSS through 
his favor. His sacrificial help enabled 
us to have a successful independence 
movement of Korea against Japan. 
Not only among Koreans but also 
among Chinese the late Capt. Birch 
was so well known because his human 
elements which penetrated into the 
hearts of people. Even if our com¬ 
panionship was not so long, we shared 
tears and laughters together. 

My dear Mrs. Birch, please don't 
fee) so sad about your son's death. His 
sacrificial spirit helped to won the 
great war. Once more we are able to 
the world peace and security. Your 
good son fought not only for your 
great country but also for China and 
Korea. In other words he fought for 
the emancipation of the whole world 
from injustice and inhumanity. In 
commemoration of his deed the tomb 
stone was erected with the writings of 
‘"This is the tomb of U.S.A. Officer 
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Birch who gave away his life far the 
liberation of China," His activities in 
China gave us a vision o£ lively 
demonstration of Christianity. 

Please accept my admiration and 
love in your thoughts of your brave 
son. You gave us your beloved son 
for the restoration of the democracy 
in the world. The great and heroic 
death of your son and his personality 
will shine among us like the polar 
star. 

May God bless you and your family 
forever, 

T am, 

Your son, late Capt, Birch’s 
best Korean friend 
[signed] Gen. Kim Hak Kyu 

These Chinese (and Koreans) who 
knew and loved John Birch were not 
only thousands in number. They were 
geographically spread over hundreds of 
miles, from Kunming to Peiping, and 
they ranged from the lowliest coolies to 
the highest officials. Not General Chen- 
nault alone, but General Hsueh Yo and 
General Wang of the Chinese armies 
also clearly felt for John Birch the 
affection of a father for a son. And 
more inpart ant, perhaps, than the post¬ 
humous award to John of the Order 
Of Cloud And Banner by the Republic 
of China was the fact that the towns¬ 
people of Hsuchow dedicated a special 
cemetery for his above-ground vault, 
on a hill overlooking their city. 

There was something about John 
Birch which inspired almost everybody 
to speak of him in poetic terms. One 
friend wrote: "The men of Chennauk 
will tell you that, in Valhalb, the 
rafters rang when John walked in” A 
man who thought in terms of a pagan 
Valhalla was sure Its slain heroes would 


MARCH. J*<o 


still welcome and honor this fundamen¬ 
talist preacher, who was so unflinching 
in his missionary zeal. So fully had 
John Birch lived up to ah the standards 
of those heroes during his term on 
earth. 

That term was pathetically short. 
This young patriot first put on the 
American Army uniform on July 4, 
1942. He wore it with consummate dis¬ 
tinction and consecration until the war 
was won and the Japanese surrendered 
on August 15, 1945. And only ten days 
later, while still wearing it, on an im¬ 
portant, peaceful and official mission for 
his government, he was brutally mur¬ 
dered by the Chinese Communists. 

XII 

Captain Birch's Last Mission 

It is doubtful if any nation ever had 
as much trouble in giving up in a war 
it had lost, in surrendering to the win¬ 
ner of that war on practically any terms 
the winner wanted, as did the Japanese 
with us. As far back as February, 1945, 
at the time of the Yalta Conference, it 
was already well known to our military 
leaders chat Japan was ready to sur¬ 
render, Long before the atomic bombs 
were even ready to be used, the Japanese 
were trying, through the Russian inter¬ 
mediaries in whom they put a tragically 
false trust, to reach the American gov¬ 
ernment with overtures for peace. And 
before the bombs were actually ex¬ 
ploded at Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
they were making frantic efforts to sur¬ 
render. But not until August 15 were 
they allowed to do so. For every day 
that the war could be kept going meant 
further gains for the Communists on 
the mainland of China, and a Japan 
more demoralized and more vulnerable 
to Communist advances, thievery, and 
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infiltration. That the Communists were 
at that time exerting sufficient influence 
in the very top councils of our govern- 
ment to bring about such in incredible 
delay, and to use a barbaric means to 
further their ends, is now well estab¬ 
lished by incontrovertible revelations of 
the past several years. Bui few of the 
Japanese, who were then still officially 
allied with Communist Russia through 
the Molotov-Matsuoka Pact, and even 
fewer of the American people, had any 
knowledge of the way they were kept 
killing each other month after month 
in order to serve Stalin’s imperial pur¬ 
poses. 

When General MacArthur sent Presi¬ 
dent Roosevelt before the Yalta meeting 
a memorandum stating that Japan was 
already collapsing, that the Japanese 
were already making unofficial peace 
overtures, and that it would be folly at 
this stage to bribe Russia or even allow 
Russia to come into the Pacific War as 
our ally, Roosevelt brushed it aside with 
the wisecrack that MacArthur was our 
best general and our poorest politician. 
When Jacob Malik pigeonholed the 
actual Japanese offer to discuss sur¬ 
render steps for more than two months, 
nobody in the White House or the State 
Department let on that they even had 
the slightest suspicion Japan could be 
licked without dropping atom bombs 
on their cities* And when* after Hiro¬ 
shima had been destroyed on August 6, 
and the cries of Japan to surrender had 
become too direct and too widely 
audible to be ignored any longer, the 
stalling was still sufficient to allow 
Russia to get comfortably under the 
wire as a participant — and to begin 
immediately her "'rush for Asia. 1 * But 
finally, nevertheless, on August 15, 1945 
(in China, August 14 in America), the 


surrender was arranged and accepted. 

This surrender did not clear up the 
problems in China overnight, by any 
means. For one thing, there were at 
that time three million Japanese, half of 
them in uniform, on Chinese soil. And 
the state of disorganization was so 
great, after eight years of China's war 
with Japan, and with all of these forces 
of the conquered enemy trapped on the 
land of the country they had invaded 
as conquerors, that many difficult mis¬ 
sions were necessary to untangle the 
mess. One such mission, headed by 
Captain John Birch, started from an 
American airfield near Fowyang, in 
northern Anhwei Province, for Tsing- 
tao, on the Shantung Peninsula, where 
there was a known pocket of dis¬ 
turbance. In the words of Colonel Paul 
L. E. Helliwell, John Birch was selected 
for that "particular mission because of 
his familiarity with the country and the 
language, and because of his superbly 
excellent relations with Nationalist and 
guerilla units operating in that area. 
The assignment was one of importance 
and was one on which I sent by far the 
best officer available/ 1 And Brigadier 
General Evans says that John "was sent 
on this mission because he was the only 
officer in that area who had a sound 
knowledge of that section of China/' 

That John himself considered the 
mission important is clear from the 
fact that he volunteered to lead it. For 
after three years of dangerous and dif¬ 
ficult service, without any let-up what' 
soever, John himself had admitted that 
he was about at the end of his rope, 
and had asked for a furlough. How 
significant was this request can be seen 
from the fact that John had continuous' 
[y refused all previous offers of leave, 
despite the pleading letters from several 
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members of his family in Georgia, and 
the pleas of even General Chennault 
himself. At one time, several months 
before, Chennault hod insistently offered 
John thirty days leave in the States, 
with the customary free transportation 
provided both ways, and had kept the 
offer open for a long time. But John 
had turned this offer down, as he had 
several earlier opportunities, on the 
ground that his small service was still 
badly needed to help towards winning 
the war. Now he had actually asked 
for a leave, but then consented to have 
the request postponed until this one 
further mission, for which his special 
knowledge and abilities were so badly 
needed, should he completed. 

Despite the fact that his commanding 
officers and John himself both con¬ 
sidered the mission of great importance, 
however, its exact nature and purpose 
have never been revealed. For the War 
Department file on Captain Birch is stilt 
classified as secret, and the information 
in it is unavailable to me or to the 
public. The reasons why it was orig¬ 
inally so classified, by the Pentagon 
brass under Truman's thumb in 1945, 
will become fairly obvious later. But 
its continued classification today is ap¬ 
parently due to nothing more than 
inertia on the part of so heavy a body as 
the U. S. Army, and the unwillingness 
of any component of that body to stick 
his individual neck out and remove the 
classification barrier. For I have been 
told by one trustworthy friend who 
was privileged to see it — but not to 
reveal to me its contents — that there 
is absolutely nothing in that file, in his 
opinion, which could today endanger 
the United States or help any enemy 
In the slightest. 

However, despite this ''classified" 
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hocus-pocus, and despite the brazen 
misrepresentations perpetrated by die 
War Department in 1945 and its reports 
to John Birch's parents, and despite the 
deliberate obstacles raised to the un¬ 
covering of the exact circumstances of 
John Birch s death for years after that 
death occurred, the true facts with re¬ 
gard to all the main incidents of his 
last mission have now been well estab¬ 
lished. They are set forth below in 
reasonably full detail, but without any 
unnecessary elaboration. 

When the party left Fowyang it con¬ 
sisted of Captain Grimes, Lt Ogle, and 
Sergeant Meyers of the U.S, Army, Lt. 
Tung of the Chinese Army as liaison 
officer, five other Chinese and two 
Koreans, with Captain Birch as com¬ 
manding officer. From the airfield near 
Fowyang they proceeded at first on 
horseback and then by boat, until they 
made contact, as arranged, with 
“puppet” authorities that had been 
working clandestinely for the National¬ 
ist government. They then were taken 
by car to a village on the Lunghai Rail¬ 
road, and stayed in this village from 
the evening of August 22 to the morning 
of August 24. At noon on the twenty- 
fourth they left by train, going eastward 
towards Hsuchow. At a point about 
fifty miles west of Hsuchow, where 
there was a station and a small Japanese 
garrison, they learned that there was a 
break in the track ahead- The engine 
went on, verified this break in the 
tracks, and came back. It was then 
agreed that John and his party would 
be taken by the engine and one coach 
up to the break, and be left there to 
proceed by foot towards their des¬ 
tination. This was done. 

After the party got off the coach, 
Captain Birch and Lt. Ogle went into 
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a small village nearby and engaged along the tracks. About noon they met 
some coolies to help to carry dheir bag- up with a force of Communist guerillas, 
gage. In this village they met a Portu- several hundred strong, some of whom 
guese priest, in charge of a Canadian were engaged in tearing down telephone 
mission, who gave them their first con- wires. The guerillas identified them- 
firmation of rumors that Communists selves as attached to the 8th Route 
were making trouble in the area. Com- Army (the main armed body of Com¬ 
munist guerilla units had entered the munists in China), but were not in any 
village the night before and, besides kind of military formation, although 
doing other damage, had seized and they were obviously taking orders from 
carried away the mission’s small stock some leader. 

of medical supplies. But it seemed un- The Communists, after stopping 
thinkable to John and his men that, Captain Birchs troupe, also closed in 
being Americans, they had anything to on them from behind. But there were 
fear from these Communists, their no wild shots, attempts to seize the 
allies in a war with Japan which had baggage, nor threats of any kind. John 
been brought to a victorious close only went forward to talk to the man ap- 
nine days before. Ll Ogle has said, patently in charge, and then went with 
"we were feeling pretty good about the him to see the chief commander. In 
war being over"—undoubtedly a minor about twenty minutes he came back, 
record-holder in understatements. told his party that he had made ar- 

When Birch and Ogle went back, rangements for them to proceed) and 
with this help they had rounded up, to the croupe went forward along the 
the break in the railroad tracks, they tracks again. As they did so, John told 
found there, besides their own crew Lt. Ogle and his other subordinates of 
which had been left behind, a Japanese his conversations with the leaders of 
patrol which had been sent out to re- the Communist forces, 
pair the line. This patrol supplied the He had had considerable difficulty in 
American party with a handcar for its seeing and identifying the officer in 
baggage. The party then proceeded a charge. (This unwillingness to disclose 
few hundred yards up the track, to the source of top authority, in either 
another small station where there was their civilian or iheir military organ- 
a fairly large Japanese garrison. John izations, is an attitude so widely adopted 
made arrangements with them for his by Communists everywhere as to be 
troupe to spend the night there. The almost a reflex action with units of this 
Japanese were not inclined to frater- size. The course serves not only to con- 
nization, but showed a disciplined fuse and wear down anybody with 
courtesy; and after routine explanations, whom they may be dealing, but renders 
they offered no objection to the Amer- any commitments that may be made 
icans proceeding on their journey the more obviously non-binding and worth- 
next morning, less as soon as they wish to disregard 

This was August 25, 1945. The party such commitments.) Either this officer 
left the Japanese garrison about nine or the second in command — John was 
o'clock in the morning, various mem- not sure which — had demanded that 
bers taking turns pushing the handcar the Americans turn over to the Com- 
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Xwo days after the Japanese surrender and eight days before Captain Riroh was murdered by the 
Communists. This photograph, taken at the lidk outpost'* mmtionet! in the text, contains the last 
known picture of Captain Birch, I it is standing on the immediate left of the Chinese office*. 
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they also should go along as a safety 
measure. But John apparently thought 
it would show more confidence and 
friendliness if he went without them, 
and preferred to make the negotiations 
alone on that basis. His orders, there 
fore, were for the others to stay with 
the baggage, as stated above. But Lt 
Tung evidently was greatly concerned 
by what he had overheard of conver¬ 
sations among the Communists where 
they had last been stopped. As he and 
John found themselves being given a 
run around, on entering the village, and 
as the Communists kept stalling about 
taking them to the commanding officer 
or identifying anybody in charge. Lit, 
Tung frankly warned Captain Birch to 
turn back as his life was in danger. 
John's reply, as later quoted verbatim 
by Lt. Tung was: “ft doesn't make 
much difference what happens to me, 
but it is of utmost importance that my 
country learn now whether these people 
are friend or foe . 11 He got a very clear 
answer to that question, which could 
have been of tremendous value to his 
country — and could have saved tens of 
thousands of other American boys, as 
well as literally millions of the Chinese 
whom he loved. He got it at the cost 
of an agonizing death* That his sacri¬ 
fice was so completely in vain is one 
item of eternal disgrace to an adminis¬ 
tration which planned it that way. 

We know that Captain Birch and Lt, 
Tung experienced approximately one 
hour of frustrating obstructionism, be¬ 
cause that much time elapsed before the 
shots were heard* John argued con¬ 
tinuously that he was in charge of an 
authorized mission of the United States 
Army, which the Communist forces, 
presumably our allies, should allow to 
proceed. Finally, in one group, which 
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allowed them to do, on instructions 
shouted by Captain Grimes, Then the 
whole party was led into the village, 
lined up against a wall, and the hands 
of each man were tied behind his back* 
There were two Americans, eight 
Chinese, and two Koreans now left in 
the group* 

In the meantime no word had come 
from, or about Captain Birch or Lt* 
Tung* But in about fifteen minutes, 
while all members of the party were 
kept lined up against the wall, were 
being stripped of rfieir possessions, and 
were being forcibly restrained from 
talking to each other or to their captors, 
two shots were heard. Immediately 
after the shots it so happened that two 
American planes, P-Sl’s, flew over the 
village. The Communists hastily led 
their captives northward out of the vil¬ 
lage, about a quarter of a mile, where 
they were kept for another fifteen 
minutes while the Communist detach¬ 
ment was apparently waiting for orders. 
Then the soldiers and their prisoners 
were marched away, in the direction of 
the Communist "capital” of Ycnan, 
which they reached two months later* 
Eventually, the Americans had their 
possessions returned to them and were 
freed. Their deaths were not needed 
for propaganda purposes, and there was 
no point in tempting the supine ness of 
the American government too far. The 
murder of Captain Birch, so widely 
known and loved all over Nationalist 
China, was sufficient* 


XIII 

A Hard Way to Die 
When Captain Birch and Lt. Tung, 
with the two Communists, left the 
handcar to go into the village, Captain 
Grimes and Lt. Ogle both insisted that 
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dearly contained one of the higher 
Communist officers of the locality, and 
probably the commanding officer him¬ 
self, the leader ordered John disarmed* 
John naturally and properly demanded 
to know by what authority an Amer¬ 
ican officer was being disarmed. As 
this had no effect, and a soldier moved 
forward to comply with the order, Lt. 
Tung intervened. He asked, if Captain 
Birch were to be disarmed, that he be 
allowed to do it. But as he was reach¬ 
ing for John’s pistol — the only weapon 
John carried — somebody shouted, “No, 
shoot him first!” Whether this was the 
ostensible officer in charge, or whoever 
really had top authority in the group, 
or somebody else entirely, Lt* Tung 
never knew* 

Two shots were fired* One caught 
Lt* Tung in the leg, he was also 
bayonet ted, and he fainted as he was 
being dragged away. He knew that 
John was hit by the other bullet, but 
did not know where* The Last thing Lt, 
Tung remembers was John saying u Wo 
pu neng tsou la,” meaning "I cannot 
walk any more/ 1 when he was ordered 
to move, and the officer giving an order 
for them to be brought along anyway* 
Actually, John also had been shot in the 
leg; and that he really died of bayonet 
wounds was later established by the 
Chinese doctor who performed an au¬ 
topsy between his two burials* The im¬ 
portance of this lies in the fact that, 
even if the shots had been fired by 
some excited soldier acting on his own 
wild impulse, such extensive bayonetting 
as John suffered could not have been 
inflicted without the direct orders or 
deliberate acquiescence of the officer in 
charge* 

The Communist soldiers dragged the 
two wounded men, Captain Birch and 


Li, Tung, to the side of an open pit on 
the edge of the village, and left them 
there to die, or as already dead. This 
was between two and three o’clock in 
the afternoon. Early chat evening an 
□Id Chinese woman wandered past and 
said — to somebody, apparently a mem¬ 
ber of her family — u We had better 
bury these dead*" Lt. Tung was just 
barely able to speak, and managed to 
get out: ”1 am not dead yet, please 
help me*" The woman hurriedly told 
him to be quiet, as the Communists 
were still there. When they left, she 
said, she would come back and help* 
Later in the evening she did come back 
with help. They carried Lt. Tung to a 
shelter, and gave him what first aid 
they could. 

The next morning a group of Japanese 
who came through the village recog¬ 
nized Lt* Tung as a member of the 
American party that had stayed with 
their detachment two nights before* 
They rushed him to a first aid station, 
and wired Hsuchow, giving all the in¬ 
formation they had. Lt, Tung was then 
moved to a hospital in Hsuchow, and 
given the best treatment available in 
the command. Later he was transferred 
to the American Army Hospital in 
Chungking, for many months. Despite 
the loss of one eye and one leg his life 
was saved, and much of this account of 
the events of August 25 is taken ver¬ 
batim from his testimony to various 
people* 

When the old and kind Chinese 
woman came back with help late that 
evening, John Birch was already dead. 
Whether he had been dead when she 
first came near the bodies, or even when 
first left by the Communist soldiers, 
there is no way of knowing. Since he 
was beyond any help, he was buried 
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Rear where he was found, by some 
Chinese farmers. 

As is almost always true in China, 
word of the projected trip of the Amer¬ 
ican mission had preceded them to 
Hsuchow, and the Chinese Nationalist 
forces there had been expecting the 
party for several days. When news of 
what had happened reached Hsu chow 
they immediately sent Col. Mah and 
some troops to Huatig-Ko to question 
the local people. The farmers and 
townspeople took Col. Mah to Captain 
Birch's temporary grave, and Col. MaVs 
forces brought the body back to 
Hsuchow. 

The day they got back Lt. Miller, an 
American officer of the Air Ground Aid 
Service who had known John in the 
field, also arrived. He took charge of 
the funeral, and Captain Birch was 
buried with full military honors. His 
body was wrapped in white silk and 
placed in a Chinese coffin. Missionaries 
and Chinese pastors of all the Christian 
churches in Hsuchow took part in the 
ceremony. The high ranking officers of 
both the Chinese and Japanese forces 
attended, and a guard of honor of 
twenty Chinese and twenty Japanese 
soldiers marched with the procession. 
The whole city was put in mourningv 

John Birch was buried in a raised 
mausoleum, on a hillside on the out' 
skirts of Hsuchow, overlooking the 
city. The site had been selected by Lt. 
Miller. General Ho, one of the two 
ranking Chinese officers present at the 
burial, raised a stone there to John's 
memory, with the inscription: "He died 
for righteousness.” General Ho and 
General Tong, the other ranking officer 
of the area, told an official American 
investigator a little later that not only 
did they fed as if each had lost a close 


personal friend, but that they knew all 
China and the Chinese people had lost 
a good friend and a great supporter. 
This investigator wrote that the sin- ; 
cerity of their feeling was unmistakable. 
And at last report, many years ago — 
before Chinese Communist conquest of 
the area made all reports impossible — 
the burial place, with the body of 
another 14th Air Force man. Flight 
Officer Samuel Evans, in a vault next 
to that of John Birch, had been made 
into a small park and was being beauti¬ 
fully cared for by the Chinese people 
of Hsuchow. 

A Rupert Brooke might hopefully 
write that here was one small plateau 
on a hill in China which would remain 
forever American. Since desecration of 
the grave of such an American and 
such a symbol of America's great 
friendship for the Chinese people would j 
be the most natural thing in the world 1 
for the Chinese Communists, that 
poetic hope is forlorn and unjustified. 

A more fitting epitaph from the poets, j 
for this martyred hero who died so 
young, is the one already applied to 
him by Adeline Gray, a former in¬ 
structor at Nankai University in China, 
who knew him well. She ended her I 
own brief tribute to John Birch with 
these lines by Thomas Mordaunt, made \ 
famous by Sir Walter Scott; 

i 

"One crowded hour of glorious life f 
Is worth an age without a name. 11 ^ 

XIV 

The Hush, Hush Treatment 
Conttukt to the impression perhaps 
occasionally created by the enthusiasm 
of this biographer, John Birch did not 
win China's war and our war with 
Japan, on the mainland of Asia, single- 
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handed. Although outstanding* by al¬ 
most every standard of appraisal, he 
was still just one American soldier, with 
only the rank of captain at the end. 
Why was his story kept so carefully and 
completely from the American people? 

That there was deliberate suppression 
of the news there can be no doubt. The 
only inkling of the event to reach 
America was that which seeped through 
from private sources, Constantine 
Brown, in his column of November 15, 
1945, in the Washington Star, stated: 
"Long despatches are reaching Wash¬ 
ington from Chungking and other 
tender spots in China. They are all 
marked top secret, although they deal 
with what is happening to the Amer¬ 
ican soldiers and sailors in that area. 
None has yet been officially informed 
about the murder of Captain John Birch 
by the Chinese Communists," On 
November 16, 1945, Adeline Gray, who 
was herself a newspaper woman as well 
as a former instructor at Nankai, wrote 
John’s parents that "had not the truth 
been suppressed, Captain Birch's death 
would have headlined every newspaper 
in the United States/* And she later 
informed Mr. W, T. Anderson, Editor 
of the Macon Telegraph in John’s home 
town, that "the murder was kept a 
’hush, hush* affair, and no China cor¬ 
respondents were able to send out the 
story/’ 

Again, there can be no doubt as to 
the deliberate misrepresentations by the 
War Department to John Birch’s 
parents, concerning the cause and man¬ 
ner of his death; nor any doubt as to 
further and continued deliberate 
measures to block every effort of his 
parents to learn the truth. The essential 
accuracy of the account I have given of 
Captain Birch’s death is beyond ques¬ 


tion. The impact of his personality and 
character had been so great that several 
of those who had known him in China 
set out to write books about his life. 
Events moved so rapidly that not one 
of them ever finished the job, but I 
have been the heir to much of the re¬ 
sults of their labors. My information 
was gathered through the efforts of 
many people — not including myself — 
over many years, and verified at many 
points by the agreement of independent 
repons from different informants who 
didn’t even know of each other’s state¬ 
ments, And at least as early as Septem¬ 
ber 20, 1945, the War Department's own 
internal information was headed: 

Birch, John M.—Serial No. AC, 
Q-889028 

Killed by Chinese Communists on the 
Lunghai Railroad enroute to Hsuchow, 
China, on August 25, 1945, 

But the War Department still per¬ 
sisted in its official report that Captain 
Birch had been killed by a stray bullet, 
without any mention of the Chinese 
Communists; and still found that it had 
“lost" or "misplaced” the addresses of 
officers who might be able to tell Mr, 
and Mrs. Birch the truth in or through 
Washington, It became obvious in time 
that the various underlings the 'Birches 
met were obeying orders or following a 
policy from above, the ultimate source 
of which these subordinates themselves 
probably did not know. The purposes 
of that policy, it became clear then, and 
i$ more unmistakably clear today, was 
to keep the fact that an American officer 
had been deliberately murdered by 
Chinese Communists from the Amer¬ 
ican people. 

Of course the truth was known all 
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over China. It was to the advantage 
of the Communists to have their con¬ 
tempt for Americans and their tack of 
Eear of arty American reprisals widely 
known* They were profuse in their 
belated “official" apologies and explana¬ 
tions, for even these were so fantastic 
as to cause Americans to lose face by 
receiving them* Mao Tse-tung himself, 
for instance, solemnly offered the 
ridiculous assertion that the Communist 
troops had believed Captain Birch and 
the other Americans in his party were 
Japanese in disguise. One tricky corol¬ 
lary suggestion, Rowing fmm this in¬ 
solent tongue-in-cheek “apology," to be 
implanted in the minds of all who 
might hear or read of it, was that of 
course the Americans would agree there 
would be nothing to be upset about if 
it had been a Japanese who had been 
killed — even though wc had signed an 
armistice with Japan ten days before 
the event! 

Wc have no way of knowing from 
how high a source came the order to 
kill John Birch. It may even be that, 
contrary to the fears of Lt* Tung, no 
such order preceded Captain Birch to 
his last meeting with the Communists, 
and that the actual murder, by shot and 
bayonet, was the direct responsibility of 
only the detachment at HuangTCo and 
of its commanding officer* But the 
resolution of this point would make 
little difference* For it is clear that the 
specific act was in accord with general 
policy, established at the cop and well 
understood throughout the Communist 
forces* 

Until ten days before then the Chinese 
Communists had theoretically and sup¬ 
posedly been our allies, in our war 
against another nation. What our re¬ 
lationship toward them was to be now 


had become an entirely new and open 
question. The first tangible answer, on 
the part of the Communists themselves, 
as to what their attitude was, and what 
they intended the relationship to be, 
was given in the continuous pattern of 
murder, capture, and torture of uni¬ 
formed Americans in China which 
began immediately. The deliberate and 
unjustified killing of John Birch, a 
captain in the American army on art 
official mission for our government* was 

— whether so intended or not — the 
first overt act that established this pat' 
tern. It is clear that the Communists, 
high and low, recognized John Birch 
as standing for America, for Christiani¬ 
ty, and as the very embodiment of those 
qualities and forces which were in their 
way, Whether M high" Communists 
specifically designated him as an early 
victim matters little. For some Com¬ 
munists, high or low, unquestionably 
implementing the known attitude and 
desires of top leadership, liquidated this 
symbol of opposition and provided this 
shining example of their power to 
liquidate others who might oppose 
them* 

As for punishing the individuals who 
committed the murder, diere was never 
any slightest evidence offered of any 
such punishment having been effected 

— or intended. To have shown even 
any serious consideration of meting out 
punishment to the guilty parties would 
have weakened the propaganda value 
of the murder* Far from being pun* 
ished, for all we know, or insisted on 
knowing, the perpetrators of the deed 
may have been given medals of honor. 
General Chennault has stated: “If 1 
had still been in China, there would 
have been a squadron of B-25*s blasting 
that Communist position with no fur- 
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ther questions asked/* This would have 
been brutal retaliation* But it is and 
was absolutely the only kind of lan¬ 
guage for which the Communist mur¬ 
derers have the slightest respect; the 
only language that would have stopped 
them in their tracks and have prevented 
the literally millions of murders (about 
fourteen million according to authori¬ 
tative estimates) that they have per¬ 
petrated since* And it was because 
Chennault understood this that he had 
been maneuvered out of the picture. 

And so the net result was this tableau. 
The Chinese Communists murder in 
cold blood, without the slightest excuse, 
one of our most heroic officers; one 
of the best known and most widely 
loved by the Chinese people; and one 
of those most highly esteemed by 
Chiang Kai-shek*s Nationalist Govern¬ 
ment — which even passed a decree of 
the Executive Yuan in his honor after 
his death. The Communists themselves 
don’t care how widely it’s known in 
Asia; they even keep the murdered 
man's companions, also Americans in 
the uniform of the American Army, as 
prisoners for several months, apparent¬ 
ly to be sure that there can be no mis¬ 
understanding of their contemptuous 
attitude. But we go to extreme lengths 
to hush the whole thing up, for fear 
that it might “increase the instability 
in our relations with the Chinese Com¬ 
munists/" As for an official demand 
from Washington that the murderers be 
punished, or be turned over to us for 
trial, or even that our captive soldiers 
be released, that couldn't be dreamed 
of — it might really annoy the Com¬ 
munists. The whole tiling would be in¬ 
credible, were it not so exactly of a 
piece with so many other acts and atti¬ 
tudes in our relations with these same 
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Communists during this same period. 

Why? The explanation becomes 
dear and convincing only when seen as 
just one manifestation of a broad pur¬ 
pose and powerful force sweeping 
almost all before it. The fourth of our 
five questions requires that our title be 
mentally amended to read: The Life 
and Times of John Birch . For it really 
hangs on the Times. To see this ques¬ 
tion, and its answer, in proper and re¬ 
vealing perspective, we have to look at 
least briefly ai some re Sated develop¬ 
ments on the most sordid scene of 
American history. 

XV 

A Glance at the Times 

John Birch died on August 25, 1945. 
Keeping th:ic fixed point rn mind as a 
centra! date, let's glance at what else 
was happening in and to America—a 
few of the things—within about two 
years on either side, or thus during 
about a fi'*e-year period altogether. It’s 
not a pleasant task* For although every 
separate item tn which we call atten¬ 
tion on this scene has already been pub¬ 
licized many times, putting them 
together in one montage makes all of 
the pieces more shocking through 
their obvious related ness to each other. 

Jc was during these years that Lauch- 
lin Currie sat in the White House as 
a confidential assistant to the President 
of the United States. Currie, a natural¬ 
ized alien, has since been identified 
under oath as a Communist espionage 
agent. He denied this under oath, and 
then fled the country. That he con¬ 
sistently labored and schemed on behalf 
of Communists and Communist pur¬ 
poses is beyond question. And Currie 
had as his special assistant another 
alien, Michael Greenberg, a trained 
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Communist o£ long standing. Green¬ 
berg, who did riot even attempt to 
get naturalization papers, worked with 
Currie for several years at the very 
center of American policy-making, 
especially on the Far East; and used 
White House stationery—as did Currie 
—to throw his weight around when¬ 
ever it served his purpose. 

It was during these years that an- 
other Communist, Harry Dexter White, 
prepared and put over the Merge nth a u 
Plan for the savage destruction of Ger¬ 
many; successfully promoted our gift 
to Russia of our actual plates for print¬ 
ing occupation currency which we had 
to redeem; held many high places in 
our government where important day- 
to-day decisions were made, including 
at last the directorship of the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund; and—among 
his minor achievements — personally 
selected more than fifty of the ap¬ 
pointees to positions of influence in our 
European occupation forces. 

Ic was during these years that Harry 
Hopkins, the most intimate associate 
President Roosevelt had, used every 
ounce of his inside power and position, 
when necessary, to maintain a continu¬ 
ous secret shipment to Russia of all 
kinds of materials needed for an atomic 
bomb. This included 1465 pounds of 
uranium chemicals, most of which 
Hopkins helped the Russians to obtain 
from Canadian sources, and transship 
secretly through this country, when 
there were not one thousand pounds 
yet available for our own use in the 
whole United States. 

But materials for experimentation 
and actual production of the bomb were 
not enough. Within this period Allan 
Nunn May and Klaus Fuchs and other 
spies turned over to their Communist 


masters all of our atomic secrets* And 
when Igor Gouzenko exposed to the 
Canadian authorities some startling * 
glimpses of the incredible Soviet es¬ 
pionage activities on this continent, and ; 
McKenzie King went dutifully to 
Washington to alert our government, \ 
he was pooh-poohed into an embar- [ 
rassed silence. 

Within this period, in addition to * 
the fantastic flow of supplies by air = 
through Great Falls, Montana, we 
shipped eleven billion dollars worth of 
war materiel to Russia through the 
Red Sea route atone. But some sinister 
influences within the top echelon of 
our military hierarchy were powerful 
enough and clever enough to see that 
not even adequate ammunition reached 
either our forces or Chiang Kai-shek's - 
forces in China. Even General S til well 
bitterly complained, “Bullets! My God, 
all we ask for is just bullets for our 
guns. 11 (These same sinister forces 
were able to maintain this continued 
shortage of ammunition, even for our 
own troops, or for any troops in Asia 
that might use it against the Chinese 
Communists, right up to the time of 
General Van Fleet's complaint in the 
Korean War.) And, as we have seen, 
one of John Birchs superior officers 
explained that one reason John was so 
effective in the field was chat he was 
able to repair radios and keep them go¬ 
ing when nobody else could; when, if 
just a tube got broken, it was all this 
officer's life was worth to get another 
tube. 

During this time Franklin D. Roose¬ 
velt, President of the United States, 
was browbeating Churchill, deluding 
Chiang Kai-shek, deliberately lying to 
Mikolajczyk, hoodwinking Congress, 
frequently deceiving even members of 
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his own cabinet, and making dupes of 
the American people, alt on behalf of 
Stalin. Acting under the influence of 
Lauchlin Currie, Harry Hopkins, Alger 
Hiss* David Niles, his own vanity and 
an impulsive regard for his tragic 
"hunches/ 1 he gave Manchuria to the 
Communists, betrayed Poland into So¬ 
viet hands, and double nzrossed fifty 
million European friends, who had 
fought with us faithfully against one 
tyranny, into the dutches of another 
one far worse. These are hard things 
to have to say about a president of our 
country. But such plain facts, complete* 
ly proved, are both material and ines¬ 
capably relevant to the theme of this 
biography, 

(Also, the time has certainly come to 
stop pussyfooting around with ambigu¬ 
ous language about important truths of 
our recent history. It ls not fun to 
point a finger at anybody. But when 
the evidence is beyond question, it's 
imperative now that we do point fin¬ 
gers at those who—whatever their mis¬ 
guided purposes or mistaken reasons— 
have helped to build up the power of 
our Soviet enemy in the past, arc doing 
so at present, or seem clearly likely to 
do so in the future. In this particular 
case it is even more important that the 
facts be stated clearly* for the evidence 
is very strong that Franklin Roosevelt 
himself, in the final weeks before his 
death, came to realize what a dupe he 
had been, and what a danger he had 
created for his own country and other 
nations, by trying to satisfy Stalin’s 
appetite at any cost, even of honor it¬ 
self, It has taken us nearly ten years to 
catch up with what Roosevelt already 
probably knew, or at least surmised, on 
his deathbed. There is a procession of 
Soviet satellite states that now includes 


Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Albania, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Roumania, Poland, 
Yugoslavia Czechoslovakia, East Ger¬ 
many, China, North Korea, Tibet, and 
Guatemala. Already on the shaky edge 
of being Soviet controlled are Italy, 
France* Iran, and two more of our 
southern neighbors in this hemisphere. 
If we ourselves, in due course, are not 
to become one in the same procession, 
we had better stop describing pitch 
black as off-color gray, or letting the 
Communists and their dupes and allies 
buffalo us into a futile silence about the 
“by-gones’ 1 of past administrations.) 

It was during this very year, of 1945, 
that there came into the presidency of 
the United States a man, Harry Tru¬ 
man, who had been selected for the 
job primarily through the influence of 
Sidney Hillman and of associates whom 
we now know to have been Commu¬ 
nists. He had been first notified of his 
selection as the vice-presidential nomi¬ 
nee, at a time when everybody except 
the American people knew Roosevelt 
was a dying man, by Sidney Hillman; 
at a breakfast-for-two arranged for that 
purpose. Properly to appraise the far- 
reaching effect of that development, it 
is necessary to remember how justifi¬ 
ably Mr. Truman boasts of extreme 
loyalty to his friends, without the slight* 
est concern as to the character, back¬ 
ground, or record of those friends. 
Truly and tragically, if Mr,. Truman 
had literally taken orders from these 
original sponsors, and if they had in 
turn taken specific orders from Mos¬ 
cow, he could have done little more 
than he did anyway to block exposure 
of the Communists and their treasonous 
activities in our public life. 

There are apologists for Harry Tru¬ 
man who try to distract attention from 
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the great help his administration gave 
to the world-wide progress of Moscow- 
controlied Communism, by pointing to 
various offensives against Communist 
aggression he is supposed to have ini¬ 
tiated. This is a biography of a young 
American hero, martyred by the Com¬ 
munists, not a historical survey of 
America's seven years under Truman. 
We cannot stop here to analyze the 
fallacious disclaimers of Communist 
influence during those seven years. But 
since the atmosphere of the period dur¬ 
ing which John Birch fought and died 
is very much a part of his story, it is 
worth while pausing long enough to 
scrutinize at least one of the arguments 
that Truman opposed Communist pur¬ 
poses whenever circumstances forced 
him to a clear-cut decision. Let's look 
at the chief exhibit of these Truman 
supporters, the decision to fight back 
in Korea, 

The best way we can do this is to 
list certain completely established facts, 
and Jet the reader form his own conclu¬ 
sions. First, for several months before 
the North Koreans crossed the 38th 
Parallel, in June, 1950, we put ourselves 
and the South Koreans in the worst 
possible position to defend the bottom 
half of the peninsula against that at¬ 
tack, We announced to the world that 
South Korea was beyond our perimeter 
of defense, and visibly followed Owen 
LattimoFc’s advice to let all of Korea 
fall to the Communists “without mak¬ 
ing it look like we had pushed it/' 
With the Russians known to be or- 
ganizing and training a comparatively 
huge army of North Korean Commu¬ 
nists, we restricted all armed forces of 
the South Koreans to a police unit of 
some fifteen thousand men. Despite 
money actually appropriated by Con¬ 


gress for the purpose, the administra¬ 
tion somehow found ways to stall and 
delay so that no military equipment — 
nor even sufficient ammunition — was 
sent to help the South Koreans pre¬ 
pare any defense. And we ostentatious¬ 
ly withdrew almost alt of our armed 
forces from that part of Korea suppos¬ 
edly under our influence, without the 
slightest suggestion, much less insist¬ 
ence, that the Russians do the same 
with their forces in the north. 

Then we deliberately ignored the 
most obvious evidences, the most con¬ 
vincingly detailed intelligence reports, 
of Communist intentions. In 1947 the 
Wedemeyer Report warned of what 
was going to happen in Korea — of 
exactly whnt did happen in 1950. Be¬ 
tween June, 1949 and June, 1950 our 
army general headquarters agency in 
Korea sent to Washington 1195 consec¬ 
utive warning reports, an average of 
three a day, as to what was taking 
place just above the 38th Parallel. The 
North Korean build-up, and its pur¬ 
port, were both unmistakable. Yet, 
when the Communists did plunge 
across the line and invade South 
Korea, the administration claimed ro 
be taken entirely by surprise. Actually, 
the only interested parties who were 
surprised, or at least who had am 
right to be surprised, were the Ameri¬ 
can people. 

Second, and more significant, %vas 
the supposed accident by which we got 
into this “police action/ 1 The United 
States did not declare war on Russia, 
or the Chinese Communists, or North 
Korea. The United Nations declared 
that Communist aggression in South 
Korea must be resisted, which was 
eventually translated into meaning that 
the United Stares should send the men, 
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materiel* and money to maintain well 
over ninety per cent of this United 
Nations resistance. But the United Na¬ 
tions could not take any such action 
except through the Security Council, 
in which each nation had one vote— 
and any one of five nations had a com¬ 
plete veto power over any such action. 
Communist Russia was, of course, a 
member of the Security Council, and 
had this veto power. How did it hap¬ 
pen, if the Kremlin did not actually 
want us to be fighting its Communist 
stooges in Korea, that Russia did not 
veto the decision? It had never hesi¬ 
tated to use this veto before, for the 
most visibly selfish purposes. To the 
Communist masters of slippery strategy, 
this problem was simplicity itself, A few 
months before the invasion of South 
Korea, the Russian member of the 
Security Council got himself ostensibly 
and noisily into an angry huff, over 
some ridiculously flimsy excuse, and 
stalked angrily out of the proceedings. 
He conveniently “kept his mad on 11 
until after the vote had been taken to 
resist in South Korea, Then, as soon as 
barely enough time had elapsed to keep 
the trick from being too obvious, he 
got unruffled and returned to his seat 
in the Council, From then on the Rus¬ 
sian Communists were very much a 
part of the United Nations higher 
command, directing this war against 
themselves in Korea, and with individ- 
ual Russian Communists placed in 
positions of considerable importance in 
the actual conduct of operations. 

Now if there is any one thing the 
conferences, diplomatic maneuverings, 
and United Nations proceedings have 
taught us, over the past nine years, it 
is that the top agents of the Kremlin 
do not let their emorions interfere with 


their aims, or get piqued except by 
careful design for a definite purpose, or 
let any decision go against them by 
oversight or default. If our Army 
headquarters in Korea knew that the 
North Korean agents of the Kremlin 
were going to overrun South Korea— 
and they were shouting it to Washing¬ 
ton at the top of their lungs—it is cer¬ 
tain that Moscow’s agent in the United 
Nations knew it. And to assume that 
he chose just that time, and that time 
only, to stay out of the Security Coun¬ 
cil, on an excuse that had been care¬ 
fully contrived and was sheer poppy¬ 
cock, for any real reason except that 
Stalin wanted us to commit our armed 
forces to action in Korea, is to be naive 
to the point of absurdity. 

Third, and most significant of all, 
wc never did fight this war to win it, 
or allow our generals to do so, Mac- 
Arthur* Van Fleet, Ll Genera! Al¬ 
mond, almost every general of impor¬ 
tance who was in the operation, has 
stated unequivocally that on several 
different occasions, and despite the per¬ 
sistent hampering shortage of ammuni¬ 
tion, we could have completely routed 
the enemy and won an overwhelming 
victory; and that on each occasion our 
forces were held back from doing so 
on specific orders from Washington, 
MacArthur, who wanted to win a war 
he was fighting or know how come, 
and who would have had enough pres¬ 
tige to force the issue, was removed 
from his command. 

The Korean “police action* 1 enabled 
the Communists to get a lot of experi¬ 
ence in fighting American armed 
forces; to try out their planes and guns 
and other equipment in actual combat 
and familiarize themselves with ours; 
to use the peninsula as a rehearsal 
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ground for the greater conflict when¬ 
ever it might come. It got the American 
people accustomed to having their sons 
fight under the command and direction 
of the United Nations, with their ob¬ 
jectives being determined by political 
manipulation and deals among the, 
many nations* all voting with equal 
power, in the Security Council, It 
showed all Asia what devastation and 
misery would be wreaked on any coun¬ 
try like South Korea that dared oppose 
the Communists and depend on the 
United States for help* It allowed a lot 
of Communist agents and sympathizers 
in America to strengthen their hands 
by going through the motions of a 
phony opposition to Communism. It 
gave the Communists a chance to con¬ 
vince millions of Asiatics—who could 
not know that we were fighting this 
war with both hands tied behind our 
backs—that in a military struggle the 
United States couldn’t even beat the 
Chinese Communists. It enhanced the 
prestige and strengthened the hands of 
the Chinese Communists immensely. 
It added billions of dollars to the taxa¬ 
tion load and the public debt of the 
American people, and pushed us that 
much further along the Marxian road 
of spending ourselves into bankruptcy. 
It enabled the Communists, by lying 
propaganda, to convince half the 
world that we had resorted to germ 
warfare, so that the reaction to their 
using it when the time comes will not 
be so disturbing to neutrals or even 
thrir own satellites who might still 
have any conscience left. It accom¬ 
plished many other objectives of the 
Kremlin, And it did so without the 
slightest danger of the Communists 
suffering any harmful results other 
than the loss of a few hundred thou¬ 


sand lives, which meant no more to 
them than the lives nf so many insects. 
For Stalin, in a moment of either rare 
boastfulness or of carefully calculated 
design, had convincingly implied to 
the Czech diplomat, Arnhost Hddrich, 
in 1947, that he had controlling influ¬ 
ence inside the American Government. 
This influence, now immensely in¬ 
creased through the machinery of the 
United Nations, was sufficient to bring 
the war to a close at any time the Com¬ 
munists deemed a phony truce desir¬ 
able. 

Whatever else the Korean action may 
have been, its appraisal as an effort on 
the part of the Truman administration 
to oppose the real interests and pur¬ 
poses of Moscow requires a gullibility, 
and a blindness to the plain facts, that 
is almost beyond comprehension. As 
to most of the other moves made by 
Mr. Truman to thwart Communist 
aims, a careful analysis will reveal 
equally fatal flaws in the arguments of 
his apologists. Many of the arguments 
will be about on a par with the one 
that, after the FBI had insistently in¬ 
formed him that Harry Dexter White 
was a. Communist spy, he promoted 
White to a more influential position in 
order to keep an eye on him. 

xvt 

More a&out the Atmosphere 

But let's return to our main theme. 
It was also during this same year of 
1945* in fact during the very autumn of 
John Birch's death, that Patrick Hurley 
resigned as our Ambassador to China. 
Finding our embassy in Chungking 
completely dominated* and all of his 
efforts at helping Chiang Kai-shek 
hamstrung by Communist traitors and 
pro-Communist sympathizers among 
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the 1 'career men” in our State De¬ 
partment* he came home and let out 
a blast that should have rocked the 
country* But the Communists and their 
dupes and allies were too high up in 
our government and too firmly in con¬ 
trol. They were able to smother Hur¬ 
ley's on-the-spot report of our betrayal 
of China as effectively as they were 
the on-the-spot report of Ambassador 
Lane, of our betrayal of Poland, two 
years later, 

(It is completely certain that a huge 
majority of our “career men” and all 
other employees of the State Depart¬ 
ment, past and present, have been and 
are completely loyal and patriotic 
American citizens* It is equally certain 
that the statements in the above para¬ 
graph are true, and that our course 
in Chungking and in post-war China 
generally was guided by a compara¬ 
tively few traitors and their misguided 
dupes, who got themselves into suffi¬ 
ciently strategic positions to exercise 
enormous influence. But instead of 
worrying about the bad smell given the 
whole Department by traitors, and 
helping to have these traitors exposed 
and thrown out, the career men and 
other employees and alumni of the 
State Department have continuously 
“got their backs up” at every charge of 
treason, no matter from what source— 
Ambassador Hurley, Ambassador Ar¬ 
thur Bliss Lane, Ambassador Hugh 
Gibson, just for instance — nor how 
convincingly documented* And this 
childish blindness and resentment, on 
the part of people who should know 
better, has been of infinite help to the 
traitors themselves in enabling them to 
keep on having their disastrous way in 
American Foreign Policy*) 

It was during these years that George 
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Catlett Marshall three times saved the 
Chinese Communist forces from prob¬ 
able annihilation by forcing three sep¬ 
arate truces on Chiang Kai-shek; that 
he placed an embargo on the sale to 
the Chinese Nationalists of any military 
supplies, even bullets for their guns, at 
the very time when the Russians were 
arming the Chinese Communists out 
of the Japanese stockpiles seized in 
Manchuria—and boasted that he had 
disarmed thirty-nine anti-Communist 
divisions with a stroke of his pen; that 
he used his full influence to build the 
prestige of the Chinese Communists by 
repeatedly insisting—as spokesman for 
the United States—that Chiang accept 
and trust these murderers as partners 
in the government of China. 

These were the years when the 
greatest American historian, Charles A. 
Beard, was disgracefully smeared into 
innocuous ineffectiveness, simply be¬ 
cause he dared tell the carefully docu¬ 
mented truth about what had been, and 
still was, taking place. When at least 
one editor of our official Army publi¬ 
cation, “Stars and Stripes," in the Pa¬ 
cific Area, was a Communist agent. 
When a man bom in Manchuria, edu¬ 
cated in Soviet schools in Siberia, now 
using an assumed name, was caught 
with more than two hundred top-secret 
documents from Naval Intelligence and 
the State Department and other depart¬ 
ments in his rooms—and was let off 
without even a fine. And when maps, 
blueprints, and miscellaneous docu¬ 
ments of every kind, revealing in infi¬ 
nite detail every statistical, geographical, 
and physical fact of American life and 
power, went through Great Falls in a 
steady stream to Moscow, fifty black 
suitcases full at a time, under the cloak 
of diplomatic immunity. 
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in the service of the Lublin Gang — 
Stalin's stooge government in Poland. 
There was Annabelie Bucar who, after 
the war,’ went to Moscow, renounced 
her American citizenship, and began 
writing scurrilous attacks on Ameri¬ 
cans, There were dozens and dozens 
more, of practically all nationalities. 
There were, as James Burnham has 
remarked, so many fellow travelers and 
“leftists 11 that the identifiable Commu¬ 
nists, although plentiful, were almost 
invisible behind them* And of course, 
in the very top bracket, controlling the 
whole official flow of information about 
China to the United States and about 
the United States to China, was Owen 
Lattimore himself — with cooperation 
available, when needed, from his good 
friend Joseph Barnes, Deputy Director 
of OWI for the Atlantic Area. 

During the years under discussion 
this crew and the whole OWI, acting 
under the cloak of war-time secrecy 
and urgency, did almost anything it 
wished, A fair example of these activ¬ 
ities was the beaming to China of its 
broadcast of articles published in 
Amerasia, and its circulation in China 
of the articles most critical of China 
that were published in this Communist 
periodical; or its broadcasts to Poland, 
which were labeled by the wartime Po¬ 
lish ambassador to the United States as 
straight pro-Soviet propaganda. 

It was during these years that the 
Office of Strategic Services, under 
Colonel {now Major General) William 
J, Donovan, so frequently threw the 
weight of American supplies, arms, 
money, and prestige behind the Com¬ 
munist terrorist organizations of 
Europe and Asia. Almost typical of the 
selections by Colonel Donovan of high- 
level personnel for this agency were 


the cases of Leonard Mins, Milton 
Wolff, and George Wuchinick, Mins, 
member of a well-known Communist 
family, himself trained in Moscow and 
in Communist-operated revolutionary 
schools elsewhere, a former officer in 
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade which 
had been organized by the Soviet secret 
police to promote Communist terror in 
the so-called Spanish Civil War—this 
man was given the job of gathering and 
analyzing information on the Soviet 
Union for the OSS* Wolff had been a 
commanding officer of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade when it had been re¬ 
cruiting gullible young American ideal¬ 
ists to fight in the Communist butcher 
unit without letting them know it was 
a Soviet police instrument. When some 
of these young American dupes found 
out the truth in Spain, and rebelled 
against the Communist leadership, they 
were summarily executed. Wolff has 
since refused to state under oath wheth¬ 
er or not he took part in these execu¬ 
tions of American boys. But as a 
member of OSS he served as one of 
the most influential and trusted repre- 
sentatives of the American government 
in Italy during the war years. Wuchin- 
ick, also a graduate of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade, found the opportunity 
as a member of the OSS to work closely 
with Tito in Yugoslavia,and with the 
Communists in China* 

Then there was Maurice Halperin* 
who has been finally dropped in recent 
months, by a great and patient Ameri¬ 
can university, for his preposterous jug¬ 
gling of the Fifth Amendment* He was 
chief of the Latin American Division 
of OSS. And there was Duncan Lee. 
Mr, Lee has denied under oath (in 
1948) that he ever gave confidential 
information about the OSS to Commu- 
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rusts or even knew that Elizabeth Bent- been identified under oath as a Com- 
ley was a Communist. Miss Bentley has munist, but has denied under oath 
testified under oath that Duncan Lee that he was* we shall have to let the 
had been a Communist party member matter rest there. But in view of his 
who actually paid his party dues to her* past actions and writings, he certainly 
and had been her most valuable source ought to do, so far as the Kremlin is 
of secret information in the OSS. She concerned, until a Communist comes 
stated substantially the same thing in along. 

her book, Out of Bondage* And J. It was during these years that Com- 
Edgar Hoover, head of the FBI, has munisis and close fellow travelers in- 
officially stated: "All information fur- filtrated every important government 
nished by Miss Bendey, which was agency; and pushed, pulled, and edged 
susceptible to check, has proved cor- each other to very near the top in many 
rect. She has been subject to the most of them. It would be easy to fill several 
searching of cross examinations, her pages with names of government an¬ 
tes timony has been evaluated by juries ployces who have since been shown to 
and reviewed by the courts and has have put the welfare of Communist 
been found to be accurate. 11 The reader Russia above the welfare of their own 
will have to do his own guessing about country. (In fact, James Burnham has 
the loyalty of Mr. Lee, and where it done so, in his remarkably good book, 
lay. But about one thing he doesn't The Web of Subversion .) And when 
have to guess, and that is the extremely the war came to an end, in 1945,*and 
important part played by Lee in the so many of the wartime agencies were 
OSS organization. For Duncan Lee gradually liquidated, there was a great 
came directly out of Colonel Donovan's migration of these Communists and 
own law office, and was made his spe- Communist sympathizers to the old- 
cial and confidential assistant in man- line agencies, such as the State De- 
aging the world-wide operations of the partment, many of which—especially 
Office of Strategic Services. the State Department — were already 

There was David Zablodowsky, an badly infiltrated, 
admitted worker in the Communist And finally, it was during these 
underground. There were Leo M. years that Dean Acheson climbed 
Drozdoff, Jack Sargeant Harris, J. steadily to the top of our State Depart- 
Juiius Joseph, Irving Fajans, Paul V. ment, pushing out anU-Commuiiists 
Martincau, Cad Aldo Marzani, Philip right and left as he climbed. In their 
O. Keeney, Irving Goldman, Helen B. place he brought in, and so surrounded 
Tenney, and others who all later be- himself with, Communists and Cbm- 
came Fifth Amendment Pleaders. They munist sympathizers, that on June 10, 
all had jobs* and most of them impor- 1947 a Senate Appropriations Sub- 
tant jobs, in this extremely sensitive committee addressed this then confi- 
and important agency. And serving as dential memorandum (from which 
head of the China section of Research most names have been deleted, and 
and Analysis in this organization was which has already been published many 
Professor John K. Fairbank — who says times before) to the then Secretary of 
he isn't a Communist. Since he has State, George Marshall; 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

. June 10, 1947 

FROM: SENATE APPROPRIA- 
TJONS COMMITTEE 
TO: SECRETARY OF STATE, 

GEORGE C, MARSHALL 

It becomes necessary due to the 
gravity of the situation to call your 
attention to a condition that devel¬ 
oped and still flourishes in the 
State Department under the admin¬ 
istration of Dean Acheson. 

It is evident that there is a de¬ 
liberate, calculated program being 
carried out not only to protect Com¬ 
munist personnel in high places, but 
to reduce security and intelligence 
protection co a nullity. 

Regarding the much-publicized 
M A R Z A NI case, the evidence 
brought out at his trial was well 
known to State Department officers, 
who ignored it and refused to act for 
a full year, 

MARZANI and several other De¬ 
partment officials, with full knowl¬ 
edge of the State Department, and 
with Government time and money, 
promoted a scheme called PRESEN¬ 
TATIONS, INC,, which contracted 
with a Communist dominated or¬ 
gan saat ion to disseminate propagan¬ 
da. 

Security objections to these and 
other even more dangerous develop¬ 
ments were rebuffed by high admin¬ 
istration officials; and there followed 
the substitution of unqualified men 
for these competent, highly respected 
personnel who theretofore held the 
intelligence and security assignments 
in the Department, The new chief 
of controls is a man utterly devoid of 


background and experience for the 
job, who is and at the time of his 
appointment was known to those who 
appointed him to be, a cousin and 
dose associate of a suspected Soviet 
espionage agent. The next develop¬ 
ment was the refusal of the FBI, G-2, 
ONI and other federal investigative 
agencies to continue the whole 
hearted cooperation they had for 
years extended to the State Depart¬ 
ment, 

On file in the Department is a copy 
of a preliminary report of the FBI 
on Soviet espionage activities in the 
United States, which involves a large 
number of State Department cm-* 
ployees, some in high official posi¬ 
tions. This report has been chal¬ 
lenged and ignored by those charged 
with the responsibility of administer¬ 
ing the Department with the appar¬ 
ent tacit approval of Mr. Acheson. 
Should this case break before the 
State Department acts, it will be a 
national disgrace. 

Voluminous files are on hand in 
the Department proving the connec¬ 
tion of the State Department em¬ 
ployees and officials with this Soviet 
espionage ring. Despite this, only 
two persons, one of whom is MAR¬ 
ZANI, were released under the Mc- 
Carran rider because of their subver¬ 
sive activity. 

1 .--- 6 . -- 

2, - 7,-- 

3. - 8, ---- 

4. - i 9.--—- 

5, ---- 

are only a few of the hundreds now 
employed in varying capacities who 
are protected and allowed to remain 
despite the fact that their presence is 
an obvious hazard to national secu- 
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and their dupes and allies, to slant all 
efforts, actions, and information towards 
helping the Communist cause, and to 
eliminate or play down every item of 
unfavorable truth, was so widespread, 
so powerful, and so skillfully' conduct¬ 
ed behind the scenes, that getting the 
life and death of John Birch ignored 
was merely a minor chore. It was at 
this very time that this same conspira- 
tom] group succeeded in convincing 
the American people, or enough of us 
to serve cheir needs, that Mao Tse-tung, 
Chou En-!ai, and the other murdering 
tyrants in this particular advance troop 
of the Kremlin, were agrarian reform¬ 
ers and really good democrats at heart. 
And it was within the period we are 
talking about that they were powerful 
enough, and extended their fingers of 
control high enough in our govern- » 
merit, to have the official report of Gen¬ 
eral Wcdcmeyer on the true China 
situation completely suppressed, by the 
recommendation of George Catlett 
Marshall and the specific agreement of 
Harry Truman, In the midst of such 
epic achievements the little matter of 
keeping Captain Birch’s murder out of 
the news was so easy and natural as 
almost to be automatic. 

The real question then, even in a 
biography of John Birch, and in ap¬ 
proaching all surrounding matters as 
the setting in which his purposeful life 
and tragic death occurred* is this: How 
did such a conspiratorial group of Com¬ 
munists, dupes, and allies ever get such 
tremendous direct power and far-reach¬ 
ing indirect influence in our govern¬ 
ment and throughout our nation ? 

To give the complete answer to that 
question we should have to go back to 
the days in the 1930*$ when it was 
fashionable for almost everybody in 


rity. There is also the extensive em¬ 
ployment in highly classified positions 
of admitted homosexuals, who are 
historically known to be security 
risks. 

The War and Navy Departments 
have been thwarted for a year in their 
efforts to carry out the German 
Scientist program. They are blocked 
by one man in the State Department, 

a protege of Ache son named -—, 

who is also the chief instrument in 
the subverting of the over-all security 
program. 

This deplorable condition runs all 
the way up and down the line. 

Assistant Secretary —-— also 

surrounded himself with men like 

-- and with —--who 

has a notorious in ter national reputa¬ 
tion. The network also extends into 
the office of Assistant Secretary — 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF 
SENATE APPROPRIATIONS 
COMMITTEE 


XVII 

How Dm Ir Come About? 

Time and room for a more complete 
delineation of the web of subversion 
would remove any surprise on the part 
of a reader that the story of John Birch 
had been carefully suppressed. The in¬ 
terlocking cooperation by Communists 


And these were the years when a 
communication of such a nature, from 
such a source, brought absolutely no 
action, interest, nor even visible atten- 
The Communists, their dupes, and 
allies had been able to rise so high in 
our government, to become so influen¬ 
tial, that they could brush off charges 
like this without even missing a stroke 
in their subversive activities. 
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Washington to express admiration for 
the “Soviet Experiment” and to vie 
with each other for the friendship o£ 
its representatives. When so personally 
foul a character as Oumansky, various 
parts of whose foulness from larceny 
to murder were public knowledge, 
could be and actually was treated with 
marked respect and even subservience 
by the most important representatives 
of this nation, because he was a Soviet 
"diplomat.” When Earl Browder, head 
of the Communist party in the United 
States, had the run of the White 
House for years, and actually directed 
—from the White House—operations 
in 1938 to purge senators who had op¬ 
posed the court-packing scheme in 1937. 
When both Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
John L. Lewis were sure they could 
"use” the Communists to support their 
own purposes and then discard them at 
will. 

We should have to go back further. 
To 1934, when Frances Perkins and 
Henry Morgenthau and Henry Wal¬ 
lace persuaded President Roosevelt to 
have us join—and begin largely financ¬ 
ing—that great organized conspiracy to 
socialize all the nations of the world, 
the (deliberately misnamed) Interna¬ 
tional Labor Organization. To the 
hordes of ILO members, from Montreal 
and London and Geneva, who flocked 
to Washington, found themselves com¬ 
fortable nests inside our government 
payroll, and began so energetically — 
and ably and slyly—creating a collectiv¬ 
ist atmosphere in which communist 
doctrine could thrive. To 1933, when 
Henry Morgenthau and a young law¬ 
yer named Dean Acheson were so in¬ 
strumental in getting the United States 
to officially recognize that government 
and establish diplomatic relations with 


Mo scow. When the great i nflux of 
Communist propagandists, organizers, 
saboteurs, and spies began, before the 
ink was even dry on their solemn 
promise that they would not thus abuse 
our hospitality. 

And further back, to 1921, and the 
transformation of the old Intercollegi¬ 
ate Socialist Society into the League for 
Industrial Democracy. This league, of 
which leading lights over the next 
decade were Robert Mom Lovett, 
Charles P. Stcinmetz, Norman Thom¬ 
as, Harry W. Laidler, Stuart Chase, 
Paul R. Porter, Paul Blanshard, Louis 
Budenz, and John Dewey, had one 
specific purpose and reason for exist¬ 
ence. This was "education for a new 
social order based on production for 
use and not for profit," Production for 
use and not for profit is, of course, 
at the very center of Marxian doctrine, 
and the League carried out its educa¬ 
tional program with considerable suc¬ 
cess. For in 1933, when Roosevelt 
looked around for the generals and 
colonels and corporals to lead his army 
of “social change," the League for In¬ 
dustrial Democracy had 5,652 members 
as the greatest single source of these 
administrators and advocates of the 
new order. (Roosevelt called it the 
"New Deal ” but the German and Brit¬ 
ish Socialists had called it by such 
names as the “New Order” or the 
“New Course”; and most of these con¬ 
verts were well aware, even if the 
American people were not, chat it was 
exaedy the same program.) 

And yet further back. To 1905, when 
the Intercollegiate Socialist Society, 
which was later to become this League 
for Industrial Democracy, was itself 
formed, in a loft at 140 Fulton Street, 
New York. Among the sophomoric 
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young idea lists who founded the society 
were Upton Sinclair, Clarence Darrow, 
Jack London, Morris Hiliquit, and 
Owen R* Love joy. The organization of 
chapters began at once, and was carried 
on so energetically that by 1912 there 
were forty-four such chapters in that 
many different colleges. Among the 
early presidents of local chapters were 
Walter Lippmann at Harvard, David J. 
Saposs at Wisconsin, Frieda Kirchwey 
at Barnard* and Walter Rcuthcr at 
Wayne. Prominently active in other 
chapters, in the years before the first 
World War, were Bruce BHven at 
Stanford, Vida Scudder at Wellesley, 
Alexander Trachtenberg at Trinity, 
John Spargo at Amherst Agricultural, 
and Eugene V. Debs at Columbia, 
Other leaders in early stages of the move¬ 
ment included Ordway Tead, Alexander 
Meikltjohn, Isador Lubin, William 
Sbirer, Paul H. Douglas, Vladimir 
Karapetoif, Hey wood Broun, Lewis 
Gannett, and Broadus Mitchell. Among 
those acting as organizers, or as writers 
and lecturers to help the organization 
along, were Ella Reeves Bloor, Frances 
E. Perkins, Lincoln Steffens, Rose Pas¬ 
tor Stokes, Victor L. Berger, Rouck 
White, W.E.B, DuBois, Scou Nearing, 
John Haynes Holmes, Roger M. Bald¬ 
win, Frederick Vanderbilt Field, Felix 
Frankfurter, Joseph P. Lash, Max Ler- 
ner, J. B. Matthews, Nathaniel Peffer, 
Victor Reuther, Anna Louise Strong, 
Jerry Voorhis, and James A. Wedisler. 
Here are found many of the names of 
those who deliberately set out to make 
America over, into the pattern of a 
sociallst-Marxist state, as had been en¬ 
visaged for Germany by university 
students and professors, the radical the¬ 
orists, and the class-hatred boys of Bis¬ 
marck's day—and as their cousins in 


the Fabian Society of England were 
already doing for that nation half a 
generation ahead of them. Keeping in 
touch with the theories, methods, and 
successful experiences of the German 
and British leaders of socialist thought 
and action was a most important func¬ 
tion of these American collegiate 
organizations. 

And earlier still. To Germany of the 
1880’s when Bismarck and later Wil¬ 
liam II were stealing the thunder of the 
rising Marxist storm, and cleverly using 
it to build a central government with 
more detailed power and minute con¬ 
trols over the lives of its subjects than 
had been seen since the time of Con¬ 
stantine. When Adolph Wagner and 
his associates were crystallizing the 
nebulous theories and generalities of 
socialism into its infinitely intricate and 
opportunistic legislative pieces. When 
the practical planners were proving 
that socialism, instead of being willing¬ 
ly and consciously assumed by the 
masses as a desirable condition of life, 
was something to be imposed on a 
people from the top; and were grad¬ 
ually accepting the inevitable corollary 
that a descending hierarchy of govern¬ 
ment agents, to force this socialistic 
organization of society on the people 
for their own good, was justified if 
necessary. When' the pattern of start 
socialism was being set for all the 
world to folioiy for a hundred years. 

And further back yet. To the fulmi- 
nations of Karl Marx and the elucida¬ 
tions of Friedrich Engels. To the writ¬ 
ings of John Stuart Mill and Jeremy 
Bentham and Robert Owen. To the 
widespread promulgation of that fun¬ 
damental concept of all socialist ideal 
ism, "the greatest good of the greatest 
number. 11 We should have to go back 
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to the very beginning — in modern 
times — of that incredible assurance* 
on the part of an increasing number of 
sociological geniuses and experts, that 
they fyiew, beyond all possibility of 
doubt or error, what was best for their 
more Ignorant fellow-humans and what 
would actually result in “the greatest 
good of the greatest number." To the 
beginning of that militant determina¬ 
tion on the part of these self-appointed 
demi-gods, basking in the delightful 
glow of their own infallibility, to use 
any means to force governments and 
peoples into the mold designed and 
being built by themselves. To the last 
beginning of this recurrent patholog¬ 
ical cyst in the philogenetic case history 
of the human mind. 

We should have to trace the gradual 
growth of this cyst, of omniscient tyran¬ 
nical altruism, as it developed in three 
generations to the point that the noblest 
idealists have been willing — arc still 
willing — to resort unhesitatingly to 
perj ury and murder and treason to foist 
their ideas upon the world* To give the 
full story of the spread and deepening 
of this obsession wc should have to 
write a hundred books of a thousand 
pages each* And that is obviously 
beyond our purpose, or ability. 

We can point out, however, that these 
“infallibles” dose their eyes to many 
easily discernible facts. One is that the 
institutions of civilized man, his socio¬ 
logical machinery, cannot long survive 
or function creatively when inundated 
by the flood of collectivism. Historical 
experience has proved this beyond 
question, with regard to human social 
units of every size and circumstance; 
from Robert Owen’s New Harmony 
experiment on a fertile pioneer front, 
to the great Roman Empire of the West 


with all of its accumulated urban and 
commerical advantages, to the middle- 
sized city state of Sparta at the very 
height of its ascetic virility. But the 
disciples of Mill and Marx and Mac¬ 
Donald are afraid to look at this histor¬ 
ical evidence. Even to glance at such 
ruins might cause the glittering mirage, 
on which they are focussing with such 
hypnotic concentration, to lose some of 
its brilliance or even to begin to fade 
away* On the beauty and the reality of 
this mirage they are willing to gamble 
high stakes indeed; to gamble on caus¬ 
ing the starvation, torture, or prolonged 
suffering of still more hundreds of 
millions of their fellow human beings; 
to gamble on causing, or hastening, the 
suicide of a civilization; to gamble on 
two even more far-reaching catastro¬ 
phes which we’ll discuss in the final 
section of this book* To such people the 
murder of John Birch would have 
seemed an inconsequential trifle in this 
gamble for Elysium, even if they had 
known such a heroic individual—and 
opponent—ever existed* 

- _ xvm 

The Opposing Forces 
Our fifth and last question was: 
What is the significance of the life and 
death of John Birch? That question in¬ 
volves deep and fundamental premises as 
to the significance of any individual hu¬ 
man existence* But this is not a book 
of philosophy, and we cannot pause 
here for a study of man’s relation to 
cosmological purpose* Keeping our in¬ 
quiry, therefore, within the narrower 
limits that were intended and arc ap¬ 
propriate, we might restate it this way: 
What is there about the life of John 
Birch, except for its human-interest 
value, that justifies a formal biography? 
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I£ the reader will bear with us, we'd 
like to approach this question along 
several different Lines of thought* They 
all converge to place this young man 
at a focal point of a physical and 
ideological struggle far greater and 
more important than has ever yet been 
generally realized. And here, too, wc 
can hope that the answer will gradually 
become both dear and convincing as 
we thus consider the forces which he 
so faithfully represented and those to 
which his whole outlook was so un¬ 
alterably opposed* 

For John Birch personified every¬ 
thing chat the Communists hate. First, 
he was not only an American, he was 
one of the finest examples of American¬ 
ism, in all the traditional meaning and 
promise of that unique term. He lived 
and worked and fought and died, al¬ 
ways literally giving the best chat was 
in him, to strengthen those principles 
and beliefs which had brought human 
evolutionary and spiritual progress to 
its high water mark in the America he 
inherited* 

There was poverty in that America* 
Sometimes it was grueling and wide¬ 
spread poverty. John Birch had lived 
through it and knew ic well* But John 
also knew, both intuitively and from 
actual observation, the difference be¬ 
tween poverty in America and poverty 
in other lands. The ceaseless gnawing 
hunger accepted as commonplace in 
huge parts of China was rare indeed in 
this country, and actual famine com¬ 
pletely unknown. Nor was hunger ever 
deliberately imposed on any segment 
of the American people, by government 
for its own ends. The brutal and literal 
starvation of three million Ukrainian 
kulaks by Stalin, on their self-sufficient 
land, and simply because they resisted 


collectivization of that land, occurred 
at the same time as the worst of our 
depression of the thirties. But the like 
of any such catastrophe in this country 
was so little to be feared, or even im¬ 
agined, that this Kremlin “contrived 
mass murder could not even be believed 
until the evidence and revelations be¬ 
came overwhelmingly conclusive. 

Poverty is something which the Com* 
munists everywhere try to exploit. But 
poverty in America produced no bitter¬ 
ness, in men like John Birch, towards 
their government or towards their fel¬ 
low men* For there was always freedom 
to move, to try, to hope and plan, to pit 
oneself against economic rather than 
governmental forces; to struggle against 
poverty as an individual or family 
responsibility, rather than as something 
imposed by the errors or ambitions of 
a tyrannical state and thus beyond the 
power of the individual to do anything 
about* An individual could enter that 
struggle with a justified American 
assurance that work and self-denial and 
thrift would bring better days in time; 
that while the boat of his own destiny 
was sailing in temporarily rough 
waters, he was still* under God, the 
captain of that boat and the master of 
his own fate. 

John Birch had been through all the 
experiences of America's worst econom¬ 
ic travail, without losing any of his 
preference for the American economic 
and political system to those that other 
countries had to offer. He had not be¬ 
come in the slightest susceptible to the 
doctrine that it is either the duty of the 
state to order the lives of its citizens, 
or within the power of the state to pro¬ 
vide for them better than they can do 
it for themselves. A "prose poem” 
which he wrote in April, 1945, con- 
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tained this sentence; “I want of gov¬ 
ernment only protection against the 
violence and injustices of evil or selfish 
men.” And this characteristic of Amer¬ 
icanism is one which makes the Com¬ 
munists boil with frustrated rage. 

There was pacifism in America, and 
internationalism, and distrust of the 
political purposes and honesty of our 
own government. These were attitudes 
which the Communists intended to ex¬ 
ploit to the fullest. The freedom to 
criticize and disagree among ourselves 
had torn us widely apart The Com¬ 
munists knew, better chan anybody 
else, to what ends they would go and 
what means they would use to sow even 
greater dissension among us in the years 
after World War IT. There could not 
be the slightest question, however, that 
John Birch would maintain an un¬ 
shakable and heroic loyalty to America* 
in whatever cold wars or hot wars 
might arise with any foreign power. 
And a loyalty to one's own country, 
chat cannot be weakened or divided 
even by allegiance to the noblest ideals 
of human brotherhood, much less by 
the phony parade of the shells of such 
ideals for the promotion of a tyrant’s 
aims — such a loyalty* while still by 
no means exclusive to America, is 
another characteristic of classic Amer¬ 
icanism which the Communists hate as 
a mole hates the daylight. 

It is a tenet of Americanism that the 
right to own private property must not 
be abridged. It is a widely held con¬ 
viction among Americans that their 
economic freedom is inseparably inter¬ 
twined with their political freedom and 
their personal freedom in all other ac¬ 
tivities, They recognize, more by in¬ 
stinct from their pioneer past than by 
knowledge of how completely their 


feeling is supported by historical ex¬ 
perience* that any chipping away of 
their economic freedoms, however in¬ 
sidiously done by governmental forces, 
means a surrender of other rights as 
well. The Communists, aware that 
economic freedoms are the most vul¬ 
nerable of all to demagogic attack, and 
aware of the inevitable consequences of 
their destruction, have turned loose 
every propaganda device in their ar¬ 
senal to batter down this characteristic 
of the American philosophy. But with 
John Birch they could never have made 
the slightest impression. In that same 
“prose poem'* we have already quoted, 
John had his “war weary farmer” say: 
“I want some fields and hills, wood¬ 
lands and streams, that I can call my 
own.” Although determined on a 
career of ascetic dedication for himself, 
he had a fundamental American respect 
for the desire to own property, and for 
the proper place of this desire in a civili¬ 
zation of free individuals, that no 
amount of Communist sophistry would 
ever have been able to shake. A man 
who takes that half of his salary that he 
retains for himself, and invests it in 
barren land and in young trees to be 
planted on that land, to make it no 
longer barren — such a man is no 
prospect, not even a remote possibility, 
for the siren salesmen of hflarxian 
revolution. 

Next to the individual himself, the 
unit of responsibility and the basis of 
reciprocal dependence in America is the 
family. Our society is an organized 
purposeful entity, of which the millioas 
of families are the sustaining cells. 
There is nothing unique to America in 
this characteristic. Extremely strong 
family ties have been a notable part of 
the pattern of social organization in 
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many countries* But this tremendously 
powerful family relationship between 
individuals is something which the 
Communists have been compelled to 
wear away by abrasion and practically 
to destroy altogether, before they could 
convert enough of the individuals of 
these families into willing slaves and 
worshippers of the state. Not only have 
the Communists debased both the ritual 
and the significance of marriage* in 
every country that they have controlled 
long enough; not only have they tried 
to make children at an early age look 
to the state, rather than to their parents, 
as the purveyor of necessities and the 
guardian of their well-being; not only 
have they deliberately torn families 
apart by the millions; they have com¬ 
mitted a far greater crime than any of 
these, by overpowering, with their 
specious indoctrinations, one of the 
noblest and most deeprooted instincts 
of man* For the Communists have suc¬ 
cessfully achieved the willing betrayal 
of parents by their children, and of 
children by their parents, for nothing 
more reprehensible than a lack of en¬ 
thusiasm for a slave state. They have 
done this on a widespread basis, always 
on the grounds of a starry-eyed idealism 
that cannot admit the possibility of its 
own error, and as an important parr, nf 
the Communist means of stamping out 
all opposition to its regime, of the 
present or of the future* 

But for Americans of John Birch’s 
background, of his love for his parents 
that amounted almost to reverence, of 
his deep and glowing affection for his 
brothers and sisters that shines out so 
continuously in his many letters to 
them, of his memories of their poverty 
and struggles and pleasures and sorrows 
and proud moments together; for him 


any Communist effort to tear down this 
idyllic attachment to a family hearth 
would have been absurdly futile* A 
man who, wishing to own forested land 
for his own future security, still takes 
one-half of his officer's salary (the first 
appreciable income he had ever had) 
and sends it gladly every month to his 
parents for the remaining three years of 
his young life, to make their living a 
Utile easier — the persuasion of such a 
man to substitute loyalty to the parent¬ 
hood of the state for loyalty to the 
human parents he revered and admired 
would have been beyond even the 
Communists 1 most clever and patient 
cunning. Sons like John Birch were, 
and would remain, insuperable stum¬ 
bling blocks to the Communists- 1 most 
insidious attacks on American family 
life. 

Americanism is not completely de¬ 
finable, of course. And even of those 
prejudices, beliefs, and traits of character 
which most observers would accept as 
components of Americanism, there are 
many about which there would be 
strong differences of opinion as to 
whether they called for praise or cen¬ 
sure* But when the doubtful or con¬ 
troversial characteristics are winnowed 
out, and only the noblest moral, political, 
and traditional values are left, out of 
that total environment for human life 
and human happiness which we in¬ 
herited, we reach two parallel and 
irrefutable conclusions. One is, that 
John Birch embodies the best of these 
values. And the second is, those are 
exactly the values and ideals the Com¬ 
munists hate most, as obstacles to their 
conquest of America and enslavement 
of the world. 

But there are two great bulwarks 
stilt in the way of this Communist 
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ambition* One is a political entity, the dominantly Christian civilization which 

United States of America* Other we inherited — we do share with John 

countries are resisting Communism, of Birch a number of cardinal beliefs 

course. But it is the productive strength which are tics that bind together men 

of America and the ideological strength of good will throughout the world. And 

of Americanism that form the core of + these are the very beliefs, of man about 

this military and political resistance* his spiritual nature, that the Com- 
The other great bulwark is the or- munists know they must overcome be- 

ganized power of the Christian religion, fore they can substitute therefore the 

Here too, other religious faiths — the pseudo-religion of Communism, 

Jewish and the Moslem followings, in One is exactly that right, of any 
particular — are doing much to oppose human being, to believe what he wishes 

the Communist advances. But it is the about his own relations to God, and to 

greater numerical and material strength worship any Divine Being to the extent 

of Christianity, and the complete ir- and in the manner dictated by his own 

reconcilability of Christian ideals with belief and his own conscience. We 

Communist methods and purposes, that simplify this great principle by the word 

form the core of this spiritual resistance, tolerance * And while almost all religious 

And so it happened that John Birch groups have practised cruel intolerance 

represented each of these anti-Com- at some time in the past, we have all 

munist forces with eqml honor and learned over the centuries — Jews, 

faithfulness. To him Christianity was Christians, Moslems, and others alike — 

no vague obbligato of half-defined doc- that tolerance is an important mani- 

trincs to which one paid lip service, and festation of a great spiritual tenet com- 

of discomforting moral precepts which mon to us all: “Do unto others as you 

merely kept an elastic,conscience from would have them do unto you. 11 Today 

stretching too far. It was a dynamic only the Communists have reverted to 

faith, which pointed the way through that principle, of the dark ages of re¬ 
humility, brotherhood, and righteous- ligions and of civilizations: “Destroy 

ness to a better world composed of your enemy's gods, and force him by 

more noble human beings. the sword to worship yours*” 

Many of us today cannot share the It happens that John Birch, in the 
simple and fundamental faith which ardent certainty and fervor of his own 

moved John Birch to such a self-sacri- early faith, had been guilty of intolerance 

ficing life of service to his fellow-men, — or of what might be so construed by 

and caused him to project for himself many people. He was too kind and too 

an even more single-minded devotion civilized a Christian, even in those days, 

to the service of his God and of hu- ever to have carried this intolerance to 

manity in the years to come* But those the point of cruelty to another human 

of us who have not lost all sense of being or oppression of another faith, 

gratitude to the saints and martyrs, the But he believed that a man who had 

teachers and poets, the heroes and been hired, by a particular group of a 

dreamers, the workers and inventors, particular religious persuasion, to teach 
the good men and wise, who slowly and preach their beliefs to their sons 

and painfully created for us that pre- and daughters, had no right to use his 
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in China, therefore, redounds greatly to 
hts credit and to theirs. 

There are many witnesses to this at¬ 
titude, but one will suffice. Here are the 
exact words of Colonel Wilfred Smith, 
repetitious but revealing: 

“The thing I liked about John was 
that although he was a very fervent 
Christian, he was also a very fine 
soldier* He reconciled the work he 
was doing in the Army with his 
burning missionary zeal and a strong 
feeling that China would have to be 
freed from the Jap menace before 
missionary work could be started 
again. We had two or three Catholic 
officers. One day John came to me 
and said, 'I have learned something. 
I find I can respect the Catholics. I 
have learned they can be gentlemen* 
We do not have many Catholics down 
south, and 1 have learned something* 
I have learned from my experience 
that Christianity is something from 
the heart. When I was ordained and 
came out T did not think that was 
possible.' John matured in his Chris¬ 
tian experience* I saw him develop 
and change from a rather naive ap¬ 
proach to one of maturity. It was 
very evident in the tolerance which 
he was able to feel toward Christians 
of other denominations than his own. 
T first knew John as a Southern 
Baptist, but John said that Christian 
fellowship was possible with anyone 
from the heart and not from de- 
no mi nation* It used to amuse me but 
without any kidding or urging he 
volunteered that information* He 
changed from a boy to a man," 

The Communists, in their war to the 
finish on all religion, as in all of their 


position to preach opposing doctrines. 
And at Mercer he had conducted quite 
a militant campaign in support of this 
point of view* 

But it is doubtful if, by the time he 
reached China as a missionary, John 
would have felt that, in religious mat¬ 
ters, even this course of action was 
justified or wise* He had learned to 
lean entirely on the power of persuasion, 
and on a sublime confidence that the 
truth as he saw it would ultimately 
prevail. Just bow tolerant, in spirit as 
well as in action, John had become, is 
revealed by one development incidental 
to his war service* It is a development 
in the recital of which we must tread 
on tender ground. For in the south¬ 
eastern states, where John was raised, 
there were almost no Catholics, For 
this reason a prejudice against Catholics, 
growing out of ancestral traditions and 
reasons that were themselves largely 
forgotten, had been transmitted and 
strengthened from generation to genera^ 
don, through lack of any direct contact 
with objects of that bias which might 
soften it, until the prejudice had become 
both strong and almost universal. Just 
how strong the feeling was, at the very 
time John Birch was a growing boy in 
the South, became a matter of record 
when such staunchly Democratic states 
as North Carolina and Virginia went 
for Herbert Hoover in the 1928 presi¬ 
dential election, rather than accept the 
Catholic, A1 Smith, as their candidate. 
There is no doubt that, to a fundamen¬ 
talist Protestant like John Birch, it was 
actually much harder to see goodness in 
a Catholic than in a Jew or even a 
Moslem. The attitude of tolerance, 
friendship, and cooperation which John 
acquired towards Catholics, even 
Catholic priests, during his experiences 
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other strategic drives, have left no tac¬ 
tical stone unturned in their conduct of 
that war. They have systematically 
stamped out religious observances and 
destroyed or taken over religious meet' 
iog places; they have consistently re¬ 
viled, persecuted, and murdered re¬ 
ligious leaders; and they have attempted 
to eliminate every religious hold on the 
mind of the young — except for always 
temporary concessions of a limited na¬ 
ture for the sake of expediency. And 
with the insidious cunning which is 
one of their most effective tools in every 
enterprise, they have succeeded in 
fomenting distrust by various Christian 
denominations of each other, and in 
promoting a jealous and suspicious 
division between and even within de¬ 
nominations, which everywhere lessens 
the strength of opposition to Com¬ 
munism on the part of any Christian 
group, John Birch was, and clearly 
would have remained, a militant enemy 
of their strategy and an unreachable 
exposer of their tactics, in all of these 
designs. His Christianity was not on 
the defensive, dissipating its strength in 
disproving calculated libels. He was a 
leader of a Christian offensive to carry 
a sense of Christian brotherhood and 
tolerance and justice to all the. world. 
And at an early age he had already ma¬ 
tured too much for the Communists to 
have been able to muddy his under¬ 
standing, or to deflect him from his 
purpose, by any amount of their 
sophomoric mental poisons. 

A second cardinal belief of Christiani¬ 
ty, bitterly condemned by the Com¬ 
munists, is in the worth and importance 
of each individual human being. This 
belief John Birch exemplified in every 
word and deed. To the Communists 
fifteen million men suffering unending 


misery in slave labor camps are just so 
many pawns being used in a game, and 
not worth a second thought in con¬ 
nection with the winning of that game. 
To John Birch, driving the Japs from 
China was a lofty and overpowering 
cause, to which many lesser causes 
might properly be sacrificed. But not 
one single missionary was he willing to 
leave to die of starvation or mistreat¬ 
ment, even though the evacuation of 
some one missionary might cost heavily 
in plane time and fuel and human 
effort that otherwise would be devoted 
direedy to winning the war. And not 
one Chinese child, Christian or non- 
Christian, was he willing to see suffer, 
when any practicable effort or sacrifice 
on his part could prevent it- 
In some of the subtle Communist 
propaganda that has permeated every 
American medium of communication 
over the past many years, the suggestion 
has been carefully planted, for the 
gullible to dig out and proudly flaunt 
as their penetrating discovery, that the 
poor abused persecuted Communists are 
today’s version of the early Christian 
martyrs- There are many things wrong 
with this insinuating and deceptive 
thesis, but one fallacy vitiates the whole 
body of the claim. That is, the true 
Christian martyr of the early centuries 
was willing himself to die for his belief, 
but he didn’t want anybody else to die 
for it, not even his enemies. He was 
especially willing to die for it rather 
than lie about it. Your Communist, on 
the other band, is very anxious that 
others — including, but by no means 
limited to, his enemies — shall die for 
his cause by the millions. But the Com¬ 
munists use every known means of 
blaming their actions on others, as in 
the case of the Katyn Massacre; of get- 
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ting others to fight their battles for 
diem, as in the seduction of idealistic 
American innocents into the “Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade 11 ; and of personally 
escaping, rather than suffering for, the 
consequences of their own crimes against 
society when caught. Sometimes they 
even have to drive their own soldiers, 
with guns at their backs more threat¬ 
ening than those in front, as at Stalin¬ 
grad, As for individual Communists 
standing firm for their faith under 
stress, they are willing to do so at the 
cost of ranting in public, or of reviling 
or torturing other people; but lying 
about it, to escape the consequences of 
their worship of Communism, is a 
fundamental u virtue 1 * of their cult. 

We arc told that in the twenties in 
Europe, and in the thirties in Asia, 
there were some Communists who pre¬ 
ferred and accepted death rather than 
deny their faith. Certainly there have 
been Communists who would have been 
willing to do so. For retrogressive, cruel, 
stupid, and full of childishly incongru¬ 
ous monstrosities as this communist 
philosophy may be. It has caught with 
its deceptive mirages the mesmerized 
gaze and devotion of many noble men 
and sincere idealists. But the custom of 
martyrdom has been discouraged, and 
the martyrs forgotten, by the Com¬ 
munists themselves. And the reason for 
the complete difference between early 
Christianity and today's Communism 
in this respect lies in the principle we 
are discussing, that to the Communist 
the individual is of too little im¬ 
portance for an/ such deliberate self- 
sacrifice of the individual's life to make 
sense. Even when some few individuals, 
such as the Rosenbergs, have been 
executed according to the compulsions 
of the sod a I organization which they 
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were seeking to destroy, the Com¬ 
munists have made it clear that thdr 
interest in these executions, even for 
propaganda value, was as a means of 
more rapidly publicizing thdr own lies 
and distortions of fact. They seize such 
opportunities to break down confidence 
in the civilized procedures by which 
even a humane society tries to protect 
itself against those who would under¬ 
mine it through criminal betrayal. They 
have no sentimental concern with the 
individuals executed. 

To the Communist the individual is 
always expendable, for even the slight¬ 
est contribution to the cause — or for 
the elimination of the slighcst ob¬ 
struction to the cause. To a Christian, 
even the lowliest individual is never 
expendable, either positively as a sacri¬ 
fice to the cause of Christian civilization, 
or negatively for the vilest form of 
blasphemy against Christianity itself, 
without all the protection that the cir¬ 
cumstances of war or peace will possibly 
permit, and even then with only the 
gravest anxiety and misgivings. Accord¬ 
ing to official records, John Birch “stuck 
his neck out" more than any other man 
in China, during the whole three years 
he was engaged in the war there, to 
live up to this principle of Christian 
humanity. It was another principle, m 
the necessary dilution of which, and in 
the ultimate ba rush me tit of which from 
the minds and 1 actions of men, the 
Communists found and would have 
continued to find John Birch their im¬ 
placable enemy, 

A third tenet of Christianity, which 
the Communists cannot allow to sur¬ 
vive, is that there can be coexistence of 
temporal power and organized spiritual 
power in the same state at the same 
rime, Christians have accepted this as 
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theory from the earliest days, They 
have observed it, with varying degrees 
of encroachment* throughout the cen¬ 
turies, The Communists have denied it, 
both in theory and in practice, from the 
very beginning of the Communist 
conspiracy. 

The Christian* provided his freedom 
of worship, and of support of his 
church, is not denied or interfered with, 
is perfectly willing to pay the taxes, 
observe the laws, and support the sov¬ 
ereignty in temporal matters, of a duly 
constituted completely secular govern¬ 
ment. He does not see this as a divided 
allegiance, but as two separate non¬ 
conflicting allegiances. The Commu¬ 
nists, being unwilling to allow any 
allegiance — to the family, to friends, 
to organizations, or to causes — other 
than allegiance to the Communist state, 
for fear that there might be conflict 
between this allegiance and some other, 
cannot even consider allowing organized 
religion to exert or possess any material 
strength or even unified spiritual in¬ 
fluence, If the Christian thought like a 
Communist, he would hive to destroy 
the state. Since a Communist thinks as 
he docs, he must destroy not only re¬ 
ligion, but the church . Since the 
Christian does not think this way, he 
can work for his church and patrioti¬ 
cally support the state at the same time. 
And the Communists thus find this 
principle of social organization a re¬ 
inforced bulwark against their making 
subservient satellites out of Christian 
nations* 

John Birch understood this principle 
very well. He had been raised in a 
country where its soundness was taken 
completely for granted. Nothing in his 
more mature experience caused him to 
doubt its soundness in the least. His 


most evangelistic crusading on behalf 
of Christianity in the most pagan cor¬ 
ners of Asia would not have given the 
temporal rulers of those comers the 
slightest reason to distrust his efforts 
from a civil point of view — unless they 
were Communists — or to put any 
obstacles in the way of his conversion 
of the -natives to Christianity. But every 
such conversion would have meant one 
more cell of stronger resistance to the 
Communists when they came. How bit¬ 
terly they hate Asiatic Christians, and 
the influence of the Christianity of John 
Birch and other missionaries among the 
Asiatics, is revealed by the recent report 
from inside Red China. They are tem¬ 
porarily permitting the resumption, 
under certain carefully humiliating 
restrictions, of Christian worship in 
some of the strongest Christian centers. 
Those who arc ardent enough in their 
faith are innocently rushing like schools 
of fish to seize the tempting bait. And 
the Communist tyrants arc already 
gloating that they will thus know who 
are the irreconcilablcs and stalwarts left 
among the population, to be liquidated 
in the next general purge. It is a cruel 
formula which- the Communists have 
used many times before. 

Last and most important of the 
philosophical and spiritual conflicts 
between Christianity and Communism, 
which we shall discuss here, is the Com¬ 
munist belief that the end justifies the 
means and the Christian conviction that 
this is one of Satan’s most tempting 
lies. For this is, by ultimate analysis, 
the one firm foundation of our quarrel 
with the Communists and with the 
socialists who support them with this 
same rationalization. And the argument 
is tied to John Birch not only through 
his holding a belief contrary to the 
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Communist doctrine* but by his being a that they hate Communism, acquired a 


victim o£ that doctrine in its actual im¬ 
plementation* 

None of us knows beyond all question 
that a socialist or communist organiza¬ 
tion of society, such as the Communists 
claim to desire, would not make for a 
happier world, We do not believe it, 
and there are sou ad reasons in historical 
experience, in philosophic reasoning, 
and in intuitive integration of the in¬ 
finite guides to the pursuit of happi¬ 
ness, which support our contrary con¬ 
viction and encourage our resistance* 
But we are willing to deny ourselves 
that claim to infallibility which wc com 
demn so in the Communists. We are 
willing to grant that, conceivably, they 
could be right* 

If the Communists and their socialist 
allies would depend, therefore, on per¬ 
suasion rather than coercion, on an 
honest presentation of their arguments 
and blueprints rather than on oppor¬ 
tunistic crimes of every nature, to ad¬ 
vance their cause, we should have no 
right nor reason to condemn them. The 
men, for instance, who founded the 
Intercollegiate Socialist Society to which 
we referred above, were not criminals 
or scoundrels* On the contrary they 
were, almost without exception, ideal¬ 
istic young men motivated by the 
noblest aims. It was only as some of 
them, swept along by the encourage¬ 
ment of their fellows into a growing 
fanaticism about their own superior 
wisdom, joined the Communist crimi¬ 
nal conspiracy or at least began to con¬ 
done the use of any means to bring 
about a socialist society, that they lost 
the right to our admiration no matter 
how completely we disagreed with 
them. But over the years many of these 
"liberal” idealists, even those who claim 


blind spot, like that caused an auto* 
mobile driver hy the windshield support 
at either end, for the dirty tactics, all 
the way up to murder, of the Com¬ 
munists themselves, whenever they 
thought the Communists were ad¬ 
vancing the cause of socialism. For 
condoning such tactics they deserve our 
contempt. For running interference fur 
such tactics they deserve careful investi¬ 
gation. For actually participating in 
such tactics they deserve to be pros¬ 
ecuted with energy and justice, ac¬ 
cording to our civilized laws. For even 
good ends do not justify foul means. 
And a whole civilization — the best our 
poor fumbling, bungling race has yet 
arrived at ■—■ has been painfully built on 
the principle that the individual or the 
mob must be limited by law in the 
means chosen to achieve Its ends* 
Neither the Communists, their fellow 
travelers, nor their philosophically 
kindred socialists, have any such prima 
facie case that they are right and we 
are wrong as to justify their reversion 
to barbarism to establish their desired 
form of social organization* 

Your true Christian, like John Birch, 
will not even stand passively on the 
sidelines and allow crimes against the 
code of a Christian civilization to be 
perpet ra ted wt tho u t p ro test an d mi U ta n t 
action. He had already sensed the be¬ 
ginning of sinister events in China 
before he died. During the last months 
of the war he wrote home that the 
American diplomats and leaders in 
China had much to answer for, and 
that when he returned to America he 
would have some surprising things to 
tell. 

As Captain Birch, he willingly co¬ 
operated with the Chinese Communists 
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during the war whenever the occasion 
arose. And there is no doubt that, so 
long as his natural American ignorance 
of the nature and extent of the Com¬ 
munist conspiracy remained, and if the 
Communists appeared to exert their 
control according to civilized standards, 
he would have felt that the coexistence 
of a Nationalist Government and a 
Communist Government in China was 
not his concern. But as soon as the 
Communists began to reveal their true 
nature; to wreck every effort of the 
Nationalist Government to reestablish 
communications, industry, and the 
whole economy on a peaceful basis; to 
turn loose their flood of lies about 
Chiang Kai-shek, in America, and 
about Americans, in China; to murder, 
and pillage, and destroy, John Birch 
would not even have had to stop to 
commune with himself as to whether 
their philosophy and professed aims 
were good or bad. He would have used 
all the force of his convincing voice and 
determined energy, supported by a 
thorough personal knowledge of the 
Chinese scene, to deny their lies and to 
try to stop their destructiveness. When 
all the rest of humanity, except the 
Communists, were looking forward to 
peace and rehabilitation, ten days after 
the Japanese surrender, the very group 
that murdered John Birch, at that very 
time, were engaged in tearing up rail¬ 
road tracks and rearing down telephone 
wires, for the specific purpose of causing 
misery and despair to the civilian popu¬ 
lation. And they were quite right in 
assuming that, whatever their ends, 
their means alone would have made 
John Birch a foe who could not be 
silenced except by death. 

By one of those dramatic coincidences 
which the tempo of war makes com¬ 
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mon, it so happens that John Birch ex¬ 
pressed himself on some of the Christian 
principles we have been discussing, in 
the last letter which he ever wrote. It 
was begun on August 13, 1945 (August 
12 in America), to his parents in 
Georgia, Added to and continued off 
and on, according to habit, and ob¬ 
viously brought to a close on August 15 
with forgivable abruptness, it did not 
reach Mr. and Mrs. Birch until after the 
news of their son’s death. And it seems 
worth while, as a fitting end to this 
chapter, to incorporate that short letter 
here in full. To paraphrase one para¬ 
graph in it, John Birch wanted peace, 
for all people and for many reasons, 
with all his heart. But he would never 
have been willing to accept peace, even 
for a short time, when purchased by a 
tolerance of such evils as he would have 
seen the Communists spreading across 
China and the world. 

China, August 13, 1945 

Dear Folks: 

Here at my little outpost we are all 
waiting for President Truman’s 
word tonight , concerning Japan’s 
answer to die Allied qualification of 
the first surrender offer. Yesterday, 
Sunday morning, I held a service 
especially thanking God for bringing 
us to the eve of victory, and all my 
men voluntarily attended except one 
operator who had to stay by the 
transmitter. We have been holding 
Sunday morning services every week 
that I am here to lead them. This has 
been the case for several months now. 

The C.I.M. have a splendid group 
of Christians at Fowyang, Anhwei; I 
preached to six hundred plus of them 
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there on Sunday morning not long 
ago, at the invitation of the pastor. It 
was the first time I have preached in 
Chinese since leaving Changsha, 

Father, do not worry about my 
"turning back in the furrow/ 1 I may 
"make tents” in my own way; but as 
long as it pleases God to use my voice 
for preaching His Gospel, 1 expect to 
be doing that. 

Please convey the following mes¬ 
sage to George Stanley, wherever he 
may be. Dear George S,; Congratula¬ 
tions on your marriage to as fine a 
person as Pm sure Alice is, I think 
often of you both, despite the evidence 
of my poor letter writing to the con¬ 
trary. I do want to take issue with a 
statement you made — but surely 
cannot have meant — in a letter for¬ 
warded to me by Betty, You said: 
“At best this or any other war is just 
'beating our heads against the wall 1 
, , . all fighting and winning is tem¬ 
porary only,” I will admit that much 
of what we rightly "render to Caesar” 
is of a temporary nature, because it is 
all in the present life. But many of 
these temporary things are of high 
importance and enjoined by God {as 
the execution of wrath upon evildoers 
by human governments). To me, it 
is of the utmost importance to gain 
the temporary opportunity to preach 
Christ's Gospel! Have you ever seen 
a humble Chinese brother, who was 
beheaded because he preached Christ 
rather than the Emperor of Japan? 
I have. To me it is of high importance 
that peace-loving Chinese peasants be 
allowed to live out their lives in 
peace! 

Have you ever watched a Jap 
soldier steal the pitifully few grains 
of rice belonging to a large family of 


Starving children? I have. Have you 
ever seen Chinese girls after the 
Japanese machine-gunned them? I 
have. 

I want peace, but not that pur¬ 
chased by tolerance of such evils as 1 
saw Japan spreading across this part 
of the world! 

Without much military training or 
knowledge, excepting brief observa¬ 
tion of fights between Japs and 
guerillas in Chcktang, 1 cried to 
volunteer as a private* but they made 
me a second lieutenant instead. Since 
that day t have tried* as whole¬ 
heartedly as I could, to serve the flag 
that had protected my life so far. If 
you had ever lived for one day under 
the shadow of the Jap secret police, 
you would thank God that America 
had enough ‘'suckers,” as you call 
them* to redden the sands of Tarawa 
or drop flaming to death through the 
China skies; that there were enough 
“suckers” to stop the Imperial Navy 
at Midway and the Jap bombers at 
Kunming. 

Word has just come over the radio 
that Japan has unconditionally sur¬ 
rendered, Praise God from Whom 
all blessings flow! No, brother of 
mine* we did not vainly beat our 
hands against a wall; we cut our 
hands smashing the teeth of a 
monstrous mouth that was devouring* 
and that rapidly* the lives, land* 
liberty, and happiness of poor helpless 
human beings m many parts of the 
world. And now that mouth, even 
though it be temporarily, is closedl 
Yes, George* liberty is worth its price! 

Good night* and love to all. 
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XIX 

The War Is Now 

It is the purpose of this small book 
to ensure that John Birch did not die 
in vain. It is true that, at the time, we 
we re d e 1 i be ra tel y d e n i e d th e opportu n it y 
to know or to evaluate the circum¬ 
stances, the forces, or the philosophy 
which his murder might have made 
more dear. As a consequence his sacri¬ 
fice contributed nothing to our needed 
enlightenme nt, during the past nine 
years while the octopus of Communism 
was reaching its creepy tentacles ever 
more penetratingly over the whole 
planet. But even now his story may still 
serve to throw one more needed beam 
of light on the nature .and the aims, the 
strategy and the tactics, of the conspir¬ 
acy that will destroy us unless we expose 
and destroy it first. If so, one thing of 
which we can be gratefully certain is 
that John Birch would have considered 
his own life and death to have been 
very much worth while. 

For it seems to me, and to many like 
me, that we now face, directly and with 
ominous nearness, the most transcendent 
crisis within not only the recorded and 
semi-recorded history of the human 
race, but within the biological history 
of the human species. We have already 
mentioned, among probabilities now 
threatening us, the enslavement of 
America and all other free nations, the 
destruction of a whole civilization that 
has been thousands of years in the 
building, and the ruthless substitution 
of the temporal religion of communism 
for all spiritual religions — the last 
danger including the extermination 
from the human tradition of those 
principles of morals, ethics, and hu¬ 
manity which have been common de¬ 
nominators of the great religions. To 


any human being who is not mentally 
blind, even to those who are proponents 
of communism for whatever cause, 
these arc clear and present dangers. 

But there arc two more dangers, 
which reach beyond even these threats 
in rheir ultimate consequences. One is 
obv iou s. Th rough m i sh a nd li ng o f ce les- 
tial powers by little men, either for con¬ 
quest or for defense, the explosive or 
radioactive forces of hydrogen or cobalt 
atoms in chain reaction may get out of 
Land and literally destroy the planet — 
or all life on it * Whether a similar 
catastrophe has happened once or 
billions of times before we have no way 
of knowing. The Persian poet wrote: 

And fear not lest Existence closing 
your 

Account, and mine, should know the 
like no more; 

The Eternal Sakf from that Bowl has 
poured 

Millions of Bubbles like us, and will 
pour. 

It may well be — it is beyond our 
present knowledge to guess either way 
— that an Eternal Power has not only 
shaped millions of solar systems like 
our own, but has permitted the evolu¬ 
tion of life on millions of planets 
within those systems. The surmise, 
however, is poor consolation to the 
heirs of a billion years of one such 
evolutionary climb, on the prospect of 
seeing themselves and their inheritance 
swept into nothingness. 

The second possible catastrophe, of 
completely final import to the human 
race, is less obvious and slower in its 
operation, but no less conclusive in the 
long rum It derives from the fact that 
the communists and other socialists, 
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instead of being infallibly right in their 
belief as to what is best for the human 
race, may be — could be — completely, 
irreparably, and fatally wrong. The 
possibility n sufficiently ominous to 
justify deeply thoughtful attention for 
two or three painful paragraphs. 

For civilization is-evidently just one, 
of an infinite number, of the evolu¬ 
tionary contrivances of nature. It might 
be seized upon, by any dominant 
species of a necessary minimum intel¬ 
ligence, at a certain advanced stage in 
its struggle for survival and growth. 
And it is apt eventually to be over-used, 
to the dangerous detriment of the spe¬ 
cies, like any other physical or psychical 
adaptation to circumstances. 

And civilization, or the progress of 
the species by means of and during 
civilization, depends on competition 
with members of other species being 
entirely supplanted by competition be¬ 
tween individuals within the species. 
This competition, being between equals 
who were alike in physical endow 
ments, has, in our own case, had far 
greater impact on man's mental growth 
than on his physical adaptation. The 
result has produced not only you and 
me, in our proud superiority to the 
other primates, but the opportunity for 
the development of a human being as 
far superior to ourselves, in mental 
stature, as we are to the apes. 

But collectivism, then, is more than 
the tragic sociological mistake for 
civilized man which we have already 
discussed. Collectivism is a biological 
false path; nut only a retrogressive 
tendency in any species which hits 
reached any of the higher evolutionary 
stages, but one of Nature's perenially 
unsuccessful experimental tangents 
which always ultimately ends in a 


“blind alley,' T This fatal ctd de sac qual¬ 
ity of collectivism — and of its even 
darker tributary tangents, such as Com¬ 
munism and mass slavery — stands 
starkly revealed by a hundred million 
years of insect history. 

If, therefore, the Communists or any 
of their philosophical descendants suc¬ 
ceed in fastening the regimented non¬ 
competitive organization of life and of 
effort onto all human beings, every¬ 
where on the planet, the growth of 
homo sapiens will have ended. If this 
ant-like system of non-competitive co¬ 
operation is established with sufficient 
rapidity and universality for only the 
few generations needed, to have it auto¬ 
matically (and after a while instinc¬ 
tively) accepted, as the natural pattern 
of human activity; and if there are no 
except joj is left anywhere ort the planet 
to suggest otherwise; then the increas¬ 
ingly rare individuals who might wish 
to rebel against the system will have no 
more chance of flaunting the commu¬ 
nity conscience chan would a lone ant 
that tried to hoard and hide some of 
the nest's honeydew for her own per¬ 
sonal use. 

Man, thereafter, in unhappy stag¬ 
nation of intellect at its present level, 
will simply exist through the ensuing 
milienin until environmental changes 
occur, or outside competition arises, 
with which our species cannot cope. If 
the planet itself lasts long enough man 
will then disappear hi time, as surely 
as will the ant, as surely as did the di¬ 
nosaur, and for the same basic reason. 
This possible catastrophe is not fanciful, 
and is not one which man, at his pres¬ 
ent fortunate stage of understanding 
of Himself and his universe, should be 
stupkl enough to ignore. 

Rut this has been, necessarily, too 
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slight an excursion into too deep a sub¬ 
ject. This particular danger was includ¬ 
ed in our list only for the sake of an 
honest complete ness; and wc have no 
quarrel with any reader who wishes 
to discount it. The other dangers are 
too palpable, and too imminent. 

For the Communists arc rapidly pro¬ 
ceeding right now, with visible daily 
progress on almost every front, towards 
the successful achievement of their total 
goals. And they arc doing so, in the 
remaining free and semi-free nations 
of the globe, by use of exactly the same 
means that they have used for the cap¬ 
ture of every sizable country, including 
Russia itself, since they first gained a 
foothold from which to operate. These 
means consist primarily of infiltration, 
deception, indoctrination, and the grad¬ 
ual seizure of power, from within. 
When any man tells you today that the 
danger of Communism, to America, is 
not from within our country, but from 
without, that we should stop worrying 
about the Communists and their sym¬ 
pathizers in our midst and worry only 
about their armies and their possessions 
outside, he is either a pro-Communist, 
completely uninformed, or naive beyond 
reason. For he is denying all experience, 
a huge total of very tragic experience 
indeed, with this unappeasable enemy. 
And what is true of America is true 
of every major country outside of the 
Iron Curtain. 

Except in very weak adjacent states 
like Latvia and Finland, and in areas 
which were pre-conquered for them by 
Hitler or the Allies, like Poland and 
East Germany, the Russian Commu¬ 
nists have not anywhere risked the 
direct use of their own armed forces. 
They have, when infiltration and trea¬ 
son have made the time ripe, maneu¬ 


vered Spaniards (with volunteers from 
other nations) into fighting Spaniards, 
Yugoslavs into fighting Yugoslavs, 
Chinese into fighting Chinese, or North 
Koreans into fighting South Koreans. 
They have sent equipment and tech¬ 
nicians and strategists into these frays, 
to help those fighting on the Commu¬ 
nist side. But their technique has been 
to take over every country, when their 
infiltration and treason had gone far 
enough, by a peaceful coup if possible, 
or by bloody internal civil war if nec¬ 
essary; never by conquering arms from 
without. Guatemala has recently fallen 
to Communist control; Italy may fall 
at any time. But the Communists have 
never had one regiment of “foreign 1 * 
soldiers in either Guatemala or Italy, 
nor even threatening their borders. 
They have now used this technique, 
continuously and successfully, in coun¬ 
try after country, large and small, for 
decades. Except as noted above, they 
have never used any other. With it, in 
just the last ten years, they have added 
six hundred million people to their 
slave empire; and have reached the 
point that their threat is serious and 
immediate in half of the world that 
still remains unconqucred. They are so 
obviously using the same technique in 
America, so confidently, patiently, and 
justifiably counting on its ultimate 
success, that only the willfully blind can 
honestly deny the growing , menace 
any longer. 

The truth is terrifying but inescap¬ 
able. The pressure exerted on American 
public opinion, and directly within our 
government, by the Communists and 
their dupes and allies, is so subtle and 
insidious, so clever and well-planned, 
so invisible and unrecognized, and still 
so extensive and cumulatively over- 
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whelming, chat it sweeps even our 
ablest and most patriotic diplomats and 
administrators down its patiently chosen 
path* The world-wide Communist 
hierarchy thrives on prestige and the 
aura of success, far more than on what 
it wins by bullets or by bombs. And 
yet we go on handing them one diplo¬ 
matic victory, one prestige-building 
success, after another, practically on a 
silver platter. And the overall results 
prove conclusively, however much the 
infinite details and separate events may 
be argued about, that treason is the 
strongest force pulling the strings that 
guide us* For as James Forrestai so 
truthfully complained, if it were only 
stupidity that dictated our course in 
foreign affairs, some of the mistakes 
would be on our side. 

There are probably not more than 
twenty-five thousand traitors in this 
country, today, in a population of one 
hundred and sixty million. But every 
single one of those twenty-five thou¬ 
sand is a fanatic* Almost every one has 
a warped but functionally brilliant 
mind, because it is to that kind of men¬ 
tality that Communism most strongly 
appeals. Every one of the twenty-five 
thousand is committed, in his whole 
being and purpose, to the Conquest of 
America by Communist doctrine and 
the eventual rule of America by Com¬ 
munist masters. This goal is not some¬ 
thing additional to his private ambition, 
to be given the leavings of his energy. 
It is, to him, the reason for his existence, 
to which all other aims 'and efforts are 
contributory or merely incidental* He 
i$ determined to do his full part to¬ 
wards bringing about this Communist 
victory by any means, for the end is 
all that matters. He accepts the dis¬ 
cipline of those who plan Communist 


strategy, fully aware that the reins of 
that discipline and that planning lead 
all the way back to Moscow, To further 
Communist strategy, even when he 
does not understand it, he will strive 
for positions of honor, and do his best 
to promote other Communists into 
similar positions. He will concoct pol¬ 
icies that are two-edged, knowing that 
the edge which damages American in¬ 
terests is the one that will be pressed 
effectively* Disguised as a patriot, he 
will distort the aims of true patriots, 
and help to ruin their careers, while 
building up the prestige of other trai¬ 
tors like himself. He will lie and steal 
and even murder, if necessary, though 
he usually prefers to have the murder 
done remotely, if possible, through the 
effect of his policies, rather than by his 
own hands. If so ordered he will, by 
patient guile over die years, make him¬ 
self a respected leader in labor or law 
or education or any field, without the 
slightest visible trace of any Commu¬ 
nist connection, in order that he may 
work behind the scenes for Communist 
aims. Posing as a humanitarian liberal, 
he will multiply the reach of his own 
voice a hundred or a thousand fold by 
beguiling honest liberals to follow his 
bellowing like so many sheep* For the 
^egghead* 1 that talks like a Communist 
is of small importance compared to the 
real Communist who pretends to be 
an egghead. 

It was these traitors and their dupes 
and allies who kept the story of John 
Birch from the American people, most 
of them without ever having heard of 
John Birch themselves* It would be 
easier for us to write the final chapter 
of this book in a more restrained tone, 
and to hew more closely to the line of 
orthodox biography* But this would be 
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a betrayal of the aims for which John 
Birch gave his life. For the tremendous 
cumulative direct power and indirect 
influence of these same traitors, their 
further converts, their dupes and allies 
is still with us and still far-reaching. 

And we are at a crossroads where 
their influence may be decisive; a cross¬ 
roads not just of a nation, nor even 
just of a civilization, but of the human 
race itself. It is the first time since man 
began to spread over the planet that the 
fate of the whole race has been at stake 
in any struggle. One road leads easily 
and appealingly down, eventually to 
slavery, stagnation and increasing dark¬ 
ness, The other leads up the winding 
and difficult road to greater freedom, 
further growth and more enlighten¬ 
ment. And as if it were not enough 
temptation to the spirit of man to sec 
the apparently easier road before him, 
there arc charmers who would seduce 
and slavemnsters who would drive him 
to make the leftward, downward turn. 

We have built this sermon around 
John Birch, for in one blade of grass 
lies the key to all creation, could we 
only understand it; and in the forces 
that swirled around John Birch lay 
all the conflicts, of philosophy and of 
implementation, with which our whole 
world is now so imperatively concerned. 
Therein lay the significance of his life 
and death . Actually we must choose 
between the civilization, the form of 
society, and the expression of human 
life, as represented by John Birch, and 
their parallels ns envisioned by Karl 
Marx and His spiritual successors. There 
is no middle ground, at least for the 
foreseeable future; not because no mid¬ 
dle ground is philosophically possible, 
nor because intelligent and humane 
beings could not prefer some middle 
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ground, but because the Communists 
will not permit it. The man who stands 
ideologically half way between John 
Birch and a young Malenkov or Vish- 
insky has no more chance of ultimate 
survival its a state once thoroughly sub¬ 
dued by the Communists than did Cap- 
tarn Birch himself. The Communists 
will use compromise, to serve their 
purjjosc; but will nor permit compro¬ 
mise to stand, once that purpose has 
been carried out. Not only are you 
cither with the Communists or against 
them. By their own determined and 
ruthless delineation, you are either with 
them all the way, without a shadow of 
a reservation, or you are one hundred 
per cent their enemy after you have 
served their purpose. This is a principle 
which those who would compromise 
with Communism, or with Commu¬ 
nists, should learn well and never for¬ 
get. It is far more literally true, in 
dealing with Communism, than it 
was in dealing with the evil Lowell 
had in mind, that u they enslave their 
children’s children who make compro¬ 
mise with sin/’ 

John Birch was a just an American 
farm boy who might have been your 
son or mine. But he was the first, or very 
nearly the first, casualty in American 
uniform, in a war still being waged 
against us nine years later; a relentless 
war of which there is np end in sight. 
John Birch was killed by typical Com¬ 
munist tactics, ns a part of typical Com¬ 
munist strategy, in a typical Commu¬ 
nist-style war—a continuous undeclared 
war which observes no rules of inter- 
national law, of civilization, or of hu¬ 
man decency. He commanded no 
armies, headed no government, con¬ 
verted no nations to his creed. His 
impact would have been of transient 
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memory and comparatively small im¬ 
portance, had not that impact occurred 
at a time and in a way to make it 
supply particulars from which momen¬ 
tous generalizations can properly be 
projected. With his death and in his 
death the battle lines were drawn, in a 
struggle fro m wh ich eith er Co m mu n is m 
or Christian-stylc civiUzaiiun must 
emerge with one completely triumphant 
and the other completely destroyed , 

As John by dying during that last 
hour or two of agony, after he had 
been shot and bayonet led and his body 
tossed aside, he must have realized that 
the rise of anti-Christ, which he had 
foreseen, was already upon us. There 
is no way in which wc can reach back, 
across the nine-year interval, and let 
him know that his death was not in 


vain. But what really matters, what 
would have mattered most to John 
Birch, is whether his sacrifice does in 
fact help to awaken his countrymen to 
their danger and their duty; and wheth¬ 
er his career does help to inspire them 
to revere more sincerely, and to protect 
more devotedly, that hard-earned free* 
dam, as a birthright of all men, for 
which he fought so well* If we redis¬ 
cover some of our sounder spiritual 
values in the example of his life, re¬ 
charge our determination from the 
spark of his courage, and learn essential 
truths about our enemy from the lesson 
of his murder, then his death at twenty- 
six censes to he a tragedy. For in a full 
lifetime he could not have accomplished 
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Comments From Readers Of The Manuscript 

(Before publication in 1954) 

**The Life Of John Birch should be required reading for every 
American devoted to the preservation of the freedom of his country. 
The author of May God Forgive Us has again produced a hard- 
punching book showing Communist methods* whether in China* 
Russia Or "the United States/ 1 

Arthur Bliss Lane 

Former Ambassador to Poland 


you have done a magnificent job and a patriotic service.” 
Frank : E. Holman 

J Past. President, American Bar Association 


‘'This book is a strong publication pointing to the evils of commu¬ 
nism both within and without our country. It should be read;'by 
all'America ns who love our country and want to preserve.it/' 

■ ’/ r ‘ / . ■ ‘ * ' ’ George E. Stratemeyrr 

* ^ - Lf. General, US.A~ t Retired 


. . I was drawn un to read the book at a sitting, perfectly fascinated 
with your account . . . If the response mutches the impact of the 
book, it will be overwhelming/’ 

Reyere nd Edmund-A. Opite ■/../ ♦ , 
f Spiritual Mobilization , Los Angeles 


1 don't know how you do it, but this book even smells like China. 

W, Bruce Pirnie . - ^ 

Colonel , U£j 4>, Retired and 
- ** Former Acting Major General 

tn the Chinese Nationalist Army 


“Once more Robert Welch uses the tragedy of our immediate past as 
a constructive! warning about out future, if any. For your com¬ 
placent friends here is a real shot in the arm” 

Clarence Matron f v ;:' 

■ J Former Dean. Notre Dame Law School 


U 1 wish your books could be placed in every library in the United 
States. As a matter of fact, they should be required reading in grade 
school,, high school and college." 

Claire Lee Chennault 1 * - 

Major General, U.S* A. F., Retired 
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February 29* I960 
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Copyright I960 by The John 
Birch Society, Incorporated 


The Land we from our fathers had in trust 
And to our children will transmit, or die; 
This is our maxim, this our piety; 

And God and Nature say that it is just* 

Wordsworth 


Daily now, and ever more visibly and blatantly, the 
drive increases --in both strength and speed — to 
surrender this great country we inherited into the 
destructive hands of a universal tyranny. The repeal 
of the Connally Reservation would remove one last 
barrier to the formal surrender of much of our sov¬ 
ereignty, The forthcoming Summit Conference, if 
conducted as now expected, would -- though less 
formally and more subtly -- carry this surrender in¬ 
finitely further. Only a few years thereafter agents 
of a foreign dictator would be telling our farmers 
what to sow, our laborers where to work, and our 
wives how much food they were allowed to have for 
their children. And those who resisted the tighten¬ 
ing bonds would be carted off to live their remain¬ 
ing days in forced-Labor camps, of which the most 
cruel Assyrians would have been unspeakably a - 
shamed. 


Many of our leaders of both parties are* for the 
temporary advancement of their political ambi- 
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tions, helping with all their clever might to bring 
about this surrender. All of them know, and some 
of them intend , that their support of our enemies, in 
exchange for our enemies 1 support of themselves, 
will help to enslave their countrymen. They count 
on the ignorance, the apathy, the opportunism, and 
the moral callousness of the American people to 
make possible the fulfillment of their megalomania 
acal dreams. Each is concerned primarily with 
how to outwit his rivals, by making his dependability , 
from the Communist point of view, more visible to 
the Communists and less visible to patriotic Amer¬ 
icans. Only once before, we believe -- in Athens, 
in the time of Alcibiades -- has any nation ever been 
so mercilessly betrayed by its own most honored 
citizens. 


The conspiracy which endangers us today is tremen¬ 
dously more extensive and more expertly organized 
than was the Spartan apparatus which took over the 
Greek world by treachery and deceit. And because 
of the greater complexity of our modern society, the 
treasonous forces are at work through a far greater 
number of channels and media and disguises than the 
agents and dupes of Sparta needed or could use. But 
for the same basic reasons it is possible to organize 
opposition far more rapidly and effectively today, 
than when Sparta was sending runners with instruc¬ 
tions to its cells in Athens and to the governments of 
its satellite states. Also, because the enemy is at 
work on so many fronts, there are more points at 
which we can fight him. He is vulnerable in more 
places. And this is important when you remember 
that we have so much greater numbers. The truly 
patriotic citizens of this country outnumber all of 
the Communists and their agents and sympathizers 
and willing dupes in our midst, combined, by at 
least ten to one. Our problem is: Organization, 
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direction, dedication 


Which brings ns back to the lines from Wordsworth 
with which this foreword began- For millions of us 
there is no question about dying for our country and 
our cause, if and when the occasion demands it. But 
that is true of tens of millions of other human beings, 
already behind the iron curtain, for whom death 
would at present be a vain sacrifice* It Is more 
difficult and more important to sustain the dedication 
of living and working daily, in all the little ways that 
are effective only if added to myriads of others* To 
supply the organization and direction which makes all 
these efforts cumulative is the duty and objective to 
which we are giving the best that we have; the dedica¬ 
tion is, for each individual, his own consideration and 
his own responsibility* 


And Yet More Introduction 


While we are still comparatively quite small, we are 
now already strong enough and effective enough on 
some minor fronts for the knifing from without, and 
the carping from within, to have started in earnest* 
Almost daily we receive from some loyal member a 
copy of a letter written that member by some critic 
of our Society, calling your Founder all kinds of 
names and making all kinds of accusations. What is 
worse, almost daily now we receive a letter from 
some good member, violently objecting --or even, 
in rare instances, resigning -- because we have 
somebody else on our COUNCIL, or known to be* 
long to the Society, whom that member does not 
like* 


This is all to be expected* and of course it will get 
inordinately worse, as we gather size and numbers 
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We ask all of you to be as unruffled about these 
matters as we shall be. As Col. Tom Hutton has 
pointed out, if the Kremlin had specifically planned 
every detail of the feuding and fighting among con¬ 
servatives and between Americanist organizations in 
this country today, the results could not have been 
more satisfactory from the Kremlin's point of view. 
This is partly because much of the feuding, of 
course, has been subtly instigated by agents of the 
Kremlin* And it is partly because conservatives, 
being individualists above all else, are bound to 
find so many areas of disagreement when they try 
to work together. 


It is our purpose in The John Birch Society to 
inspire and to coordinate greater efforts on the part 
of all men and women of good conscience and good 
will, who want to bring about M less government, 
more responsibility, and a better world, u Our long- 
range objectives are not negative, but positive. We 
know, however, that under present circumstances a 
preponderant part of our efforts must be directed to 
turning back the Communists, as a prerequisite to 
all else we wish to accomplish. In neither the 
defensive nor the constructive part of our program 
Is it necessary, nor even desirable, that all of our 
members be alike, or think alike on all subjects. 

One of the very things we are trying to prevent is 
the conversion of our civilization into a collection of 
standardized robots. 


So we welcome into the Society A, who disagrees 
with B's ideas of how to fight Communists, and B 
who dislikes A, and C who looks scornfully at them 
both; and D who is too rabid, and E who is too re¬ 
strained* and F who can stand nobody except those 
who land on what he considers middle ground; and G 
who wants to get his gun and come out shooting (if we 
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would only say the word}, and H who wants to win 
the whole struggle solely by educational means, and 
J who thinks that militant animosity and slow educa¬ 
tional procedures must both be subordinated to prac¬ 
tical political action; and K who thinks that Li is too 
uncouth, and L who thinks that K is a stuffed shirt, 
and M who can't tell the difference between them; 
and N who thinks that every third member of the 
Society is a Communist infiltrator, and O who thinks 
any expectation of Communist infiltration is exag¬ 
gerated and ridiculous, and P who thinks it doesn't 
matter; and Q who thinks that R is a hound for 
personal publicity, and R who thinks that Q is a 
nonentity, and S who Is sure that neither is a credit 
to the Society; and T who thinks that V is too bossy 
and V who thinks T is too mousy, and parliamentary 
W who thinks that even lunch should be eaten accord¬ 
ing to Roberts 1 Rules Of Order; and X who thinks 
that Y is too much of a sinner, and Y who thinks that 
X is too much of a saint, and Z who wants to spend 
too much of his time worrying about somebody else's 
religion instead of his own. 


You will note, gentle reader, that U and I were left 
out of the above list. That is because U, of course, 
are guilty of none of these distracting or disturbing 
attitudes; and because I, with so much of the respon¬ 
sibility for the ultimate effectiveness of The John 
Birch Society, must -- within the limits of honor and 
of safety --be tolerant of them all. We do not even 
want to discourage the complaints, for out of a bushel 
of overdrawn fears and prejudices and accusations 
we are bound to find now and then the grains of truth¬ 
ful warning which we need. We may be slower to 
move than is liked by some who make charges or air 
their suspicions. While we are sure that other mem¬ 
bers will consider us too drastic in the use of our 
rights of expulsion, if and when we do become con- 
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vinced that charges are justified. But we shall do 
our utmost to get members of The John Birch Society 
from A to Z, to work together for the purposes of 
the Society, regardless of how, on the outside, they 
may feel about each other. We shall insist on loy¬ 
alty to the Society while any person is a member, 
without concerning ourselves as to what that person 
says about the Society, or about your Founder, after 
he or she resigns from membership. We have and 
want, absolutely no control over or responsibility 
for the actions of anybody, except as a member of 
The John Birch Society , and then only with the 
frequently confirmed understanding that the same 
anybody is free to resign from the Society at any 


So, to return to the major point. Fuss and feud and 
criticize each other if you must, but do not let it 
interfere with your own work for the Society, Report 
to me all of the horrible things you will increasingly 
be hearing about your Founder, if you think it is 
worth while, but put no credence in them, no matter 
the source from which they come --or resign from 
the Society if you do. We shall have no time to re¬ 
fute smears, or to explain and justify all of our 
actions, or to smooth out ideological or personal 
differences between our members. We have a job 
to be done* It is a man r s job which will not get done 
if we act like children. And --to repeat once again 
-- we are not just going through a lot of motions, 
but do mean business every step of the way. 


The above is limply an exact reproduction of the beginning of the 
24-page bnllc/in of The \obn Birch Society for the month of March. 
If you would like to know more gbout nr t wt invite >ow to reed onr 
telf-introduction on the that fotlow. 
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THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY was founded, in 
on December 9, 1958. 


Its founder and present head is Robert Welch, of whom 
biographical notes are given at Page 14 of this brochure 


Its top governing body, under the Founder, is the 
COUNCIL, which was formed in December, 1959 and held 
its first meeting in Chicago, on January 9, I960. The 
men constituting the COUNCIL are listed and identified 
on Pages 15 and 16. 


The Society operates largely through local chapters, 
usually of between ten.and twenty members each. Merely 
being patriotic or anti-Communist is not a sufficient 
qualification for membership. Because of our basic ob¬ 
jectives (which will be more fully explained further along), 
we must have associated with us, now and in the future, 
only men and women of good will, good conscience, and 
religious ideals. For we shall strive to set an ex¬ 
ample, by dedication, integrity, and purpose -- in word 
and deed — which our children's children may follow 
without hesitation. 


We now have, as of the day this is written, from one to 
twenty such local chapters in each of the following states; 
Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Coijinecticut, 
New York, Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Louisiana, Tennessee, Texas, Michigan, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, California, Oregon, and Washington. 

We also have a Home Chapter, which maintains con¬ 
tact with its members only by mail. There are now 
members of this Home Chapter in all but a few of our 
states, and the roll includes several hundred of the most 
influential men and women in our country. Also, proba- 








Tip. 






'*V« 


*': • • • 


mw? r : 


" y ^r;z :;. 

'■V" -■ ■• -V 

.. . 


Ji;*..\ .:. : V,'i>^ -'I 


>■ ii, 

■'-.^\ ’■ 


-: £f . . v •: 

^ J- V<VK .v-.. ->%V t. ■;'■ - -»» .• 

'’-JV '••- <•'■ -• -' •AWtf.'i.W 
•• v^v4’->. r* 

,b \v^* • .1 «\ • ■•«. » -: -v; w 1 

:; .■ ;V - 


nr.'Z s 
■ /. 


bly half of our new members first come into the Society 
as members of the Home Chapter, and are then trans¬ 
ferred into local chapters which they themselves help to 
form, or which are formed by others in their community 


For taking the lead in establishing chapters, and for the 
supervision and guidance needed to keep them function¬ 
ing most effectively, we have salaried staff men, called 
Coordinators* We also have, in many areas, men and 
women with other jobs who devote large parts of their 
time and energy to serving The John Birch Society as 
Volunteer Coordinators, The Society is now represented 
by such Coordinators and Volunteer Coordinators in a- 
bout twenty states. We shall appoint Coordinators in the 
other thirty states, and increase their number in the 
areas which are at present too thinly covered, as fast as 
our growth and resources will permit. 


We now have one Major Coordinator, supervising the 
activities of Coordinators and Volunteer Coordinators in 
the ten southern states. We shall add further Major Co¬ 
ordinators, and otherwise increase our organizational 
strength, from the bottom up, as rapidly as we can afford 
it and to whatever extent it seems wise to do so. Neither 
the list of our members, of either local chapters or the 
Home Chapter, nor their number, is ever given out to 
anybody. But during the fifteen months since The John 
Birch Society was founded its growth has been sure and 
solid. We expect that growth to continue, with increas¬ 
ing speed and momentum, until we have the million 
members --of fervent patriotism and unassailable 
character -- which is our goal. 
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THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY is named in honor of 
one of the greatest young men that America has produced 


John Birch was a Christian missionary, from a farm 
near Macon, Georgia, who was in China when we en¬ 
tered World War II. His heroism, accomplishments 
and nobility of character were to make of him a leger 
which the Communists could not allow to live. 


On July 4, 1942, John Birch officially joined General 
Chennault’s forces in Chungking as a volunteer. He or¬ 
ganized Chennault's intelligence service, rose to the 
rank of Captain in the United States Army, and served 
with unsurpassable bravery and brilliance throughout the 
war. He was frequently referred to, by both his associ¬ 
ates and superiors, as the most important man in 
our forces struggling against the Japanese in China. 


Ten days after V - J day, while in uniform, on a peaceful 
and official mission for our government, John Birch was 
brutally murdered in cold blood by our "allies, " the 
Chinese Communists. This was on August 25, 1945. He 
thus became probably the first American casualty in that 
third World War, between the Communists and the ever- 
shrinking "free world, " which is still being waged 
against us fifteen years later; a relentless war of which 
there is no end in sight. 


You have probably never heard of John Birch. This is 
simply because the Communists in Washington planned it 
that way. It took five years of persistent and determined 
effort on the part of his parents, aided by Senator Know- 
land and many other good patriots, to pierce the blanket 
of oblivion which had been so brazenly thrown over his life 
and death by Communist sympathizers in our government. 
As the Saturday Evening Post pointed out, in a long edi- 
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torial on January 22, 1955, based on The Life Of John 
Birch by this writer j 11 Amazingly, there were in Wash¬ 
ington responsible officials who were willing to suppress 
news of the murder of an American officer, apparently 
to prevent the American people from rising in their wrath 
and vetoing further appeasement of communism. u 


John Birch was killed by typical Communist tactics, 
as a part of typical Communist strategy, in a typical 
Communist-style war --a continuous undeclared war 
in which our enemies observe no rules of internation¬ 
al law, of civilization, or of human decency* He com 
manded no armies, headed no government, converted 
no nations to his creed* His impact would have been 
of transient memory and comparatively small impor¬ 
tance, had not that impact occurred at a time and in a 
way to supply particulars from which momentous gen¬ 
eralizations can properly be projected. With his 
death and In his death the battle lines were drawn, in 
a struggle from which either Communism or Chris - 
tlan-style civilization must emerge with one com ¬ 
pletely triumphant and the other completely destroyed 


Partly for these reasons, but even more because John 
Birch in all of his short but outstanding career -- 
so typified the bast of America, we have named our 
organization in his memory* If we rediscover some 
of our sounder spiritual values in the example of his 
life, recharge -our determination from the spark of 
his courage, and learn essential truths about our en¬ 
emy from the lesson of his murder, then his death at 
twenty-six ceases to be a tragedy. For in a full life¬ 
time he could not have accomplished more. 
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THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY is a group of Araeri 
cans who have voluntarily joined together! 


(1) To combat more effectively the evil forces which 
now threaten our country, our lives, and our civil! za 
tion. 


(2) To prevail upon our fellow citizens to start pulling 
out of the deepening morass of collectivism, and then 
climb up the mountain to higher levels of individual 
freedom and responsibility than man has ever achieved 
before. 


(3) To restore, with brighter lustre and deeper con¬ 
viction, the faith-inspired morality, the spiritual sense 
of values, and the ennobling aspirations, on which our 
western civilization has been built. The long-range 
objective of the Society has been summarized as less 
government, more reaponsibility, and a better world. 


We are digging far more deeply into the problems we 
face, however, and building far more solidly in our 
coordinated effort to overcome the destructive forces 
around us, than can be indicated by the brief outline of 
our purposes given above. A more complete presen¬ 
tation of the background, methods, and purposes of 
The John Birch Society has now been given to selected 
small groups of leaders in different parts of the coun¬ 
try, in full two-day meetings, more than twenty times 
since the Society was founded. 


This presentation is available in tape form, wherever 
we have Coordinators to play back the tape recordings* 
There are now films available, of a part of the pre¬ 
sentation, in some areas. But the most readily 
accessible form of the full presentation is in the Blue 









Book of The John Birch Society, which we brought 
out quietly by ourselves a few months ago because we 
have not wanted the publicity of commercial publica¬ 
tion- 


In this presentation we have attempted: (1) To outline 
the nature and the frightening advance of the threats 
against our nation, our religion, and our civilization? 
(2) to evaluate these dangers, and place them in their 
proper perspective, against the backdrop of world his¬ 
tory and the rise of western civilisation; (3) to set 
forth a positive philosophy and program to which men 
of good will, religious ideals, and humane traditions 
may rally with confidence and determination; (4) to 
off er leadership which can make the dedication of such 
men and women more constructive and more fruitful; 
and {5} to describe in detail the organisation, function, 
and procedures of The John Birch Society* 


Since defeat of the Communist conspiracy overshadows 
all other objectives at the present time, our action 
program for the near future breaks down into ten cate¬ 
gories: (1) Dissemination of Americanist books and 
pamphlets as widely as possible; (2) increasing the cir 
culation and readership of the best Americanist peri¬ 
odicals; (3) enlarging the audiences of Americanist 
commentators and newscasters on radio and television; 
(4) making more effective use -- through better plan¬ 
ning, direction, and coordination --of the weapon of 
letter writing; and (5) organizing Americanist fronts 
for many different 


purposes, including the widespread 
use of petitions in some instances; (6) waking up the 
American people to the seriousness of our danger by ex¬ 
posing, wherever possible, the pro-Comxnunist activities 
of Communist sympathizers; (7) making it more difficult 
for hundreds of pro-Communiet speakers to appear be¬ 
fore thousands of unsuspecting audiences; (8) making 
Americanist speakers available for audiences which are 
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now> simply by default, at the mercy of pro-Commu- 
nist lecturers] (9) supplying encouragement and re¬ 
newed hope and determination to anti-Communist refu¬ 
gee groups throughout our country] and (10) carrying 
on an educational campaign on the political front, so 
that our members will understand better - and can help 
their fellow citizens to understand better -- the issues 
and candidates offered to them by both political parties. 


We are already seriously engaged in about half of these 
areas of activity* And we shall expand our efforts into 
every one of the ten fields just as rapidly as we can. 


THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY invites you: 


(1) To buy The Life Of John Birch t referred to on 
Page 10, if you would like to know more about this hero¬ 
ic young American, Paperbound edition, 88 pages, 

$1, 00, postage paid* 


(2) To buy the Blue Book of The John Birch Society, if 
you want to know more about what we are trying to do, 
and how, and why. Plain cardboard cover, plastic link 
binding, 186 pages, $2, 00, postage paid. 


(3) To submit an application for membership in either 
the Home Chapter or a local chapter of The John Birch 
Society, whenever you are convinced of the sincerity of 
our purpose, the value of our program, and the integri¬ 
ty of our leadership. A blank for that purpose, with the 
dues schedule printed on it, is enclosed. If accepted, 
you will become one of a growing legion of truly dedicated 
men and women who are determined to save for our chil¬ 
dren and their children some semblance of the glorious 
country and humane civilization which we ourselves in¬ 
herited* 



























ROBERT WELCH 


Born December I, 1899, on a farm in Chowan County, North Caro¬ 
lina. Ancestry, full of farmers and Baptist preachers, traceable to one 
Miles Welch who came to this country from Wales in 1720. Educated at 
University of North Carolina (four years), United States Naval Academy 
(two years), Harvard Law School (two years), and school of hard knocks 
(about forty years). Came to Boston from North Carolina in 1919, Has 
lived in Belmont for the past twenty years. Has one wife, two sons, a 
Golden Retriever dog, and fourteen golf clubs—none of which he under¬ 
stands, but all of which he loves. 

Has spent a great pan of his life getting from where he was to where 
he wasn*t, for reasons which seemed worthwhile at the time. This includes 
two trips to England specifically to study the effects of the Socialist 
government; one trip around the world; and fairly extensive additional 
traveling in North America, South America, Europe, and Asia. 

Author of THE ROAD TO SALESMANSHIP, published in 1941 
by the Ronald Press Company; of MAY GOD FORGIVE US, pub¬ 
lished in 1952 by Henry Regnery Company; and of THE LIFE OF 
JOHN BIRCH, published in 1954 by Henry Regnery Company, h 
editor and publisher of AMERICAN OPINION, a monthly magazine 
which reviews current events and appraises contemporary leaders on the 
world-wide stage. Has done much public speaking, and will climb on a 
soapbox to argue against the evils of socialism whenever anybody will 
listen. 

Has been in the candy manufacturing business all of his adult life. 
Was for many years Vice President, in charge of sales and advertising, 
of one of the larger candy manufacturing companies, with factories on 
both coasts, and of its subsidiary sales corporations in various cities 
throughout the country, Is a director of one bank, and has served as a 
director of several other business corporations... 

Was a member of the board of directors of the National Association 
of Manufacturers for seven years. Also served three years as a Regional 
Vice President of NAM, and two years as chairman of tts Educational 
Advisory.Committee. Has been active in many other business associations 
and committees, and in many community and educational activities — 
including service on the Belmont School Committee. 

As of January 1, 1957, Mr. Welch gave up most of his business 
responsibilities — and most of his income — in order to devote practically 
alt of his time and energy to the anti-Communist cause. Believes that 
the only thing the Communists now fear is having the truth become 
widely known, to the American people, about the methods and the 
progress of the whole international Communist conspiracy. For his 
readers or his listeners, Mr. Welch simply puts together dear but separate 
facts about the Communist advance, so that their significance becomes 
more apparent. Through this method he is trying to wake up as many 
of his fellow citizens as he can, to the horror and the imminence of the 
dangers which they face. 
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THE COUNCIL 

of 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

Each of the men listed below, who make up our COUNCIL* came into 
the Society solely as an individual, representing in no way any other group 
or organization. But simply for identification, we have given against each 
name the briefest line or two concerning other connections, or past accomp^ 
lishments. 

Dr. N. E. Adamson, Jr, A Boston surgeon. Assistant Medical Director of 
New England Mutual Life Insurance Company. Youngest member of the 
COUNCIL, 

Mr. Thomas J, Anderson. Editor and Publisher of FARM And RANCH, 
farm paper with 1,300,000 circulation. 

Hon, T, Coleman Andrews. Former Commissioner of Internal Revenue of 
the United States, Now Chairman of the Board of two large (and affiliated) 
insurance companies. 

Mr. John T. Beatty. Chicago business man. Former President of the Chi¬ 
cago Employers Association. Also author of several biographies. 

Hon, Spruille Braden. Former Ambassador to several countries, former 
Assistant Secretary of State, A top authority on Latin American affairs. 

Col, Laurence E. Bunker. Former Personal Aide to General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur for 6 r /z years — during the Japanese occupation, the Korean War, 
and MacArthur^s early months in this country after his return. 

Mr. Ralph E. Davis. President of General Plant Protection Corporation and 
afiliated companies, Los Angeles, (We believe this is the largest business of 
its kind in the United States.) An ex- Marine with the patriotic courage that 
made the Marines justly famous. 

Dr. 5. M, Draskovich. Author of Tito , Moicoi^ j s Tr&jan Horse, Editor-in- 
chief of SRPSKA BORRA {The Serbian Struggle), a weekly newspaper, pub¬ 
lished in Chicago, with sizable circulation in thirry-six countries. His father 
Milorad Draskovich, many times a Cabinet minister in Serbia before World 
War I, was assassinated by a Communist in 1921 for having led the Yugoslav 
Parliament to outlaw the Communist Party, 

Mr. Wm, J. Grede, President of Grede Foundries, Inc., Milwaukee, Former 
President of the National Association of Manufacturers and former head of 
the International YMCA. 

Mr, E, P* Hamilton, President, Hamilton Manufacturing Company, Two 
Rivers, Wisconsin. Former President, Wisconsin Manufacturers Association. 
Active on many important boards, and an outstanding citizen of his state. 

Mr. A. G. Heinsohn, Jr. President, Cherokee Mills, Sevierville, Tennessee, 
Author of One Man*t fight for Freedom. A very successful manufacturer and 
a very dedicated patriot. 

Dr. Granville F. Knight. An outstanding physician and public-spirited 
citizen of Santa Barbara, California. Author of many scientific papers, especially 
on the misuse of chemicals and adulterants in foods, 

Mr. Fred C. Koch. President, Rock Island Oil and Refining Company, 
Wichita, Kansas. Strong supporter of many patriotic movements, and especially 
of right-to-work legislation. 

Mr, Alfred Kohlberg. The "China Lobby 11 in person, according to the 
smears of the Left. A very successful importer who has devoted a terrific amount 
of energy and money to fighting the Communists, especially in the Far East. 
How highly Alfred Kohlberg is regarded by conservative leaders in America 
was emphatically demonstrated at the dinner in rhe Waldorf Astoria, given 









him on his seventy-chixd birthday, which was sponsored by General A- C. 
Wcdemeyer, Styles Bridges, Herbert Hoover, Barry Gold water, Francis A. 
Walter, and three or four more of his special friends. 

Dean Clarence Maniom Former Dean of Notre Dame Law School In 19$$ 
was appointed, by President Eisenhower, chairman of a Special Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations. He later resigned rather than stop crusading for 
the Brisker Amendment. Founded the Manion Forum, which now reaches a 
radio audience of many millions every week. 

Mr. Frank E. Masland, Jr. President of C. H* Masland & Sons (carpet 
manufacturers), Carlisle, Pennsylvania. A leader in his community and state, 
who serves as chairman, vice-chairman, or active member of the boards of a 
great many educational, philanthropic, and industrial organizations. Also famous 
as an explorer of out-of-the-way places in the world. 

Mr. W. R. McMillan. President of the Hussman Refrigerator Company, 
St. Louis, Missouri. An outstanding business leader. Was, next to your Founder, 
the first member of The John Birch Society. 

Mr. Adolphe Menjou. Famous actor of screen, stage, and television. Also 
famous as an anti-Commuriist patriot. 

Dr. Revile P. Oliver. Professor of Classical Languages and Literatures at 
the University of Illinois. Recognized as one of the very top scholars in America 
in his field. Now becoming rapidly recognized, also, as one of the ablest speakers 
on the Americanist side. 

Mr. Cola G. Parker, Former President of the Kimberly-Clark Company, 
Former President of the National Association of Manufacturers. At present. 
United States Employer Delegate — a stoutly patriotic and embattled delegate 
— to the International Labor Organization. 

Mr. Louis Ruthenburg. Chairman of the Board of Servel, Inc., Evansville, 
Indiana, Long a leader in and fighter for conservative causes. 

Mr. James Simpson, Jr. A former conservative Republican Congressman. 
Now President of Simpson Estates, Chicago, and with many business interests! 

Mr* Robert W, Stoddard. President of Wyman-Gordon Company, Worces¬ 
ter, Massachusetts. On board of directors of several of New England's largest 
businesses, including First National Bank of Boston. Has just served two terms 
as President of Associated Industries of Massachusetts. Active on the boards 
of many educational and philanthropic institutions. 

Lt. General Charles B. Stone, III, U.S.A.F. (Retired). Chairman of the 
Board and Chief Executive Officer of United States Leasing Corporation, San 
Francisco* Succeeded General Claire Chennauh as Commander of our 14th 
Airforce, in China, near end of World War II, and is lifetime Honorary Chair¬ 
man of the I4th Airforce Association. 

Mr. Ernest G. Swigert. President of the Hyster Company, Portland, Ore¬ 
gon, with other factories in the Midwest, South America, and Amsterdam, 
Holland. Former President of the National Association of Manufacturers, and 
a most dedicated American patriot. 

The basic function of the COUNCIL Is threefold: (!) To show the stature 
and standing of the leadership of the Society; (2) to give your Founder the 
benefit of the COUNCIL’S advice and guidance, both in procedural or organ¬ 
izational matters, and in substantive matters of policy; and (3) to select, with 
absolute and final authority, a Successor to myself as head of The John Birch 
Society, if and when an accident, "suicide,” or anything sufficiently fatal is 
arranged for me by the Communists — or I simply die in bed of old age and 
a cantankerous disposition. And we believe that both the growth and the 
effectiveness of our Society will be greatly helped by the experience, ability, 
and resolute purpose of so strong a governing body. RW 
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Belmont 7B f Massachusetts 


June 1, I960 
Bulletin For June 
Copyright I960 by The John 
Birch Society, Incorporated 


M Say not the struggle naught availeth. 
The labor and the wounds are vain, 
The enemy faints not, nor faileth, 

And as things have been they remain 
Arthur Hugh Clough 


The above quatrain ha© been quoted many times, since 
it was written over a hundred years ago, by many men 
to many groups and for many causes. But we can think 
of no occasion and no audience for which its encourage¬ 
ment was more appropriate than it is for the growing 
army of resolute Americanists, in their struggle with 
the Communists today. 


For while we should never deceive ourselves, and the 
picture as a whole grows darker by the hour, neither 
should we disregard the shafts of sunshine that do some 
times break briefly through the clouds. The postpone¬ 
ment of the summit conference was certainly one such 
glint of light, as we shall try soon to impress on any 
doubters in our midst. And the patriotic Americans 
in this country had a great deal to do with bringing 
about that “consummation devoutly to be wished. I! 

They have reason to rejoice. There was a retreat by 
the enemy, no matter how cleverly disguised, and our 
own labor of the last many weeks was anything but in 
vain. 



—— * , J 
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For this ll postponement" of '’six to eight months rl was 
exactly what we had been demanding. It is true that the 
President of the United States should never have gone 
to Paris at all* It is true that the loss of prestige by 
the United States, and the buildup of Soviet prestige, 
through the humiliated M Eisenhower's reactions to 
the bullying Khrushchev's bluster, were important gains 
for the Kremlin, But these results were still immeas¬ 
urably less disastrous than would have been the huge 
"concessions for the sake of peace" which had clearly 
been contemplated as the function of the meeting. 


The Communist influences in this country, which had 
so industriously promoted the "Summit," had care¬ 
fully arranged to have many ’"feelers" leaked out, and 
"trial balloons" surreptitiously let Loose, as to what 
they expected to accomplish there* This included such 
brazen steps of American surrender as the sell-out of 
Berlin, the betrayal of West Germany into some kind 
of forced confederation with East Germany as a par¬ 
allel "sovereign power, " and negotiated arrangements 
for disarmament leading to the presence of at least 
token Russian armed forces -- or ’"United Nations" 
armed forces -- on American soil- And not only did 
the nationwide protest against these proposed steps be¬ 
come too vigorous and too visible for carrying them 
out to be strategically wise, but there was an uprising 
of mammoth proportions against the very idea of our 
participation in any summit conference at all* 


Our members can certainly take much pride and sat¬ 
isfaction in the part played by The John Birch Society 
in this achievement- About six hundred thousand of 
our postcards, "Stay Away -- U-S*A, went into 
the mails* (This was a far cry from the ten million 
we had suggested as a goal, but was a significant 



































volume, nevertheless,) The editorial message on 
those cards was reprinted in full (as a letter to the ed¬ 
itor, or as an actual editorial, or otherwise) in papers 
with a total circulation of about three million, to our 
knowledge; in how many more we do not know- And 
our members flooded the White House with letters and 
telegrams besides. 


Of course the DAR and many other good organizations 
were vehemently opposing the "Summit, ri Senators 
Bridges and Goldwater, and other members of Congress 
had been outspoken in their objection. Dean Manion 
had devoted one especially strong and effective broad¬ 
cast specifically to the battle, as we pointed out in our 
last bulletin. Many other patriotic broadcasters 
voiced their vigorous objections to the conference. 
Colonel Hutton f Q Handbook For The Summit was given 
considerable circulation by The Minute Women and 
other groups and individuals. There were so many 
additional forces at work that it is hard even to guess 
just how appreciable was our contribution to bringing 
about the postponement (though some of the other op- * 
position was also inspired by our early and determined 
campaign of protest)* We simply do not know how 
much of a hand we had in calling off the game. 


But the matter of credit to be claimed is unimportant. 
What counts is that all of the patriotic efforts together 
did bring about a "postponement" of the conference. 
The Communists, in Washington as well as Moscow, 
decided that they did not dare go through with their 
plans as to what the "Summif" was to accomplish, in 
the face of so widespread and articulate a resentment 
as had been disclosed on the part of the American peo¬ 
ple, So it seemed better to "postpone" the conference 
altogether. 


That the Communists, having made this decision 
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would find some way to seize the Initiative, twist ap¬ 
pearances, save face, and make it seem that the con¬ 
ference had been postponed for their reasons , was to 
be ejected. That in doing so they would use the oc¬ 
casion to salvage whatever gain they could out of the 
situation was inevitable. And that our government 
could be jockeyed and maneuvered, by the Communist 
influences which now control it, into going through 
every necessary motion of designed "blunders" and 
self-abasement, to help the Soviets put over their 
play, was as certain aa that Washington will keep on 
subsidizing Castro, 


Even if the U -2 plane had not been deliberately flown 
into Russian Territory at this particular time, and 
brought down there, as a part of the act (which seems 
almost certain), few things could be basically more 
absurd -- and laughable -- than Khrushchev^ 
swelling his veins in anger and going through his 
bombastic gestures over so trivial an incident* With 
Soviet spies and agents crawling out of the woodwork 
all over the United States, Khrushchev^ corny ges¬ 
ticulations over this ethereal lone ranger would have 
been an excellent performance by the mimic in a 
burlesque show, aa everybody knew. 


What kept the whole world from laughing uproariously 
at so ridiculous a pose was the combination of three 
factors which are almost always present on any inter¬ 
national scene today. First was the consciousness of 
Khrushchev^ immense cruelty. A man that cruel, 
no matter how ludicrous he may become, is never 
really funny. Second was the willingness of our offi¬ 
cials to cringe and crawl to just the right extent, show 
a guilty confusion, and otherwise play up to Khrush¬ 
chev^ act as if it were real. And the third was the 
Communist influence over so large a part of the press 
and other mass media of communication even on this 
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side of the Iron Curtain, Khrushchev could count in 
advance, for instance, on a vast majority of the Amer 
ican newspapers to react solemnly to his pretenses* 
Whether the reaction was one of avowed anger against 
the Soviets, or of attempted tr understanding, !f or of 
solicitousness over the n unfortunate ,f results of our 
Tr blunder* 11 hardly mattered at all to Khrushchev and 
his fellow Communists in Moscow, Paris, and Wash¬ 
ington -- so long as most of the reactions tookseri- 


With the full cooperation, therefore, of Messrs. 
Herter, Dulles, et alia, besides our President, 
Khrushchev chalked up the following gains: (1) The 
whole world was led to see, and to believe, that a 
11 summit conference 11 now and henceforth depends on 
the willingness of Khrushchev and the Soviets to par¬ 
ticipate, rather than on the consent of Eisenhower as 
in the past; (2) the Soviets have now risen above, 
and the United States fallen below, even any n big two' r 
status; and the ostensible parity between them (which 
the Soviets had been so proud to parade only a few 
years ago) has now given way to a situation in which 
the pretended balance is between Khrushchev on one 
side, and Eisenhower, Macmillan, de Gaulle, and 
the governments they represent, all tossed in to¬ 
gether as the opposing weight on the other side; (3) 
the American people have been angered* and psycho¬ 
logically conditioned, to a willingness to spend even 
more billions on wasteful measures of a phoriey de¬ 
fense against an external enemy, when our whole dan¬ 
ger is from infiltration by that enemy and treason 
right in our midst; and (4) the American people, 
patriotically stirred, will now again rally enthusi¬ 
astically in support of those very same leaders whose 
treason, misguided idealism, and stupidity (in fluid 
and undetermined combinations) have already brought 
us to so frightening a pass. 
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Since prestige and emotional attitudes, both artificially 
manufactured, are far more important weapons to the 
Communists than either bombs or butter, the above 
steps of Soviet progress in the now Lukewarm War 
added up to a considerable attainment by the agents of 
the Kremlin, But they still constituted a comparatively 
small price for us to pay, to avoid the overwhelming 
disaster that had been in store for us. As made evi¬ 
dent by many signs, including Khrushchev f s report to 
his '^friends" in East Germany, the debacle at the sum¬ 
mit was a decided victory for the anti-Communists, 
all the way from Adenauer to The John Birch Society. 
And it was important. 


We thoroughly understand, and sympathise with, the 
lack of enthusiasm expressed by some of our members 
for our message to the President* tr If you go, don 1 ! 
come back 1 11 Our own preference certainly, at all 
times, is to be "squeamish" ourselves, in our care¬ 
ful concern for the niceties of language, the amenities 
of respect for office, and even what Will Durant once 
called a decent regard for the little hypocrisies of 
mankind. It 13 one of our many sorrows that, in 
fighting the evil forces which now threaten our civili¬ 
sation, for us to be too civilized is unquestionably to 
be defeated * W + e can never let down one inch in our 
morals, no matter what the need; but a sacrifice in 
manners for the sake of forcefulness is quite another 
thing. And we believed that a barrage of these mes¬ 
sages, by telegram, postcard, and letter, proving to 
the guiding influences that were pushing the President 
into this summit sell-out just how vigorous and deter¬ 
mined was much of the opposition, might be the final 
hammer blow on a very hot iron to bend it in the right 
direction* 




















In the present Instance we regret having asked for the 
sending of these messages, but for one reason only. 
Which is that apparently they were unnecessary. Thia 
was a.last-minute activity. And in retrospect it is 
evident that at least a tentative decision to call off the 
(after the face-saving-for-the-Communists 
dramatic performance already discussed) had already 
been reached before those messages could have begun 
to arrive in Washington- If we could have known or 
guessed that these messages would be superfluous, of 
course we would have rested on the huge volume of en¬ 
tirely polite protest which we had poured on Washing¬ 
ton during the preceding months. 


The incident raises a question* however, that is of 
more than passing interest. And despite the com¬ 
plaint of one of our very good members (and Chapter 
Leader of a very strong chapter) that she would like 
!, less oratory and more requests for action" in these 
bulletins, we think one or two brief paragraphs on that 
general question may be well worth while. 


For in charting the course of the Society we are at 
all times torn between two forces tugging in opposite 
directions -- or tugging in the same direction at 
very different speeds. Many of our members want us 
to be much more outspoken or even belligerent in our 
statements and letters, and much more positive and 
aggressive in our resistance to the continued betrayal 
of our country to the Communists. Others wish us to 
be even more restrained than we usually are.' They 
want us to do our fighting on so respectable -- and 
respectful -- a level (where nobody would ever think 
of calling a spade anything less dignified than an agri¬ 
cultural implement), that we cannot possibly antago¬ 
nize any of that vast majority of people who are patri¬ 
otic at heart but simply do not know the score. We 
give careful thought at all times to both points of view. 
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As to the final messages opposing the fl Summit, H we 
were persuaded to take a strong line by three consid¬ 
erations! (1) The betrayal of our interests by our gov¬ 
ernment was becoming so pronounced and so visible 
that we wanted to set the pace, if possible, for a more 
forceful resistance by patriots everywhere j (2) the in¬ 
tended surrender of large slices of American inde¬ 
pendence at the summit conference was going to be so 
disastrous that drastic and dramatic objection seemed 
to be in order; and (3), because these two points were 
so well recognized, a number of our members were 
already doing what we were about to ask, on their own 
initiative, (That is, they were adding to their post 
cards or letters, urging the President not to go to the 
summit conference, the blunt demand that if he did go 
after all, he should not come back- We simply con¬ 
densed the diverse phrasing of these various requests 
into what we thought was an effective slogan.) We felt 
that giving more articulate expression to what was al¬ 
ready so widespread a feeling of resentment and ob¬ 
jection was a potent tactic. 


Of course we were aware that we would get some crit¬ 
icism, even from our own members. Actually it was 
far less than we had expected, although of course many 
members, who did not approve, refrained from telling 
us so, we are sure. Of those who did write or tele¬ 
phone, or send comments back through our Coordina¬ 
tors, however, the number applauding the slogan ran 
about four to one against those who disliked it. What 
surprised us more was that it was our most influential 
and best informed members, in general, who showed 
the most enthusiasm for the use of this unmistakable 
directness in expression of our patriotic alarm* 


So we hope that those good members who did feel that 
this message was "in poor taste, ft or "politically a 
mistake, M will bear with us this time, in the aeaur- 
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Agenda For The Month - - Act One 


And goodness knows we need to be realistic. For 
let's not forget that even the abortive summit con¬ 
ference produced huge gains for the Soviets and loss¬ 
es for ourselves, AH we have been rejoicing about, 
in the earlier pages of this bulletin, was that we had 
helped to hold down the Communist gains and Ameri¬ 
canist losses, and to make them far less staggering 
than they would have been if the "Summit" had come 
off as scheduled. 


And unfortunately the most important news to Ameri¬ 
cans over the past few weeks has probably not been 
what was happening in Paris at all, nor even what was 
happening in Korea or Turkey, but what was happening 
right in San Francisco, The Communist—inspired stu¬ 
dent riots there, against the hearings of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee, not only bear a marked 
resemblance to those that began the purposeful lawless¬ 
ness and pressure that overthrew Syngman Rhee, and to 


ance that we do not intend to " run wild, " nor to in¬ 
dulge in any dramatics just for the excitement. On 
the other hand, all of us must face up to the fact that 
the enemy is now becoming bolder all of the time, is 
gradually closing in on us on every front, and wants 
nothing more than for us always to be too gentle, too 
respectable, too unwilling to come t o grip with re¬ 
alities, and hence too late in our opposition. That 
has happened in every cotintry which the Communists 
have taken over. If we occasionally become a bit 
rugged, therefore, in the way we try to use whatever 
strength we have, let us remind you from the Slue 
Book that this is not a cream-puff war in which we 
are engaged, the stakes are not those of a pillow fight, 
and we do mean business every step of the way. 
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the similar student riots that began the trouble in 
Turkey, and not only were they all unquestionably 
a part of the same basie planning by some nerve cen¬ 
ter of the conspiracy; but those in San Francisco were 
the first riots of this kind on American soil. For the 
first time the Communists have felt strong enough, 
and far enough advanced in their preparation and in 
their secret control of the reins of power in this coun¬ 
try, to let it become visible that n what can't happen 
here ft is already beginning to happen — on a small 
scale as yet, and undoubtedly with deceptive periods 
of quiescent retreat to follow, but with unmistakable 
certainty and purpose nevertheless. 


The very first task to which we should turn our hands 
this month, therefore, is support of the House Com¬ 
mittee on Un-American Activities, And we think that 
support should take at least five forms. As perhaps 
the most helpful way of making this multiple request 
thoroughly clear, we submit herewith the five sepa¬ 
rate letters which your Founder intends personally to 
sign and mail. 


1, Hon, Francis E* Walter 
House Office Building 
Washington, D, C, 


Dear Congressman Walteri 


This letter will, I am sure, be one of a great many 
written you by patriotic Americans as a result of 
the rioting aimed at your Committee in San Fran¬ 
cisco, 


ViHification and smears of yourself and of the other 
members of HUAC, including the members of the 
Subcommittee which actually met in California, are 
something to which all of you, unfortunately, are 
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already too well accustomed, The insulting ranting 
and obstructionist tactics of brazen Communist 
liars and traitors within your Committee rooms 
are something with which you are all too familiar. 
But when Communist-inspired riots attack your 
Committee 1 b hearings so viciously, from the 
outside, as to bog down or prevent the normal 
functioning of such a duly established committee 
of the United States Congress, it is time for a lot 
of good Americans to come to their senses as to 
what is now starting to happen in our own country 
-- as it has already happened in so many others. 
And we think that both our friends and our enemies 
may be surprised at how many of us there are who 
will make our voices heard. 


There are rumors that you are thinking of resign¬ 
ing as Chairman of HUAC* Let us beg of you not 
to do so. You have already stood more than your 
share of the abuse, and carried more than your 
share of the load, that fall on the shoulders of any 
outstanding American patriot today. But we plead 
with you to keep right on in your present position, 
despite every discouragement, doing all that you 
can to awaken the American people and to save the 
United States, We think there are both more who 
will help you, and more who will thank you, than 
you have had any reason so far to believe. 


I am writing both my own Congressman and my 
local newspaper on this same matter today, and 
shall urge my friends to do the same. 


Gratefully and sincerely, 
Robert Welch 
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Mr. Richard Arens 

House Committee On Un-American Activities 
House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Arens: 


Just a brief note to let you know that I am today 
writing my own Congressman and my local news¬ 
paper in support of HUAC and all it 1 b trying to 
do. And I am urging my friends to do the same, 


DonH let them get you down. The American peo¬ 
ple may be just starting to rise up. And goodness 
knows it is time. 


With my most earnest thanks for everything you 
are doing to save our country, and with all good 
wishes, I am 


3. Mr, James Roosevelt 
House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 


Parallel to your movement to abolish the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, a number 
of us would like to see a movement started to abol¬ 
ish James Roosevelt — and to bury his public ca¬ 
reer under a mountain of contempt. 


Why don't you lead both movements ? It would give 
you reams of desired publicity, and certainly would 
not make you look any sillier than you usually do 


Sincerely, 
Robert Welch 


Sir: 


{Signed} 
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4, Hon* Edith Nourse Rogers 
House Office Building 
Washington, D. C* 


Dear Mrs* Rogersr 


You are well aware* I know, of the insulting rant¬ 
ing and obstructionist tactics of brazen Communist 
liars and traitors that are all too common within 
the committee-room hearings of the House Com¬ 
mittee on Un-American Activities. But when Com¬ 
munist-inspired riots,^*t>egun in San Francisco, at¬ 
tack these hearings so viciously, from the outside , 
as to bog down or prevent the normal functioning of 
such a duly established committee of the United 
States Congress, it is time for all Congressmen 
who love their country to come to the support of 
HUAC more aggressively, more openly, more ef¬ 
fectively, and with more determination than ever 
before. 


I hope that you will take the initiative in doing so. 
And let me assure you that there are, to my person¬ 
al knowledge, a great many actively good citizens in 
your district who will be equally determined in your 


(Signed) 


Not yours, truly 
Robert Welch 


You and I probably disagree on many things, but 
you are one member of our Congress about whose 
fervent patriotism there never has been, nor could 
be, the slightest question. And we are now fast 
reaching a point in this country where plain patri¬ 
otism outweighs all other considerations. 
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With kind regards and all good wishes, I am 


Dear Sin 


It is perfectly obvious that the same Communist 
nerve center, in the Kremlin or somewhere, planned 
the recent Communist-inspired student-led riots in 
Korea, in Turkey, and in San Francisco. 


What fI can't happen here 11 is already beginning to 
happen -- on a small scale as yet* and undoubtedly 
with deceptive periods of quiescent retreat to follow, 
but with unmistakable certainty and purpose never¬ 
theless. 


What are you as a responsible newspaper going to do 
about it? One thing you can do is to give your vigor¬ 
ous editorial support to the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, at which the riots in San Fran¬ 
cisco were aimed, 1 hope you will. 


(Signed) 


Sincerely, 
Robert Welch 


Editor, The Boston Globe 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Of course these letters should serve you only as guides or 
samples, and should be followed, as to either substance 
or form, only to whatever extent you wish. Especially in 
the case of your letter to your Congressman* in place of 
my letter to Mrs, Rogers (who is my Congressman), 


(Signed) 


Sincerely, 
Robert Welch 
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you should adjust both thought and wording to the cir¬ 
cumstances -- the record and outlook of your Repre¬ 
sentative, as well as your relations with him. And 
in the case of Congressman James Roosevelt, you may 
wish to find some entirely different way to try to dis¬ 
courage his continued attacks on HUAC, 


But the main point is for you to write all five of the 
letters indicated, or more -- as to more than one 
newspaper, for instance [changing your wording if 
both papers are in the same town). For the very es¬ 
sence of the activities of The John Birch Society should 
be the thoroughness with which we do a job. 


If there is any letter to be written or action of any kind 
to be taken, as requested by us, that goes against the 
conscience of any member, of course that member 
should refrain. Which principle, clearly established 
by us from the very beginning, ought to be a sufficient 
answer to any sincere critics who are M disturbed" by 
the "dictatorial" nature of our organization. For even 
if a member^ conscience too repeatedly tells him not to 
comply with our requests, in too large a proportion of 
instances, nothing more serious can result than his will¬ 
ing or requested resignation from membership — with 
a pro rata refund of any dues paid in advance. And -- 
to repeat here what we shall probably repeat many times 
in the future — goodness knows we want no personal re¬ 
sponsibility for what anybody outside of the Society does; 
nor do we want anybody to join the Society unless he clear 
ly wishes to do so, nor to remain a member one minute 
longer than he desires. 


Also, we know that, due to age, illness, or occupation, 
some of our Home Chapter members simply cannot 
carry out many of our assignments, and that was thorough 
ly understood when they joined. But --of all other loyal 
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Now that the summit confereace, on which we concentrate 
ed our major effort for so long, is at least temporarily 
off the slate, let ! s turn our unceasing attention on another 
monstrosity bred by Communist purposes, and now being 
so carefully nourished by T( Modern Republicanism* 11 
That is American Foreign Aid* The fact that perfectly 
loyal Americans can accept even the theory , of our 11 for¬ 
eign aid, ff much less its subversive implementation and 
sordid practice, is itself a frightening manifestation of 
the power of Communist propaganda and of the gullibili¬ 
ty (or opportunism) of entirely top many Americans. 


Let us repeat -- once again -- that the very idea of Am¬ 
erican Foreign Aid was dreamed up by Stalin, or by his 
agents for him. The first seeds of the idea were planted 
in this country by Earl Browder, The seedling was nour¬ 
ished by Earl Browder, Eiger Hiss, Harry Dexter White 
and other great favorites of Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 
Even in the very earliest days of 11 foreign aid, 11 UNRRA 
money was used primarily to enable Madame Sun Yat-sen 
in China, Menshikov in Poland, Tito in Yugoslavia, and 


members, where no objection of conscience is involved, 
we do ask and expect a large measure of compliance with 
our requests* While conscientious objection may be a 
legitimate excuse, Indifference or procrastination is not. 
For only if we move as body , through the coordination 
as to both timing and substance of the efforts of all of our 
members, can we become a force, out of all proportion 
to our actual size, for turning back the collectivists and 
then accomplishing our more positive aims. So please 
do your part, beginning with the five or more letters re¬ 
quested in this section -- and going on to the many and 
equally important requests outlined in other sections of 
this bulletin, and of future bulletins. 


Agenda For The Month -- Act Two 
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other Kremlin agents elsewhere, to herd the Com¬ 
munist sheep into corrals supplied with food* and 
starve the anti-Communist goats, in their respective 
countries. 


Next came the Marshall Plan, which was inaugurated, 
with the blessing of the Truman administration* largely 
by s oft -on-Communism Democrats led by Dean Acheson, 
with the able assistance of that earliest of "modern 
Republicans, tf Christian A* Herter, For propaganda 
reasons they affixed to it the name of that idol of the 
Left, George Catlett Marshall, who had nothing to do 
with the whole scheme except for being assigned the 
job of delivering one speech about it at Harvard, 


The truth about the Marshall Plan is not yet popular 
even with many good Americanists, who still are not 
willing to admit that -- despite whatever comparatively 
small amount of good It may have accomplished --it 
was basically a brilliant scheme of the Communists to 
get the United States to do exactly what the Communists „ 
wanted us to do, but to do it under the guise of fighting 
Communism, Among the several major advantages 
accruing to the Communists from the American foreign- 
aid program, one of the most important has been the 
use of Marshall Plan billions to keep socialist govern¬ 
ments in power and to enable them to become more 
socialistic. Actually, it was the most important single 
force in bringing about that continued and steady ad¬ 
vance towards socialism, in most countries pn this side 
of the Iron Curtain, instead of a reversion to the "nor¬ 
malcy 11 of conservatism which is to be expected after 
the turmoil of any great war, A case history of what 
the Marshall Plan did to the economies and the political 
developments in* for instance, just Belgium or England, 
will clearly demonstrate that the Communists accom¬ 
plished, with regard to promoting socialism, exactly 
what they had planned with this colossal deception in the 
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Then the Marshall Plan, which had been presented to 
the American people by Acheson, Herter and Company 
as a strictly temporary measure, was metamorphosed 
into the permanent and more ambitious program which 
is now called Mutual Security (unless they change the 
label again before we can get into print). There has 
probably been only one greater fraud perpetrated on 
any nation by its own leaders -- again through a com¬ 
bination of treason, misguided Idealism and stupidity, 
in varying proportions — in all human history* (And, 
in order not to complicate the present issue, we 1 !! not 
elaborate here on that even greater deception*) But 
there is almost certainly one more step to come, in 
this progression from UNRRA to Marshall Plan to 
Mutual Security -» unless we can put an end to the whole 
idiocy before it is too late. That step, long advocated 
by Christian Harter -- and by Earl Browder before him 
- - is to be a combined outpouring of aid to the n under¬ 
developed 11 nations by the United States and Soviet 
Russia, acting in partnership* We imagine the name 
of the program would be something like 11 Joint Aid, 
Monetary And Economic, For Global Peace And Democ¬ 
racy* M Which would probably soon get shortened down, 
to JAM For Everybody , you already know who would 
supply the jam, and you can guess who would take the 


The Communists are now fully two-thirds of the way 
on their long road to total conquest of the whole world* 
During most of their progress sp far they 1 have had 
nothing to work with but cunning and terror; and the 
cunning always had to be successful to some extent be¬ 
fore the terror could even be utilized. So the cunning 
had to be brilliant, professional, and painstakingly de¬ 
veloped at every turn. But when the Communists asked 
themselves how on earth the American people could be 






beguiled into allowing billions on billions of American 
taxpayers' money, in the postwar decades, to do pre¬ 
cisely those things which the Communists wanted to 
have done, the answer was comparatively easy, and 
strictly logical from their point of view. For it involved 
that exact and complete reversal of the truth which is 
the key to Communist planning. All that was required 
was to present and "sell 1 * the whole program to the 
American people as a means of fighting Communism, 

The American taxpayer would be willing to make more 
sacrifices, and to accept more profligacy on the part of 
his government, for that announced objective than any 
other. Such a program once firmly established in the 
American mind as being for that purpose would become 
more sacrosanct, and more invulnerable to criticism 
or impervious to truth, than anything else that could be 
offered the electorate. 


For that purpose you need, and we will need, a very 
brief summary of the main arguments against "foreign 
aid. M So we do our best to that end in the skeletonised 
presentation offered herewith. 
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Again despite the admonition of "less oratory and more 
action, H we have gone into the above amount of detail 
because we have wanted all of our members to be as 
adequately provided with "background information 11 as 
is practicable, to give them tfee feeling of being on more 
solid ground in all they do to protest a continuation of 
"foreign aid. ,T And while we are sure that a great many 
of our members know much more about the subject than 
we do, it seemed well worth while to share our own con¬ 
scientious analysis of the whole picture with everybody 
that is interested. For we shall now ask for an all-out 
drive to abolish "foreign aid" altogether {with the minor 
exception noted below). And we probably shall keep 
right on asking for it until the drive is successful, no 
matter how long it takes. 
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LET’S END FOREIGN AID 


The undersigned American citizen respectfully 
urges the discontinuance of all ri foreign aid* n except 
for strictly military assistance to our unquestionably 
anti-Gommunist allies, for the following reasons: 

1, The whole scheme is of Communist origin, 
and was designed to accomplish Communist purposes* 
{See* among other sources* Earl Browder’s Teheran , 
published in 1944.) 

2* It was M aold H to the American people, as a 
means of fighting Communism * by the Communists 
themselves* with the support of their sympathizers* 
dupes* and a lot of misguided idealists who swallowed 
the Communist line, {Among its earliest supporters 
were Earl Browder* Alger Hiss, and Harry Dexter 
White. ) It has never been opposed by the Communists 
and their most ardent sympathizers in this country. 
{ And the Communists know what they are doing* ) 

3. Fron the very beginning* to the present, large 
amounts of American foreign-aid funds have been chan¬ 
nelled* under specious excuses or arrangements* di¬ 
rectly into the hands of known Communists* bent on sub 
verting their respective anti-Communist countries into 
Communist hands* (Examples : Madam Sun Yat-sen in 
China* Soupharmou Vong in Laos* Rashid Karami in 
Lebanon* and many others,) 

4. It has been used* and is still used* to keep 
socialist governments in power* and to enable them to 
become even more socialistic* (Examples: Belgium* 
England* India, and many others* ) 

5. American foreign aid is from government* 
to governments* It thus replaces, and prevents* the 
free flow and sound use of American private capital and 
free-enterprise methods abroad* 

6* It heavily subsidizes industrial plants abroad. 













run as parts of a government-managed economy, so 
that they can compete unfairly with American free-en¬ 
terprise plants which must pay the very taxes thus 
used to destroy their own businesses. 

7, The huge domestic contracts resulting from 
American foreign aid are used to bribe or beguile an 
important segment of our whole business community in¬ 
to "going along with* " or actual support of* our own 
governments policies that lead to socialism, 

8, The total wastefulness in administration of 
the program is beyond any understanding except as, in 
many instances* a deliberate effort simply to get rid 
of American money. And the cost of the program* 
added to the extremely profligate other activities of our 
government, is an important cause of the inflationary 
movement that is ruining the value of our currency, 

9* With our own national government virtually 
bankrupt today by any sound accounting* giving away 
billions of dollars to other nations is an act of criminal 
irre sponsibility. 

10. The foreign-aid program is used to make 
truly anti-Communist governments gradually become 
more and more dependent on the receipt of these Amer¬ 
ican millions, and then to force on such governments 
policies which are "soft" on Communism and inimical 
to their countries* own desires and best interests. 

11, It maintains huge hordes of American offi¬ 
cials and their families in foreign countries, lording it 
over the natives, and making us more hated as "im¬ 
perialists by the dollar 11 than we would be actual "im¬ 
perialists by the sword. 11 

12* Increasingly, brazenly, and with ever more 
flimsy excuses, our foreign-aid money is supplied di¬ 
rectly to outright Communist governments that are our 
avowed enemies. The pouring of American millions in¬ 
to the coffers of Comulka of Poland, Tito of Yugoslavia, 
Sukarno of Indonesia, and a dozen other viceroys of the 
Kremlin, can only be the result of either treason or 
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stupidity. And it is time to put an end to both, 


The petition indicated above will be printed on one side 
of a "giant* 1 postcard, of which a sample will be en¬ 
closed with this bulletin. On the other side of the post¬ 
card will be a cartoon, which we believe will be quite 
effective in dramatizing the fallacy of the whole theo¬ 
retical excuse for foreign aid* These cards will be 
available, in, any quantity, at the prices printed on them, 
Also, as in a similar situation in the past, permission 
is hereby granted to any member of The John Birch 
Society to reproduce these cards locally, under certain 
conditions; (1) That the reproduction be in full, and ex¬ 
act (preferably by offset printing so that no errors can 
creep in); (E) that equally good stock and good printing 
be provided as used for the original cards; and (3), 
that such cards, if reproduced Locally, not be sold or 
offered for sale at a profit* (In large quantities our 
prices would probably be as good as any you could ob¬ 
tain, but for smaller quantities we simply have to 
charge more, to cover the cost of handling*) 


Whether you order the cards from this office, or have 
a supply printed locally, we ask all of our members to 
start pouring these messages in on all members of 
both the House and the Senate, just as promptly and in 
just as large a volume as you can. Once again we t hi n k 
that the sheer number of such cards arriving in Wash¬ 
ington — and going through the mails -- will be im¬ 
portant. And we are growing fast enough now for that 
number to be very sizable, if all members do their part, 


There is also inserted with this bulletin a sample copy 
of the full-page advertisement placed by a number of 
business firms in Sevierville and Gatllnburg, Tennessee, 
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in their local newspaper, The Gatlin burg Press, This 
takes the form of an open letter to the two United States 
Senators from Tennessee and the U, S. Congressman 
from that district, with coupons which can be clipped 
out to serve as individual letters to each one* 


This advertisement attacks the foreign-aid folly through 
just one of its vital absurdities, which is No, 6 on our 
list above. But the point made is both easily under¬ 
standable and very important, to all American business 
and all American labor. Reprinting of this advertise¬ 
ment elsewhere is not only permitted but urged by its 
sponsors. Adjusting the copy, so as to name the two 
Senators and the one Congressman for any particular 
district, is very simple. The picture at the top of the 
page is a 'line-cut, M not a halftone, so that it can be 
reproduced satisfactorily right from the enclosed copy. 
And if as many as twenty local firms can be reached, 
by telephone or otherwise, who are willing to join in 
the sponsorship of this full-page advertisement in your 
local paper or papers, the cost to any one firm will 
not be prohibitive. Also, the advertisement gains 
strength and effectiveness by having the names of many 
local business firms listed at the bottom. 


So here is another weapon in our campaign, ready for 
use by those who can wield it. But as is also true for 
the use of our giant postcards, promptness of action 
is important. For while it is going to be well worth 
while to keep hammering away at the stupidity and/or 
treason of foreign aid, no matter how much the appro¬ 
priation for it may be cut this year or even if there is 
no cut at all, our first objective is to see that there is 
such a cut, and a very large one indeed. And with the 
members of both Houses anxious to be free to attend 
their respective Party conventions, a final decision on 
all appropriations is likely to be reached by the end of 
June or very early in July. 
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So 11 go after 11 foreign aid with a veritable flood of 
the postcards, with the placing of these full-page ad¬ 
vertisements wherever it can be arranged, and by all 
other means you can devise that are practicable, patri¬ 
otic, and based on common sense* And keep constantly 
and permanently in mind: Our goal now is to reduce 
foreign-aid all we can, but our ultimate and unceasing 
objective is to wipe it out* Let f s contribute both the 
labor and the leadership that will take this Communist 
leech off our national body* 


Agenda For The Month - - Act Three 

As most of our members know, your Founder publishes 
a monthly magazine, AMERICAN OPINION, More pre¬ 
cisely, the magazine is owned by Robert Welch, Inc. , 
a free-enterprise corporation, of which I owned 86% of 
the authorized common stock, and approximately 18% 
of the preferred stock outstanding* AMERICAN 
OPINION (technically, Robert Welch, Inc,) also puts 
out reprints of various articles which have appeared in 
the magazine. Including such items as the "Summit* 1 
postcards, and the "foreign aid" postcards referred to 
in this bulletin. There were many advantages to this 
arrangement. Such items have been for sale to the gen¬ 
eral public on exactly the same terms as to members 
of The John Birch Society* The name of the Society 
thus was not bandied around, for instance, on six hun¬ 
dred thousand postcards going through the mails. And 
there has been no official connection between the Society 
and AMERICAN OPINION. 



But there have been disadvantages, too; almost all of 
them the result of my having to lean over so far back¬ 
ward to make sure that AMERICAN OPINION did not 
benefit from the informal connection, and from the 
physical association of the two activities in one set of 
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The worst handicap imposed on us, however, by thus 
having to be like Caesar f s wife, has been the necessity 
of repeating in our bulletins much background informa¬ 
tion which not only was also in articles in the magazine, 
but which can usually be given there in more helpful de¬ 
tail, So much of thifljVery bulletin, for instance, espe¬ 
cially with regard to the summit conference, and foreign 
aid, is taken almost verbatim right out of the June issue 
of AMERICAN OPINION, But I knew of no way to cam¬ 
paign for a sufficiently high percentage of subscriptions 
to the magazine, among our members, so as to elimi¬ 
nate such duplication in due course, without the possi¬ 
bility that the result might eventually, somehow and to 
some extent, redound to my personal profit. 
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So I have now cut the whole Gordian knot, by a knife- 
blow that is swift and sure, I have simply donated to 
The John Birch Society, Inc. , all of my stock in AMER¬ 
ICAN OPINION (Robert Welch, Inc. Because the 
magazine has lost money steadily since it started over 


offices- It is for this reason that we have almost never 
made any action requested in these bulletins dependent 
on information in AMERICAN OPINION. And in the one 
instance where we have done so, in connection with our 
long article a year ago on n $ous telle and Algeria, ” we 
mailed an individual copy of the magazine to every mem¬ 
ber, just the same as we have done with a Dan Smoot 
Repor t or any other , *outside u material made necessary 
background by a request in the bulletin. And not only 
have we never urged our members to subscribe to 
AMERICAN OPINION (except by merely mentioning the 
combination offer with HUMAN EVENTS, in which there 
is certainly no profit for either of us); but to avoid the 
possibility of even implied pressure for subscriptions, 
we have maintained a standing and repeated offer to en¬ 
ter a subscription to AMERICAN OPINION free for any 
member of the Society simply on that member’s request. 





















four years ago as ONE MAN ! S OPINION, and the above 
stock has absolutely no book value today, the gift hardly 
qualifies as a huge gesture in magnanimity* Nor -- 
since I have never drawn one cent of income of any kind 
from either the magazine or the Society -- will the re¬ 
duction in salary caused by this "merger" prove bur¬ 
densome* But the fact remains that this stock had orig¬ 
inally cost me a little over ten thousand dollars in cash 
(and that was when ten thousand dollars was still worth 
nearly five thousand dollars}; I have put tremendous 
work into bringing the magazine along this far; and I 
had counted on AMERICAN OPINION, eventually turn¬ 
ing profitable, to provide me with Cadillacs in my old 
age* So there was at least a little sentimental sacri¬ 
fice, though none of substance, in this transfer of stock* 


It is unquestionably the wise course, and the right 
course, nevertheless* The official relationship is now, 
still, nothing more than that The John Birch Society 
owns stock in Robert Welch, Inc* , a "regula^'Ameri¬ 
can free-enterprise corporation, exactly the same as 
it owns a little stock (given it by members) in other and 
far better known corporations. It assumes no respon¬ 
sibility for the fiscal affairs of any of those corporations 
-- and, in actual fact, some of my friends and I may 
still have to go on digging down into our packets to keep 
AMERICAN OPINION afloat* But if, with the greater 
interest and help of the Society r s member ship, which 
now can properly be sought, and with any advantages 
of any kind that may accrue to the publishing business 
from the connection, the magazine does now tu,rn the 
corner presently and begin to prove profitable --as 
we actually expect to happen and had already expected 
to happen ~ there isn f t going to be any "conflict of 
interest" for anybody to lift an eyebrow about* Neither 
I nor any member of my family will own a share of the 
stock. And if, in this happy eventuality, the few "out¬ 
side" shareholders, who put up so much of the capital 
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and own so little of the stock, some day got some kind 
of return on their money, it would mean that The John 
Birch Society was getting a far greater return on the 
very enterprise which their money had made possible , 
and I am sure nobody would begrudge them those -- 
as of now — highly hypothetical dividends* 

So the final point of all this explanation is that AMERI¬ 
CAN OPINION now belongs to The John Birch Society, 

If is your magazine. And we want you to do some thing 
about it* We f ll even be specific: 

(1) Subscribe. If you are not already subscrib e 
tug, and if you can afford it, do so to begin with our 
June number -- which is now at the printers, and will 
go into the mails about ten days behind this bulletin* 

We believe you will find much in that number of very 
unusual interest (despite our plagiarism in this bulle¬ 
tin)* And we flunk that our combined July-August, 
SCOREBOARD FOR I960, number, will be an eye- 
opener that you cannot afford to miss. The subscrip¬ 
tion rate, in this country and Canada, is five dollars 
per year; elsewhere in the world, seven dollars per 
year* 

(2) If you can afford it, subscribe also for your 
friends, relatives, business associates, salaried em¬ 
ployees, and patriotic acquaintances. Helping to build 
up the circulation of AMERICAN OPINION, and to in¬ 
crease its readership and influence, ie a practicable 
means of forwarding our total purpose which could prove 
quite effective and important. 

(3) If, after paying the Society's dues — and 
especially after paying for all of the postage some of 
our requests require -- you do not feel you can afford 
to subscribe, don't let it embarrass you in the least. 

And don't hesitate to write us a note or card for a free 
subscription. Some of our most valuable members and 
hardest workers In the Americanist cause are in the 
income brackets where every five dollars counts. We 
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still have a few hundred subscriptions (all paid for by 
friends of ours for just this purpose) to be entered for 
members of the Society who merely request such sub¬ 
scriptions -- as long as they last. And we hope to have 
more as the need grows, 

(4) If you , on the other hand > are fortunate enough 
to be able to provide some of those 1 Kindest gnat ed tr gift 
subscriptions to be used as indicated in (3), dort r t hold 
back on that assistance either. The multiple-purpose 
subscription blank, which will be enclosed with this 
bulletin* speaks of such gifts for* among others* leg¬ 
islators and opinion-molders, And we use many for 
that purpose. But members of our Society will still 
have first consideration at all times for the unallocated 
gift subscriptions that are available — except on those 
that the donor specifically designates for other cate¬ 
gories* 

(5) Promote the readership and circulation of 
the magazine in all other ways that you can -- espe¬ 
cially in libraries, doctor *s waiting rooms* and other 
public or semi-public places* Every patriot who learns 
enough of the truth becomes another recruit on our side* 
And we honestly believe that AMERICAN OPINION is 
an excellent stimulator, for getting good citizens started 
on steps to the truth. 


Miscellaneous 

Every member of our Society* and in fact every con¬ 
servative in America* has his own **black beast” in the 
Communist advance* to which he is giving his own con- 
centrated attention. And* as is quite natural* he can¬ 
not understand why that particular black beast does not 
loom larger to us than all of the other monsters on the 
whole collectivist front. 


One lady is threatening to resign from the Society* for 
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Instance, because we have done nothing about Senate 
Concurrent Resolution 83 and House Concurrent Reso¬ 
lution 531. These Identical "enabling acts, 11 introduced 
respectively by Joseph S. Clark in the Senate and Charles 
O- Porter in the House, would give President Eisenhower 
the power to commit the United States to total disarma ¬ 
ment and an international police force of the United Na¬ 
tions to enforce it. We thoroughly agree that these two 
bills are as horrible as their two sponsors. And any¬ 
thing anybody can do to squelch all four, we are certain¬ 
ly for it. 


Another member writes us at length of the summer cam* 
paign caravan, stumping the country for disarmament, 
which is scheduled to set out from New York about June 
10. This barnstorming tour is a project of the "1960 
Campaign For Disarmament, 11 sponsored by the United 
World Federalists, the National Committee For A Sane 
Nuclear Policy, and other nice people. They plan to 
get strong statements by political candidates endorsing 
TOTAL WORLD DISARMAMENT UNDER UN IN¬ 
SPECTION AND CONTROL, as an immediate goal of 
American Foreign Policy. We are told that inquiries 
should be addressed to Mr. Curtis Crawford, i960 Cam¬ 
paign For Disarmament, 17 East 45th Street, New York. 
Obviously protest should be addressed to the same place 
And whatever our members can do, within proper limits 
to heckle the campaign caravan into frustrated futility, 
or to convince Mr. Crawford of the error of his ways, 
has our hearty applause. 


We think that the dumping of United States mail to 
Czechoslovakia, if it bears the Masaryk stamp (which 
is perfectly legal United States postage), is one of the 
most annoying descents from civilization yet perpetrated 
by the Communist barbarians, And we think that our 
Post Office Department should be prodded into '■making 
a thorough investigation" and then "taking a firm stand. r 








We think that some o£ the recent excursions of Life 
Magazine , into still worse areas of bad taste for even 
that expert in the field, deserve a tornado of re sound- 
ing condemnation. We agree that the unceasing drive 
for increasing Federal Aid to Education strikes at the 
very foundations of Americanism, and ought to he 
stopped. We concur that the editorial, "The Aftermath 
Of Syngman Rhee, H in the New York Herald Tribune , 
was one of the most disgraceful distortions of the truth 
ever to appear in a supposedly reputable American pub¬ 
lication; and that the editor ought to be told what thou¬ 
sands think of such misuse of journalistic power. 


And so on, for another thirty pages. Nor is any of this 
"writ sarcastic 11 in the slightest degree. Also, please 
understand that we want all of these literally hundreds 
of prods and suggestions. But we do ask you please to 
remember that we must concentrate our efforts in order 
to be effective; and that if we choose too many targets on 
which to concentrate, it is no longer concentration* We 
use the best judgment we can, after full consideration of 
many factors involved in all that we do. We ask for your 
patience, your understanding, and your support. In con¬ 
nection with a course that is conscientiously determined. 


Of course in this work we live under a constant fire of 
criticism from all sides. Right now, for instance, the 
present administration of the United States Chamber of 
Commerce is having a small hemorrhage, and writing 
some very hotly worded letters, over what we had to say 
about their training courses in our May bulletin* Since 
we stand behind what we said, and admit no error (ex¬ 
cept that their course for plant foremen does not have 
the official name which we ascribed to It), we would sim¬ 
ply go on our way without further comment, but for the 
fact that their objection does have one leg on which to 
stand* We asked our members themselves to look into 
what was actually being taught in these courses in their 
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own communities, and then -- if the slant was social¬ 
istic - - to protest on the basis of their own personal 
knowledge and documentation* Apparently many of our 
members did not do this, but wrote protests simply on 
the basis of our account -- given them as a guide as to 
what to look for -- of a very unsatisfactory slant in 
specific instances. And for whatever impetuous unfair^ 
ness may have resulted from that zeal we do apologize. 


Spokesmen for the Chamber are making much of the 
fact that their Discussion Leader r s Guide is clean as a 
hound r 3 tooth of any socialistic or internationalist slant. 
We certainly did not say, and would not have expected, 
anything to the contrary. Any un-Americanist views 
would unquestionably be introduced by the individual 
teachers or discussion leaders, and obviously there 
would be a huge variation of the men chosen for — or 
who wormed themselves into — these jobs. We asked 
our members to help to eliminate the wrong ones — as 
discovered by the members themselves* And we not 
only still assure the Chamber that they have some ft wrong 
one s, u but that it would be extremely naive to think that 
they didn f t. The reaction of the Chamber heads, how¬ 
ever, has been very much the same as that of the State 
Department a dozen years ago, when various people be¬ 
gan to insist that there were Communists within their 
walls. Instead of the good Americanists in the Depart¬ 
ment getting busy to find and throw out the bad apples, 
and thus save both the character and reputation of the 
State Department, Its personnel, top and bottom, simply 
vented their wrath and ridicule on any critic who dared 
to suggest that there were any bad apples in the barrel* 
Any realist knows what has happened to the State Depart¬ 
ment as a result, and the U, S. Chamber could well profit 
by its example. 


We expected to obtain the copies of War Crimes Pis - 
for the distribution mentioned in our 


creetly Veiled 
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last bulletin, on a perfectly sound business deal which 
would have saved the Society some money. There has 
been a delay in the arrangements, so please be patient. 
Our chapters will get the book in time. Also, for all 
chapters with a number above 220, there may be some 
delay in receiving Barry GQldwater f s Conscience Of A 
Conservative , simply because of the way the book Is 
selling, (It is going far beyond the most optimistic ex¬ 
pectations. ) But we have another order in, which will 
be filled as soon as the printer can get to it. And in¬ 
cidentally, canvass your bookstores and libraries to see 
that they have Goldwater^s great book available. 


Last month we ran out of space before we could give any¬ 
body our '"honorable mention. u So this time we catch 
up with our schedule by naming two recipients of so tiny 
a token of our appreciation. First is Mr, Charles M, 
Crawford, Chapter Leader of Chapter No. 89, in Los 
Angeles, Next is Mrs. E. F. Eastman, Chapter Leader 
of Chapter No, 103, in Dallas, And no two people ever 
deserved this small recognition more. It would take 
many pages just to describe adequately the labor and 
dedication that either one has given to The John Birch 
Society, To Mrs. Eastman and to Charlie Crawford, 
and to all of their hardworking members in both chapters 
we send our earnest thanks. 


But to all of our members, everywhere, we express as 
well as we know how our deep appreciation for so much 
loyalty, and so much effort devoted to our cause. And 
I send to each of you -- as always -- my very kindest 
regards. 
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Application For Membership 


THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
Belmont 78, Massachusetts 


Gentlemen 


This is my application for membership in the_ 

Chapter of THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, for one year 
from this date, and for automatic renewal each year 
thereafter, unless I resign in writing, I understand 
the dues schedule printed on the back of this sheet, 
as applicable to myself. 


3f my application is accepted, I agree that my mem¬ 
bership may be revoked at anytime, by a duly appointed 
officer of the Society, without the reason being stated, 
on refund of the pro rata part of my dues paid in 
advance. 


Sincerely 


{Name) 


Application Approved 


Title 
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DUES SCHEDULE 


Life membership in the Home Chapter, 

(which automatically covers member¬ 
ship in any local chapter), for men or 

women * . . . ..$1,000, 00 

(This may be paid in two consecutive 
annual installments of $500, 00 each* ) 


Membership in a local chapter, mini¬ 
mum per year: For men . . , . , $24. 00 

For women, . * . 12* 00 

(This may be paid as $2. 00 per month 


for men, and $1, 00 per month for wom¬ 
en, to the local Chapter Leader. ) 


If any member wishes to pay larger dues, 
to support the Society's work (or to make 
contributions for that purpose), sych 
dues or contributions may also be split 
into monthly installments if desired. 


Regular annual membership in the 

Home Chapter For men. 

For women , , , 


$24, 00 
12 . 00 


(Applications for membership in local chapters 
should be approved by the Chapter Leader, Appli¬ 
cations for membership in the Home Chapter will 
be approved by the home office, ) 








THE SCOREBOARD 


Basic Communist strategy for conquest of the world, as laid out 
thirty-five years ago and relentlessly followed ever since, consisted of three 
steps: (1) Take eastern Europe; (2) next take the masses of Asia; (5) 
then take the rest of the world, including the United States* The Com¬ 
munists completed their first step in 19 JO; the second step is now at least 
three-four tbs accomplished; and they have gone more than one-fourth of 
the way towards carrying out their third step, W'hich means that the 
Communists have now covered well over two-thirds of the total distance 
to their final goal of world-wide dominion* And the momentum and the 
speed of their progress are steadily increasing. 


Between 1937 and 1957 the expan- difficult to appraise. That is the rise 
sion of Communist power in the world of Communist influence in countries 
was approximately eight hundred per- which arc still considered to be dearly 
cent — whether you measured that in, and on the side of, the remaining 
growth in the numher of Party mem- “free world ” That there are ways of 
hers, in the number of enslaved sub- estimating how far the insidious tide 
ject$, or by whatever unit of comparison* has risen, however, even in these areas 
But during the past two years the rate where much firm dry land still remains, 
of expansion has markedly increased* has been decisively demonstrated by 
For a decade after World War II the our experience in putting together the 
Communists averaged adding to their scores in this tabulation* 
empire seven thousand newly enslaved For several different scholars on four 
subjects every hour, twenty-four hours different continents, each of them a seri- 
of every day, 365 days of every year, ous long-time student of the methods, 
But by 1958 that rate of conquest had purposes and progress of the Commu- 
Come up to about twelve thousand new nist conspiracy, compiled his scoreboard 
slaves per hour* And the once free independently of all the others, Each 
peoples of Indonesia, Iraq, Morocco, one made his own estimates as objec- 
Tunisia, Bolivia, Venezuela, Cuba, lively and conscientiously as he knew 
Ghana, Guinea, and other nations now how* And the resulting figures from 
slipping into Communist police-state these different experts, for all but one 
rule, would gladly bear witness to both or two of the 105 countries listed, were 
the truth and the horror of this record* so dose as to be startling — and con* 
How free the status of their former vitidug. Believing therefore that our 
“colonialism* 1 would seem to many of composite appraisals are dependable, 
them today! significant, revealing — and frighten- 

But the most ominous part of the ing — we present The American Opin - 
Communist advance is also the most ton Scoreboard for 1959* 

Thii article ii reprinted from American Opinio*, an informal review published eleven rime* 
per year* Annual subscription, five dollars. Or send one dollar for two consecutive issue* to find 
out whether you like u*- 

Address: AMERICAN OPINION, Belmont 78, MamdniieiU 
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The American Opinion Scoreboard 


In the following tabulation we have 
undertaken to estimate the present de¬ 
gree of Communist influence or control 
over the economic and political affairs 
of almost all of the “nations* of the 
world. (The omissions have been ; due 
to lack °f importance, or auton¬ 
omy.) The chief source of such control 
or influence may be Communist-run 
labor unions (as in Bolivia), or Com¬ 
munist sympathizers in government (as 
in India), or powerful Communist 
political parties f as in Italy), or highly 
* successful Communist agitation and 
propaganda (as in Mexico). The total 
extent of Communist control or influ¬ 
ence over any country, however f 
is due to the impact of all Com¬ 
munist pressures , direct and indirectf 
visible and undercover , working togeth¬ 
er. In most cases, of course, that total 
cannot be measured with exactness , But ; 


we believe the estimates given below to 
be conservative , as of June I, 1959. 

It is only when this scoreboard is com¬ 
pared with any similar one, which 
might have been compiled as recently 
as T952* that its significance becomes so 
shockingly apparent. Each change since 
the 19^8 Scoreboard — if sufficient to 
change the whole bracket shown against 
any country — is indicated by a star, 
and itemized on the last page 0 } this 
insert , 

The Kremlins biggest concern now 
is to k ee P the remainder of the free 
world, and especially the people of the 
United States, from realizing the speed 
and certainty with which the Com¬ 
munists are completing their conquest 
of the planet . We intend to publish 
a revised scoreboard once a year until 
the conspiracy is entirely successful or 
has been entirely destroyed. 


COMMUNIST INFLUENCE 


As A Percentage Of Total Control 


l. 

Aden 

20 to 40% 

19. 

Chile 

40 to 60% 

2. 

Afghanistan 

80 - 100 

20. 

Communist China 

100 

3. 

Albania 

100 

21. 

Nationalist China 

0 - 20 

4. 

Argentina 

40 - 60 

22. 

Colombia 

20 - 40 

5. 

Australia 

0 - 20 

23. 

Costa Rica * 

20 - 40 

6. 

Austria 

20 - 40 

24. 

Cuba 

70 - 90* 

7. 

Belgian Congo 

20 - 404* 

25. 

CEechoslovalcia 

100 

8. 

Belgium 

20 - 40 

26. 

Denmark 

20 - 40 

9. 

Bolivia 

70 - 90* 

27. 

Dominican Republic 

0 - 20 

10. 

Bra2il 

40 - 60 

28. 

East Germany 

100 

11. 

Britain 

' 40 - 60* 

29. 

Ecuador 

20 - 40* 

12. 

British Guiana 

80 - 100 

30. 

Egypt 

80 - 100 

13, 

Bulgaria 

IO0 

31. 

El Salvador <■ 

20 - 40 

14. 

Burma 

60 - 80 

32. 

Ethiopia 

60 - 80 

15. 

Cambodia 

80 - 100 

33. 

Finland 

60 - 80 

16. 

Canada 

40 - 60* 

34. 

France 

30 - 50* 

17. 

Central African 


35. 

French Equatorial 



Federation 

20 - 40* 


Africa 

20 - 40 

18. 

Ceylon 

60 - 80 

36. 

French Togoland 

40 - 60 
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The Scoreboard 


37, Ghana 

38. Greece 
39* Guatemala 
40. Guinea ■ 

* 41. Haiti 
42. Honduras 
43* Hungary * t 

44. Iceland 

45. India 

46. Indonesia 

47. Iran 

48. Iraq 

49. Ireland 

50. Israel 
5L Italy 

52. Japan 

53. Jordan 

54. Kenya 
55* Laos 

56. Lebanon 

57. Liberia 

58. Libya 

59. Luxembourg 

60. Madagascar 

61. Malaya 

62. Mexico 

63. Morocco 

64. Nepal 

65. Netherlands 

66. New Zealand 

67. Nicaraugua 

68. Nigeria 

69. North Korea ' 

70. North Vietnam 

71. Norway 


72. Outer Mongolia 

73. Pakistan 30 

74. Panama 60 

75. Paraguay 20 

76. Peru 20 

77. Philippines 20 

78. Poland 

79. Portugal 0 

80. Romania 

81. Saudi Arabia 60 

82. Sierra Leone *30 

83. Singapore 70 

84. Somalia , 40 

85. South Korea 10 

86. South Vietnam 40 

87. Soviet Union 

88. Spain 0 

89* Sudan 50 

90, Sweden 20 

91* Switzerland 20 

92, Syria r 80 

93, Tanganyika 20 

94* Thailand 40 

95. Tibet 80 

96. Tunisia ^ 80 

97. Turkey 0 

98. Uganda 20 

99. Union of South Africa 0 

100. United States 30 

101. Uruguay 40 

102. Venezuela * 80 

103. West Germany 0 

104. Yemen 80 

105. Yugoslavia 


Footnotes On Changes 


agitation igainn "colonialism/’ sparked by 
Kvinif Nkrumah. 

9. Bolivia. J9iSt 40-40%. 1959: 70-90%. 
The Communists hive steadily tightened their 
'grip. TRty now own Bolivia, to whatever extent 
the/ wish to show their hind. 

II* Britain. Wt: 20-40%. 1959: 40-&0%. 
Thanks to the “lei's surrender" crusade of Ber- 


ObviQuxly there hive been changes in the 
degree of Communist influence in pritkally every 
country. But the changes shown* and discussed 
below, ate only chose which moved our estimate 
into a whole new bracket from the one given 
Jut ycai-- 

7. Belgian Congo. t?It: 0-20%. 1959: 20- 
40% - Thb change reflects the long reach of the 
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Footnotes On Changes 


trand Russell* the pusillanimous appeasement pol¬ 
icies of Harold Macmillan, and other factors,, the 
Com mu nut influence in and over Britain has 
markedly increased during the past twelve months, 

U. Canada, .1911: 20-40%, 1939: 40-60%, 
The erosion of real stance to Comm unlit men and 
measures is subtle* gradual'—and deadly, ^ 

17, Central African Federation. T9JS: 0-20%, 
19S9: 20-40%, This is pimply due to the Com¬ 
munist forces now increasingly at work 'all over 
Africa, 

24, Cuba, 19JS: 40-60%. 1939: ' 70-90%. 

Last year the potential Communist take-over of 
Cuba was merely casting its shadow before it. 
This year it ii an accomplished fact, 

29. Ecuador. 19*1: 0-231%. 19*9; 20-40%. It 
is no secret chat the situation in most of Latin 
America has rapidly grown worse since June 1, 
1932. 

H, France, ml: 40-60%. I9J9: 30-50%. 

This i$ the one improvement noted on the whole 
planet. In our opinion much credit most go eo 
de Gaulle and even more to Jacques Sourrelle, 

40, Guinea. 1958: (As part of French V«t 
Africa), 40-60%, 193 9: 10-100%, Sekoti Toure 
hu now made the break.wj^h France complete; 
the break with civilization, and absorption of hn 
country into the Soviet barbarism, all but com¬ 
plete. 

41 . Iraq. 19 TB: 20-40%, 19*9: 00-100%. 

This *Twing ,r is drastic, but so were the develop¬ 
ments, Our estimate last year was undoubtedly 
too conservative. The violent seizure, of Iraq by 
the Comimimsti was more sudden and complete 
than anything we had anticipated, 

U. Lebanon. 1912: 4Q-6E>%, 1919: 60-20%. 
Lebanon war just one more victim of a “Mur¬ 
phy good-will mission' 1 — is well as of other 
forces. Under the guise of protecting and helping 
Lebanon, our government made Rashid Karamt, 
the [tiding Comm unite of that small country 
(and the man most approved by Nassar), its 
Prime Minister, -Minister of Finance, Minister of 
National Economy, Minister of Defense, and Min¬ 
ister of Information. Vith just one more blow 
of our helping hand the Commumst control of 
Lebanon could move into the highest bracket, 

*7. Liberia, 19ft: 20-40%. 1ST 9: 30-30%. 
The change Is merely another indication of the 
rising tide in Africa, 

4J. Netherlands. I9Jt: 0-20%, 1939: 20- 
40%. Whether or not our citimate I a 1931 
too low, we don\ know, We'arc sure this one 
is not too high, fr 

64. Nigeria. 19ft: 20-40%. 1959: 30-30%. 
Just another case of crumbling before the African 
“wave. 1 * 

7T, Norway. 1938: 40-60%. 1959: 10-70%. 
The change u partly the recognition and result 
of a continuing process; but it is partly just 
to make our estimate of Norway more realistic 
than that of last year. 


73 . Pakistan, 1934 : 20 - 40 %. 1959 : 10 - 30 %, 
Sad, unfortunate, not translatable into specifics 
—but true. 

71 . Paraguay. 1954 : 0 - 20 %. 1959 : 20 - 40 %. 
General Alfredo Stroesncr. President of Para¬ 
guay* is one of the few firm an ii-Communists still 
remaining as heads of Latin American govern¬ 
ments. But of litr months he' has had to give 
considerable ground to ''liberal ' 1 pressures. 

82 . Sierra Leone. 1914 : 20 - 40 %. 1959 : 50 - 
30 %. More washing from the African wave. 

83 . Singapore. 1958 : 60 - 10 %. 1959 : 70 - 

90 %. The last elections show that Singapore is 
already “beyond the point of no return.** 

85 . South Korea. 195 8 : 0 - 20 %. 1959 : 10 - 
The tremendous Communist efforts hive 
gained toeholds that cannot be ignored, 

89 . Sudan. 1938 : 20 - + 40 %, 1959 : 30 - 70 %, 

This heavy gain in the strength of the Cftrunu, 
niln is largely due to the help and encourage¬ 
ment given them by that sterling non-Communist 
(!}♦ G. A. Nassef. 

100 . Th e United States. 1938 : 30 - 40 %, 1959 : 
30-5 0 %. Wt were worried about defending our 
own conviction chat Communist influence, over 
everything of political or economic importance 
done in or hy the United States, now amounts to 
more chan thirty percent of total control. Then 
we goi the surprise of our lives in the far higher 
estimates from some of our experts. 

We have kepi this bracket, with fifty percent 
as the top limit to our appraisal, nevertheless, We 
are aware that the actual number of Communist* 
and Communist sympathizers 'within our borders 
has little bearing on the case. For the Communists 
have taken over some count sirs completely with 
as little as one percent of the population as active 
agents. Vpf - igr*» mitk "prrr * k ir the Com- 
jmu b t i nfiq cn<^riTwd£_gu^Apve^nmtni Itself today 
is. o verwhelming . We know that this influence is 
almost as extreme within our educational, religious, 
and labor organizations. But we feel that there are 
still tremendous layers of Americanist strength 
not yet rotted by *11 of the infiltration, indoc- 
'rrinarion, and political sabotage to which we have 

beta subjected. 

Here is a fact, however* which good American* 
should note with alarm and anxiety. These men are 
the best informed authorities we know. Seven! of 
them, in or from Europe, Asia or Australia, ire 
able to look at our situation more objectively than 
we can. They agree closely with us f and with each 
other, concerning every other country. And these 
men believe that the degree of Communist in¬ 
fluence In *the United States today amounts to 
between 50 % uni 70% of total control. 

10 Z. Venezuela, 19 JS: 2 CM 0 %. 1939 : 80 - 

100 %, As in the case of Iraq* our 1931 figure 
„ was ttio bw, And perhaps in the cue of Vene¬ 
zuela we should have been more aware of the 
nearness and force of the coming storm. 
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Wright To Ask Congress 
For Birch Society Prohe 


TJ, Rep liin W a 

it^ripli eawJid?.lO‘ said if* Houf- 
torv Thursday that ho udN call 
for a Mirtijgilffsuitiiil inff>Hea»iou 
of the .lohn BircU Snricl.'' vrhirh 
he >rtid employ £ methods that 
ere uiK ft iu^iicaiv 

"This should 001 he a wiit h 
hunt horjtftfr Then ii UtmiM <ft*- 
i\& own purpi.'se,'' IV rich I 

•a id ( 

*Mt should he a quiet ?md 
erarchhu; j^twHiiy hi - trniiwHf bt- 
vest tea ir:i>. ilimod si develop- 
tn^ i ho truth , . . *** ■h.at those 
who have bc£n unwitting en 
•oared might know in time to 
a^r.id tlie ■ further embarrass- 
rrieio dial might ■n+:>ir n* Them. 

THE IKVESTlGATIOS should 
dfeftlQSfi the moans the cm 1 Ran* 
Ration employ* t ft trv ,tJ ’ n " 
finance and inlimidHte penpif 
*u|>ht into submission or 5i- 
Wright said. 

He -aid the gravest danger Lhts 
UmLod Stales can face during a j 
time of iriern*Ttonal tension is* 
tntefnM division. 

"in ihe Mh'eitir leh/ h* sit id,- 
''ore the remnants of a phitos* 
ophy which sprang up in the 
depression of die JSiMk, teavhine 
that enterprise iwd and busi¬ 
ness is basically ivm. 

"When ran f ran led with a na* 
^onal problem their only whi* 
tk>n is to sovijih*-*. 

' Yei another seamenl of the 
economy at die oilier iar ex¬ 
treme is a blilc group . . . su 
brainwashed by a barrage of 
one-tided pmpaUfinda vital I hoy 
h#ie come to view tlbm 1 own 
government as their great * 
ett enemy, 

AFTEK MAKING his ttJHe- 
iri^ni to newsmen tn n press 
conference at dte L&muy Motel, 
ft right siimg^«d and *ahi< 
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*1 taimv Me L' nutke 

tnelr nj’Cflt/' 

Tni» ."i-ihn BiMi Si^o-iy is a 
BemixertM society v hid’ Ms 
members i* patnom 1 ;n na¬ 
ture and intended a5 a weapon 
again:;; Com,:: >‘ni>m 

The niffrmaufiirEn has a leader 
•-Robert Welch, 61, o1 Belmont. 
Wavs who once railed Presi¬ 
dent Eisenhower a tntffor and a 
Communist, 

Wright said thr of rolling 

Mr KJaenhower a ComoirwuH is 
euMand t:*h. * 

WKAKim OFTHF extreme 
or rhr left and right in politico! 
philosophy. Urighi who ^hM* 
hhnsHf a rwoei^i* in 1E1* S*n. 
ote rampsigfl, said: 

■ r Or^e rA thr common charac¬ 
ter tsEtas they shine is a supreme 
bilnlerntice fot everyone wiw 
does not ai*oe with Mrinu 100 
por cf«( of hie lime. 

'■An example of fanatical 
right-wing extremism has re 
ceniiy cmne to light in the in¬ 
sidiously un-American ig^tics 
being employed by inn group 
known &u five John Bird* So- 

aifiy.** 

they have failed lo tea- 
tixe, f he paid, ■ m ihat we com 
not effective tv fight. totalitarian* 


is 1 n I ►>' adopt;nv 1 he 1 ft cries nml 
[techniques. of toTalitarienstm. 

rurm IN&TRX'M EXTtt of 
\ terror ami intimidation ate rem- 
imseem ot Hitler's burning of 
jlh# Reichstag and blaming it 
{00 ethers — rcnmJZ$t t»M of tlur 
hvsivrio in our vountry during 
iV ortd \V«r it — reminiscent'of 
jUie Ku Klux Klan 
, /'America/' he >aid r '‘n*s on 
!plate for stvref w ieties de- 
1 signed to follow the word of one 
; spokesman and Lhus to try to 
j in flue nr« Congress by a barrage 
'of intimidating mml and IHp- 
’ pllonc calls/* 

HisiiuicaMy, Wright said tie 
idanger to onv naMon lias br?n 
ilhe growth of fanaticism aP lun 

I extremes so that there is no 

■ broad middle ground left. 

1 'THIS,** HE !3AID. is what 

■ happened in Russia, it Is Wtonf 
happened in Poland, 1 * 

He added: "Communists would 
like nothing better than a divi¬ 
sion that would destroy hie 
sane, nra^oubte middle-ground 
leadership hi any society 

About 8UU peraoUri aL die Oily 
Auditorium heard ilripht make 
n speech telecast by KPRC-TV 

fc PM Thursday, 

\ WRitVflT PHO^OftKU th*Mtie 
j Untied states share in guar&n- 
I teeing an FHA-typc loan pro- 
,5m6ni for Latin American engri- 
| tries whose cMi^efis want to 
jhiiild hnoies Surh a program, 

J Weight ^id t would lesson the 
UpfieHt of Communism for some 
I of those peoples 
- AIjoui :’0 teieinsion and mime 
jonteriainers provided a aiagf- 
■shrnv after Wright spoke. 


% 



Congress Probe of Welch 
Is Sought by 2 Senators 

vestigate th e John B.r-J, ^ * Com-, 

twtys founder (or taltii.e for- *; [ ?“ t>eI “ ,d - "«« b far.-! 
mer President DivipM d t- isen- ' u , . lie / 1 

1 mwer ‘ a oard-cairun c (bin- ^ * Sk * d - shou l<l the Amrrl.| 

munirt.” . an People permit thm kind of' 

One eon PI ess 111 a 11 said be was p JVJfi P ' , - Iln ' rt on B IWHf 

a nwrnfier of me wieiy iiedl?..« 1 **! hia w^e life 

Jt-QihL nJio J>H <(U.. U; , -.f '■ MrfWtan. 

iiue thne are oilier members,,,,, ^* JI, 'iian .,| Hi,. i; WPrn . 
t»l i ivlu* p f >‘ (Mefri pieit )- 1 ,! e J . 1 ,t*ns Cum mj.i rre/ 

^fi* of hie MOuiViy/ 1 >a ! VVUK fl'^ieiiunabte vrfwnh- 

* T hr sotteiy Bays* iLn amt w 7 • Urt,il d base jnn>- 

m ittfit CmimurtiiRm . f < Mf)ri °'* r maiter, 

Kiii sen Thomut H r Kuchri, AND M « Aiitim l )e had re 
s Quif and + >en Thomas J ,<l * Vetr r >‘> fwmaf request for fu 
i*trdd. hNWii. Itftifc thf tU^r J ,Ml ' 

tQ dciKHUK't tl*c ot* 

KI'f'HKL noufi i Meittn. 

tnnnder of ihe soviet v, should' . r ,.,r r 

he called More the »™ ^'r* ‘A ore 'an aftVout 

erumem Operations Committee ™ c wey and ihbtillpeme 
ti> answer rjursiiuns about ai-*„ rehrt 

Barits on the character of 3 Jr , * tOM ftianufaciuir' 

KHsenhower, Chief Justice Harl! - * 1fl * fl ^i-Coimiiumsl s. 

v ? pfy In 1*51 At Belmont, Mas 
through a sppfcf 


.* hvut KuvM 

thpdfl *f f ,d nli^k, hy \\^ rh ^ 

Ml ' ^isemitmer War ret I Fox 

HVCHHK SAID ftoberr Welch. !V* r Frank im 0 

under of the aovielv, should Hot ^ py ^ *nrt Hnny &. Tnim;u 


\ 


wu^M a sprjKP! 

man that he had no c^mm^r 
T hursday. 

While Rurtte? railed fur ai 
invest i«aUon in the Senate j 
'«** "wooled (her Rep Henrv s 
Ruiiss, D-Wis had awked^for nr 
investigation ij> the House 

t Rep France 

.7 ^J alU;r D-Pa, chairman 0 
i he lUutf Coin mi i tee on C T n 
Amencan Acli^hir^ Aullior 
a ppohe h> his commit lee 
Aailer, in a reply 'Jnui^diiy 
*aid Hie k-orutnittea I ms re' 

«-Krri humemiB letter* com 

pJaimnif U*ol ih* orgam^mioci 

U ’J** im-Amerioiru But, he add 
*h* Ihctr specific complimi* si¬ 
eved w rongs hy individual V \Hc 
l,flVr ftft* ourie fo ihe rivil 
cmin*. 

Hies)and, hnwever. said he 
ivoufrf v el come an investigation 
Of the aortery hy Walter * corn- 
mil tee 

ili-Manrt (old ibe \V«nlt| net(m 
f-vomtiK Star Hint tuch « n ln - 
'■psugarion «outd hrlp d, ipp ] 
tliabKes tlisr (f] P ic ■•, 
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THK STAB SAlp h* \ m f, UT | r . 

ten several fr llov rontrrrssmcn 
Wedmvitc;,. urging itieir* not 10 
thp society ‘'until you 
fcnwv the fnou/' 

V u.« ;. ^cr was UTin- ;i, Hik* 
-is!^. tMstUfetksj? 'a 
of the op her hotly has urrn puv 
tinir s tot ot stuff in the con- 
gi a «u»iiimil record that is simply 
Jlot accwaie." 

Mies land did not o«tn« the 
v.aainr, but, in recent weeks, 

I he society h«s been strongly 
cniieized by Sen MiJion j{ 
Young. R-\n. 

^ Hi^strimJ loltf the Stof hr 

ioim^rt fi>e stately m California 
r '<pntc a while bui t,\" 

1 lion x Ihdofse alisoUtiely ev* 
eiyi limit the society stands for/* 
air *apcf, **h«i litf hi*; m per 

irent of Us is mien*# 

iP^ iriuLism and b n l it joining* 
jtlASfU " 

= ASKED A HOLT the era; \ 

story, ItiesCiiM told thr \<swi. 
,aied Press it Ud« suUsiandallv 
;ccinretiL 

Tiir society is nmipnspd of it 
J £roup of patriots, tugged indi¬ 
viduals ,' 1 Hiest&nd said. 

Kuchcl laid the Senate it was 
!lh* proper function Of the Cov- 
ernmenf Operations Com mi nee 
to call Welch as * witness and 
ask him rhe basis for what Xu- 
dvel termed /Liiese miserable 
charges s * 

Kuchof also said I fir commil- 
iee ithoiild 'make him apoto- 
nut id one io 

and Wan on, but In Hie people 
of this country '* 
i>cMjd mid i*ie SK'iHiie the $rv 
cimy ItiJd rOMckcd *own ^d 
Kudtei itnri " liter* are no more 
siiiiimh iinhd Vmmunists in tmt 
counlty than these public nerv- 
enis." 

m Mhl he considered ihe mu 
ufyin them "beneath ctm. 





Person^ who fnc octminrrs o* lirtn that, Russia bad conquered 
the John Btrch Snotty succeed' ihe Untied States, not so much 
ad in jamming a telephone; physically as mentally and 
swftdi board Thur.sda.v but failed!spiritually." 
w ruffle the equanimity of J,| RK\ fi, BIKER JR, preside in 
Frank Dobie. ]t*f Sou ih western Savings, said 

"I refuse to be disturbed by i if tc cum party''invited Pobte here 
the barkings of the membeft of | from his home in Austin as the 
Cha r a iter Assassination. Jj^rea test living writer otk the] 
Anonymous."’ said Dftbie. subject of the Southwest, 

MAKV PERSON £ telephoned "We are happ3 r that he could J 
the Southwestern Savings Asso- come/ f Baker $a\± 1 

elation, where the Texas author 
autographed copies of his newest 
book later in the day. between 
imSfl and 2 M PM. Most of them 
jsaid officiate of the company 
jhad been duped by Dubie. 
j The apparent cause of iheir 
jindignation uas a remark Mien 
! Dobie made Wednesday He told 
[a tele vision re purler that the 
jJohn, Kirch Society includes a 
Joumber of fools. 

LEADER of the Bitch, 

|Sohiety has called Former Prcs-j 
iident Eisenhower a Communist,] 

JMembers of the socity have de~! 
imanded the Impeachment arcdj 
I removal of Ciiief Justice Harii 
jWarpen. 

1 *T have had anonymous vilrtbi 
cation a few times hi my life," 

Xtoble said after autographing 
400 books. "I never respect such 
enough to reply, I like to talk 
serenely and, if J listen to all the 
barking, 1 can't be serene, 

"if the -John Birch people hart 
their way, according to the pro- 
nouncemenU of (heir chieftain, 

Mr fRitberl! Welch, thud dm* 

L could any u*Hhout any reserva* 
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(Following is the of three dispatches about 

the $rmiswret J**hn Bhch Satiety, an organization 
that has crented controvertu across thr Iqnd because 
of Us methods of fighting f ommunism. A UPJ spe¬ 
cial report'yty team, headed by Barham Bundschu 
of the New York Bureau, reports today on the socie¬ 
ty’s doctrine r membership and tarious views on its 
operations*—THE EDITOR) 

By BABBAM BUNDSCHU 
United Pros Internfttfonei 

At the start of 1961 the John Birch Society had 
yrganlzed one to 100 chapters in each of 34 states 
and the District of Columbia, according to its found¬ 
er Robert Welch of Massachusetts, 

fSUU to be organlted: Alabama, Alaska, Colorado, Delaware, 
Idaho, Maine, Moartaud, Minnesota, Nebrakra. Nevada, Nett 
Jersey, Oklahoma, Pcnntyloanla, Hhoie Island, Utah and Vtr- 
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China," Welch haa told mem¬ 
bers. • 

In his bulletin for March he 
urged them to writ© “moore 
letter* to tfco same congress¬ 
men . . . the same letters to 
more congressmen" and to the 
newspapers to prepare the way 
for undisclosed "special actions" 
to come. 

Welch wrote In the bulletin: 

-There fa plenty of evidence 
that we already ha?© the pot 
of the Warren Impeachment 
boiling. What we need now. 
bj adding more feel and blow¬ 
ing on the fire, l« to fire that 
pot a head of steam that will 
be looked at askance by any¬ 
body who might want to alt 
on the Ud . . 

a • « 

Reaction in Congress 

Congressmen, recently 
made aware of Welch’# 
old accusation that for¬ 
mer President Eisenhow¬ 
er was a Communist, are 
already looking askance 
at what they describe 
variously as a “trickle” 
or a “flood” of “impeach 
Warren” mail. 

Republican Whip Sen Them¬ 
is H. Kuchel of California, who 
said he had received about WO 
letters since October, described 
the campaign aif ‘.'contempti¬ 
ble and vicious" Sen, fcudttol 
said: 

“Ob® may. If ho ebaMH 
disagree on ocosiktt with de¬ 
risions of the Supreme Court, 
the votes of a member of Cob- 
gran, or on a porfttoa which 
the American President takes. 
That la part of oar right of 
free speech. Bat to attempt to 
heap slime and abuse on any 
public figure poses an estremo- 
Iy dangerous problem for self 
government In this country." 

Rep. Ken Hechler. D.. W. Va., 
told the House on March IS 
that the desks of many of Its 
members "have been flooded 
for the pakt few weeks by a 
great deal of Junk mail which 
maliciously and unfairly re¬ 
flects on the integrity of our 
great chief Justice of the Unit¬ 
ed States. Efcrl Warren. 


"I would like to know who 
Is paying for aD of those nta>- 
eogmpbvd and duplicated let¬ 
ters and cdftfs • • " 

• • • 

High Endorsement 

Rep. Edgar D, Hies- 
tand (R-C&lif.) te listed 
by tiie society as a mem¬ 
ber of Its “Committee of 
Endorsers.” Hiestand 
said he has been a mem¬ 
ber of the society for sev¬ 
eral years. 

Rep. Hiestand told United 
Press International: 

"It is a society of individual' 
Lsts dedicated to fighting Com¬ 
munism. They make up their 
own minds. They are violently 
onM-Oonununlst. That la the 
one thing jve have In foromaa." 

Hiestand sdBd "a lot of prdto- 
lnent p£oato«to$*© been misled 
by misinformation* end he In 
considering putting Into the 
record a "well documented" re¬ 
ply to charges against the or¬ 
ganization. 

Rep Gordon Ocharer, H-, O, 
a member of the House Un- 
American Activities oommlttee. 
also listed as an endorser, said 
he was not a member of the 
society, but "I look with fa¬ 
vor <m It." 

» • • 

Form Letter Reply 

The Senate Internal 
Security subcommittee U 
replying to inquiries with 
a form letter over the sig¬ 
nature of its chairman, 
Sen. James O. Eastland 
D., Miss. It reads: 

"Tfco John Birch Socfrty. 
a boat which you mM, b 
known to bo a conservative) 
aittl- Casmraf&rt argnnliattoD 
officially. Wo happy * to 

stnto that B Etta U to be from 
our record*, a patriotic cfrf&n- 
lzatloa. Very indy Join . • 

All senators nro not ©a sure. 
Senate Majority Leader Mika 
M&naflefcd. D, Moot., told the 
Senate: * 

"gotacfthing ought to b© flap© 
to lay the forts bator© thq 


American pevpfco bo tkoy can 
judge thin org&itlaaacD f€7 
what It to* 

In California Gov. dmund 
O. Brown said on March 31 
mat ho had asked stats Atty. 
OttL Stanley Mock to look Into 
the organize Urns and report to 
him. 

•'Unless they violate Q law, 
they have a right to speak," 
Brown said. 

Welch telegraphed Brown 8hn 
following day demanding a 
full-drass investigation by the 
State Senate's Cfn-Amencan 
Activities Condhltte© and prom¬ 
ising "a dozen or a hundred 
or a thousand of our members 
In California will gladly tes¬ 
tify." 

• • • 

‘Oust Infiltrators’ 

Paul H. Talbert, Log 
Angeles insurance man 
who Is a member of the 
society’s council, said 
that If any members 
plead the Fifth Amend¬ 
ment “we would just ibve 
to find opt just wf)o4hese 
Infiltrators are so- that 
we can get rid of them.” 

Talbert said. "We all be- 
lieve In loyalty oath*, prefier- 
vation of the ConnaUy Amend¬ 
ment. restoration of the Invest- 
igatlv* powers of ill© FBI and 
any other government commit¬ 
tee for the purpose of Investi¬ 
gating subversion .. , 

°Whal fa happening to onus* 
supposedly reputable newepa* 
pm to refer to us no Ftu*LrU, 
Neo-ftueteto, Sliver Bbirh, Bed 
Shirts, Block Shirts, nbvendves, 
and even to compare ns wfeh 
the So Him KlanT" 

• • • 

Attack on Churches 
Congress was stirred to 
protest by the Birch So¬ 
ciety’s campaign agalnEt 
Chief Justice Earl War¬ 
ren. But it Is the society’s 












attack on thg^nation’s 
churches that apparently 
has brought it to the at¬ 
tention of more- com* 
munities—and has more 
bitterly divided those 
communities— t h a h, any 
of Its other activities. 

It U AH Attack that tU4 
made for years by «j m* re- 
Ugtoue niadamentallgU ’ and 
ceonomto conservatives T^ho era 
ta both heresy and Omuntmlm 
the prase iting or * "social gos¬ 
pel- whif^x attempt® to apply 
biblical teachings to current' 
secular and political problems. 

The people of Arizona are 
getting tvo barrels at, the mo¬ 
ment. It is one of the F Birch 
Society'b *'biggest* 1 slates. And 
It Is receiving similarly con¬ 
centrated mention from the 
American Council of Christian 
ChUrchfc5v. a fun domentolUt 
group which hoa been waging 
a hot war of word* for many 
years against the larger Be¬ 
ltons! Council of Churches. 

The dMaloo has been Inten¬ 
sified by obfttivferny over the 
House Committee on. ON-Amer¬ 
ican Actlymes' motion picture, 
■‘Opmsttoii Abe Lltl^^ ■ Vbtoh la 
beJng\praraosed’ ty^ t he; Bltofr 
poc lets, * among, many ^otheror 
and lyhJch, the National Coun¬ 
cil of Churches also arrnaig 
Others, -has rscommenilcd hot' 
be ah^n vit&put presentation- 
of tattoos about its 


■ r* • B 1 

Churthe *Answer 

The Rev, Carl' Mdn- 
tlre, a de-frockerf Prw- 
byterfan minister who Is 
a spokesman for the 
American Council, d e- 
voted hia nation-wide ra¬ 
dio program on two suc¬ 
cessive weeks to the 
situation In Phoenix, re¬ 
paying to a defense of the 


** * a Ji 

National Council issued 
by 122 Phoenix clergy* l 
men* ■ 1 

In State Barbara, member* 
of th» flmt Presbyta^azi 
Church received through the 
mall & Birch Society 
noiro" attaddng Ito <mi chureh 
leadership and that of Urn 
National OaundL The Rev, Eu¬ 
gene Canon Blake, stated clerk 
of the Presbyterian Chunk In 
the U. a A and & farmer 
National Council praalttant. flew 
to Santa Barbara to aocuoe the. 
Birch Society la i wrawa; 
his tert* '‘Thou Shalt Not Bear 
Fhfce WinSisaa .; . h " " 

Blake told hia audience: 

“If yon fat these' prapegan^ 
dlsb have their ftf they wfU 
divide tots chardt right down 
the middle between Oanmo- 
aista and fandats hating each 
other, labeling each other* and 
dHLrvsUn® ore* other* 

m * •’ f a - 

Frid/on in Amarillo 
At Amarillo, Brig. Gen. 
William I* Lee, retired 
commander of Aagsjlllo 
Air Foroe Base, Is. head 
of theloeal Birch organ¬ 
ization. He denied the so¬ 
ciety has anything to do 
with the rumored circu- ■ 
lation of^a list charging 
five prominent local men 
are Communists. 

Leo said there aro no Ooffl- 
munlfita in Amanita, But he 
acknowledged ^ that the .'Aoctety' 
■ la stirring op' friction Ka local 
churches *v 

Osrt Log told 1771 : 

•Wo hare doc u men t e d ind 
that the National CoancS has 
been Infiltrated by Ommuitigta 
end tame of Umi mlnfatara 
tort won't flrten to no. tmftU 
we enn eonrtnee them that 
the Kollonal Omufl has some 
Communist followere to iL 

there b going to be eame frk - 
“ ■ 

Church lenders la Am&rilto 


— %j. ,i j t j ' - v* 

hove e&ia they are fearful 
that congregation may be 
split into waning, camps. 

The Amarillo group had been 
less cuooettful la another cam- 
paigiL Hie public library re¬ 
fused to yield to lie demand 
that U call Oft a -'Oteat De- 
datona* diBcoaka •eri»-noi>' 
aored by the 0-year-old mr- 
eign Policy AsoclatkKL 

Wichfto'i Bofrf« 

At Wichita, Kans., tha 
society has moved to bat¬ 
tle In policy matters In 
P-TA’s,' the library and 

college. - ' • • 

According to GefnTgt H. I^w- 
LSp assistant prof^r of eco¬ 
nomics at the" Uotrersity 1 of 
Wichita and directed of the 
BAnsap Council ter industrial 
Peace, they "virtually control 
the Wichita Chamber of Com¬ 
merce and semi to have a 
toalai al fay pi* 

ateto tfunoher 

-One «f their ma>4 <A&»- 
ttws la tins .tale b to fc- 
stony eoBeethre b a r g a totog. 
They am preparing to buah 
Uiroogb some vfatoos. antM^- 
bor U^nklbn ^nrihg 'Ua^BOt 
w&tslon" ' - 

* * * 

No Ho/df Borrfid 

Members^ Ife society 1 
from coast to ctfes^hfive, 
professed themselves un- 
: disturbed by Welch’s pre- 
' sodety charge that Pres¬ 
ident Hsenhower was 
not a dupe but a Commu¬ 
nist, ■ - , 

faiA a fianto Barbin m- 
^CA'r T * 

■ -If fac (Etoeubownrl to eat, 
b*;4aesxt*t knaw ft" 

BpruiUa Braden, former 0. & 
.wnbajEador and a member of 
- tha aodety'a mundl* raid ha 
dldnt agree wllh the chArgo 
bul that lit fat no'way tod him 
.to dWtloii Wekh r e 1 Jttteneut 


? *1 i V V 

on other matters. Braden said 
ol welch; 




J 


timea. When ymi^ra to a tpr* 
wit brawft. m totto ara ter? 
v«L You Aon^ fiffit by the 
Uargnfa of Qoottktoerry ratoa 1 * 


/TOMOJfBOlfrWtloA 
piret ftlf opinion of TCit- 
enktnoer, Taft, MacAr- 
Uw #nd GoW»ii««ter; net 
tuw 0 f tka opposition)* 














Financial Matter* 

Welch said he u anted . 
to raise 51 million from ' 
sources other than dues 
during the society * first 
year- M and even thrft 
amount I? an awfully 
small drop m ihe bucket, 
against whaf either the 
direct Communist propa¬ 
gandists or the Reuiher- 
ite labor bosses are 
spending against us " 

There la no public account¬ 
ing 6t Cither money or in cm' 
bens hip. 

Dues nr* *24 ■ year for men 
and ft* for women; i tit mem' 
bershlpa bj* tl.OOO. tffcher wx 
Appeals for additional vo'un- 
iAry contribution accompany 
virtually 0,1 E main nf to 
member 

Welch Km e&Jfl h* 4rawi 
no calory. There are 3& full- 
lima employe* at headquarter* 
and the society U reported to 
he the largest single source of 
revenue for she Belmont. Mba, 
post office next door 
Another 3S salaried pen&wis 
work around the country u 
coordinktaro of member groups, 
and an additional 100 persona 
Aort full or almost lull time 
u rahinteerc. 

• * * 

Smear Technique 

Welch frankly has bor- ; 
rowed the Communist [ 
technique of setting up 
"front’* groups for spe^ 
dfic purposes. He ac¬ 
knowledged that another 
technique he advocates— 
the use of loaded ques¬ 
tions to smear a suspect 
he can't prove is a conv 
rmmist—is 14 mean and 
dirty J* 

Chapter* operate at widely 
different levels otf secrecy. In 
North Dakota, Keelings *j« 
announced on local radio sta¬ 
tions and everybody'* welcome. 
The North Dakota organ lx*- 
Uon. with about 400 members 
in 19 thiplers, was active in a 
proposal to outlaw the federal 
Income tax which was ap¬ 
proved by Uie states kmer 
Howe but killed in the State . 
Senate 

In Da]l*e p * 32-year-old busi¬ 
nessman member of the so¬ 
ciety wouldn't give his name 
for public*non, however, and 
captained: 

*>lMt of wtr memben In 


Uadi* ua Little people, Just 
like I uv Ztt«l «f these folks 
onld not take a AiihliKd 
■unenr attack. If II came along, 
Ihe? would probably be thrown 
Out of thfir job. Fnt that 
r« too, the lh lug baa been 
kept pretty quirt. 

‘'There arr no real million¬ 
aires in D&His tn it as far as 
I know 

He estimated there were ’20 
rhapters In Dallas and *aid he 
had heard there acre ICO in 
Houston. Chapters are gener¬ 
ally mads up of 20 members, 

'Nose* for Red* 

There is no rule of 
thumb in Welch's book 
for members to deter¬ 
mine on their out* who 
is or who isn't a Com¬ 
munist, or Communist 
dupe. 

rbe blue boyk says: 

HThere »re ways of ntUng up 
both Individual* and organic* 
U4in tn this battle which 
coma only with experience, m 
knowledge of Iht Inter- locking 
piece* wad permmaHtlrs and a 
feel for the way the Ceimnii* 
tUsta wwt 



"And whUo of course I can 
make mlstak h too. t kno w 
from the way my opinion of 
nd«u diaiwlart, fanned' ^ 
dependent ty, has then proved 
to coincide with the opinion of 
J. B. Matthews , that I 
hat* a rsktf ittuhU* and tt- 
enrsto mw Fn this «re* - + * 
so wo da not fatead la be f ut<- 
Irated by ladeeHtom of I hi* 
naturw" 

Matthew* ti an associate ed¬ 
itor of Welch'd ''American 
Opinion" ad well as the stand¬ 
ard by which bn check* hia 
none for ComnriurUsta 

H* resigned at chief investi¬ 
gator to Sen Joseph R. Mc¬ 
Carthy & Senate Committer in 
1953 after appearance In "The 
American Mercury'* of Mat¬ 
thews' article stating that cler¬ 
gymen were ' f the largest single 
group supporting *S* Commu¬ 
nist apparatus’* m -.nis coun¬ 
try^ 

¥ * * 

Warren Campaign 

The “most important 
activity" of the John 
Birch Society at the mo¬ 
ment Is Its campaign to 
impeach Chief Justice 
Earl Warren, 

In ihe view of the jbdety’e 
founder and leader, Robert 
Welch, the Supreme Court'd 
Sdioo! decision and ah the 
racial troubles tn Ihe South 
have been brought about by 
Communists to Tomenl civil 
war, "Civil rights'* is a Com¬ 
munis; alogin, "an exact par¬ 
allel to the slogan of "Agrarian 
reform' which they used tn 










irch Society Alarms \ 



fUi fi — The* f c* - 

■’« sf ' ce 08.l»rUiiwiI Fri^yI *JH ?“l i7 '? 

■wpwjrnt "wnrerif over i ”• 1 *F r > 

^SSST^ Johr t:°rJ ten 

’Hit; ] impart men t mused fwriVdiffn^r th °;? whos '- 
to say whether it invesli : in- ,,u f ( r0rl1 fhe ma ^ cr ‘ 
*»««« the Hmisccn* sottov.! '* nfldp(J - 

? 111 3 -‘pokesman said "ai. *ht(Id ri 'd not. sav whether 
priming number of mqiiir. if, e "‘ouM press for a full, 
•<-s Justice Department rt?ed '"'mstigation of tbe- 
y ;, *«!r<etl about the JoJm. f,ln;h Society. 

Rm-lt Society has made ii a| Chairman John I 
■Hal er of concern to the a(-P*h D., A:1c.) c a j,l j 

Wimey general." government oporat 

Thomas X "ulfee has no pl a 
fr^te-^A 0 ”'’ '■ oC the Sen. .^stigate the snnctv 
<z ' na J wuunty subcmii- ‘t has no junsriic!in 
■ ui V. d * lc would bring Senale Iteirfjbtj/- 

u - K -' hei 

^^rthj subcommittee^ 

: .FBr director. J. Edgar 
Hoover, ih-Yhe Xpril Law En- 
tenement Bui letter v ere ,y 

oy- Americans combat i n - 

communism. not men 

tion any specific group 
y He said Man(l 

Sm« 70t '- v r,f l 

Amerioa n peoule. 
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FBI Keeping Watch 
On Birch Movement 

Bureau Chief, Attorney General, 
Solons Are Expressing Concern 

By JIM MATHIS, ol*f ol The Post Wa*hlT, s lnn Bnrenu 

WASHINGTON — The Federal Bureau of Inve^liga* 
Tion has rnairUained a close watch on the development of 
the John Birch Society, The Houston Post has learned. 

Though spokesmen for the —--———■- 

.Justice Department and for the 
bureau run by J, Kdgm- Hoover 
wiwTt say an investigation is in 

progress, the bureau has kepi 
far ahead of the rest of ihe 
c nuntry a rid newsp* pei -a i n 
studying 1 the movement. 

AGENTS HAVE SEEN and 
read the controversial collection 
Of speech*^ and letters entitled 
The Politician 11 and attributed 
;to Robert Welch, the founder of 
;ihe society. The society says its 
(Him is to fight Communism. 

I Agents hove Also mquh'ed into 
the formation of such society 
polities ae the attempt to im¬ 
peach L',5, Chief Justice Karl 1 

Warren. 

No attempt has been made, 

it is underwood, to investigate \ 

individuals vn ihe society, al¬ 
though the bureau has kept a * 

lookout for possible Communist 
infiltration. None has been 
found, 

THE RESULT OF imestiga- t 

lions, a rid concern such as was 
expressed Friday by A tty Gen 
Robert F, Kennedy, plus 
mauds for congressional inquiry 
into the organisation, ted to 
strong statement in the April 
1 Law Enforcement Bulletin 
written by FBI Director Hoover, 

Said Hoover, in warning 
against "reckless charges." 

“vigilante action," and “inept 
attempts 1 to fight Communism: 


’'The job of curtailing and vfy n* 
dining Communism ts one for 
legally ennsliluied amhnntirs 
with Ehe Ucftritesi co-operation 
o( rvery loyal citizen 
"Tins u neither the time for 
inarijnn nor vigilante action 
"ATTflFRUTlNt; r\cry ndvor- 
shy to Communism is noi only 
irrational, but contributes to hys¬ 
teria and fosters groundless 
te?*f s. 

"There is above all ihe dan¬ 
ger n( Irresponsible counter-ac¬ 
tion by citizen* who lend im¬ 
petus lo Communism through 
attempts lo fight Ihia insidious 
menace,' 1 

The statements fmm Hoover, 
which named no one in>r fin 
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iM-gamzatfnp, still must have 
linen a knock ip flic society*! 

which numbers the vnrrFin FHi j 
director among their rrnm-tinri 
iKirw, 

The attorney i^rterbl got into 
the ornery much more gently 
bum Hoover. Through pis pres* 
?i£-<]ski to, Kennedy Uu h hccpnis 
fcjfnwn v ml ‘hhe gracing num¬ 
ber of inquiries which ilm Jus- 
lice Op;!r(ment has feefived 
-uhoui the John fiirolt Society 
Jut# made it a mat tor ot con¬ 
cern to ilit* atiurney gcftitral 

ME A* WHIM?. toe National 
Aswtolion of Manufacturers in 
New York, which Welch once 
served 9« a. board member also 
made public a resolution passed, 
last month In which ii, in ef¬ 
fect, tonsil red the Joint Hindi, 
Society, 

Charles K. SJigh Ji\ NAM ex¬ 
coot ive vine president said the 
resolution ivas prepared n n di 
drawn up with the risfeisianuo of 
three Krrnwr N’AM presidents 
who aro listed aa members nf 
live ^fH'Jiny^ governing civunuVl 

The revolt pi win, while not tinm- 
ing Welch, affirmed rhe NAM's 
c-uiifiricncc if Former Pivrktem 

FiiiOfihOwei'. 1 a tv? ted it Com mu- 
nett by Wck-h in 'The Polill- 
eiau h ’ 

♦ THK SAM HCltlS SO T told 
m Hi not Iuhjw ingly a^neiiile 
vv ill: any individual nr he a pufty 
i.r> any orgamzalion that ques-i 
\uttxFi the loyally and integrity 
or Former Fresidt’nt Eisenlum- 
er nr attempts to degrade die 
fundamental respect due him 
and his high office, rh the resolu* 
lion so id. 


Siiid Welrh had not been, 
eonueLied with thr 
tor many years, 

Demme I a t ion * a: -d r d - ‘ m a n d>‘! 

/or investigations v, -re re* 

soumting ou C>prto] Mill Viu 
Ch;pn in;m Thonitos J DucH !j. 
Conn, y i lii^ Senyiu iniLTnal se¬ 
curity Piiheommuie*. headed the 
list, Uudcl said he would brine; 
up the jHiasibibiy nl an ifiveyii- 
ption at die fi*M *tihrmprnjtlcr 
meeting. 

Dodd lias been one of the ntuiit 
nnUpoken arui-ConmHJitoji mrm- 
l)ors of ihe donate, Mr is known 
to leej tiie society and Welch T 
killings have damaged effort r 
tiy coni am Q minus u terry 
OTHER SENATORS w e r f? 

*>imply renewing ti t I a i; k > 

lauuchert before 
Sen Milton ft. Voang K-ND 
wj <o fired first ainnn^ congress¬ 
men, said he h ad been ttciuged 
by a barrage of ft- iters accusing 
him "of all manner of tilings/ 
Young said many penpiCp liovv- 
ever, did noi know ahoui 
iVelrh s tvHUufss and necusatiwh 
aKUinst imnon^nt and reaper leu 
officia 1^’. 

Sen Tihjinas H. iCuch^l, Ft^ 
Calif, i'!iiU ged We lef ) w ii it a 
"fania + srir and 'incrediblp liber 
for branding Mr Risenbuwer a 
ca rd-oan y ing O^mmUnlsi, 

Neither ihe Senate siibGbmmTt- 
lee nor ihe Hu use UmAmerjean 
Activities Commit lee appeared 



annia^is to lauiich an invesliga^ 
Uiort, however. 

Demands for activity from tilt- 
conservetive un-Ameriran Activ¬ 
ities Ct^mmjnee came from Rep 
Henry S, Reuss. t-Wiy 
Rep Donald C T Brurtv P,-lnd, 
said the allegations m^ide by 
Welch were he lore hie society 
wys I'cmed. He sM many peo¬ 
ple in his (lirMrtoi in fhe society 
vvere good people, und he would 
mo^e slowly in investigating 
Ihem, 

(INK ftKl'KNljKR R- p Kdear 
W ihesiuniJ ft-Calit. roiled a 
news confer*nee lo nuike deal 
his posiiion as h member, ilei* 
sTand rliscfostd his membership 
Thursday, and betO*e newsmen 
met with him he telephoned 
Welch in Boston 
"Mj? advice,' HiesUiiid said, 
'is fur people not to sound olf 
i>efore Jhey have ah the facts. " 
Hiesiand said ihat 98 per cent 
of the people in the organiza¬ 
tion were emphatic fmii-Gdm- 
.munisls, and no more. Only 
jaijout jjer cent would be ex- 
jt remists, he said. He admit!ed 
th;u there wore some policies 
;oJ the sue iei y Ho whb h he did 
no? agree." 

C'MOfiSK to slay mii the so- 
p cieiyt." he aditod, 'To niu f ihe 
.society would ^ccni io have a 
achievement than any n/ thi? 
miter sound and line patriotic 
groups I know, 1 ' 

Hicstand said thal the current 
newspaper stories on the society 
were CommunUUnBpirnd, and 
were proof of the good work \he\ 
society was doing He was aaked; 
to he specific in these charges J 
but w as not 

The congressman s?td the so¬ 
ciety irnd a goal of 100,000 mem- - 
bers. He named Rep John Knus- 
sc lot, R-Caiif, as another cun- 
gressionrtt member. 







John Birch Society 
Founder Asks Probe 

Boston il'Pli — Robert 
Welch. founder of the John 
Birch Society, sent a tele¬ 
gram to the Senate internal 
security sulKommittce Satur¬ 
day asking for an official 
investigation of his organiza¬ 
tion. 

Welch told Sen. James 0. 

Eastland, chairman of the 
subcommittee, that members 
would testify openly and, “un¬ 
like our Communist enemies, 
none of our members will 
plead the Fifth Amendment.'* 

(In Washington, Eastland 
said he had received Welch’s 
telegram and would suhmit 
his request for an investiga¬ 
tion to the subcommittee at 
its next meeting The senator 
said that because of the 
Easter recess of Congress, he 
did not know when the sub¬ 
committee would meet next, 
hut that he would call a meet¬ 
ing “as quickly as I can.") 

Kennedy Concerned 

The request for am investi¬ 
gation came after the Justice 
Dept, reported in Washing¬ 
ton that Atty Gen. Robert F. 

Kennedy was concerned about 
the ultra-conservative John 
Birch Society. 

Sen Thomas J. Dodd <D 
Conn.) vice-chairman of the 
Senate subcommittee, said he 
would raise the possibility of 
a Senate investigation of the 
anticommunist group. Other 
members of Congress pressed 
for an investigation. 


FBI Director Herberi Hoo¬ 
ver, in Ihe April I I^w En¬ 
forcement Bulletin, warned 
aeainst “reckless charges*' 
and “vigilante action." He 
said 

The job of curtailing and 
containing communism is one 
for legally constituted author¬ 
ities with the steadfast co¬ 
operation of every loyal citi¬ 
zen. 

Hanger Present 

“This is neither the lime 
for inaction nor vigilante ac¬ 
tion 

“Attributing every adver¬ 
sity to communism is not 
only irrational, hut contri¬ 
butes to hysteria and fosters 
groundless fears 

“There is above all the dan¬ 
ger of irresponsible counter¬ 
action by. citizens who lend 
impetus to - communism 
through attempts to fight this 
insidious menace." 
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1 vV T l ; *! K ; h f' rOPtlMfS 

or£T the John birch Strict# 
pit pi s.** .rmiiiniif* pyt&tVinp 

tfefditfd and autHari'alh'h <tix- 
pafrt cr on the grv?p. On Page 
2 :jr_\u'U frttd the ihird of th*ss 
rrporl$ Jy a &p eci^il UPl rc - 
pCTtinc team.—T ft K EDITOR 


! WASHINGTON, lift rc h 
J31.—flFb — A congressional 
I member of the enn trover- 
J=iaJ John Birch Society de- 
■fended the organization as 
:an anti‘Communist group 
{today hut other congress* 
jmen iasked of an ihyestiga- 
jtion.and the Justice De¬ 
partment expressed "'con- 
cem/ 1 

I Rep, Edgar W- Htestand. it, 
jCb)«. the first eon^rcsrTOEn to 
‘Identify himself k a a member of 
the society, told a jjicss roiucr- 
ence he would welcome a con- 
gresdaimi investigation. He wd 
he felt the society had the be si 
chance of successfully hrhiinc 
+l tfte CcmJtiujiist, conspiracy/' 

Mum *>n Probe 

The J^tsUce Department re¬ 
fused to say whether it Is i fives* 
tignUn? the bem--secret society- 
out a spokesman said a "growing 
number of Inquiries the Justice 
Department has received about 
the John Birch Society has made 
It a matter of concern to the 
attorney gcneraS.' 1 

Httitgnd, however. rejected a 
call by ihf sfvrievs founder, 
Rohm It. %Vrlch Jr. t for the 
Impeachment cif Chief . Justice 
Eail Warren, Hies land plsq said 
the founders efrarp?-^ that for¬ 
mer President Eisenhower was a 
Communist dupe had been mil* 
interpreted, 

Eiestetid said he didn't know 
how many dtepters or members 
the society had, but identified 
Rep, John H RouwJoi. Cal, 
xs one other John Birch number 
he knew of in Congress, He said 
there mtpht be ethers, 

Rousselnl was not. available 
Immediately for comment 
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Claim* Xft S^nrccy 

Gaitf the? j>otfiOvj ^ta4 
noi r. or Fiusc^i cr^niza- 

Li^:;, B^ydss aiU£-C;>mmiird3n P 

I'ft its mms ’vcre to j^ror^a 

"tofs find ifrs gmenopn;," 
Miestand *ssued n statement 
fy;nc He ariH the sncieiv*fc 
.on ruler would 'V*icr„mr a oom^ 
SmAionM i n v e s 1 1 g auun^the 
inone thiirtwgh the boEwr.'' How- 
he said he had not a^ked 
the rfru&e Committee nu \)n~ 
American Activities tn start an 
invTtirigitJori. He addedi 

*"* fH^giee op beveraJ thing* 
ft’itb the rounder—Jife4 es I do 
not Mibi. rihe to every! hhig In 
Lhf K npublio-rh platform or a^rce 
wilh nhal alt It^puhli^ mf* 
ilux I rh^vse In stay het aj^c the 
;society a whole Ls a OS per 
icent dedtaaled wvtl * Communist 
&mup~ 

! to explain the reference 

.Uj ,73 per cent, Hiestand said 

am- e»jch gnoup might have 
'mHttbCrr? uftp +< £Oi^:d off and be- 

[com* cxirmistev' 

^ire Chairman Thomas j. 

■ Dndd, D., Cmjfi.. of the Senate 
In tern aJ Security subcommittee 
:sa:d he would bring up the pos- 
nihility of imesUgftUng the arch’ 

+ coTiservaiJve group at the sub¬ 
committee s nejet meeting, 

Hocrer CriOdnt 'Vigilantes’ 

i FBI Director J, Edgar Hoover, 

In the April Law .Enforcement 
Bulletin* severely criticized u rigi~ 
iante, action" by Americans com¬ 
bating Communism. Ho did not 
mention any specific group. 

He said Communists stand to 
gain from every rift among the 
American people, adding: 



"liuforliHwUelr, this UnrnWea 
certain people across Ihe coun¬ 
try who engapr in rentes* 
gtiW* against one annlher* 

“Thii label of CommuniH l> 
too j 'flan . indiscriminately at- 
iarlvti to those whose view* dif¬ 
fer fr^fn the majority.** 

DO'lcl did not say whether he 
vou!d pres.; to t a full-fledged 
InvcsjigFiLion or the E xh so¬ 
ciety. 

Chairman John I* McClellan, 
D.. Arfe., *aid his Senate Gov¬ 
ernment Operations Committee 
haj no pisuts to investigate the 
society because it has no Juris- 
diction. The commit tee and its 
permanent investigating sub¬ 
committee, also headed by Mc¬ 
Clellan h hav^ bma^d Investigative 
powers but only in matters aj* 
fectin t go ve r nmen t av U v i t ies. 

Demands ^Vetch Be tialled 

Satiate Republican whip 
ThTimas H. KucheJ, CaJ, H pro* 
pret'd yesterday lh?.t Lbe govern- 
tneru operationa committee coil 
Welch and demand that he sub- 
3 13 -'- t: J ' t« ch a r yes o f pro - Com - 
mu n ism he has made agauut 
former President Eisenhower and 
Others or apologize for making 
them 

Dodd s subcommittee fer 


>ts, a Er sw-H? »** 

widespread activltie.:. I; h^bten 

jwsireriiit; ir,qutr: t .^ : l , 

iu.. grX \T-';. r * 
ij " d l [^T'^ 

SSS5 flj - (trrnit<1 Welch'sac- 

t u&s tions outrageous 

if, 4 ' '*J; R, Young, Ft n 

|D, orhn fet dSscusset! Lh^ society 
! a Sperch March R ^foj^ 

! W^ an i K -'- H( - 5aid 

Inu «r .1; flubje - lrf1 to * bar- 

!“afl ™f Ctterfi acfu * i "* lum of 

ijffi o/ tbin^t ■ But J ie 

rSflJtJ he was confident that mam- 
unaware ol WcJeh's 
act us* Uons aeainst Mr Hsfi- 
(hdwer and other prominent per- 


Congrejjionol Probs 
! Ur 9««l by Wright 

[«;«. Re P- Jim Wrtphi, a 

toriat candidate. Jet tt be known 

iBirch w.-* 0 h ? n \ thp ' ,ot m 
' ^‘‘Ky under tlie "learch- 

■ V*t Scr ”^ wy °f fl con predion- 
aJ tnvestigation, 

leM ft T P v E ' lln ? ln Hou ^n ves- 
I-hJ* ' he * Hid he w °ulri call 
:J uch an Investigation to disclose 


InfauTS"? UW c fP Rn;zaLi cn em. 
fiS22u to . tr} ’ and mfluence am 
fflSSj *"* lnto submissior 

«ep. Wright. Who cnili himsei 
a political moderate was speak 
i"« »r the socle,.. When l5rt 

l“. _ t TitilI a !/ rU:h ^ wrem> ther 
i“ a ''^eyroup - w brainwash*, 

i!j‘'onesided propa 

til6y h * VC C °'™ U 
slew their own government at 
their isrestofit enemy,** \ 



























March 31, 1061 


Gull Building 
Houston, Texas 


Your letter of March 23, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted your communication is appreciated 


, Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and does not 
make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. Further, 
information in FBI files must be maintained as confidential through 
a regulation of the Department of Justice. I regret that 1 am unable 
to answer your inquiry, and hope you will not infer in this connection 
either that we do or do not have the specific data you requested. 

In light of the foregoing, I can assure you that 1 have made no 
statements endorsing the group about which you inyiirod. ; 


Sincerely yours, 

So Jndcttot* Hbcv?-V' 


1 >• Houston V* Enclosure 


SEARSili^ 
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Mir§ IRdjgfiiFg A§k§ WSnalt Codies 
CDff ffinircSn Smelly Haiv® Dome 


T am a member of the John Birch Society 
and would like to make a few comments on 
the criticism of this organization. 

If the John Birch Society does noth¬ 
ing but arouse Americans to action against 
Communism, 1 feel our society has been ef¬ 
fective. I would like to see some letters from 
some of our critics listing just what they 
have personally done in the last 30 days to 
combat Communism. If our way is the wrong 
way, let’s see some proof of the other ways 
and action taken immediately. 

One way a newspaper could get the bah 
rolling is print a series on the front page of 
Comm uniat ideology, We can defeat Commu¬ 
nist ideology and at the same time buHd up 
our own country by the combined process of 
exposure and education. How about starling 
the ball rolling? 

We must understand and recognize the en¬ 
emy we face, his nature, objectives, tactics, 
strategy, who he Is, and how he works In 
our everyday life. 

As a member of the John Birch Society. I 
challenge our critics to show us that Commu¬ 
nism can be fought successfully another way 
and get results. 

MRS WM. P, ROGERS 

5715 Warm Springs 

1> Last Friday, the day you wrote your let¬ 
ter, Mrs Rogers, J. Edgar Hoover explained 
how the citizen can best tight Communism, 
In the April 1 issue of the Law Enforcement 
Bulletin, the FBI director wrote ■ * f The jab of 
curtailing and containing Communism is one 
lor legally constituted authorities with the 
steadfast co-operation of every loyal citizen. 
This la neither the time for inaction nor vigi¬ 
lante action," If a citizen has evidence of 
subversion the FBI is at his service. The 
phone number and address are in the Tele¬ 
phone Directory under United States Govern¬ 
ment Offices, «> The Post is on the ball. Mrs 
Rogers. In 1950, when FBI Director Hoover 
wrote his "Masters of Deceit," Jim Mathis of 
The Post sat down with him and distilled his 
Ideas into a series, "The Communis! Scourge. 1 ’ 
Jt appeared on Page 1 of The Post in April,- 
195S, In 1959, The Post reprinted Harry and 
Bonaro Overstreets "What We Must Know 
About Communism/* ft appeared on Page 1 
and the Editorial Page in March. April and 
May Of 1959—Editor. 
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sided reports from their so called "objective” 
newspapers. I think it is high time for ev^ryi 
one to become alarmed. Has the society tx^h 
hitting too close to home in their acou^Hfipij 
MRS D. J, FATOfiflfc 
5850 Flamingo " J ^ 


Arthur C. Evans Sr 
Quotes Huey P. Long 

America's mvM able practitioner of the 
John Birch Society once slated that when 
Fascism came u> the U t S U would come in 
the guise ol patriotism, ft *s certain that, 
more than any man of our time, he krfew that 
to be true. The man wait Huey P. Long. Surely 
patriotism i& devoutly to be desired in all 
citizens. But, also. Jet ua mnember that it 
is truly , the last refuge of scoundrels. 1 ' 
Members of the John Birch Society seem not 
to know that statements attributed to then^ 
in the press and other media could not hrtre 
been made with impunity were it not foK&e 
existence of the Very court'thev would destroy. 

ARTHUR C. EVANS' SR 

2617 Milwaukee 


Slight or Wrong, •• 

Says Conrad Hofer ' * .. 

. .1 believe it s past time the people 
started doing something, and the John Birch 
Society is doing something nghbor wrong.^un- 
til someone has the backbone to come up 
with something better* 

CONRAD HOFER 
6205 Tonagcr ■ J " ± . 


Kevoltiog, 

Says Harold Andrew 

It seems in me that the Communist bosses 
are calling oui their big guns to meet the chab 
lenge of the John Birch Society, by bringing 
an editorial to the front page such as the 
revolting article in your pa i Kir today (March 
23). I suggest that yon print some anti-Onn- 
rnunism articles on the front page instead ol 
attacking one of the few groups that are ap¬ 
parently making some progress in this fight 
to the death for freedom. I am not a mem¬ 
ber of the John Birch Socip^ but am* Joining 
as soon as l can t . * 

HAROLD ANDREW 

Onalaska 


Give Welch a Chance, 

Says Everett Lindstrom 

I am glad that we still hdve Vftredhm of 
the press and can print such articles asMhe 
one about the John Birch Society,*Howevjf p 
I would like to see Ruben Welch- cat a tiei- 
ter chance to defend himself, since Wednes¬ 
day’s article was slanted against him. 

I would like to see The Houston Post become 
more conservative and pa tr to tie. 

EVERETT LINDSTROM 
528 Sheldon Road* Channel view 


The Post has given a clear explanation of Mr 
Welch's view-s, Mr Lindstrom.—Editor. 

Mrs Patrick Is 
Beginning to Suspect 

Although I am not a member of the John 
Birch Society nor dq I Hgrec with all ol lhen 
views* I do know enough about the society 
to know fhaL your recent articles regarding 
this organization are definitely biased and tin* 
fair and am beginning to suspect some truth 
in I heir statement that the mass media of 
communications is proCommumst, Mr Welch 
may be somewhat of an alarmist* but when 
Ihe American people are exposed to such one- 




SSR14U2E0. 


“Attributing every adversity to com¬ 
munism is not only irrational but con¬ 
tributes to hysteria and fosters ground¬ 
less fears. There is, above all, the 
danger of irresponsible counter-action 
by citizens who lend impetus to com¬ 
munism through attempts to fight this 
insidious menace.' 1 

What Mr. Hoover is saying, if we 
read him rightly, is this: 

1. We should have confidence in our 
governmental leadership. 

2, We have many strengths in our 
democratic system that negate the 
strengths of communism. 

Among the organizations which come 
under the disfavor of the John Birch 
society is the American Civil Liberties 
Union. Last week the California chair¬ 
man of the A.C.L.U. wrote to Gov 
Edmund G. Brown of California: 

"The right of all citizens to hold and 
to advocate their political views, re¬ 
gardless of how extreme and distorted 
these views may be, is inviolate. Only 
a showing that the advocacy of such 
views constitutes ‘a clear and present 
danger' that unlawful acts will be com¬ 
mitted would justify a restraint upon 1 
speech or assembly of the John Birch 
society. Even the alleged secret char¬ 
acter of the society does not constitute 
grounds for investigation. As long as 
its assembly is peaceable, any minority 
has the right to conduct its business in 
private fashion." 

This seems to The Chronicle clearly 
in accord with the United States Con¬ 
stitution, with the principle of free 
speech, assembly, and petition. With¬ 
out holding brief for the A.C.L.U., 
it would be our wish that the John 
Birch society approach those who dis¬ 
agree with its views with the same 
judicious tolerance for their freedom 
of expression as the American Civil 
Liberties Union has extended to the 
John Birch society. 
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Pete E. Turner of M Wlflnd 
spoke before the Tesas ^ c E'° n 
ncpanmeni's commute on 

counter - subversive acltnUw* 

Xh' 1 commitioe will rerommeurt 
to the Texan Legion* executive 

committee here Sunday an offtr 

cifll position on tho Birch bo 
oeiv A final decision will come 
from the executive cammitJec. 

MEETING IN a local hoteh 
The Legionnaires filsn discussed 
the controversial House um 
American Activities 
film "Operation Abolition The 
film concerns the student dem- 
omiraikms during the commit¬ 
tee s 1%0 hwrings m San tran ' 
cisco, OtUL 

‘■I am not asking that the 

American Legion tnake a 

blanket endorsement of JO Jr 

Birch Society," ^cr ssW_ He 

adilcd he hopes the committee 

will point out "the attacks on 

the .John Birch Society is « 
part of a conspiracy that began 

in Moscow." __ 

Robert Welch. *he '°r™r 
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'•ft shall be *he purpose of, 
Lhis committee not to call any* 
a Communist / 1 Neel said.; 
The John Birch Society now, 
daiins hundreds of members io 
Dallas, Houston, West Texas and 

Texas Panhandle h has had 

\\s artiest growth un Texas in 
thrV'- >oar 

In hi? speech in McCnmoy, 
Tumor stiid: . 

'■AVe do know that the John 
Birch Society is hurling the 
Communist cause We do know 
that many tefitohnaEn^ belong 
to this organization ami are do* 
ing effective work against Com* 
.mtmiam, Tba occasion, there* 
tore, la to determine i£ the so¬ 
ciety hum the cauae of Amer* 
caniam/' 

# PRINCETON, NJ — ^ 

Sen Jacob K, JavltB, fW*Y, de¬ 
manded Saturday that Congress 
investigate the John Birch So¬ 
ciety, 

*‘Congress must show con¬ 
sistency in its congressional in* 



Roundup of Comments' 
On John Birch Society | 


abomination and lhe self-a p* 

tViinteil iridilanthn mkr. k II.. 


TTie attorney general of the each hrirl some supporters ir 
Ignited Stales, two candidnics. ancieiy, 
for fh«- United S f :U*& Senaicl _KACH SAID HE was con 
from Texas, persons already ir* vincprf of she patriotism of For- 
Congress, churchmen, an ; \mer- Fner President Dwight D, Eisen- t 
ican legion official and offi-l hfJw ^ r » whose patriotism hasj 
ciala of lhe soeieiy itself ex*.been questioned by some mem-] 
pressed opinions last work oni ^ rs * n d the leader of 
tie John Hiroh Society. ; Birch Society. 

"Ridicukius, 4 * said Ally Gen EJakley said he believes some 
Robert F. Kennedy of the yr> 


|glon a «tate~wtde oounter'Siib- 
! vers Ives activity committee, j 
which was meeting to make &. 

| report on the Birch Society, thatj 
the society’s design and purpose] 
are good. i 

, tast month he said, if I shall. 
™ ask the committee to congram*! 
tate the John Birch Society for; 
. - . , ---r—^,ita effective work in fighting 

members of the society have Communism ” * 

ere^ whose memi.^ say rhcir high ideals and are sincerely C lattice Man Ion, former dear 
purple is M fight Communism. I ricrt| caied to fighting Comma- 0 j the Notre Dame University 
‘1 1WINK THAT THE\ nmke; 5 '^^ law school and now a radio 

no contribution, m my estima Touer said he did not know broadcaster and a member of 
tion r to the fight against Com■ ™ou e h about the Birch Society the Birch Society^ national 
murnsm here in the United; to denounce or defend iL council, said an attack had been 
Stares, and m foct 1 think ifj 'TVE HEARD both sides of started on the society by a 
anything, thar they nv* a hmd-jthe story," he aetd. Tve been California Communist newsp* 
ranee, the attorney genera! too busy with my campaign and per, the Peopled World, on 
t 'haven't had the opportunity to Feb 25* 

Sen wilham A d Biakley, a'study the question .'* 

Democrat campaigning for elec-f At Princeton University, Sen 
J*on to the Semite seal to which; Jacob Javits. ft-NY. said: 
he was appointed, and John| H, Thc John Birch Society has 
Tower, a Republican who got now come along to remind us 
p 1 runo ^ wi*n Blakfey for,a^ain that the principles of a 
the Senate posultan last werkJfvee society can be eroded from 
were not read\ to make pn&'ijve ihe extreme right as weii as the' 
statements For or against (he'extreme left M 
Birch Society, f Said Sen 

Each said he had never hren D-Ghio, an 
a member of the society, though society ; H 'l 
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J "THEN TIME MAGAZINE 
came out in almost the tame 
; words a* the P^ple'* World/' 
said Mamon, and the no-called 
liberal columnists began to pour, 
it on ' 

A resoluticm passed at a Hous¬ 
ton meeting or the Texas Synod 
of the Ev angelica! and Re¬ 
formed Church condemned the 
Birch Society, saying such 
group 5 + m the name of saving 
democracy are aiding in its de¬ 
struction by sowing seeds ot 
mutual distrust and fear in com¬ 
munities, and bearing false wit¬ 
ness against God." 

Dr James S. Riley, pastor of 
the Second Baptist Church, 
wrote of the society In his 
church paper: '“There is some¬ 
thing frightening mnd disturbing 
about thia and any and all move¬ 
ments which are primarily neg¬ 
ative and are built on b uspjeton. 
distrust of one's neighbors, and 
genuine doubts concerning our 
nation and the great majority of 
her people." 

THEBE WAS DEFENSE of 

the (society by G. B. Rowland, 
a Houston Birch chapter leader, 
in a speech to the Salesmanship 
Club. 

Some had said the Birch So¬ 
ciety member* see Communists 
tmder every bed, 

"The John Birch Society does 
not see CommunisU tinder ev¬ 
ery bed because American cow- t 
arda have taken up all the 
room/’ said Rowland. 


LEO ION COMMITTEE MEETS — Members of a committee of the American 
Legion met in Austin to work out a report on the John Birch Sodety art <5 the 
controversial film "‘Operation Abolition," Chatting before the closed session are, 
left to right, Bill Ned of Lubbock, head of the Legion's state-wide counter-sub* 
ver&ive activities committee; William G* Mani, Guero; Pete E Turner, Midland, 
Legion state commander; and Waller J, White of Houston,—AP Wirephoto 



elch Will Speak Here 

K 

nder SAR’s Auspices 


[ Robert Welch 1 ,ythe founder of speak, just as others have aj 
■the John Birch‘Society, has oc-! right to speak against him/' 1 
cepted an invitation to apeak Tritico said. “We'd like to hear 
>in the Music HaU herethe night what he has to say/ 1 
oi April 18/ . However, Akard S, Beall, a 1 

I The • retired candy manatee- Houston cfvordinaior of the so-1 
turer wired hds acceptance Frl- oiety, said' Welch's office in! 
day to "Frank Tritico, secretary Belmont, Mass, told him* by! 
of the Paul Carrington Chapter telephone Friday that Welch's* 
' ;of the Sons of the American talk would not be a defense of; 
Revolution, y the John Birch Society, 

,+ TH£8 WILL BE a public In the acceptance * wire; an 
meeting,“ Tritico said. "Every-aide said Welch would talk on- 
body will'be welcome until the "Through All the Bays To Be/ 
Music Hall is filled. Beall said Welch's office hatil 

Tritico thus laid to rest re- no details on his visit her4 i: 
vports of a rift between his group except that there would be ^o h ' 

: and the John Birch Society over press c onference, _ ■ ^ 

who would be admitted to the ■ 

3,000rseat Music Hall 1 * ' h * 

He had heeri< quoted earliert* 
as saying there woiild' be no 

room for John Birch members,' . THE HQtTSTf 

Tritico, acting for the execu-> / a m 

( i r live committee of his brgani-| , 4“8“61 

jTation, had wired an invitation) HoufifAn m 

<4 Welch Thursday night to' ruuoluu, - 

fi>eak here. He said the coni RE: THE . 

jJiittee approved. the iovltstiol . Tmrnl 

ijnanimdusly after learning that ' iPlfUJ 

‘Welch planned to visit Houstore ( HO-F' 

JlTHISatANlB4B a ^ight ti. _V"*' 
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ireh Member Rowland Charge 
iftericans Soft, Defends Group 


A Houston chapter leader said)man who had sold his country: 
Friday that'* r the John. Birch! So-1 cluh membership and his boat 

a ranch and 


them has ever been a Com mu- 
I hist;**- Howland replied, “Trai¬ 
tors? Not at all/' 

He added, though^ that some 
traitors had been found in gov¬ 
ernment, He named Alger Hiss 
as one, 

Howland, 


I ciety: does hot see- Communists and was selling 
under every-bed because - Amerv other property*. 
lean cowards have already taken '/His object: To L 
all the room/' fight Communistf 

| G..B. Rowland! owner of the .Zindler said 

Monarch Laundry and-Cleaning hired private . 

1 Oo r niade the remark after fin- guard!him against his enemies, 

\ ishing a talk to the Salesman- adding that he unde rstood r Row- 
j ship Club ^in the Rice Hotel land alwaya carried a' shotgun 
* IN HIS TALK, Howland in his car. 
t asked: ; HOWLAND LATER said he 

| “Why can't we act like Amer- does not carry a shotgun, but 
I leans for just a little while and he does keep a M caliber pistol 
! save our confounded necks V* in his car. He said he has a 
] Rowland, who said he heads! right to carry the gun because 
I a chapter of 15 members., he is an auxiliary deputy sheriff, 
charged that the American peo^ Asked if his enemies were 
| pie have gone soft and lazy. Communists, he said no* 

He said they jieed a shock treat- "Just a lunatic fringe," he 1 
ment to unite them in fighting said, “I don’t know why they 
Communism, j - - are -after- -me, but it probably 

The John Birch Society has has nothing to do with the John 
been • accused of endangering Bvrch Society/' 
democracy by using the Com- In a Question period after his 
Imuniets' own tactics in-its work, talk. Rowland was asked If he 
'TWEEN ARE Americans go-agreed with writings by Robert 
ling to quit trying.to 'destroy Welch, the society founder, that 


who tape-recorded ’ - 

the session, disputed charges 
that the society was secret or ' 

a hate group. 

He said the society has found 
that many Negroes and Jews ! 

want to join, 

, "WE ARE SO SECRET that 
■ we want you to know every-; 
thing we know/' he told the 
group. “We are so secret and 
so selective that we invite .all of.' 

'you to join up / 1 T 

Rowland was asked about a;"- 
statement by Atty Gen Robert 
Kennedy that be was haying thej 
FBI check on the society, ?. 

“I had a member of 
chapter do that (run a check) 
on the society and also on me/'r 
Rowland replied. “Then I t<fid 
him, 'Son, it takes two to tando, 
so Tm going to have ypu. 

1 checked/ | \ + - - ’ 

"I haven't se en him aince/' 
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^Americans who are trying to Former Presidents Eisenhower, 1 
'help America?'' Rowland asked. Truman and ; Roosevelt were 
Marvin 2ird)er,' a club mem- Communists or traitors, 
feer; > introduced Rowland, as a '-I AM CERTAIN-that none of 
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fe e9®2ps<e)'-aB ■ «ai* 

'F .- n 

T\mnzx Vto KUad 

too putticfr' fated fii ea&dzznntn# 

t&d M f* Birch Society. 

ActMjs? f tmz a* bia^ 
prtg to diHB 6 ter In America. 

Birch grajpi, to a number 
of oonnmmJttea. already baa car- 
fg&d.ttrt nrfteita. Ittmembcra 
b^V« tsSfoated a few tooal PTA’*> 
dvle chits, chord) boards of dea¬ 
con* or vnatrins, and other cam- 
murtfly otgaateataii 


FBI - HOUS'D 


J.JERE; :*nd there across the 
1 couniry* Rotary, Kiwanis and 
Lions Chib* have teen astound- 
eel by some articulate, eggT*sS:vc 
prisons v'fcn took over the micro 
phone ? ! the conclusion of myel¬ 
in l-s nnd I rm itched mb* a mnc~ 
whsi: wild, i-xTrcmp dcnunriaLinu 
of ioc il ^ idi.r! 05 Cimniimists 
or ffilkw Travelers, 

FT A groups hnvr lwn Uirpwn 
i tn o disorder an*I contusion by 
slnuJnr tames, Vestries and olh- 
cr church governing groups wom¬ 
an’s guilds and chapters, have 
htsnm to be surprised by persons 
engaged in character assassination 
of the minister or church leaders. 

This fa according to the socie¬ 
ty'c <tcret pViti. which is To make 
Arrcnv.w tear one another and 
afnid to tatk. 

Posits*ids hive begun In ap- 
pmr in tin mail damning Seino 
cracy and praising lasrism, 

’J'HIS group though nr>i num¬ 
erically large* seeks to g’ve 
the impression ot many by mak¬ 
ing a lot of noise. Like all Fascist 
or Semi-Fascist croups, they serk 
to impose the silence of fear 
and doubt. 

They are trained in the art of 
flood me a person or or^ani ration 
with mail nr telephone calls. 

The la?e Hue'/ t.oiv: once said 
that fascism ivoud come To Ibis 
count rv, hut it would appear m 
another guise. It wmJ : come 
wrapped in the Flag c‘;u::;*‘;£ to 
be a savior of democracy* 

The attorney general of Cali¬ 
fornia* who is conducting an in- 


vrstiCMtiou ol the tana lie groups 
of fJic right. who. cl cmirce, are 
as dimccrNttf communism; 

tave six t 1 sts unich will enabje 
Amcrirar* m dcierminc whether 
wn organization advocates ex¬ 
tremist doctrine. 

J {*OES "be ■: a**jck 

rhur* hr^ i v-hv.3*. with 
blnnkn arcv^^Tfn^'* 

2, Dopf it atiHfuk other iradi- 
1ion.il American institutions with 
wild, unsupj toned ctairges? 

T Vhv< It Jutet evoro>oe with 
vi Iv'iri it dtwigrees politically as 
un ^ A me id ran or sub wifi v f c? 

4. Docs it by to rrvmlr mod¬ 
em Msiiviy hv Mamina Amen 
can statesmen fci usr'* h iwi 
ffUtnism, depression and other 
world ills? 

o. rx>i s. ii resort, to crude 

pressure taciJcj such j*s ^Tir*iv 
y i * pho rn* ca l b soil } c * I r *- y ■ ri i - 
inc;'' 

tb He ite ^p* Ac'-mrn of t h *» 
Kt ’Hip ahfe^r more iri'T^rri tn 
tIk si,v of rh*/n money uflJinc- 
lion5 ib+m ui >l ^ pmciH^s tk r v 
purport to espouse? 

^Pi'?.V these jw\ tests," he 

wirk 1 nml you wi.f at'oid en- 
fftrdmg memberships wi i 1> surh 
pivmp^ the Amen ran Nazi 
Parly, the Com-iuimsts. die Ku 
Klu\ KT;jit d tJm John Ririrh Srvie- 
t>. ihc Cinema L’du rat ion Guild, 
the and others of that 

Kpe / 1 

Letters to The 
Editor 

Dem'Kirarv fiftsf gafopiiarrl 

Editor Knterprise: 

In ibe Jotm Bii*h Society's dit* 
igent effort in imp.^ch Earl War¬ 
ren l believe its leader* are 
rvrurally aware of ihe fact th^l 
the fkipreme Court hr tipholding 
fhp civil hb('riM?5 ol members of 


rmVttti miooHtv group*; nna 
some -,ihrt have 1 taken" the Fifth 

Aron trimrtit UTi'hd iu*?l as surety 
SHfrEUrtTfl Th^ nchls rf : n M and 

me shiiubf such hr r+ecoM*iry. 

*lv,- vrrv gimirtiitef, «f pcmrse, 
4 ma! Ihreat tn govern¬ 
ment \iy u power elite, 

Ny purpose in writing is 
mere ly to add my protest against 
Hjtaliinrianism in aq.v form to 
liUit of others, believing that a 
truly democratic form ol govern¬ 
ment, in offering ihe most bene¬ 
fits lo the gre;itf'pi number of 
cnizcns while ^fr^tarrfmg t h e 
rights “f each individu+iL esn be 
the roast cffcriive d p l r rr p n t 
Hu : <|nsf comrounriro or nriy ntln r 

H iSlpT'i 

MUF. CHAltLES R STEELE, 
Tilley, 
Orange, Tex 




GWE WILBCAN 

Prtsa Staff Writer 

aiwiH 1 candidates'In-Texas’ special U. S. Senate runoff 
lection today flatly declared that thev weiv not and 
had never been members of the ultra-conservative 
mid controversial John Birch Society 

Lhf> hopefuls—interim Sen. William Biak- 
M of Dallas and Republican John G. Tower of Wichita 
frails, said they received support from John Birch ele¬ 
ments in Tuesday’s elimination ejection, where they 
lopped a field of 71 candidates. 

In exclusive interviews from 
PiPir respective homes with The 
Press, the runoff candidates 
readily said they were not mem¬ 
bra but approached discussion 
n * the controversial society with 
caution. 

_ THE HOUSTC 

Identic*! Quntloits . _ ^ . 

. 4-0-61 

Tn answer to identical 

hons posed by The Press, here! Houston, 1 

15 mother m whteh each RE; THE J 

Ql the camiSdatfs discussed the ' rtavrin 

John Birch Society: lnrUP 

Q’ Are you 3 mrrnhrr of the (HOf 1 

lahn Birch Society? UniTCTAW HI 


BT-AKLEY; ■ Ny. £JQ. J mil 

iitU " 

TOWER: I'm not * mem* 

b ft r 41 
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Q. Have you ever hffn a mem¬ 
ber of the John Birch Society? 

BL-AKJ FTV: ‘‘No I have not-’ 1, 

"I OWEK : "h*o fto p | have never 
beon b member/* 

Q- Ub*t are your feelings 
about the John Birch Society* | 

BLAKLEY; *1 do not know too' 
much ^bout this oj BaninaUon, | 


'Fi ^’v what I on I think; 

f flrp I'.'r “h :* siaodv :itc' 
;■ . ^ -:ijf*n n w -" h ;s n based 

— iim, .x -iir !sgiii ^tuim Com- 

;us;.. .c £0CtV 

M A -hi, Ct iiiC people rsr:li'ccfcd 
v,jth ! :u* nrcanl?3 + .ori 3>e 
pcopjr 

But 111 fire :miv be so«r*e ob- 
SC£[\on To t.'ve Tinner in which 
they jo about eeitfog things 
done. 

TOW ER: "! have lomcd no 
conducive opinion ^ vet about 
he John Birch Society, because 
have born too involved in my 
vsv eieciion campainn^ > » delve 
:« a group's background, 

■I imnwr no roe c>f ihs John 
' 4 <‘li Shirty member* are mip- 
f: + ier. ? of in'he jmtt uvsk^d to 
■rd ;vv eiee^.n, 1 k.ww there 
- n:*ny ^ne jwopi* m ihe ur- 

i would i'Ve ’f ii-serve 
o! the r-p.ft»-:*-:y im- 
I Icl vy more ahhiU .- 
*vr ;ir’:i \m* 

the orgarUiaLotrt &ctivitiej and 
methods. 

* i * 

'Society Took No . 
Stand,’ Says Leader 

A kir& Beal!, roiunteer co-Or* 
dinetor lor The John Birch So- 
e:ety in the Houston area toid 
The Prv/A prior to Tuesday f 
.special section: 

'The fioelHy b and has tafceo 
no stand — as a g rou p — In the 
election* Hcwsw, many of our 
members are endonbif ope can¬ 
didate or another. 

Both ntr.off candidates axe 
rouse rvntives /' 




- . 3 ,y^-Av 

‘iniVi:. «--■ .- :*’ * 




Houston Member \ 
Of Birch Society Says 
Public ‘Misinformed’ 


Bt iOHM TACKETT 
Pres* fltair Writer 

Another Houston rremlH'r oil be himself did not ’■name" Mr. 
the cantfovend&l John Birch Eisenhower. 

Sodrty, and a sympathizer with "a* a matter rt Isct, 1 voted 
lha uttm-con£erv*.Uve group, to^for him,' 1 he added, 
da? flpc&a out vtiftt the> | Mr* Noma and Mr. Chufl- 

calied "mlatnfornmUo:; * carried le^h eaiu they believed *ame 
in nerwsp&pm about the organl- (or? united center of opposition 
nation. -:■* Jie society was making itself' 

J C. Norris. a 37-yem>oh!. r *'* through newspapers end 
engineer who--- at ftftZO] msLgaiJnes. 

Cedar dale, and J. P Cfcudlelg'n Th« said the baste Injustice 
also on engineer 33. of 382* dDri * tJl * organization Is due w' 
Albert on, said the society fc a bali-Cuth presentation o! its; 
neither secret nor 6 ubverslve. Mr (tnd motives, Said Mr. i 

Norris said: Norris: 

.*ra j-* t t "There Is nothin? secret about 1 

"The pim>ri purpos® of Jolm (li „„ 

BircA 40 I* k ^ lUls information*’* 

^hm-nliterature to which he re- 
c ^S^!^L P ^ JnhTY rerred h ^ Boo*. monthly 

tkr»i5t™ bulletins issued from Mr. Welch, 

^ U ^w£f* the ^ 11 m#gaainc ' AmCrti:ia 

«** o* the United Statet.’ ^ T ^ big problem u the 
Mr* NOrrls said he Joined the people don’t know what's gping 
organization In January after o:C he said. 
atiendUng two chapter tneelmgs. I Cites Education Program 
talking with members and read- - An example Mr. Norris gave 
in* the '31 ue Book." the society s« of this be her Is a recent pro- 
"Bible." ■ Iposai by the Sute Education 

He said !i is not nrcessarily|Departinen't io begin a guidance 
true that all members agree with {and counseling pro:;! am. 
on in km* made public by tht[ He said this would be a pro- 
organizations founder, Robert gram which would go into :he 
Welch family h’story of every grade 

, tn , y* school mdent. eompievi'indivld- 

Regarding Ike Charge ual 

Ho said Mr. Welch made the 'Most of the people don't 1 


j. r. ciitmEiGH j. r, norris 

Charge mlslurortostian on John lurch. 
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John Birch Society Rejects Basic 
Values of American Philosophy 


The John Birch Society,*which has become 
t fticug of national contra verity, stands in¬ 
dicted not by U& objectives, which are widely 
shared, but by the expressed philosophy ot Hs 
founder and Leader, to which members must 
adhere at least UcRly, and by the metlwds 
used In the pursuit of its objectives- 

What is disturbing at bout the organization is 
not that Jt exists, which it has every right to 
do. Extremist, and even subversive, organi¬ 
zations have arisen, flourished for a time and 
then died throughout the nation's history, and 
this one undoubtedly will have successors in 
the future. The good sense of the American 
people invariably has prevailed and consigned 
them to the oblivion they deserve. 

What is most disturbing is that, at a time 
when freedom faces its greatest challenge, a 
substantial number of people, including some 
who should be among the most enlightened 
and best informed, should be willing to repu^ 
diate the basic principles and values which 
support the American philosophy. It is not 
that the John Birch Society J is a dangerous 
group but that it is-a potentially dangerous one 
because it rejects freedom and, either unwit* 
tsngly or by design; serves the interests ot an 
Ideology which would destroy the very things 
that they really want to protect and preserve. 

MANY OP THOSE who support the society 
ere confused. Whether because ct fear, frus¬ 
tration, emotional Insecurity, lack of knowl¬ 
edge, unwillingness to think or deception ia 
unimportant This confusion is manifested m 
their indiscrim male use of such terms as ''de¬ 
mocracy;* ‘ republicanism;* '’Socialism" and 
•'Communism;’ apparently without any clear 
conception of what those terms mean in to¬ 
day’s context. Socialism Is equaled with Com¬ 
munism, but it would appear that to many 
^Socialism" is anything that government does* 
By logical extension, It could include all civili¬ 
zation, and the only ideal situation would be 
one in which each person Uvea alone on an 
Island apart from all others. 

Democracy, which by definition means self- 
government by the people, end without which 
there can be no taxiiy representative govern¬ 
ment, is rejected in favor of authoritarianism, 
It matters little whether Authoritarianism is of 
the left or the right ’ Both are hostile to and 
destructive of freedom. Basically, the reason 
that theoretical Co/rumibUrn is rejected by the 
American people Is .that it cannot tolerate or 
permit individual freedom. It is this value, 
rooted in our Hebraio*Chri£tian tradition, that 
Is the basis of Western European and American 
civilization and differentiates it from ah others. 
To be meaningful and to survive, freedom must 
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be shared by all, restrained only by the rig I its 
of others. 

INDIVIDUAL freedom carmot e\iat without 
the right of dissent, and it is a right which 
must Le extended to alb It follow* that mem¬ 
bers of die John Birch Society have & right to 
disapprove of and to oppose, by lawful means 
and use of the democratic procedures that have 
been provided for the people to exercise con¬ 
trol over their government, anything they wish 
to oppose or get changed. They have the same 
rights as other citizens in a free society to 
assemble, to organize, to petition and to exer¬ 
cise free speech. They have the right to advo¬ 
cate and to work for anything they wish. They 
have a right to demand the impeachment or 
removal from office of any public official they 
believe has acted illegally or unconstitutionally 
in the performance of his duties. 

But, as members of a free society, they also 
have an obligation to act with responsibility, 
wirli prudence and with full respect for the 
rights and views of others. The rules of a free 
society demand that they support their po¬ 
sitions and their activities with facts rather 
than suspicion, unsupported belief or blind 
emotionalism. 

There is no place in a tree society tor smear 
techniques, reckless and Irresponsible accusa- 
t i o n s, misrepresentation or concealment 
through secret infiltration or use of misleading 
"fronts/* These are, in fact, intolerable, be¬ 
cause they are destructive of freedom* 

THE SUCCESS which the John Birch Society 
has had in attracting followers Is a manifes¬ 
tation of a deeper id that has profound impli¬ 
cations of a most serious nature* That Is a 
deep distrust and lack of confidence in free 
government and in democratic processes. 
Whether this is the product of prolonged indoc¬ 
trination, instinctive reaction 10 governmental 
controls or oversimplified political sloganeering 
can be a subject tor speculation. But the so¬ 
ciety and other organization* like it, far from 
curing the ailment, aggravate, promote and 
foster It, 

Most of the rank and file members of the 
John Birch Society undoubtedly are good peo¬ 
ple who believe the things the organizer of the 
society has told them and who have been dis¬ 
turbed thereby. But when a substantial num¬ 
ber of people become badly frightened, frus¬ 
trated and disturbed, there are always those 
who are quick to sense the possibilities for ex¬ 
ploitation and to make the moat of it. 

They will use the fears of these people as a 
foundation on which to build power for them¬ 
selves. and their offerings will be tendered In 
wrapping designed to mislead, confuse and 
entrap, J 
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SAR Invites John Birch 
Founder To Speak Here 


Robert Welch of 
Mass* the founder of the John 
Bitch Society, has been invited 
to-speak at the Music Hail in 
Hqustor the night of April IS by 
tli£ Paul Camngton Chapter of 
th# Sons of the American Revo* I 
lu$on. 

■filler it was announced that 
Welch had been invited s Akard 
B^all, a volunteer coordinator 
for the John Birch Society in 
Hfeu&ton. said he felt sure that 
W^lcb would accept the invtta- 
tiii), 

frelch was invited Thursday 
fn^a leicfr&ni sent by Frank 35.1 
Tattico* acting secretary of the; 
Pljpl Carrington Chapter* and, 
authorized by the executive com- 
rrffttee of the local patriotic or*; 
ganizalioa 

'pTE INVITATION to Welch 
does not constitute an endorse- 
m|Dt by the local chapter of thei 
S^is of the American Revolts 
ticffi, and the offer is being made 
liTg the in teres ta of the ( general 
pShiic, Tritico said. j ' / 

^he message sent to Welch 

> 

£Th# executive committee of 
tl£i Paul C&rrtngton Chapter 
Number 5, Texas Society, Sons 
ofithe American Revolution, has 
r^erved the Houston Music Hall 
foj Tuesday ev^iing, April JB* 

^'We believe In freedom pi 
speech and freedom of assera- 
b*. 

fVPE BELIEVE that you have 
not had ait opportunity to pres 
sent your side of the current 
controversy concerning the John 
Birch Society, 

"We arc hereby extending an 
tmritattan to you to appear here 
tbst. evening/ThU invitation is 


in the public interest, and, with 
the understanding that the John 
Birch Society will take MVv of 
jail further arrangements:* 
j Beall was asked if he thought 
Welch would appear here*' 

, "I am not able, to spe«k ft*' 

Mr Welch about iris schedule/' 
said Beall, -- < 

"But I'd certainly like to me 
him appear here. 

"ATOTM sure that he wiJL" 

Beall «aid k Welch Vi bite d 
Houston -a little more than a 
year ago* to January, 1S6D-. 

Tlie^Mn Birch. Society Is s 
semi-iscrtjt organizatiort which 
i members say was formed about 
two years ago J>y Welch for the 
'purpose of .ffghting Commu¬ 
nism. 

IT HAS come into public con¬ 
troversy within the last few, 

weeks, partly because of state*- ^^P^sentabves, and other con- 
menu made by Congressional gresamen have said the society 
leaders, ought to be investigated. On 

- S. Rep J. T, Rutherford the other hand* at least two 
of Odessa denounced the society members of Congress have said 
on the floor of the House of th«v ftrc members of the John 
Robert Welsh of Belmont, Bt^h movement. ^ 
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IN WASHINGTON 


( i Humphrey Attacks Goldwater's 
* Stand on John Birch Society 


Washington <UFi) — S*n + 
Hubert H. Humphrey (D., 
Minn.) took sharp issue 
Thursday with a G O P. lead¬ 
er^ claim that the anti-Com- 
nmnist John Birch Society 
waa made up of “impres* 
rive** people whose investi¬ 
gation would embarrassCon- 
gresa 

■Die Senate Democratic 
whip, replying to comment 
by Sen. Barry Goldwater (R*, 
AxizJ, said that “some of 
the 'best people 1 praised 
Hitler and Mussolini, too, 11 
Humphrey said the two 
Fascist leaders '"rose to 
power raising the cry of anti- 
Communism, but they were 
snti-pe ©pie, anti-freedom, 
lanti-Dem ocrary/’ 

•Sole Purpose* 
Goldwater previously said 
the “solo purpose'* of the 
John Birch Society* whose 
call for Impeachment of Chief 
Justice Earl Warren has 
brought demands for a con-| 
gresslonal Investigation, was 
to “fight communism/* 

Ho said It should not be 
dubbed ultra-conservative for 
that reason and added: “J 
know liberal Democrats a a 
wen as conservative Republi¬ 
cans who belong.” 

Humphrey, a long*time 
liberal, brushed off Gold- 
water's statement that John 
Birch members he had met 
were people of “high qual* 


Leader, Thomas C. Kuchcl 
had called for a congression¬ 
al Investigation of the John 
Rtrch Society, But other lead¬ 
ers indicated none was likely. 

Embarrass Many 

Goldwater observed: “If 
they push thia to an investi¬ 
gation, there wiU be a lot of 
embarrassed people on this 
hill/* 

He said any legislator at- 
, lacking the John Birch Soci- 

- ety without knowing some¬ 
thing about it might find he 
was talking about some of his 
more prominent constituents. 

1 **The best investigation of 
L the John Birch Society said 
w Humphrey, “is public expo* 
f sure- 

'"When the American pub- 

- lie sees the irresponsible end 
t ridiculous statements that the 
r leader of this society has 

- made about great patriots 
i such as President Ktaenhow* 
s er, Chief Justice Warren and 
r others* the organisation will 
c be properly regarded as a 

comic opera with tragic con- 
!. sequences/* 
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“What the free world 
needs are leaders who are 




' Orange Brother of John Birch 
Has Sympathy for Society Aim 

By BOB AXELS ON (fighting eommuiusm. I The Grange^ commented. **l 

Sympathy with the aims and ob-1 Thu John Birch Society wasf thought the w o r 1 d of him and 
joctives of the John Birch Society I founded Dec 9. 1958 at Indiana- thought him the best brother be¬ 
came today from an Orangelte. a polis, after Welch delivered a two- cause he was fairer. But then he 
brother of the man for whom the day speech to !1 men he had in- was oiler and more responsible.** 
society was named, vited to hear ft* That speech is With the advent of Pearl Har* 

However, Douglas F* Birch of today the Blue Book of the society, bor* Birch Red from the Japs and 
44S1N. Glennhurst Sc. added this the official statement of its aims went to Shagjao in Khm&si Prov- 
tutte. il I have never received any and methods. !mee, He made his way eventually 

tf» literature of the society It is 1 supplemented by monthly j to Chungking where he joined the 
proper and am not a member, bulletins to members and a. mag -1 American Volunteer Group of Fly- 
However. I am naturally familiar adne fo subscribers called “Amen mg Tigers under Gen, Claire Chen- 
With the movement and know the lean Opinion/* The magazine was|nauK. For three weeks he was an 
reported aims* The^ criticism l founded by Welch before the hm assistant chaplain and then induet- 
icad in tha paper is not what I ciety end he continues to bind mined on July 4* 1942, as a second 
understand about the society at as Editor. j lieutenant in the China Air,Tank 

all/* * l However, John Birch had noth-iForce of* the American Ar my 

Blreh, 31, came here last Junejing to do with , the group which i which* later became tfctf 14th Air' 
front tho Du Pont Belle Works at [bears his name* He was reared (Force. 

Charleston, W, Va. He is a produc- near Macoa, Ga.. and was gradu- 
Bm adjpiaryisor at the local Sabine ated from Mercer University 
WOfte^atairied and has four chit- there. After two years at the Bible 
rirea. Till* local man is the young-1 Baptist Seminary at Fort Worth, 

«st of aUc living Birch children and)he went directly to China as a 
& chemical engineering graduate missionary for the World Funda- 
©f Georgia Tech. mental Baptist Missionary Fellow- 

The Jbbfi Birch Society In recent ship* He went to Shanghai and, THE ORANGE XJJADER 
(nonths —* especially in the past from there into the interior* The- * * s + 
week —baa become a highly con- year—1940. \ 

iroverftUl ©sanitation, Bath iUi As hi 9' brother put It in an inter- ! (w-anae TexH.8 
support era and detractors are nu-jview* *1 was the youngest and L 

meroua* , John the oldest* There were six RE: THE JOHN BIRC 

Its founder and leader Is Robert brothers and one sister in our fanv - TA!n r 

Welch of Belmont* Mass. Welch, ily. The last lime I law mv broth- ; XHFORjlfiVT Iwi L 

61, retired from ^_©andy firm asler, I was only 19. I was-12 when fHflf ile* 62* 

vice president in >eKftrge of sales ] he was kdled m North China .it the ■ 

lour years ago to r devote his life toUgc of 27“ I UOUST OH DIVISION 
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j He served as an tnletltgtince of-* pointed by WHch or one of hia of-[20 years ago. The danger, He con- 

Ificer* interpreter and in liaison; ficers. There are now chapters ini lends is from the Communist in- 

|work. Later transferred to the 14 slates and members in ail 50.fltience right in our midst and trea- 

OSSi Capt. Birch headed a unit on states. "son m government . 

I Aug- 15, 1545, to settle a known . The philosophy U somewhat ftll-i The idea that the nation must 

'pocket of disturbance on the Sbao^trouble learning The details. ] embracing and eoes far a field, 1 mobilize iLs resources in combat 
tung Peninsula i as Birch commented "Mv par-[Birch, here, on being questioned!** stomal danger of Soviet mill- 

Birch w a s subsequently fulled ert ts made |hfee sep3ra te trips to!Ihe fascist aspect of iheM®ry might and missile supremacy 
by Chinese Communists on Ihe^ pentagon in Washington and 1 1 movement counters by observingWdcli s view is a part of the 
Luoghdi Railroad eo route Ujfcu-went with them once No on? i that "the smear technique is a t*j Communist pfof. 
chou, China, on Aug. 2 j, 154S, lu seemed to know or would tell us M iway& followed whenever an anti -* pojni. ffi other words un- 

days after V-J Day. He was then , _■ tK-1( iCommunistic group reaches anv!«T* rhe ***** *rf Wnm* cn-nm»i- 


days after V-J Day. He was then 


H was later determined that 


His point: “In other words on- 
Lr the eidse of crrnmii- 


si*e to be effective/’ 


nism, we are being stamped into 


For several vpars rirnim- Cafjt Birch was shyt m ™ e WP 1 1 tu,u the tumn mvJardc *rv 

rtinw surrounding his denlli ?***■* aunbuted lo multiple »»w _*»*» C3 i? °'"^ e 'ci.lism^and perhaps the fma! jump 
were shrouded in mystery and. bayonet wounds. At this fma * the °»!thM imp the OnUmhi cam™ 

even the captain's ptrenta had!^ r ' c “ * nd *“■“ W " R alhes ‘' J"\Z «S?l* tE™ 1 CM*rvw«m of iisdl does not 

The Chinese Commumsts wei^f °< «» society listed these, nwwsari , v have ^ evlrem , snl . 

supposed to be. m the same »««* *eW«l As the Los Aoaelcs Times said cd- 

& 0 T y> ! !. U is strongly patriotic and pro ! nor is lly m Marche Subversion, 

Welch in an article on ’The Life [American, It supports anything] whether of the left or right, is still 
to John Birch’' artributed it to dc : which keeps America strong, I subversion.” 
liberate misrepresentation and; 2. Members are c^coura^cd to; The issue between the society 

continued blocking or the truth ;read and learn about communism anti those vho condemn it. is the 
! During this period, the War De-rin special reading rooms. j tendency of as activities to sup- 

Ipartment persisted in Its official[ 3. Opposition 10 foreign aid. the;press if not the r°ht fit least the 

report that Capt. Birch had been | United Nations and the North At-respectability of dissent 

killed by a stray bullet Without-lantic Treaty Alliance comes on The John Birch Society has 

any mention of the Chinese Com-1the grounds that it weakens this cornea long way from North China 
mupists. ;country, in JM5 when a Georgia mission*.^ 

> It found that it "had lost" orj This could be. all boiled down to —educated in Texas — died M the 
j misplaced the addresses of off!-, "less government/more resound hands of American allies. You can 
■cera who might be able to tell Mr.jbilrty and a better world,” Therei not help but vrorrefor whaf the reac- 

.and Mrs, Birch the truth, is no Question but what the John tion would be of Capt, John Birch 

[ Welch in going trough old re ;Birch Sncfoty is becoming a force —if he were living tnday, 
j ports on Senate hearings in 195 L on the American political scene. t 
land 1952 ran across the Birch sc 1 h could he classified as it is. m 
j count and contacted the officerV authoritarian society, Welch does 
{parents in Macon on three differ-mot $*ty the United Slates should 
lent nrcatMMis. Jbavf B similarly atiEhnriLarian 

! As the Orangcile put if, "Welch farm of government Bur he is far 

.needed a human interest story as J from completely sold on the form 

|a carrier lu personify his prneram.;we nw ha^ in a January, j*Wil fc 
My parents agreed to developing]article in "American Opmicm” the 
awareness of the Communist dan-political concern of democracy, he 
; ger/* j regards as a " weapon of demagog- 

Welch subsequently memorial* .uery and a perennial fraud." 

1 ued Birch as "probably the first | One of the problems between the 
American casualty" in the third; society and many who might pib- 
world war between Communists!erwise share Welch's conservative 
,ftnd the ever-shrinking free world Apolitical and economic views is his 
whidh is still being waged apa^nsuchronic belief that everything he, 
us." ’-Kusonallv considers wrong is ej 

From this beginning Else society/.'nmmwsl plot j 

has developed into srnaP Inca! 11 is h-s comention that America 
,chapters, usually of 10 to 2E1 derfi- trdav Is l-vine in a njrniis'' 

bated patriots with a leader ap- much us lh® people of China lived 


I 


EXHtCARTHY AIDE 

Roy M. Cohn ‘Blesses’ 
Birch Society’s Ideas 

Roy M, Cohn, ik onetime; nism is so siring lodij 1 .' 1 he 
ehiet counsel of llie McCarthy' said, "the internal menace is 
committee, bestowed his bless- that murlt stronger/’ 
ir*g here Monday night on tbe : Cohn dismissed charges that 
John Birch Society. Uhe John Birch Society may be* 

“f flunk they arc a group of * come u threat lo the nat inn's 
well-intern loned people who hnv ej freedom as ' a lot of nonsense/ 1 
gotten a little angrier £ hou t; '*H Henris that a lot more luss 
Communism than most of me is being mude neainst people: 
crowd/* Cohn sa+d, "and they rejand groups who fight Comma* 
shrilling a lime hh hinder about |rmm than against the Comrmj-i| 
it * nisis themselves.* 1 tie said. 

THIS 34-YfLAROI.n attorney/ "I THE worldwide* 

now* a business executive, t: a re! Communist movement which 
Ini? opinion of the society after 1 ti»£ enslaved hundreds ot mil- 
arriving in Houston uit a bust* linns of peoples, is a much 
deel. greater menace than a few well* 

■After all/* he -Uiid, "sortie meaning people who might talk 
ul these people have a right to a fit tie Inn much now and 
t>e impatient. The iU »tnmuni tf&\ then/* 

continue in sam imitmd the ( Cohn is now hoard chairman 
wurtd. We continue to be weak o! rfte Lionet Corp. the toy train 
and ineffecti\e in dealing wuti maker which has expanded iiUd' 
them/' electforties and missiles, 

Cohn uddMl lunveserjhitl he He is in Houston, however, 
could n fit agree uiiii writings it presen ring a ftinup of New 
by Ruben Welch. Itw society * Vork investors seeking to buyj 
founder that forniei President Ihe controlling sn>ck in the Tow-; 
Eteenhower and $ume of his 'up er Acceptance Corp here, 
aides were Communist a gems f, Cohn said he is bo officer in 
Cohn said he could not recall 
ever having met Welch, * re¬ 
tired Massttchust tis vainly ex* 
ecutive. 

In the society’s Blue Book, 

Welch praises Cohn's I o r m t r 
boss, the tale SJon Joseph Me* 

Carthy, as a martyr m the fight 
against Communism, 

OOttKX H E S * ti % K l> as 
McCarthy’s chief lieutenant in 
July, IttvL after Mk* ,Vrmy-Mt> 

^arthy hearings. McCarthy later 
,vo*s eeiisurpd by the Senile for 
his cnriducf 

Ootuv said he believes the 
Communist menace is much 
greater now than it ttas dur* 
jltK his days with McCarih.L 
"Since world-wide Com mu* 


two anti^Communist groups — 
the . American ,ti-whdi League 
Against Communism And the 
Joint Committee Against Com* 
timntem 

AKhLU IP HE 16 a member 
of the John Biivh Society. Cohn; 
chuckled and resurrected some; 

familiar phrases from the "Mr-; 
Carthy hearings. 

* + l am not no« T never have 
been, and never will be.’* he 
said i 
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J* Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington. D.C* 


Dea r Mr • Hoove r ; 

I Had tho pleasure Monday of vi.3 x ting 
the Houston branch of the F.B.I. 

I enjoyed, very much, talking with a 
Mr* Calais, He seems to be a very nice, friendly 
person. - 

Mr Calam gave me some literature on 
Coinmunis t activities written by you and put out 
by the F.B.I. He also told me to wri^© you 
for additional copies since his were limited. 

If at all possible, I would like to have 
fifty copies of the following; 


Communism; The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 

Communist Party, USA - 

The Communist are After Our Minds 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

Excepts from the Lav/ Enforcement Bulletin (on same) t . 

Struggle on A Hew Plano 

America-FreedomChampion 

Breaking the Communist Spell 

God and Country or Communism? and any other material 
on this subject which is available in quanities. I 


1 too, believe that our chance of helping 
our country is in knowledge of our enemy. 

I have enjoyed your book ^Masters of Deceit 1 * 
very much* I wish every American had a copy. r ! 

Thank you so much, Mr* Hoover,and may God / 
bless you# * fi ■ / 

n * \ ^ Sincerely 








'' 1 Tour letter dated June 8, 1961, has been 
received, and 1 want to thank you for your thoughtful message 
and for your generous evaluation of my book, "Masters of 
Deceit." I am also glad to know that you enjoyed Waiting 
our Houston Office. 



1 




In response to your request, I regret to inform 
you that the increasing demand for our publications, together 
with our budgetary limitations, precludes my forwarding reprints 
In the volume you requested. I am, however, sending you, under 
separate cover, ten copies each of various Items currently avail¬ 
able for distribution, and! hope that they will be of some aid to 
you. 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hou var 



John Edgar Hoover 

' Director * 


* 



ay- Houston - Enclosures (a) 

ATTENTION SAC: For your future guidance, requests (or bulk mailings 
of publications should be referred to the Bureau by y os a poH lce, furnishing 
the background of the Individual making the request sad Including 
the channels of dissemination contemplated. We have been receiving more 
requests for reprint material than our budgetary limitations will allow, 
we also do not wish to place our publications In the hands 
right-wing groups or those who are currently prone to advocate 
in combating comnmnHrth. Currently, requests from per 
the Jo^ Ei^cV^lity, tint Matodf 

Schwarz and^-ts Christian AnU-Co|piqpatgm Crusade, an 
are not being 

~ <ltf/ )f "J- ' —"s. 
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. ^ April 12,4961 . , 
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// ■ 


Tour letter of March 31 has been received, and 1 do 
appreciate the concern which prompted your communication. 


X was interested in having your comments and obser¬ 
vations relative to the organization you discussed. X would like to 
point out in this connection that the FBI, as strictly an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government, neither makes evaluations nor 
draws conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or Individual. In light of this 1 can assure you that I have 
not nor has any representative of this Bureau made any statements 
regarding your group. For your ready reference, I am enclosing a 
copy of my Introduction to the April, 1B61, issue of the FBI Law 
Enforcement Bulletin which you may Uke to read. 


With respect to your desire for my suggestions on the 
establishing of an anticommunist society, 1 have through long-standing 
policy declined to express opinions on or inject the FBI into the activities 
of private groups such as you have in mind. I am sorry I cannot be of 
assistance to you In this matter but am certain you wiU understand my 
position. • 7 .; ‘ • ; , . 




Sincerely yours. 


y t : 

Enclosure^ 

Houston - Enclosure 
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Welch Hits 
At ‘Rich’ 
Commies 

Hunger Theory Tic, 
,|r*hn Birch Leader 
Tells ;TOUO Here 


'"hi? Iparici nf l he A*jhn Rh-t'h 

£ocic*y ssH ^ T u c s d'? y 
msriU that American* r Hi find 
ittct'c Communists pinnot; the 
wealthy and the educated Htsti 
nmoiif; the beatnik* and the 
htmErj. 

"I ran find you it lot more 
Harvard accents in ChmmuniM 

Exitsrpts el the 
Welch artdr*** Tuesday Mfht 
in th* Music Hall will He 
broadcast hv kPKC-T\ 
lCh(i(inrJ S) on fLs news P r<1 ' 
graju* at 1 '-S AM anrt M**& 
AM Wednesday, Slmihir fX 
rerpis were Twts£- 

day fitiiht on the £ 

firw* m l*M unit nfinin 

on (he M hintelu WlEli AS»rlc i t* 
protean'. Ray Mlllrr, a news 

alitor for tho, alitliau, a 

KriU; rninctra was in 

tmn at thfl hiwk of the MuhIc 
Hull at lor fjther ramrrnji v rrr 
rf.mirved horn the fri*nT »>f the 
(liifihoritmt :il lYrUihV request 
h**h*m ho he 2:m in spunk, 

circles in ahu rh-;i tody/ lit an 
ysiu ran Citicl itio in event 11$, 
Jltj^ft WoUt J**ifi* 

VVCIjCH %L*OKV- h# % fu'l &nr1 
friendly tu?iJ>e abOUt S.Oiffl 
p<!"^r\r,K in the Music Hail. 

Thj> (it*ye;ir-nrrt rciircd caud) . 
m^r' r 'r appiauried heavily as 
he lore into wiiat hr called “the 
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hungry MJy cxplanniion 0 i 
Comm* in ism' 

He called h “une of the big¬ 
gest hes in nil history.” 

H* eh id tftnt Cn^mimism has 
rt?^r teen en uprising of the 
^rk r rs a x the CcpO ; m i m is? s 
have contended, 

"C'ommpnwm ha* o 1 w it y 5 
b ?mi imposed from the ion down, 
by iho wrv rich, rhe highly edii- 
<*#f (frfl. and rhe poHiiosily pntvrr- 
foi f,rt *ho puttering masses/', 
\iVtch said, 

**A STtU\. WHO a ti ran My 
arose from the |>eaaantry, is a = 
rare in the ruling Cnmmuntei 
ciTf'les or the world as is a con¬ 
science/' 

To Americans who te-icve. 
that the nch fmd *he edumed 
can never be Communists, 
Welch said he had a one-word 
repiy: 

'Nut.'!. 1 * 

To more applause, Welch 1 
added: 

"Whon you Took for hi* Cnm-j 
mUntet Party in America rnrtav. 
yovi don’t find it in the group of 

po>c sm’tsrfinc heamtk* who 
3re officially presented pis the 
Communist Party/’ 

WehMi said this wfls jpsi nor 
example of Comnu,intel decep¬ 
tion in a crand jfiraipqy That he 
h holed The pribeinlc of re- 
vnrjpil/* 

HR MADE THIS the thome of 
his talk, \t hifh was sponsored 
by the Paid Can import Chapter 
of the Sons of ihe American 
Hrvnlulion. 

W 3 -Jijmr Everett, tjie chap¬ 
ter presitenh headed the brief 
opening ceremonies before 
Welch's VHir-flnd- 3 (Vm inu te 
vncctOi. 


♦ 


' 'Wo heUrw « !hflt M r \\ cion 
he® no? had h - ride of die con-, 
frover$y he*>rd. ' Kvercrt said ' 
,l Wp do not endorse hmi, but 
w* hi him ;**\ in *he in- 
tnxc&t *d r/iod i-nven stoop; and 
freedom T p 

Welch . d m HniiMnn hv 
eammiMYj'i a. rimer Irnm HqU- 
ias Tuesday morning, then ypent! 
the afternoon napping and mnei~j 
Irvg informally with Birch Socj-j 
ety leaders here. 

HE IK TO LEAVE Wednesday! 
mominc; for Nhreveport, where- 
tie 'v]i| speak Wednesday nidit.j 
Welch declined in hold any I 
press runreren^es during his 
stop here, pleading faiigue an<i J 
lark of time, 

In his sperch. Welch almost 
wholly ignnred widespread rri?- 
feism of himsc f «u?d the bult- 
ety. 

HE f»m TOUCH briefly on his 
leuer or bonk, 'The Politician,” 
in which hr; wrote that he he¬ 
ll vert Former President Eisen¬ 
hower was a Communist agent, 
Welch said publication of his 
view about Mr Eisenhower was 
tiie result of a friend’s breach 
of confidence umi u hut he called 
oneth ice 1 jouma I i s m. t 

Is. *The Mier was origins Uv pm-: 



yoked by n hat seemrd to me to 
he double - crossing by ihe 
r administration conservative 
Republican candidate;! for borh 
/he House end Ihe Senate in 
dhe congressional elections In the 
[fall of 19S4.*' he said 

j WELTH 8Afl> HE noted at 

]lhe end of the termr that hte 
friends might liew the 14 double- 
crossing” simple political op- 
h poruinism. Welch he utoic 
ihat he had no quarrel with 
hhnj view. 

’ This is something ihe news¬ 
papers haven t toid you” he 
said t 

, Welch said the Own mantels, 
by their ”piinciple in reverse” 
turning their weakest points into 
sources of their greatest 
strength. 

He sniff (heir twisted slogans 
have resulted in "conquest by 
catch phrase/* 

An example, he said, was the 
line that defeated the late Sen 
Robert A, Taft for the presi¬ 
dential nomination in 1952' 

*T UKF TAFT, hut he can't 

win / 1 

On Ihe s fro n g ? n-from-we a k- 
ness them*?, Welch contended 
th;u tho nation’s Protestant 
miotelrrs—which should he a 
'utiwark against Communism— 

nrp Jicinallj' more hcncity infite, 

■ rated v ith Omirrumtets than 
.eny other U + S. group of that 
i size. 

J Krnealing a charge made In 
1 earlier speeches, Welch said 
;l h?t 7,000 or file TiRTion'a 200.00tf 
IPtotcsiaot mrnistefa «re either 
J Giro?rmnisis or Communist sym- 
? parlHrers, 

Then he tempered ibis charge 
by adding: 

"Nobody i® accusing Ihe oth¬ 
er vHj-t body of ministers of any* 
thirg yxcppl Hip ffuMibility Rnd 
RpRthy th.n alWvs such a con¬ 
dition In exist , tw 


HE KAfT> THE f'ommuniKtS 
plan ir» lake over the IJ, S by 
intAmal subversion, not by war, 
‘No earthly power ri«jld dreg 
Kcviets into a real honest 
war with th^ United Slates to¬ 
day,” he said. 

But the Corn muni sis. he main- 
tained, have *NC*lted to in£U* 
trot ion nnd subversion, nnd by 
Hiring tire V, K to spend It¬ 
self to death on defence and for¬ 
eign aid, 

Wckb *3id he beloved. r 'the 
Communists have been heavily 
influencing all major decisions 
of the U* S, government since 

I HE SAfD HE believes that OS 
per cent of govpmmenl workers 
1 are Joy a t, pa? r *o1 i c A mer i cans: 

jgUit so successful are the Com¬ 
munists' do able- think devices, he 
said, that government employees 
never suspect "the very betray- 
ate which they themselves are 
helping V> implement.” 

"The dial question In any 
group or any government," he 
sr id. "is not how many Commu¬ 
nists there are, but where they 
are.” 

Betray *1 in key places, he 
contended, Hns resulted in e sit¬ 
uation In which the U* S, gov* 
emment for years "has been 
supporting the Communist ad¬ 
vance ^ r hde pretending to op* 1 
pose it/* f 

' Thp Communtsls/’ he antd, 
'have forced a situation on the 

world today, where truly he who 
is not me is agwnat me/ 
However, n the charge by 
some critic* that he accuses all 
who oppose him of being Com¬ 
munists. Welch pleaded no* 
^iilty, 

' It hax become dangerous fur 
me," he said, "even to Imply 
ihar Franklin Roosevelt wa« a 
New Dealer. 1 * 












Employee 










RY S.Mfl, FRIEDMAN ■ stop are quite strong," Welch ( He flew to Houston at 10:88 
Ou-JUKlr Sf(|TT said ip.m, Tuesday, where he was 

*fli ay wawton chrw*tt The toeietys goal, basical-l™*! by Akard Dealt, M_ Ltfle 
Houston is a stronghold of \ y according lo Welch: #i To ttaflhion and several perams 
toe John Birch Society, its feecp America from becoming (who mused lo identify them- 
f minder and head, Robert ^ democracy, Ihe worst form selves. 

Welch, told The Chronicle tof Eovernment. and Lo keen He scheduled several top- 


undertimeI tbolcb «<»* ^ 
make five teoot ofcG£3 c# hr* 
Ttteeday ffis&^ry k** 

address «dqs@&? 

Oafy tofien^ 

But before Welch cam 
Houston lid &£££&&& tft i 
tie&S&b^ ^wh 
thfa roruSrtcy fefofc&7 ni the 


view granted by Welch since On this tour, Welch has; Society, membere .work supremo Court. Welch said 
the John Birch Society came stirred red-hot coals of pro-j within dmrehes, predjicta, some of tba court's recent 
out of the shadows into the teat as high up as Congress school Wganlcatioha, sp£c& daetateoa have teen pro* 
public sunlight to become the and has been given equally ! ically the Parent Teechers CoifiMuntst. 
center of a raging nation- fiery support by leading [Assn., to promote "Amert- On the present admintatra* 
wide controversy Americans. ^canist ideas/ 1 he sold. Uon t Welch said: “Kennedy is 

Welch, of Belmont, Mass., He would not give any Attach Warren not as much a captive of the 

is near tbe climax of his first exact figures, but said, IH J, On the national scene, Comntuatata as the previous 
nation-wide speaking tour to have no quarrel 1 ' with pub- .society members are engaged administration ” 
explain the principles of the lished reports that Houston in an alt-out effort lo im- There Is a '"fairly heavy 1 * 
organization he started about has some 100 chapters of the peacb Earl Warren, chief 
two years ago. John Birch Society. 'justice of the United States 
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concentration of Communists 
within our diplomatic corps 
Welch said, and more Com* 
murtists. or. as he calls them. 
* h Com gy m ps," (Communist 
sympathizers'! in our federal 
government than ever before. 

’Americans have been 
brainwashed mo thinking 
this is a democracy It is a 
constitutional republic" he 
said. 

He equates democracy with 
what he calls “moboeracy:” 

Here are some of Welch’s 
views, as expressed in the 
r eeo rded i n te rvi c w: 

Q What J wanted to 
talk to you afooul, Mr. 
W e Ic h. to a s H ous t on and j 
the John Birch Society. 
Vm sure you've gotten [ 
some of the /acts now that! 
you're poing down there' 
to speck and you know 
some of the people and 
you've miked u-ilh fhem 

Welch: I know some of the 
people because Tvr known 
them nghi along, but l 
haven't got any facts with re- 
gard to the particular current 
situation at all 

Q Well, Houston is the 
seat of a protein g c onservQ* 
fipc movement in this 
country * . . 

Welch: l think that's true 

Q Do you know the 
membership in ■ Koujston, 
approximately? 

W etc h: - Yes, but we 
wouldn't tell you, Mr Fried- 
man. We have only two 
things we don't fell you 
We il tell you anything else 
you want to know. There’s 
nothing secret about the John 
Birch Society end nothing 
semi ^secret, but like so many 
other organizations, we do 
nr>i tell how many members 
we have and we don t tell i 
who they ate Without nam-[ 
ing any names, you can think j 
of a half a dozen other good, 
organizations that do the, 
same thing. I Know some of j 
them that, if we h 3 ve some¬ 
thing to distribute that they! 


like and they're willing to send 
to their member*, they wont 
send us the list of members. 
They won't even send us the | 
envelopes. We eebd the ma-, 
terial to them and they put 
the envelopes through their 
stencils and mail*them out-, 
H s perfectly normal Tint to 
give out the name* of the 
members or the numbers. t 
but after’that well give you i 
anything you want to know ) 
Everything about the John] 
Birch Society is wide onen.j 
I’m actually answering morej 
than your question because ' 
I know you're going to want [ 
this anyway, All our beliefs! 
and purposes and methods 
are all described in our ma¬ 
terials. like the Blue Book, 
the bulletins, our lane re¬ 
cordings, our movies and 
they are here for anybody 
that wants to spend any¬ 
where from 10 cents for a 
bulletin to $2 for a Blue Book 
and after this if I hear that 
there's anything secret about 
it, it’s just nonsense and man¬ 
ufactured, 

Q Welt, usually the 
strenoth of an organization 
in a particular area is not 
secret. 

Welch The membership, 
while not particularly secret, 
we don't pass^ it dot, 

Q . You don’t pasjf it out^ 

Welch: No, we have made 
it a rule frojn the beginning 
not to tell our numbers. I 
think it's a sound rule and 
we've stuck to it l would &ay 
thal m Houston. *he only 
things we are comparing, we 
are comparatively strong in 
Houston, we have a lot of 
good members in Houston. 


How Many Here? 

Q. A series about the 
John Birch Society said 
there were approximately 
1 00 groups in Houston. Cart 
tyou discuss houp many 
groups there are? 

Welch: The writer prefer 
ably Knew more about it than 
f did. 

Q. That’s what I am ask¬ 
ing you 

Welch: I don't know how 
many groups, 

Q Do you know appror- 
imateZy hmo many? 

Welch: Well 

Q+ For example we have 
heard . . 

Welch: Let’s say that I 
have no reason to quarrel lj 
have no reason to quarrel; 
with it. IF f say anything eisei 
Tm getting into giving outl 
the one kind of information! 
we don't give: Our numbers j 
of members or groups. H's; 
the same thing or practically | 
the same thing 

Q. We've heard §5 or 94 
groups . 4 i 

Welch: Actually now, since; 
you bring that up r you know 
more about it than I do then. 

I don’t know I can! possibly 
keep up that close. 1 have 
some general idea and 1 
think the best thing for me 
to say is just what I said 

Q. Would this be too far 
from your general idea 


then? if l can pin you 
down on that? 

Welch* No, it wouldn't be 
too far if you want to put It 
just that way. 

Q. Is the control over 
local chapters loose ? ; 

Welch: It's not so loose. It's* 
fairly firm but it is requests 
and suggestions. We tell our 
people just about every three 
months, never do anything 
ifor the John Birth Society 
[that's against your own con¬ 
science and we repeat often, 
even if it’s against your 
judgement, don't do it but 
we don’t emphasize that as 
much as don’t do it if It’s 
against your conscience. 
Then we say perfectly frank¬ 
ly, H’s repeating what we said 
before, that if you disagree, 
if your conscience tells you 
over and over what to do 
with the majority of the 
things we ask, obviously 
lyou’re not happy in the so- 
iciety and don’t belong in it 
That's up to you 

Their Goals 

Q, If members worked 
] ioithin parent-teachers or- 
j panizattons, or if they did 
[uwk within churches or 
j i n d u s t rial organizations, 

! luhat generality would be 
3 their goals? 

1 Welch: To try to keep 
[those organizations exerting; 
iiheir influence on what we. 
[call the Americanist aide of, 
all the sociological questions 
that arise. Just as you have 
so many left wingers get into 
these groups and do every¬ 
thing they could to have the’ 
organizations exert their in¬ 
fluence on the left wing F*de, 

Q Do you think that True 
generally, of school boards, 
churches,,. ? 
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Welch: No, you're getting 
too'general J think that that 
isn't true of the churches as 
a majority at all. it isn't true 
of the school boards as a ma¬ 
jority at all J think it is 
largely true of the P T A $ 
as a whole because the P T*A* 
locally consists of good peiv 
pie bul the control of the 
F* T .A is far more Lha;i the; 
local members realise, is : 
from the top and I think that, 
the top. from the national] 
head qua Tiers right down] 
lb rough the slate headquar-; 
iers. has been quite strongly | 
left slanted. 

Now we come hack to the 
idnirchflss. The main trouble 
m my opinion *$ not that the 
Tew individual churches per¬ 
cent agewise that have bad 
actors then: make much dif¬ 
ference The real impact has 
been with these people climb* 
mg into the organizations* 
the church urbanizations, and 
gelling them selves in posi 
(ion to have church organiza¬ 
tion s suDpnrt [he entrv of 
fled Chinn, the admission of 
Kcd China, or support the 
Lheinc which they have sup* 
ported, that capita item is just 
] as bad. as socialism or even 
.communism Ymt remember 
|the Amsterdam conference in 

Mt4fl when they came m.rl 

wpl> that resolution si a tine 
pud that and it's hecn played 
un plenty and the real 
irouble there is not in the 
churches of these three per 
r-onL bin. in the sum total of 
irnoart of what they con do to : 
control the statements and: 
the nressurns and the in-, 
fbmnee of the various coun ; 




Not at AH 

Q WeLI, are the John I 
Birch Societies working | 
within these churches? 

Welch: The John Birch] 
Socieiv is not working in 
them at all We have most of 
,our members belong to 
«churches. 

Q Not in churches, / 

; mean runrkmp u>Uhtn these 
'church oroani^afioris^ 

I Welch: Well, the church 
organizations are com po sed 
i of min isle rs The church 
■ organizations I'm. talking 
► about are the Council of, 
iChurches, and things like 
| that* 

Q, Rm there are lajpor- 
1 gcnimUons'* 

Welch: Well, most of them 
tall to pieces. They don i 
mean anything any more I 
don't know of any lay organi¬ 
zations that amount lo any* 
thing, very few If they are 
some of our very best 
people were working in, 
them when they had them] 
they could do anything, hut! 
t don't know any now. 

Smotl Bur Strong 

Q Weil, if the members 
of the society are not WOTh¬ 
ing in churches, or on 
boards of education. 

Welch: i didn't m they 
weren't Rut l said that if 
some of idem go into hoards 
of educations as Individual 
good citizens and UkV may 
have been helped in get on 
by people who were me in* 
Ibers of the John Birch So- 
.ciely also working as indi¬ 
vidual good citizens. I pave 
; you a case where l knew d 
happened, 1 know another 
, case I don't mind giving you | 
j know a case in a small 


j town where the town fathers , 
{decided to have United Ns- 
| lions Day to glorify the 
I United Natioas and we had 
^one chapter there smalt but 
strong and they knew better 
They didn't like it and they 
got busy with their friends^ 
and neighbors and all of 
J them and they talked enough, 
jand before the day ever 
icame. the,town fathers didn't 
want the storm they were 
; stirring up and what Die 
trouble was* they didn't un- 
jderstand they'd been sold a 
j bill of goods. Before the 
'.day ever came they got to- 
I gether and called off United 
1 Nations Day and made it a 
United States Day for the 
t same day We were very 

■ proud of the tittle part our 

l pea pie played in doing it. j 

Not in Politics 

Q. Do you know any¬ 
thing of the activities of 
\ the groups in Houston? \ 

Welch: Oh, they ve mostly ■ 
(been doing what we request: 
j them to do and ask them to' 
'do a* tar as direct members 

■ of the John Birch Society, 
j However* they will do many 
\ things as good American ciU- 

tens as they get active as 
members of the John Birch 
Sorrel V For instance, we 
lake no direct part in pofi- 
ties Never But we hope that 
our members themselves will 
individually take a very ac¬ 
tive part in poliUe*s and that 
uu will do a far belter job 
in publics through the in¬ 
formation and understanding 
that we can give thc^ Our 
job is in give them a know I* 
edge and the understanding 
and lo say they can use their 
efforts to heller h6 vantage 
for ihe Americans cause in 
politics but we do not take 
pan 


Q. Well, isn't that kind of] 
splitting a hair a Ittt£e bit? j 
Welch: No No* it's not ; 
Q The John Birch So- ! 
ciety doesn't take part in 
politics but it urges its 
members w take part * * * 
Welch: It urges its mem¬ 
bers to be good citizens, 
which certainly includes tak¬ 
ing part in politics, but let 
me show you how It's not 
splitting hairs at all and 111 
pul it even worse and it still | 
wont be splitting hairs. Ml 1 
give you an illustration: 1, 
myself, have been personally 
for Goldwater for years be¬ 
fore the John Birch Society 
was founded and despite fhe 
i fact that the society takes 
j no pari in politics I t person- 
! ally, just like any of our 
j members, have the right to 
have my own personal views. 

: so in the campaign, ttie prl- 
1 mary camoaign in 1960, \ 
was ftr Goldwatcr and 1 
said so and I'm not naive 
i.enough to think that did 
jnot mfluencr some of our 
! members probably. But de- 
jsmie that* tt was purely in¬ 
fluence of an intangible kind 
[ because S'< far as I could 
J guess. In the primary cam- 
! pnigns. t he Ke publican pci- 
. mary of I960, about two 
1 birds of our members were 
; for-Gnldwatcr and about one 
third uer *4 for Nixon for the 
nomination and we sent them 
all fhe lists of the delegates 
and everything else just the 
same and told them to do 
whatever their conscience 
told Own. So you see it's nol 
split ling hairs If the John 
Birch Society were m poli¬ 
ties we had to be for what¬ 
ever everyone was for 
we wore not. Our members 
were about two to one 
Now a Her the primary was 
over the convention was 
oTer. neither V. personal !>;. 
then nor* the society took any 
part \\ j lioever in Dial cam■ 
paign 









* 


Q, . Bui you recom¬ 
mended f *10 particular car*- 
didfitc? 

Welch: We recommended 
; no candidate, no connection, 

I no combi nation of votes, no 
[nothing not al alb You can 
j get our votes and see. You ve 
I seen the bulletins. No. we 
'tan't afford to be directly in 
1 politics Contrary to much 
(bit's said we ask our mem- 
! hers to follow their own com 
* science and their own ju de¬ 
ment even 

Concerted Action 

Q, Then why the buN 

■ Welch. Because most of our 
members most of the time—t 
said most, not all-—will pretty 
well agree with the policies - 
and methods we are following 
ami the ihings wc are doing 
and, ihcmfore, we can work 
more effectively in concerted 
action If we take 100 mem¬ 
bers and there's 10 different 
T things that they might be do¬ 
ing in help the cause and we 
say lei’s do these two this 
t month and five of them say 
“1 don't like that " or '4 don't 
warn to do if band wc say to 
■ them. '"All right, don'i you do 
\\“ bul the other 95 will do 
Those two things all together 
this month You see how 
much more effective it is 
That's the whole purpose 


there the effectiveness of 
concerted action. 

[ 

1 Q Which brings me to 

' iohnr is the action ynu do? 

, SuppO-^-i n 0 a buliet i r* romes 
, out a^kin \1 co-oper ation in j 
a particular cam onion to 
do something., whoi is ac- 
liurJly dove? 

; Welch Well, a great many 
( things. One of our most im¬ 
portant activities was to try 
: to prevent the summit com 
Terence ischeduled in 1959V 
The summit conference, tf l t 
recall corrertly. was first an¬ 
nounced for late Jujoe or 
early July. 1959. We were 
quite small and young then. 
We went to work on that and 
as soon as it was announced j 
our members wrote letters !o! 
everybody they could think! 
of. they talked about if they j 
did everything they could and[ 
we got out petitions and wei 
pul on the back of those peV 
titioos 10 good reasons why 
the summit conference was 
harmful to the best Ameri¬ 
can interests. 

Used a Front 

Q . Were these petitions 
in fhe name of the John 
Birch Society ? 

Welch: These petitions were 
by "The Committee Against 
Summit Entanglements 1 ’ and 
we pul put these petitions 
■ and on one side were the 
sound reasons against it and 
on the other side was room 
far 20 signatures and we bad 
about 70,000 of those peti¬ 
tions put out which if they’ll 
come back in would have ac¬ 
counted for about 1,4<J0 + 000 
signatures We were getting 
]a lot of help from other or- 
jganizations and plenty went 
;oul when they announced the 
postponement of the summit 
conference, f dont know if 
we bad anything to do with 


it or not. We couldn’t begin-, 
to claim or fcnow L We were , 
working on it hard and a’lotj 
of other groups were helping 
us. That was In July 1959. 
!>ei me tel! you about this 
because it, illustrates what we 
do $0 they announced then 
ihe Khrushchev visit instead. 
So here we are getting up a 
committee against summit 
entanglements with a lot of 
good Americans on it and 
1 jusl almost had monkeyed 
and jockeyed myself into a 
position where 1 had to give 
some leadership. They were 
counting on it. So we 1 got to 
work and rewrote—rewrote s 
isn't - the word — we got to j 
work and wrote but the re a- 
sons against the Khrushchev J 
visit and decided to put full J 
page ads in the papers ail, 
over the country. And we 
worked it out very carefully. 
We had to get the approval 
lof the copy* we had to get 
j people to put their names on 
I this This was an umncorpo-. 
j rated committee. I was using; 
a good advertising agency 1 
| whose credit was good far 1 
anything in the country and j 
»my credit was good with 
'them whether it should havej 
'been or not. All l had fa do 1 
(was get a little optimistic and \ 
j put in a quarter of a million ; 
j do i 1 ars wort h of ad ve rti si rig j 
j and if we didn’t get the; 
j money for it later T every sfti- j 
gie soul on there was re- j 
l sponsible, j was always vejryj 
! proud of the fact that they! 
had that confidence in me 
both ideologically in what 1 
was saying and also that 1 
wouldn't do something wild 
the other way. So we started 
i to put those ads in-r-in fact* 
we gave your paper one of 
them They carried oriev ot 
those ads 

Q. What i$ a full page? 

About $1500? 

Welch: About. That’s about 
what 1 remember. We had 
some of them were over 
£8000. I 


! Newspaper Ads I 

Q What paper* did youj 
pur them in? 

Welch We put H in a lot 
of them. We- [Hit It in about 
. 50 big ones and about 50 little 
ones and it got in at least 
( twice that many little ones 
where people put them in 
themselves. Local groups put 
them In. And we had quite, 
j a few who put the ads in free.. 
I And Mf. Elsenhower did not 
I go back to return » the visit 
■ because of M the feelings 
that had been shown and 
,they called off the summit 
conference again in Novem¬ 
ber, postponed it this time 
until the next April or:May t 
and we think we had“some- 
thing to do with that We 
thmk ATIenaoer and De 
Gaulle had a lot to do with 
it. too, but on a different 
level. We think that all the 
pressure we’ve shown in all 
these ads did some good be¬ 
cause when Mr Khrushchev 
got back to Moscow in his 
first speech reporting he said 
he’d been in America with 
mixed emotions because of 
a lot of leading citizens put¬ 
ting full page advertisements [ 
in our papers protesting his: 
visit. So that is the illustra¬ 
tion of the kind of thing we 
do and as well as the most 
effective. 


















Q Hoir nhout on rhf* fu- 
leaf lcref. saty In Houston? 

I Welch: We don't do any- 
|thn>!Z on ?he local level joi 
lor the society as a whole. 

I We are a little m careful 
la haul what our chapters do 
son their own We like to have 
Ithent check because some of 
lthem can get over-ambitious 
I and p) off on some bmn 
[slants. \nu HI ieH you this: 

] Chir members frequently go 
l into local politics very eflec- 
[lively and there § oo doubr 
ihey ge! encouraged lo rlu so 
I through fheir John Kirch 
membership* but the John 
Birch Society, non her it nor 
the liiapiers has anything 
lo dc* with tt HI give you an 
dhr&traijon of what I was 
miking about: One of our 
chapters nt Detroit. Mich 
nut n the suhurbs* decided 
Uiai they wore never going 
io get the incredible mess in 
ifv u schols straightened 
oii" unless they got a good 
mar. on the school commit- 
tec So they gm one of th^ir 
o.vn members in agree to run 
■and they went out and began’ 
to set thevr neighbors and. 
jjiev raised the "money and 




supported him and Iheyj 
elected him and none of that, 
was done as menders of the-: 
John Kirch Society because; 
three fourths of the people; 
weren't even me others of the? 
society that were working fori 
this fellow and yet they un \ 
jdoubtedly got the idea nr the; 
ispark from having been 
I meeting together, neighbors' 
'as members of (he society, if 
you follow me. We don t 
mind that, we re gt^d to have 
lit. but if they were going to 
do il as members of the son- 
\vty and the society is going 
T to take any pan tn local aT 
’fairs* then we would want 
them to check with us first 
' j m\ to be sure they don't get 
off an some horribly wrong 
i track which they could And 
because the organization is 
too lar^e to keep up with the 
local si (nation, we have dis 
uouraged local activities by 
the society as of yet and so 
forth. 

No Slander 

Q . Do you know of any* 
thing particular that has; 
been done in ffie Houston; 
a re<C i 

Welch f don’t know Pm I 
sorrv tn say \ don't. We arc 
national There s a lot ol 
areas, there s a lot of things 
lu keep up with, but 1 can't 
jell you anything that the 
isociety has done locally ui. 
' liouslun, as a society 


0. VottVe sure they have \ 
been active in focal poli- i 
tics‘ # I 

Welch rm not sure. Vm\ 
not sure they haven't, either- 
Mr Friedman. I just don't? 

: know., f don t know at all. • 
Q. In the writing of let-; 
ters lo newspapers or peti- j 
\ ciouing for thing* or gel i 
ting min politics—.preeincf; 

1 polines, stare politics— do \ 
irhei/ employ what aTUi-| 
'John Birch Society people; 
called character assina- j 

lion? ' 1 

Welch: Never We . you i 
can't even find a single trace! 
of it in anything we do We 
don’t want it, Now if we ac-j 
cuse Alger Hiss of being a ] 
perjurer, that s- not character | 
assassination. That's there. 1 
Q. But if yon talk 1 about ■ 
Joe BIoic who is for inte¬ 
gration, you say he's a 
Communist? 

Welch: We don't do it. Mr 
Friedman That's one of the 
things they'll charge us with 
They’ll always accuse us of. 


of course, and it is not truq 
in the slightest degree. W& 
just don't Our people, ai 
you know, are hot rjff ra/h 
Our members are pretty'leadfe 
ing citizens They're good 
people ami ihov’re not wild 
characters 

Use Fair Means . 

Q Well, you talk abo«(' 
using front groups. This, of* 
course* is so me f king thdi^ 
tuns started by the Commu^ 

ii 

uists. ■ 4 - ' *: 

Welch: Weil, it wasn't. But'- 
the name has been given id iij 
and the thought is tn the peo¬ 
ple's minds. Let me explain' 
about it. Let me explain first 
that we do not believe Ir 
using foul means lo achieve 
good ends. In fact, we Jay 
it. down in the Blue Book 
over and over that we must 
not That s one thing we cat*:, 
not do. We cannot have i 
civilization that's good if you 
believe that it's all right bo. 
use bad means to achieve 
good ends because then fh# 
people who want the good, 
ends arc setting themselves" 
up as judges above all others 
of what is moral and K can?t 
be done and we oppose if* 
Now when you come to 
fronts, remember whai . 
front is. There is nothing otf 
earth wrong with a front un¬ 
less it has imhioral purpose^ 
A front is nothing m the 
world but a committee Aj 
front is a means of getting' 
people who disagree witlr 
each other on many olhen 
Things to work together ofr 
one thing upon which they 






afrree Now you come to mu- 
Committee \£*mst Summit 
Entanglements We were lust 
talking about it.* Probably in* 
all that work there was only 
at that, lint? HI per .cm of; 
John Bnch member? a)-! 
though we set the pace anil, 
led it. vVc had people work' 
irjg « r ilh u£ on that I bat dis¬ 
agreed with us on almost 
everything else in the World? 

I know some of them 1 think 
!he very first check I got for, 
the Committee Against Suafe* 
mir Entanglements was from, 
Eu geneT ty dns. an jesjreme 
anti - Communist, /who;^ had 
iusPbeSn fighting with me 
like everything over rrfr JoeL 
rQg toward Pasternak (Russian 
author Sons PasternafcV In 
fact, it got rather biller and 
vcl we were so opposed to 
Khrushchev coming and J 


think that the first check 
they got from Eugene Lyons. 
A front merely brings to¬ 
gether for an effort for one 
particular operation people 
who agree on that purpose 
who may not agree with; 
themselves or each other on 
other things at all and its 
being used mi the time in 
America in all kinds of ar¬ 
rangements and there's actu¬ 
ally nothing wrong with it 
unless the front Is designed 
For the purpose of doing 
something Immoral. 

Zeal Upheld 

Q Hasn't the history, 
though, 0/ super patriot* 
ism. as the John Birch So* 
eiy has been accused 0/ 
>cing, been a history of ul- 
irhate wrongdoing? 

Welch: Well, 1 don't know 
ause l don't know wh»t su¬ 
er patriotism is, 

Q Well, tubenever there 
a zealot, *, 

Welch: If by zealot you 
ean merely a sincerity in 
termination and dedication 
save our country, I see 
*hing wrong. We are faced, 

. Friend man. with a very 
ngerous and advanced en- 
ty and we need dedication, 
icerity. effort, determina* 
n and if you call that 
ilotry or super patriotism, 
teems to me to be a smear 
ort from the other side, 
hink the thing that both- 
the left wing and our 
jonents is we show so 
ny signs of increasing ef- 
tivene&s and we do ft 
jely because of the dedi» 
ion of our mem ben. 

Definition! 

Q, What is your de/ini* 
>n of communism? 

Welch: Well, communism 
tth a capital "C" as against 


the little "c" is an interna¬ 
tional conspiracy of gang¬ 
sters seeking to rule the 
world. 

Q. And u?ith the small 
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Welch: With a small "c" 
it's the equivalent of social¬ 
ism. Just another term* an¬ 
other word for one form of 
collectivism. There would be 
people who would find some 
differences, 1 don't see 
there's any particular point 
In a difference. Communism 
with a little "c" has a sys¬ 
tem of sociology without the 
police state methods that 
make it big N C M communism 

Q* How about its relation 
to liberalism? 

Welch: Well, liberalism is 
entirely too vague and varied 
a term with too many shapes 
in it. You know what origin¬ 
ally liberalism was; it was the 
opposite of what it is today. 1 
didn’t go into that Iasi night 
tin a Dallas speech), but It’s 
one of those reversals but lib¬ 
eralism today and we use a 
capital “L 11 For it to designate 
people who are a part of this 
whole liberal drive and estab¬ 
lishment has tremendous var¬ 
iations within its boundaries. 

Disagree 

Q, But there are people 
tuho are liberals, those u>ho 
are in favor 0 / integration, 
those in favor of the Ken¬ 
nedy medical plan, those 
who favor doing away with 
some of the reftrictiue 
clauses of the TafUHartley 
labor laiu* These liberals 
I'm talking about and Ptrt 
just iDonderinp how pou 
equate those unth the So¬ 
cialists or Communists* 

Welch: I don’t necessarily 
equate them. We might dis¬ 
agree with them. In fad, we 
do disagree with them. That 


doesn't mean that we equate 
them necessarily with Com¬ 
munists or Socialists. Some of 
them are; some aren't Most 
of them aren't Communists- 
Only a very small percentage 
aiy, we'/e certain. A good 
many of them are what I 
would call Socialists but a; 
good many aren't. You see, 
we are conservatives in so¬ 
ciology and we disagree with 
many of the purposes you're 
talking about. Rut if_yw 
could get the Communists outI 
of the picture affiTbe able to 
decide these things by edu¬ 
cation and - popular votejgen 
era! processes In a republican 
Term of government, that 
would be line with us- We 
point out. you'll find it in the 
"Life of John Birch' 1 in the 
back, that we don't know 
Maybe the Communists could I 
be right as to what would 
make a better world* We 
don't think so* We think alh 
history is against them and j 
all analysis and all judgment 
is against them but we donlt 
set ourselves up sb the ahsg: 
lute, omniscient arbiters of 
humsnHdeStlnir^t sit so we 
can *ay T wetl* just for the 
sake of the argument, they 
could be right* But our one 
basic fundamental quarrel 
with them Is that they on the 
other hand claim to be so 
sure they are right that they 
are wilting to use any means, 
including murder and trea¬ 
son and terror, lo enforce on 
the world their kind of social¬ 
ist economy You read the [ 
"Life of John Birch" in the 
back, l point out that that's 
... when you get all the way 
down to the rbedrock, that's 
our final difference with the 
Communists. They're right;! 
they insist they're right goI 
completely, so unequivocally, 
so unquestionably that 
they're justified in using any 
means* to enforce their right¬ 
ness on iis* We don't at all* 
We try to stop the Commu¬ 
nists from doing that and gel 
back to a world where you 


















'can argue things out. When 
you get hack to arguing 
things out. most of our mem* 
bers as of now are pretty con¬ 
servative in their attitude. 
They think that self-reliance, 
individual responsibility will 
create a better world by far 
than socialist planning 

Most- Are Loyal 

Q. But while you’re en¬ 
larging your definition of 
communism, it has been 
vharqcd ill at foe John 
! Birch Society looks for 
these Communists euerg- 
where. 

Welch. I covered that last 
night. 1 pointed out there s 
a man who goes around call 
mg everybody he sees a Com¬ 
munist, would be wrong 05 
per cent of the time evert in 
Russia and 1 pointed out very 
emphatically last night and it 
will he in the speech that for 
all of my criticism of Com¬ 
munist influences in our gov¬ 
ern mem I'm quite certain 
that more than 9ft per cent 
of all of our federal employ¬ 
ees are loyal Americans, The 
| charge is utterly absurd. Mr. 
Friedman 11 isn t justified by 
anything we have said or 
done, its the typical old 
charge that they leveled 
against McCarthy and they 
( level against everybody else! 
ft simply isn't true. We can't 
go around alt the lime saying 
"we know this guy isn't a 
Communist. we know this 
man isn't a Communist/' 
That's nonsense. The only 
people we re talking about 
are those that we may not 
necessarily think are Commu¬ 
nists but that we think are 
helping the Communists, or 
"comsymps/ as we call them 
now and naturally they're the 
ones we re talking about in 
this particular part of our ac¬ 
tivity. But. as I say, I think 
at least more than 98 per 
cent of a If of our federal em 
ployees of our government, 
where 1 think the infiltration 
is heavy and has don© a lot 


of damage, it’s still over 98 
per cent of perfectly loyal 
Americans and 1 pointed that 
out in my speech last night. 

The President 

j Q, Whaf about Kennedy 
Unmscff? What rlosstfica- 
lion mould you make’’ 

Welch: Well. 1 was asked 
that in a place and 1 tried to 
stay uul of that argument, 
but l was asked if in, 1 guess, 
Santa Barbara and 1 said that 
| r did not think that Mr. Ken¬ 
nedy was as much a captive 
of the Communists as the 
previous administration had 
been, but 1 still don't like the 
continuing appeasement and 
that n all 1 think 1 should say 
on that. 

Q. Let’s turn back to the 
local picture in a tt/ptcal 
ettp. Can f get your agree¬ 
ment that Houston is a 
/airly typical cily? 

Welch: For the John Birch 
Society, nr in general? 

Q. For the John Birch 
Society. 

Welch: Well, all right I 
mean J don't mind l don't 
think it is Quite, tor two rea¬ 
sons: Frankly, we re a little 
stronger in Houston than we 
would be in most typical 
i cites and. second, you do not 
have the left-wing opposition 
in Houston that you have in 
places like Los Angeles, 
where we are also quite 
strong. And where you have 
a very vigorous opposition it 
brings a different situation 

Q, What is the higgpst 
single aim of the John 
Birch Society today^ 

Welch: To really make 
people sit up and take no¬ 
tice what the Communists 
are doing and 1 think that 
that is the reason—for this 
all-out altack-on^us I think 
the spark Ibat set it off was 
probably our move to im¬ 
peach Earl . Warren which 
we began m January as a 
long-range move. One of our 


purposes in that wga-to try 
to educate as many of the 
American people as we could 
reach as to the differences 
between a republic and a 
democracy and to the fad 
that ours is supposed to be 
a republic. We hope we 
can keep it one instead of a 
democracy and that’s part of 
the educational pattern. 
Again we tied that to a spe 
dfic drive to impeach War¬ 
ren because we think that 
his decisions, the court de¬ 
cisions under his leadership, 
have gone a long ways in an 
effort !o break this country 
down from a constitutional 
republic into a democracy 
which our founding father* 
thought of as probably the 
worst of all forms of govern¬ 
ment and they thought of a 
constitutional republic as 
probably the best of all forms 
of government. 1 largely 
3<*ree with them. 1 think 
they were correct in both 
cases but there’s been a 
drive on the part of the ex* 
treme left to do two things: 
To convert this country from 
a republic to a democracy 
and to get the American peo¬ 
ple believe that they're sup* 
posed to have a democracy, 
which goodness knows, they 
never were. You take the 
Constitution of the United 
Slates, the word "'democra¬ 
cy" doesn't even occur in it 
once The word republic’ 1 
is there over and over. It’s 
founded as a constitutional 
republic and was m strong 
on the subject that it guar¬ 
antees right in the Constitu¬ 
tion a republican form of 
government to every state 
that's a part of the Union, 
You took into the thinking 
of the founding fathers of 
the Constitution as you find 
it in the Federalist Papers, 
for instance, to the best of 
my knowledge, in all the 
Federalist Papers, you will 
find the word ""democracy 1 ’ 
used twice, both times very 


disparagingrv to Indicate 
what we didn't want aod aa 
a government how horrible 
it would be (Here be re¬ 
ferred lo an article he wrote 
on the subject for a Birth' 
backed magazine, "Americra 
Opinion. 'i That's a four-page 
article in the January "'Amer¬ 
ican Opinion/’ 

Not o Democracy 

Q. Can you get me a 
program that you would \ 
haut? m mind to return the 
United States to a conaftu- 
tionat republic or insure 
that it remains a coiuriru* 
tionat republic? 

Welch: Waken our people' 
up lo the two facts: To the 
fact that we are not a democ¬ 
racy, never were supposed to 
be, that we are a constitution¬ 
al republic and then, too, a 
desire to keep it that way. If 
we get enough people to 
realize it . . , because they've 
been brainwashed and they 
figure they're supposed to be 
a democracy. We never were, 
as 1 said. And therefore, be 
mg brainwashed, they’re, 
thinking it s all right for us ( 
to become one at the same 
time. Our job there again is 
largely educational We got 
to wake 'em up to the dif¬ 
ferences. 

Q, Denuding the states of 
their rights, is fhis part of 
'ichat you say is the drift 
toward a complete democ- 
meyv 

Welch: Very much so. It's 
a drift towards a democracy 
which Is one centralized total¬ 
itarian government which is 
either mob rule or dictator¬ 
ship to overcome mob rule, 
A complete democracy, or in 
a sizable scale, it can work in 
a little (own hall size of a vil¬ 
lage. But when you get into 
any size, ^complete demote 
racy l>econies either moboc- 
racy or some kind of a per¬ 
sonal tyrannical dictatorship 
to offset the inobocraey and 
to use \i 























Protect Minorities 

Q, Who is to rule m this 
republic? 

Welch: In any republic 
your people rule through 
their elected representative! 
subject to certain safeguards 
and restrictions and provi¬ 
sions which cannot he re¬ 
peated just by a whim or a 
majority overnight. In any 
sensible republic, whether 
the constitution Is written or 
not. there are means to 
change anything, in time but 
the real thing is that they 
cannot be changed just on a 
sudden majority whim Thera 
are protections for_minori- 
ties, for uadhinhs and cus¬ 
toms and rights ajid it takes 
time to change and.procfc- 
1 tlures to change that are not 
,iust a matter ot a majority 
whereas in a democ-i 
racy, a majority vote can vote 
everything away from the 
other 49 per cent tomorrow 
and the next day you could 
get 2 per cent the other way 
and that 51 per cent could 
take it all back That's why 
a democracy is the worst of 
all forms of government and 
a constitutional republic is 
the best of all forms of gov¬ 
ernment, And don’t quote me 
on half of that statement 
without quoting the other 
half Thai's whal our found¬ 
ing fathers seemed to think 
and they knew a hell of n lot 
about history and govern¬ 
ment and we agree with 
, them 


ROBERT WElxCH 
John Birch Founder 



Cfcr&tlck Phoft 


IQffN BIRCH FOUNDER ARRIVES IN "STRONGHOLD" 
Robert Welch. RlglU. With M. Lvte Cushion 















Welch Shushes 
Chief in Front 

*'*"ot your co-onlinstcr 
Rcauir *o. Mr \V*"..*h. \V> w 
50 member* and . , , 

shnuidri'L ('* tolling the! 
numhe-s. You're standing in the 

rtVjldJn r«f . 

R-\Vel.*h, mild-voiced and 
pVamp; *V demeanor—beaming 
^ ? :*t p triumphant Houston re- 

r/' i UK;n — interrupted the Benu- 
mon; ro-ordinntnr for Ihe Jchn 
H»rch .So*Jetv ufUi a teaming 
ucjuiiff imvard three nearby 

newsmen. 

A reporter from the Dallas 
Times Hern Id. who followed 
Welch to Houston to seek an in- 
irrvteiv about ihe John Birch 
Society. Pepped forward ns the 
J>eaumoni 'co-ordinator bo*i*at« 
ed 

» O* tc;k,sf;i> to him and 
raised h » * voice a iitf#e—not 
much. “Listen what do you 
want, f don*; ;vnii» you standing 
•round eavesdropping. 4 
The report or said he jic-t 
wanted to set up an interview 
and would be wil'ir.g to co any 
p'.*ce. any time. Welch paid he 
was aorry bui he just couldn't do 
It. 

At least 75 people, perhaps 
otere ’tad ctiniticd onto the 
*»~2c to cnngrahiktt* Welch on 
his speech at the Music Hall, 
and to shake his hand The 
crowd milled about him for a 
wh»»e then srtiiod imo « fast- 
jr.ovtng line. 

Wojch had hren utlciTUptad by 
applause at >ost 3»i !inu\c dur¬ 
ing his 90-mi note 
The cnHii! had .nartrd to build 
lip an ’.tout and a half before 
the speech was scheduled tci 
star' at * PM 


Society Cell 
of Newsmen 
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K* KvS e n^ 

CET^*i"S r ,htr •*"* 
r f • Tn,,r ' *££» 

r S<>llir,ft lfl0m hv Ihf 
rny „r» R * 

Jf7hftaL*" ,a At *-«»«!« 

, . ' h hrtoks W'PI* stacked in A 

H'a". ’ST i" U1<!f1P ” w * Tl '*'ic 

tehles hx’T ns ’de by the 

S£2 ^ ' 1 „ becn ^drassorf lfl 

a hA j\ h1 * Hj ^ 3 l Society 
One nr llw-hpr** uai: ,:, w 

SMW.-!'« 

-S™; TsL^r 

• prn r; l, > n< *'"* Hie 

I V'iIDKTHE atMiiorium Dan 

MNicr, ft Kl f/it H rv/ J * dli 

^ r-rar^ iV^.aTr"' 

n-n trained on ViWrh a ™' 

apofcr ■ [tf ’ as be 

Swuehne ra/ne on* nn rt 

Ivtm njciv-p (l 1 ^ told 

^ ,Mm “ uie faftini'k itiiu 
«r refused , avi „_ ■ ;- a,h ' 

piss 

* ft retv mmunve w nrjn .: ^ 

srssaj^i 

__ „ u,fl br rm ip|m j. 

t B| 'f^r' re5n,,rif dui - 

« r eleh pnsed pa bendy u h i J e 


nnn sinen — there ive r » Ia( 

3 p,, r; 4 - 

p;df lt ,-n S fl „ rt * lwo 

SStXT " ,c Z 
: fSr of - i-s 

;wS;i,r i.y As .i n; ,;'^';^ »*■ 

* Paul Cstni:^,.. ,:']. n ' 1 " f 

; Sorts o k ft, * ■ ♦- f i 1 Af the 

ftinn £ <e -'meMean Revotu- 

i h'wi«on 

1 finished spcaS h ivf,, e,t 

'aj«n» ra f T minu,es . Welch sat 

■cSt J Hn e m,(1S1 of J ' entpTJ 

JTSST*™ 

The eraed was tv,til Welch in 


AnH i L befnr ^ hs ■« *o Houston 
acid obviously even mop, fc es 

he prepared fe> leave, 

H anybody bed been Inclined 
to undemtimete ih e extent of 
the partisan feeling for Welch 
m Houston heforp Tuesday n,e 
iimck^o-«p p| atid crowd ofabnul 
3.(W0 wouhl have quickly d * 
polled the fioihtfi Tuesday night 
Welch spoke i„ glowing terms 
"i Pie tote Sens .Joseph McCar¬ 
thy and Holtert. Taft. He *as 
applauded three times while 
.talking about McCarthy and 
Tat? m ° re WhUe me "tioning 

Oh'CK he tripped up cm the 
words while reading from his 
I cards and was «ppU u d e d m 
friendly fashion for tliat. 

There was nr, heckling, (n fact 
no disturbance of any kind in 
(be audnortuTH. 











Communists Wiping 
Out Our Civilization, 
Says Birch Founder 


By GENF WILBURN 
Ptcm Staff Writer 


Robert Welch, founder of the 

controversial John Birch Sociciy. 
i brought his light against Com¬ 
munism to Houston last night 

Add ratting a sympathetic au¬ 
dience of 3003 n the Mus:c Hath 
Mr. Welch charged: 

“Our whole civilisation Is at 
stake. It b being wiped not by 
the Communists” 

The husky*voiced Mr Welch 
main tained Communists had 
made such Inroads In the United 
States that: 

■'SUHft. try conaiftertd 

hfnralf In virtutl control of our 
jnveromcnL 

“Theirs Is a conquest by catch-, 
phrase/* 

To Uie naked eye, Robert; 
Welch 3s an unimpressive, j 
paunchy. slope-shouldered 61-J 
yw-Qld, wealthy, mired candy 
manufacturer with balding, i 
snow-white hair, from BelmomJ 
Mass. 

Kama Story 

What Mr. Welch told his 
Houston audience was nm new 

He had *aid the same things, 
lan aide tcSd Trie Press: "Mr. | 
Welch's speech is almost ex¬ 
actly Uw same 1 'i to audiences 
j n Lo* Angles, Phocnt* and j 
DAllaa. within the Iasi io days, t 

Missing however, was the 
qu^stion-and-a n s w e r senlonsj 
^barred to newsmen) which .Mo 
Welch had employed in the early ■ 
pleases of his currem tour. 

Tells of *Con-Synu/ 

During the course of hie ad¬ 
dress before members and guests 
of the Paul Carrington Chapter 
5 of the Tetias Society of the 
Sons of the American Revolu- 
.lion and a goodly portion of 
Houston's estimated 3000 John 
Birch Society members, Mr. 
Welch: 
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I It wa* extremely difficult at 
jtimes to (allow Mr. Welch* ad¬ 
dress doaeiy. 

Complex Thought* 

A ferzner University of North 
Carolina: Harvard and Naval 
Academy student, Mr. “Welch Ub- 
eruiiv used sentence* of extreme 
length, containing many complex 
thoughts. v . 

But his main theme, the need 
to uncover, fight and curb Com¬ 
munism was driven home, to a 
predominantly feminine audience' 

The Tke* Charge 

Among the points-made by Mr. 
Welch. 

A statement referring to Pres¬ 
ident Eisenhower as the leading 
Communist in America (con¬ 
tained in a letter called "The 
Politican') invotved a ‘serious 
breach of confidence on the part 
of a friend, eome very unethical 
journalism, and a brazen viola¬ 
tion ' of. mjr property rights la 
mv letter.'* 

Mr. Welch said! 

-The Utter was originally pro- 
voked by whui teemed to me to 
bo the double-crossing by the 
administration of conservative 
Republican candidates far both 
the House and the Seriate In the 
Congressional elections hi the 
fall of ItM. .1 

v 1 b It I expressed some harsh 
opinions of some men high op In 
■the administration. Including the 
then President himself. 

"Rut in the letter. I specifi¬ 
cally requested friends receiving 
It to correct any errors they 
found. Also—end this Is some* 
thing the papers have never told 
yon—I stated at the end of the 
letter that I had no. Quarrel 
with those who attributed the 
actions In It simply to political 
opportunism. * 

1 That's how the thing ano 
!(* be dabbed The Politician.** 1 

r' 6n communism, he eald*. \\ 
y\ am deeply oonoenved, with 
the loss’ of our Independence to 
oq mm uni am .' . . the possibility 
of a world-aide police state con¬ 
trolled by the Reds/’ - 
/ On independence: - * 


‘The process (com munis m) has 
pm so far that not snb b the 
federal government, but also 
many aUtt (omneau wider* 
Communistic control . . . We will* 
mob become another group of 
provinces In a Communist em¬ 
pire If this Is not halted." 

Foreign eld* 

"The whole foreign aid pro- j 
gram b an example (of how) 
for years we have been tabes > 
don's the road to communism. 

-Foreign aid b a tremendous 
help to communism. Our pour¬ 
ing of Ml Ilona of dollar* into for¬ 
eign countries makes things 
easier for Communist* aad •*- 
dafism." 

On the military: 

"The Soviets would never at-' 
tempt to conquer their most 
serious enemy <U. S. A> by force 
when they ore doing so well by 
subversion. . 

•‘An all-out shooting war be¬ 
tween the United States and 
Russia would be a signal for a 
simultaneous uprising of all en¬ 
slaved peoples ol % the world. 

Kremlin Fear 

-It Is the only dogma the 
Kremlin really fears. 

No earthly power could drag 
the Soviets into a war with the 


l 


I Uoltfed Stales and this is why 
they beet their breasts so Loudly 
-We should keep our powder 
dry—end keep plenty of it.** ' 

Mr. Wekn termed the U. 6. 
political conventions ‘tl>e Achil¬ 
les heel. 

He charged U. S. fleet patrols 
of the Korean Strait prevented 
• Chlang Kai-Shek and'his 600.- 
000 Nationalist Chinese hnny 
/ram invading th*mainland dur¬ 
ing the Korean waf.“ 

Mr. Welch added:*, 

Tb Communist) have bow 
reached a point where they can 
count on lost a* fitoch control 
in United Nattone M they m*L". 

The John Birch Sodety tender | 
(repeated his charge against 
(Protestant * clergymen b e i n 2 
’among'd. 8. Communists. 
fit mid: 

*‘I would, my some 7000 cbuld 
be called Com-syxnps. This Is 
about 1 percent (Of the Protes¬ 
tant clergy). 

“Nobody is accusing the other 
i07 per cent of anything ... ex¬ 
cept gullibility which allows 
CVimnunlsm to exist. 

“Protestant ministers do. nol 
become Communis Is—but Com¬ 
munists •. do become Tr olost&nt 
ministers." * • 

On. government: 

“CommnnUts have gotten 
agents Into the highest echelons 
of government. ’ ' 

“Communists have been t W 
log our major declaims flf l p 
1941 .** 
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the tourct of these figures, 
"bull know ihem to beTrudt-! 
worthy/' 

"Nobody U ^accusing. Ihb* 
ether 97 per cent of any 
thyig except gullibility and 
apathy ^ he aaid.- 
V Bui. he contended. "f!pin*i 
munku 'can control an or ; ! 
ganlTJition by having Juft j 
percent Of Use membership 
- "Protestant , 1 miniatera do 
not die^ome Communists, but 
Com mho lata do become' 
l Protestant m i n i a l e r he 
said. 

Noting “there js neither 
(time nor need for document 
nation tonight," Welch re¬ 
called events a* far back as 
r 1840 for the predominately 
j youthful audience. 

1 He charged that "Com- 
'munists have had influence 

all major decisions in gov-j 
(eminent since 1941/* 

He said the United Stales] 
wsi brought into World War ; 
H by President Roosevelt be = 
cause ibe Communisl con-] 
spiracy wanted this country) 
to join them as •’wartime! 
allies" n - j 

He said. Roosevelt wanted I 
to bring this eountry into the 
war "as soon as he could 
after he got elected to a third 
term/* * 

He added. "Of course. 
Pearl Harbor was one of the 1 
steps that got m Into the 
war." 1 j 

He said the Communist! 
conspiracy, afraid of the pos- j 
Bible election of I he late Sen ; 
Robert A. Taft as President J 
planned for the nomination j 
and election of President! 
Eisenhower in 1952. 


Mud Applause 

*' To loud applause Weich ; 
said. "If Taft were nominated, j 
he would have unquestioo- J 
ably won but, the. Commu¬ 
nists began the talk that said, 
*1 like Taft but be can't win/ 

"The Communists knew 
that political conventions of 
the type that nominates pres¬ 
idential candidates are not; 
set up by law but by custom j 
and are our Achilles' heel/', 
Welch said. 

The Communist conspiracy; 
and propaganda machine * 
went to work on the late Sen. ■ 
Joe McCarthy because "they! 
didn't like his methods/’ 1 
Weteh asserted. 

’"So the Communists de-i 
vised'the slogan ’l like what 1 
McCarthy is trying to do, but 
I can't stand his methods/ 

IX Terbed Farce 

"Basically, there was noth-’ 
h nig wrong with McCarthy 1 * 
methods from the point of 
view of the patriotic Amer¬ 
ican," kald Welch, 

^ Welch "slashed the United 
Nations as a "farce" and said 
the Communists "can count 
on just as complete control 
of the U.N. as they need /* 
r He sliced at jhe nations 
foreign - old program k$ a 
‘•tremendous help to the ad-, 
jvance' ot coimnunitfm, it was 
plaunM^by tike Communists, 
and our funds have been 
uied irt.*Poland, China and 
Yugoslavia for the Comimi 
rust cause/' 

The United States foreign 
aid program is "as if we were 
delivering the funds directly 
to the Kremlin/' he said. 

He discounted the Soviet 
Union's military''power, scoff¬ 
ing; "The Soviets have neveT 
been able to conquer Finland 
by military fcrca ' 

*- '* Racialist Steps Taken - 

' ■ "What leads/ anybody to 
think they.- coriquer by^Tnm- 
lary forte wbehflhey do It by 
internal subversion?" Welch 
asked - 1 

"We have bees stampeded 

m \ m-ip ?r>d more 


,measures That are tending US' 
'mo becoming - a Socialist 
state with the threat of an 
outside war as an effuse,"-be 

said. 

Calling for an awakening 
from "ignorance and apathy/ 1 
Welfh appealed for "action 
and-Courage .and derisions” to I 
slop the spread of commu¬ 
nism. , 

Given a minute-long stand¬ 
ing ovation before .fria speech, 
Welch wig. toUMueftd by M> 
Lyle Caahion, former presi¬ 
dent of Paul Carrington chap- 
i ter and a member of the John 
; Birch Society 

Presides at Meeting 
I 5.A.R. chapter President 
! W Hume Everett presided at 
[the meeting. On the plat¬ 
form was the executive com¬ 
mittee of the chapter 

Everetl told the audience, 
that members of the S.A.R. 
chapter "do not necessarily 
endorse him, hut we bring 
him to you in the interest of 
freedom and good govern¬ 
ment. j 

Everett opened The meet-] 
ine by reciting the first 1 
amendment in the fill! of; 
Rights, which includes the 
guaraniee for freedom of the 
press. 

Then Cash inn told photog¬ 
rapher* to refrain froih tak¬ 
ing pictures of Welch during 
his speech. Welch said his 
speech was copyrighted and 
told newsmen it was not to be 
used in full No copies of the 
full speech were available i 

The invocation was given 1 
by Rev. T. Robert Ingram, 
recto^^ St. Thomas EpJscp- 
pa^rtiurch. -> L 1 













demonstrate against Welch, 
* no troublemakers, no apper- 

ent.lanatk^-^od ho evident 

e BJ ^ M _ The eight newspaper re- 

|Tn| STjOl porter* seven newspaper 

B U B ^ photographers sod 12 police*. 

men, who went expecting 
when the man demanded his poaatble trouble, drifted in 
own address Wall said later flnc j out of the barren lobby 
he resided at 3009 Jackson an£ j languished on leather 
Otherwise immense appro- benches during the long Ulh. 
vb 1 wss expressed over Only a t the outset, when 

| ticket-seekers and ticket-hold* 


the fact for his own uces " 

Did WeU know ony Com¬ 
munists or Commnmst oym* 
pathizere? Was he a Com* 
muntei or did he ^yrapathire 
with Ge&muitist 
“Whff are you asking?'* 
said Weil ^a IUJ3G of your 
damned business/* , 


BY LOU 90YD 

Cfu-w ifeto iteft 

Vi^fpunt man with glasses 
a dark, f ranted beard 
dhallengod John Birth Society 
founder Hobart Welch to 
“substantiate'’ hie statements 
at the Music Hatl Tuesday 
night. 

The brown - suited citizen 
with the beatnik physiognomy 
—he later identified himself 
as Dr Jesse Wei), and said he 
was a nuclear physicist en¬ 
gaged in research at Rice 
University — climbed to the 
stage when Welch ended his 
address, 

“Very interesting, Mr. 
Welch, but can you substanti¬ 
ate anything you've sold?*' be 
nfllred- 


Weleha speech , _ 

There were no pickets to era began to gather at 7 pm 



Welch had talked ab&it 
Americanism an ^ comtfni- 
atom for 9S mlnutga*/ 

Weil than retreated to the 
Music Hall lobby ^and. stood 
chetti^k with bli wife, whita 
3000 anti^u&tinl5te eyed, 
the pair auspiciously and filed 
ohfr tpfco tha night. 

A hum <rf inquirers gath¬ 
ered around Well. Moments 
totfff a fafiartly'dreesad man 
tofShva frown on his £eco 
ffl'6, finger fit Wo»1o 
trdso fczjd said, ^ou cdflia 
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karat vatm forget, baalor ' 
Watt took Wi name and 
addreuo, but walked asrey 
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BROTHER AGAINST BROTHER’ 


Episcopalian Leaders 
Assail Welch Tactics 

Two loaders of the Episcopal er of the John Birch Society, 
^urch, who ere in Houetrai ab ^at 7 000 of the 200,000 Pro*- 

Bn i 5 P ? *“i ,e S£r 0t estam ' ministers to the United 

rathedraJ deans, &aid Wednw- _ _ 

lay that the John Birch Society States were either Commits 
lot only usee irresponsible or Bycnphathizers with Commu¬ 
ne thods In Its tight against nisi purposes, Welch made the 
jommunism but also does via- charge at his speech In Hous- 
ence to Christian faith and the ton Tuesday right, 

American way of life* Sayre said the claim wag com- 

^The Very Rev Francis B, pletely irresponsible and was not 
layre Jr, dean ol the Episcopal beck ^ U P with evidence. 

lurch's National Cathedral in „ rele /7 1 ?i t0 I * he 

tt I, _* nl j „;-_'by Welch, said * J He has the re- 

Vashlngtnn, DC, said the &ocie- 5poi ] a ibjjity to puMluh a list of 

seemed to him "a rather the people involved or turn their 
hement form of self-righteous- names over to the proper au- 
tt.'* ■. tattitf." t . 

DEAN SAYRE, Who was re- fiAVUE SAID thU was under- 
ifently appointed to President m inlng the American system of 
nsedy'a Equal Employment process of law* 

"»« ^ be condemned! 

It violates the injrnirttane ot Wttw by ^ 

Bible while pretending 40 accusers a bill 0 f portico 


CALL WELCH * CWABGES mBESPON^ 

Dean WIRiErei & Lea, Left, aad Bean Francis 

\ > - ‘ 

(Slates attending the, co n f e r- 


Christian faith/ 1 


lam and having a chance to an- 


. Sayre, one of the first church- the charges/* Lea said, 
hen to oppose _ publicly the Ua m]A hf> ^ B irch 

ett *?^ "T* fiwL^ Society should leave the rout, 
r a r t h y investigations said ^ ^ Q 0mm y n ( S Q to protession- 

al groups euch as the FBL 

Ally to the Lord- Yet here are , « __ 

making Judgments and explained that the putt* 

ing vefigeaisc®** 1 he saUL JJJ®* J°* dean® conference^ 

■ * ’ hM c Which close* Thursday, was to 

^ *** ehura ' otrattay «* tecal 
icd SaSnt John a Cattedrol national issues and to d»s- 

JEj d ll ?!S common problems. The 

p!nyo into tha hn*& <rt the WDfl ^ to the 

mints by setting brother 

\ t - 1HB RAID THE Birch Society 

Thjo la Just what te Cbm- wao Jusi ^ ^ many issues 
ra™™ warn, fte sain. ^ ^ ^ans dteeuss. 

•■WBESW y ou de stroy mutual vAfemg fl third «tf the dcoao at-1 
fcfus^ you ftesferoy the teals ol tending have expressed caacem 
fieatOOTecy*" Leo oahL ahbut the codety/ # ho acid. 1 

BaSa eteroftman critictod tte IfeaiO are 31 caOiodral deans 
by Robert Weldbu fotnaj^from various parts of the United 


Lea Rftid he had not he^rd of 
any John Birch Society being or¬ 
ganized in Denver, 

Both men expressed admire* 
tlon ter the Ri^it Rev John E.l 
Hines, bishop of the Episcopal, 
Diooeeo of Texas, for *‘b fa han¬ 
dling of critical issues d tbs 
church/' 

SAYRE AND LEA said they 
were concerned with many of; 
the problems that tte Jobs Birch 
Society seeks to solve but f&t 
they should bo solved with 
Christian love, patience anti 
principle* 

u We ore concenied with those 1 
issues Gtristiono tmt wo ore 
not Judging cur teUow tftimpa 
just as wo would not Mke to 
have them Judge us/* Sayre 
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or lij.ce to report tha t about 700 
lid/MACK, played a tape recording 
^radi o station KXYZ, of an interview 
wh otn f b ook to be a colored 

'S spoke in disparaging terms of the 
ted' he «£s the head of the NsitOmal^ 
.dpanists/ whlch Is organizing theyouFh 
puses and elsewhere and is bitterly 
Society. | claims JONES said 


pnonicaiiy.contacted the FBI 
p.m. on 12/- April 18, l?6l 
on his program, "Expressions 
with one EDGAR C . JONES.. 
male. | { reported 

John Birfch Society and c 
Leaguef orUni v er s a l._A.me: 
ofe^fca^TrT'coTTege ca 
opposed to the John Bircl 


8dkg | _[related his political views in favor of 

the aims of the J u hn Birch Society and revealed he has a person 
he did not name who was formerly a Mexican Secret Policeman.. In 
TT.S.A.F. I ntelligenee work, whom | 

I fc rrtrehalf of the John Birch Society. He 

stated he and the John Birch Society were behind the F-BI- and its 
work, but realized the FBI could not publish any information con¬ 
cerning Communists and that the John Birch Society through its 
sources could find out much of the same information and ccu.ld 
publish the same for the purp ose of defe ating Communism and fur¬ 
thering the cause of America*] [said 7 he and the John 

Birch Socle ty f individually and collectively welcomed an investi 
gallon bv the FBI, as; they were all jus 
mepti’nned he was a 31 
_] a former FBI agen 


twosxso. 


|_|relates he is" 

groups on the topic of communism and 


at ictyic 


| _Jinformed his purpose wa|_ 

information a' matter o f record, partic ularly concerning 

""[the John Birch Society, are plann 
take some action or sanctio 


investigate hirm and perhaps 








jMusic Hall Sold Out For 
jBirch Society’s Welch 


The Music Hall, which seals 
about 3 r t)00 people, reportedly 
has been sold out for the speech 
of Robert Welch, founder of the 
John Birch Society, here Tues¬ 
day night 

Confirmation that Welch's ap¬ 
pearance was a sellout came 
from M, Lyle Cash ion and Frank 
E + Trilicn of the Sons of the 
American Revolution and from' 
Mr and Mrs Akord Beall and 
Mrs Ben Duggan of the Johnj 
Birch Society. 

•TVE SHOULD have hired the! 
Coliseum /* said Cash ion, who is 
a member of the executive com¬ 
mittee of the Paul Carrington| 
Chapter of the Sons of the Amer-i 
ienn Revolution. 

"My husband threatened to 
give my ticket lo someone else I 
and let me stand in the wings/'! 
said Mrs Beall whose husband] 
is a co-ordinator of the John' 
Birch Society lie re. 

"We don't have enough ticket£| 
fen* all the John Birch people 
who want them/ 1 she said. 

Cash ion said he had received 
more requests for seats from 
SAR members over Texas than 
he could fulfill and that he 
would have to return some 
checks which had come in by 
ma.il 

He SAID HE WAS convinced 
that twice as many seats could 
have been sold. 

The tickets have been sold for 
$1 each. The money will be used 
to defray the expenses of the 
program, he said, 

Welch, who became a contro¬ 


versial national figure this year 
| after ihe John Birch Society 
'was discussed on the floor €3 
Uie U r S. House of Represenia- 
|lives, is expected to talk on the 
subject: ‘Through All The Days 
To Be/* 

The program will begin at S 
PM Tuesday, Be ail said that 
'probably three times as many 
tickets could haye been sold fl 
the Music Hall had been larger. 

HE SAID WELCH probably 
would not be able to remain in 
Houston any longer than over* 

I night Tuesday. 

Welch is expected to fly here 
Tuesday, He spoke In Dallas 
Sunday night. His Monday 
schedule was not released. 
Spokesmen for the John Birch 
Society have said that there 
will not be time for a press 
conference here Tuesday 

Ticket sales have been han¬ 
dled through the SAR commit¬ 
tee which invited Welch to apeak 
here, and through local John 
Birch members. 
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2 Professors Blast 
Wdtefr at Parum I 


BY- WALTER M/WBBUi 


Atttad in the use of .tetv 
_ . ... . &*3*£ Kasteoberg said, 

UnivewSy of Houston “tet .fiSo edited word* tike 
:'nM»n have accused Rob- 'ABaSwftist’ and ■comsytnps’ 
rrt Welch, founder «f fl*e t£eEa wtWn 8 " 

■Thte Btwh a*. nfrnuTwnri i ,, „ **%*&*% «J<J he does 

cigty/ ot per- &&&$$&% hoove Welch can arouse 
v@f$ien o r Sa^ sSS fsSg a B»S3, movement because 
f aet3 aid hi*. m8hS|§h™ ineffective public 


Wf«a 
gevora- 
sad of 
l 



tru^ of the Astern] govern* 
,*(S#C Sesteabarg sfrfd 
'■"Pob&b fettijvEd to the so 
doty trust no am," 
fiBeGlseftsr ref erred to tin 
sodety's stead for a repub¬ 
lic, tot not a democracy 
“The United States is aad 
has been both,” be said. The 
Catted States Constitution 
starts nfth “We, the people! 
AQ tiff agate constitutions ap¬ 
ply to democracies." 
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MEETING AS FORUM OPPOSED 


Birch Society Group in Legion 
T o Seek Warren Impeachment 


BY LOU BOYD 


American Legionnaires said 
Tuesday they do net want 
John Birch Society members 
to use legion meetings m a 


forum to push for the im¬ 
peachment of Chief Justice 
Earl Warren of the United 
States Supreme Court 

Legion leadership in Hous¬ 
ton said numerous Birch So¬ 
ciety members on commit¬ 
tees in the Legion have sought 
veterans' support of the so¬ 
ciety's aims, Including the 
proposed faqpeodUBEnt of 
Warren, 

But they said Le0on offi¬ 
cials decided at an executive 
meeting on a state level re¬ 
cently that the Legion in Ute 
Texas area will neither en¬ 
dorse nor condemn the ends 
end means of “outride or- 
gpatatio&B.” 

However, an unsigned news 


release announcing Legion 
convention activities In the 
Houston area nice disclosed 
that “the Birch Sodety el©* 
ment promises to present a 
resolution seeking the im¬ 
peachment of United States 
Chief Justice Earl Warren.* 

The impeachment resolu¬ 
tion will tw offered at the 

fe u Vic? :< ir n d t fc^ 

tn© Legion a 22u dtscrtct, 
which will meet Saturday 
and Sunday at 9039 Brazos* 
headquarters of Lagion Post 
No, 52, according to the news 
release* 

The vice-commander and 
public relations chairman of 
[Poet Na 62, John W* Beob 


out by W. R Carara, who 
works with Bentley us the 
public rotations committee. 

Caroon said the newe of 
the Impeachment resolution 
woe submitted by Bat Welch, 
editor and publisher of the 
Houston Legionnaire, an es* 
sedation publication* 

Oppose Move 
Bentley said he oppossd 
any mingling of Birch So¬ 
ciety acuvtttaa with Legion 
affairs. \ 

Carson said he disliked; 
■'radical techniques/* 

Donald l Patera, o Houik 
ton attorney and past com- 
mondei of the Legion's Tanas i 
department, said: "I can tell 
you any such resolution will, 
lose—if 1 have to filibuster 
olivet 1 

Peters said he wag paroan- 
alfy opposed to many Warren 
dadrions but he felt etrong 
ly that the Legion must not 
Identify itself with IBs w ex- 
ternal associations of Its In¬ 
dividual members." 

Leon Schofield, chairman 
of the Central Council of 


ley, said the release waa sent 1 Legion Pasta in the Houston 
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I area, said: "Our Le&m voice 
will bo louder, if vte corf toe 
ourselves to veterans' mat* 
ters* 

Ho said xramy members io 
the Legfcm ere sot yet cure 
where they stead on such 
issues and he said he was 
unconvinced It was the Le¬ 
gion's business to tel! them 
where to stand. 

Ben C Anting, commander 
<rf the Legion's District 22, 
jfiaid he thought the whole 
thing was rattled three weeks 
ago at the executive meeting 
in Austin — "settled against 
| outside Rg&odaticm’s dictat¬ 
ing the Legion's point of 
view " 

Another Rescduttos 

Another resolution to be 
offered at the weekend con¬ 
vention will call for a new 
alignment of authority in the 
Legion’s chain of eomimnd- 

The present setup provides 
mo Legion district for each 
congressional district In the 
state. 

Hie change will provide 
one Legion district for each 
county, thus reducing Harris 


County's representation 1 n 
the department iotete) ex¬ 
ecutive connotes to one 
Instead trf tern d&tsfet com- 
nmndsrs. 

The change also will affect 
Dallas County. 

Ob B4sy 8 and 7, the 
g&on's District 8 will bold 
sorWig convention at 
Chapnelview Post 


if? 



» 


Prof Says Birch Society 
Essentially Totalitarian 

The ’ controversial John Birch chiding fronts—to gain its ends, 
Society was described Monday and participates in letter-wriling 
as a basically totalitarian or- and radio campaigns, 
ganination whose members w an* DB KE8TONBER6 said the 
to "go back- to a time of never* Birch Society's head* Robert 
never in American history/' ]Welch*— + *a superb writer*'—is a 

- .The description was made by "very capable man with the 
Dr too is Kestenberg, a Umver* language, but would be unable 
sity of Houston prolessov who to arouse a mass movement be- 
spoke before a meeting of the cause "he id an ineffective pub* 
Democratic Forum at ihe Fast Uc speaker /' 

End YMCA. _ . I He characterized Birch Society 

‘■THE JOHN BUlCH Society members a$ suffering from per- 
perpetrates ail Ifte evils and secuLioo complexes. ' 1 
sins lhai are attributed to its -They always pretend they're 
enemy, the Communist Party/' • victims of ceusorsliip,. and de- 
B&U1 Dr fCeatenberg. nounee censorship while writ- 

He said a Birch Society mcm' ! in g about cenw>rjihip/V t he said, 
her. can-be removed without ex-, Kestenberg said the at- 
planation, its chapters are run i^^phere of the organization 
by a "leader' appointed 1 ' by ont . fatalism, that nlJ 
"headquarters/* it is a "mono* * ^ practically tost.' 4 
lithic body 41 run by a single per- meeting WAjs attend- 

^ deai^ m ^bsolotcs and un- severaJ John Birch So- 

emcenved with jtu£« cirty members. who received 

ony. .instrument avaviable-in- ^ g|0n ^ (ape record ^ 

discussion. 

During the questiou-and-ai* 
swer period, one Bfrefi Society 
1 roenber rosSe* ta explain his or- - 
■ ganiraticto'a atins: 

"We ate trying to alert the ; 
American people to a danger 
that exists," he said,' . * We ‘ 

are trying to res tody the source j 
q! our freedom under which 
we've attained the highest 
standard of living in the world/ 4 
ANOTHER UNIVERJUPrif of 
Houston professor. Dr CJiff Me- ] 
Cleakey, told the audience that 
mere was "basic nonsense" In 
much of the society's literature. 

"You cannot get the truth 
from the publications cif the 
Birch Society that 1 Have seen,"! 
he said t ■ 

He described the writings as | 
a 'calculated, deliberate H*, 
tempt to rewrite history/' 

The Democratic Forum h*. 
sponsored by the education and 
research commilee of the Harw 
ris County Democrats. ' ] 
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Cou rt chief jtistice aomerhof^iTS™ V^f find °PP^^ ft? 
the convention of the 22r,d DuJi-^atjon aS^ ^ fr ° m th ® 
tnot oi the American Lcgwni T. 7* „ 
here, ft will probably he ruled , D ' ,na! ' 1 PetRrs - SWmw stole 
o*jl ol f^rd^r. j Lepton commander. said j >( > v ¥ (jj 

Een C. Anting r.t 1$Z2 Nor-l° ** *1° 5 R lllC resolution if 'it 
eresl. St. commander of the •»nd‘ 1 *f Ches ttle f,r ' or ■ which he does 
District, raid in his opinion such c * ppet i( v ' t1r> ' 
a resolution would he out of or- IMLX W.AfJKJVSEfXRIt. ctvn- 
«r. mu utter of Post 52, will call the 

■ THE ttfcSourrro.Y, aimed fit ec,nvRT, tion to order at 1PM 
Chief Justice Earl Warren ^“rdayt Several 
voices one of the goals of the chairmen 
donn BfrrU Society. 

i ^ convention will I 

hPid Suturday ^-iij Stmda 
Pf nt 52 


coirm-ftttee 
vv i 11 pres en f reourts 
Ion the afternnon program, There 
!^U be a dance At $ PW. 

y Alj At 10 A?*! Sunday, Raymond 

at L 3006 Bra sos 'onsul general cl 

rNaiionaJk[ Oii?ia h vpHI jrpeafc. 
We*efc h eitifor arid puWish-1 Atl 1^ n S PWrtte &i tin al^-' 

ev nf the txjgior. pubJi^ai^n Th^!^ S * S!! ™ stilting «t 3:20 

Lewomam, ^id tbai the xes-la !; ™ efl A odiu- 

oltmort u-as approve by on fi &(r* n ,\ vvil1 ilp fitted ' fl nd in. 
Legion posts t n District jo*? 1 **;. ,/ anf * committen, 

:*nd will to the ivsoiution* “jjjlu.uwii* tho co? on resolutions 
committee. will report , ■ 

Wetch said he did mt want 4 - Mrs Sl€ila 32nd tfis 

to disclose the nainn of dw* dost lr,ct auxiliary commandct.-wil 
Tl^ resolution may die m com, pl J™ e «.«> afternoon session 
niittee, he said* Wmch .aJso legion Af 1:30 Pfl* 

AKMIXG'MD there j s re 5m f- ?■ * y A ^es Kiw^.presL 
meut among some of the L*l K 1 * cf , Auxiliary Unit 52, wQ] 
gion members who beiieve ijjWver -the welcome address 
John Birch Safety -£ mwirigl 
behind the scenes to advance 
its aims with the help cl Le¬ 
gionnaire®. ' *<, 

"And there, are some who! ap- 
P*W®. he added, ■ ’ ’ 

Arning s*jft.he « neither lbf 
y *' ^nst-ihe -Jotui Birch-So¬ 
ciety. hot is awnliing tvord from 

Amerlcankm 'Comihtaiion ‘ m 
whatjhe 'legion .policy: v^j| 
toward .die John Birch' Society. 

..Three; waelcs -ago the'ou^tnn 

th e John 

Btreh; Society Wte brought up 

r roeetin E of slate 

Le^eg r^tfBlaaU. and w H3 re - 

•KC®™ ' to ..Ifeft notional Ameri-* 
comjfijn commission, 

LS®Wj»Who: 

oaa no evidence that- Wte aritl-i 
Warren, reuolution was Intro.; 

OOcotf .arigtuolly .by-a. Birch So- 
cxety np^ijhec.- ■ : I 

. Suclv',On;action' would not nee-' 
eeoarlly,. mean that ‘ 


THE HOUSTON POST 
4-29-61 
Houston, Tease 
RE: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(HOfile; 62-1521) 
HOUSTON DIVISION 


»i rrr *;; »■“. toe.' Birch 

^eti r fa roAmg fte.^egtan 

* Welch said, >ddig; ' 
^; A _ n umber- of rth^ J > Ejects 
tudutfea) to Legion -projects* i 
For instene'e, ihey^ &rie for the 


SEARCHED 

5Ehmi_ Z'S 


IDEK£0. 


fttED. 




SjWpjW ^ toH^ 145jcart government for support* 

TtgS o * r e [guidance and niBintmincp.' 1 

K3Mty nijgg United Earlier Monday ot a press 

{Sir steMb botw^ta; confe^race, the Jd-year-okJ 'aw< 
the Oo iron uniat cooguent of the yer and founder of fho Manbi 
world end 1hg last retomnts of Forum radio program otteTpd 
hum^n freedom"—muirt declare these opinion** 
wot on Qtfribnunlmi every- lj The U. S. sfiould rend 
*^re. troops, if necessary* to chase 

^ t tell me of .the shrink- CasUo and Communism from 

S m in high places—I say to t) T&EBE t& tto p^lnt to 
m talk not to me of peace sending U. S. troops Into Laos 
a time like this, We must beent tae "It’s pest savins/' 


cgfcIndependent at £ $n\A -She 
t@3. I am fed to to'testh with 
e®iuocattos/' he said. 

W1 EIAS& any guts at ah 
would ,blpdb®d<i,- Ouh& and, 
ti&jld pro3M 4ur^ Anwsrtcfici 


I A, *"if we go down now, 
0 daad fop iQod knqwrs 
ay years. - 

tuat shore up the frayed 
1 Araortaaw p&trtottetn* 

tong too Jidve . 

nerican paMotfem tor 
l of the UN and the 
gaitlzstta of American 

s&Etfiim w>-\ 
m a vMifr titf&mt 

pmz&B QS&n of the! 
uga Sptetal apoke 
ArStellasi lemony to 

cm 

tin now Americans to 
sir c it f sen ship nsr *’e 
passport to personal r'esp^fifiibU- 
iq£ Manjtai tpM them: 

^ American cTthaSstahtp te not 
license to lean upon AmarV 


a I 'me <win fxircn>'£KJ&&c^ ci 

whitdt Meak>n to a cdg*€& mein- 
ber/ iee m r t p Wirt to ‘tw' F moral 
and legal means which are tx- 
iretoely prbper/* 

•odl Me icifid on 

bp^trvmenT to toi^Ujpgme 
Court Many SfflSlety 

members * favor torn for the: 
«ourt to the avertt 4bcy succeed 
to their campaign* to impeach! 
Chief Justice Ear! Warren. 

* Manta told reporters the Cu¬ 
ban invasion fiasco W&B a result 
of ''our Ineptitude In handling 
Communism for a long, long 
time/* 

I He was ask ad If £s- 

^t/UfitoET u, S. QdBtOfy toTOG 
to drive out Fide! 

Castro 

“t CffiteADfEY would," ha re 
piled, *1 think wove delayed to 
tog to letting everybody fntmv 
we Intend to defend thH coim- 
try 

"We flunked the Hungarian 
tesg to 79® Arp to gutti^ to 
flunk the CUban lest rwspr 

Man I on added, however* that 
he dM not beltoo force would 


■''CtASSwCC 0, M4f*iOK 
TShis Laos Is Loot 
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be necessary tn Cuba if the U. S. 
bltgntiy toJ^ fte Cuban people 
tost C&etro and Ogfinmunisn? 
mdst g&> ■' r 

"So far* wo hgvia not tome 
this," he coW. 

Tumtes 'to Lane. Mankm aate 
hehelteved tt already tofli 
to the Common bt» 

fTCglLD Btt'tfsek^ts to try 
to recapture It wtth U t S. sold 
torn*" he said. "I thtoft we have 
m&rrt Impsfrtaht fish to fry near 
hoqne, lit Cttba and Latin 
Ainsridi*- 

Mpntep said the support of 
Mm toy cpvrt&Birab Stately mem- 
hero for & Supremo Court post 
was "jutft an academic ecoo- 
lade," ' ■ * 

*Tm jdoased by the coropd- 
ment" hft sajd, "but lt*s Impofr- 
Bible, I'm-aura I would never to 
t&tolnatefi. My pottheol fumso 
is behind me, end my past fa 
before me." 

As a member of the council 
of the Btroh Socfaty, Mantfan to 



fomder* Robert Wekh, ^djaieSto to is- Hmdted govern- 

im NATUHALIXATKKP DOTS' jasnfr dtfE5^ ; the Ccetettttrtinm 1 ' 
mony was presided by Fed- ifftTSJ CAH jjevere jwsjfr - 

oral District lodge Joe Ingra- 1K ^ t oca a£tord to be 
lyun- It was apaassrod by th£ <scs-- f^tee3£3 -day .- fitfal 
Hotktoo Bar Aetfwlestan as part idebt" &© e&fai, anl 
of Its observance of Law V&y sj^rn vm &Bas& ts cfisnfto it- 
A ptedga of altesUnce to too ^ ts to UmttaJ&Hta ptocad sa 
flag was tod by Donald L u t^c fv> States Cfrirtft - 

fceiu, pant cfeto EBttsit” 

tfaa Amcfflean Lfffitoa. wbi- Ate? . £5o -talk Mfiaion wao 
trip Sarfor High School Daaft 


and Cterus sans “Tto Stosfr to 

Sp^tiglfid Bagrar/* tfdt eoffres®d "right" na the 

Monday afternoon, Monio,» haeb of ttoh to Qwfea, 

epohe to a Ejnwp of etudeate 

at Htea University as toa eifliuf^ TWBtaTel Tfes ‘Sffiftiafcao »fr 
capco d lA? W , p tibiu > fe feifftttai Wte 0 K> 

MismtoR-to&S ^tudenfe too* i n f ^ ^ 

itoftob b too j «|f t^'meotaa al Cuba woi 






tfMDEKED- 


6 scur@ Heroes 

etmbwerBkT John Birch So 
the Nazi movement and the 
cause in the Civil War all 
lav* had, eurpri&tngfy, one thing In 
fennksn. All three have sought to 
fcJJy thijir forces by citing a more 
4r less synthetic hero, really a minor 
feu re deliberately singled out for 
nib!icity. The Birch Society com* 
feemorates John Birch, an army 
ftptaln who was killed by the Chi* 
fee Communists, and is therefore 
fekoned as the first victim of the 
fed war with China. 

Jr The Nazi parallel was Horst Wes* 
a ne'er-do-well with shady a*ao- 
Jfales who was kilted in the 1930a, 
feavluE behind him an unpublished 
stag. The Horst Wesaal song was 
liken up by the Nazis and sung at 
@1 their gatherings. Few of the rank 
®id file knew anything about him 
pit that did not prevent them from 
gjoritying his name, 

S cseat Civil War parallel was 
twn, a hater of slavery 
unity had much Insanity in 
ho himself gave the appear* 
befog imbalanced. He mur* 
number of slave-holding Mis* 
during the Kansas struggle 
When both slavery and anti- 
Emmfgranta sought to secure 
for their cause, 

r um w) he invaded Virginia to start 

K w Insurrection. and captured 
derel arsenal. The arsenal was 
m;Bn^wa* executed. In Die 
of many, h te tragic death hal- 
hia previous bloody career, 
g the war thousands of North* 
ildJera sang, as they marched, 

; Brown's body lies a*moulder* 
the grave.” + 

C Without organized publicity Birch 
raid Weasel would have remained fn 
^blivion. Brown differed from both 
fg owing hi® fame largely to his own 
Efforts. He and Weeael were both 
feortfied far beyond their deserts. So 
nr material 1$ lacking for a final 
ixdgrnent on John Birch, 
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Channelview School Trustees 
Squelch Library Book Critics 


The Channelview School! 
Board has sternly reprimand¬ 
ed cntics of its library books 
as “publicity seekers . r . who 
have done damage to our stu¬ 
dents, " 

In 3 meeting Monday night, 
the hoard turned a deaf ear[ 
to attempted lectures m Ut-j 
eraturc by John Birch Society I 
member Mrs. Fay Seale and 
two other persons. 

The trustees told them 
their opinions were not want- 1 
e<L The board voted to 4, dis- i 
nense with all discussion n 


about our school library” un- library be checked for ques- 
lu Supt. H C, Schochler and tfonable books. 

But board secretary Jess 
Evans interrupted: 
j “We’ve had enough tm- 
1 favorable publicity oit this, 
land it's done damage to our 
students/’ 

Then Mrs, Seale introduced 
John H Deavours, 1422 Lorn* 
bardy, Houston, who identi- 
| fieri himself as a Baptist ley 
j man and an insuranceman. 
Deavours said he was a" 


his faculty complete an iliveS' 
ligation on library books. 

Channelview doesn't need 
[the adviqe of Houston about 
school library books. 

That’s what some Houslo- 
| mans were told Monday night 
j at a Channelview school 
board meeting that ended in 
uproar, 

Mrs. Seale, 35, of SOI Nor- 
veH, Channelview, bad tried 
to renew her demands 
that the junior high school 


THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE 
5-16-61 

Houston, Texas 
RE: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(HOf lie: 62-1521) 
HOUSTON DIVISION 


SEARCHED-™-^Jtv!l4*EU 

SERIALIZED— ~Z.FU£{lJi 

MAY1 8 1961 

Fol ■ rtow? • <£”■ 



Filppoi'ter of Mrs. Seale uA . 
added that he M infnma- 
tion from FBI,Director i. J4 i' 
gar Hoover about quesUdfe r 

able books in school libraries \ 

He didn't set very far. ■ 

rota Bin Off i 

Mrs. P P. Dillon, 706 Pern- 
fwrton Dr.. Chan Ml view,, cut 
fem-off,-easing:,: 

5£kfcy - right do« ',ne 
iiofflo *1»' our] coni munit^y 1; 
'‘TOMSfVe the ; right to celaot 
imyv^ild’s' 7 reading, but ■ 1 
don’t, want .abyohe else...Spr¬ 
ing what my child can read 
. William A. Andet, 301 

She! don Rd., Channelview, 
said: 

"l have two children 3nd 
1 don't need him telling me 
how to raise them." 

Deavours said he had some 
literature in; whiih lh 0 »«m-' 
bers might DttercstkS-Tfe- 
was told: "Just leave tt oji 
the "table and we'll look It 
ovchi" ■'> * :: 

Walter'3. WWte, 1635 
Enid. B«Wt«u who. Menu- 
rted himself vi « iactdxr of 

,the counlersubversive com¬ 
mission of the American ue- 
giotu’ i*»si.d?ftwned out by 
the uproar..., 

An unidentified man, re¬ 
portedly from Houston, tned 
to bring in a tape recorder. 

He was told to Leave. 

Board President C. U 
i Robertson also branded Mrs. 
Seale and bet followers "pub¬ 
licity seekert " Board.-mem-■ 
ber Ellis Burnham said the 
attack ob-I he school Horary 1 
■ wae "Utter sensationalism. 

I TJyana ru^de * motion. to 
eiv(t"- l :t£4' ,, -bt9CU8Sidn irirtil 
Ul«S5«i.;‘C 1 '.'-^ur person- 
,®ftW<^hrourbUuf.. 

biota xiU* fffld'iwe get- a re*' 

, rotci' tbeA., ■ ~ mr '~ 

Mrs Sedte. a taerab*fc,nf 
the John Birth Society, re- 
jaently demanded that thej 


ifhool board remove two 
books from (he library She 
charged that they were im¬ 
moral One includes writings 
from Plato that she found 
ootectio liable. the other was 
about the lives of religious 

letflnL.V 
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and advise' 


were so Intoxica ted] 

1 because they «i 
to have a legitimate complaint 


even though drunk ,L 
— (talked to them 


Name: 

Date of Birth 
Residence: . 


Name: 

Date of Birth 
Residence: 


-,_] they 

[ Joined 
r since the 


were members of the John B: 
thirty days ago and that] 
organization 1 s inception.■ 


lociety, that]_ 
has been a mei 



3 Bureau 
1 London 


MARCHES 

sewALvso 


FILED 


ACM: col 

(4) 







new 


Apparently, both 
on an organized tour with 
during the nigh t r>f May 1j 
of. alcohol wlthj^ 
to her which wereHn£3!nia3I 

to outdri nk both _.— 

complaintr 

in spite tiian anyrnihg el' 

Insisted she is a Coraniunist but can give no evidence to 
support their allegation. 


□ I are travelling 

and others and 
consumed large quantities 
L-karious amorous advances 

_| was obviously able 

■“4 It appears that their 
I at 6:00 a.m, was more 


were so Communist-ridden that they would not dare approach the 
Embassy and stated that this Communism in Government was'res- 
ponsible for the Cuban situation and under no circumstances 
did they feel that they could take their problem to the ; 
American Embassy. ■ * - ; - 


arrived | p n May 9* 1961, on an organized 

tour under th fe Auspices of the Wynmnn rnmmny* - and 

are scheduled! on Hay 

12, 1961. The—t-uur is to continue 'until the end of May and 
they will'.return to the United States on approximately May 29 


Uiere is no record of I _|o: 

in the indices of this office and this ma' 
to the BUreau 1 s attention for Information 








ber 1 adviser to the President.'* 

Halil* accused MrCleskey ot 
becfdnp: the question nn White '* 
f>r>si and asked: "Whiil ■ Ihe tlil-, 
f(*n , ftL , e 7” 

'■II you don't kniAv dir differ’ 
ence Mr Hollis/‘ McOskry re¬ 
plied, you're not qualified to 
mm about this, 

+< A*sifcLftm secretaries si* a 
dime a doze n in Was bin Eton 
There art only 19 underscore* 
t erics. There are hundred* of 
as si stent secretaries.’'' 

THE MEETING, sponsored by 
the liberal Harris County Dem¬ 
ocrat took place at the North* 
west YMCA at U34 West 34th 
Avenue 

McOeakey was on a panel of 
three speakers who discussed 
ways of fighting Oommuniai oth¬ 
er than through organization* 
such as the John Birch Society 
and the Christian Ami-Commu¬ 
nism Crusade* 

The other speaker* were 
.tames Gough, on associate law 
professor at the University of 
Houston, and the Rev Lewis A. 

McAdfm of Bethany Christian 
Church, who was recently elect¬ 
ed president of the Association 
of Churches of Greater Hous¬ 
ton. 

The meeting, despite i o m e 
fomk exchanges, was general' 
iy good-natured, 

Hollis explained amid laugh 

ter that he had showed up be- THE HOUSTON POST 

cause he was ''interested in ex ^ -e* 

trerxust political organizations' 1 J k 

after questions by ^ Houston. Texas 

<*rsl others^ Hollis returned tr * 

the issue of While and Hiss ond pp . q^utr t/hTM hT 1 

*\ked McCleskey if he approved ^ * X HL JvnH D1. 

of Communists in high govern* IN FORMAT KIW 

: frn^flatly Insulted by that (HOfiUdPT 

question, Mr Hollis/* MrdeskeyunngTrtN ILTvT QrlML 
replied “T haven't Implied sny n W&iUH I^IV l^JXW 


Subversive 


* &y HAfiflU) scAitrrrr 

A Houston conservative leader 
showed up *1 a Democratic 
Forum meeting Monday night 
and dueled with liberal speakers 
over how best to fight Commu- 
ftism* 

The weapons were tongues at 
10 paces 

Cifff McClesfcey, an assistant 
professor at the University of; 
Houston, started the set-io by 
contending that many anli-Com- 
miBiista hereabouts are too "lg v 
no rant and ilKinfrirmed" for; 
their jobs. i. 

The political acience teacher, 
Insisted that the major danger 
from Communism U oversea* 
not Inside the United States, 

IK A qUEfiHON period later. 
William N. I Bill) Hollis rose to 
challenge MeOeskcy. Holli* i* 
the assistant Male director of 
^reedom^iiKAc.tlon,. a conserve-j 
live political education group. 

Hollis asked what about Harry; 
Dexter White as under secre-, 
tery of the treasury and Alger 
His* who wa* ‘ the Number 1 
adviser" to President Roosevelt. 

■'Now that illustrates the Im- 
portanre of my point about luck 
cm knowledge/' MeCteakey re* 
tutted. 

' Harry Dexter White wav noi 
imdersoeretary o< ttte Itmsttr* 
And Alger Hiss was not a Nunv 


vAY2 C, 1961 
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Hama race raots to Supreme i years has created an early re-’nist or Communist sympathiser 

Court,decUiofts to the United sponse of fear, 11 he said, which, in country in jail or conceti- 

askerl bland]v iMaftbfifi. has resulted in criticism of suchi! : [' ation l ^ a ?J l P g 

asxen oiancjy. i lf . * .__ . , _ „ _ 1L lit wouldn t m the least hurt Mr 

Hollis replied that Freedom^ Hough maintained that Chn^jinternational bodies as ^Khrushchev's plan to bury 'tf. 

in Action had open as well at 1 munifl - hunting vigiiantea can'United Nations and the World! m jg^t even help him/* 

rlosed meetings. -‘lead to lynch mote/ 1 He saidjCoundl of Churches. U -— 

*‘Y™* told meetings of the surlitaciic* should be fought; He aaid the global for ces 

Dftmnrraiic executive commit- M 'by feposutc, by Hhei suit* and*which caused those organize 

tee and you don't invite me/']** 1 ^ marketplace of ideas/*,lions would never be stopped by 

Hollis countered “I've seen youj Rev MoAdow sard modem; critical people, 

have lunch with Mi’s Frankiej transport a lion and communica- McClcskey, in asserting Jhu 

Randolph «nd 1 wasn’t invited '" lion had thrown the world's pea-[the real Communist threat be* 

The talks and questions at the P 1 * suddenly together. overseas, raid: 

.meeting skipped from the Ala-' “THIS ONRUSH of recent! **We could put every Com mu- 





Amateurs and Vigilantes Can't 
Fight Communism, Forum Told 


BY WALTER MANSELL ,H C. McCIcskey, 1720 South- 

tnwlcta Stift 1 ElUJfe, l', Of H. 3SSist3Ht pfO 

Communism Is a crime, and ^sso r u . . . 

smateurB and vigilantes M«- i(h| sUr P t ^ hlfi ^ that he \ 
not combat it* Or, I was at the mceUng neither as 

Gough. University of Houston f a Liberal nor a a a conferva- 
assistant law professor. tnl(J;tive v but to speak on commit'. 

the Democratic Forum Mon-!™*™- * i 

| Dr. McAdow urged that! 

day Dtgnii communism be taught in high j 

Dr Gough spoke on corn* schools and colleges 4< on an 1 
mumsm at the forum, sprm-johjective basis by reputable 
_ A professors who use origins* 

Warns’^rCCfi art ^ wh ° a1 * ow frC£w 

nl m J ^ J* hej dor " <> f discussion, as con- 

m? ? Im n i^^nr - \%ia W tr38te<1 to self-styled lecturers 
Northwest Y.M.C.A., 1234 w wfm use mstena , mil nf em . 

34111 text,” 

Tbe proceedings were en- Dr MeAdmv accused Rob- 
livened by questions from ert Welcfl folln(1cr 0 f ihe 
members of the conservative ]Jotm Bln .|, Society, of moral 
John Birch Society and Chris- frow^ntice in failing to back 
fan Anti-Com mumini Cru-i^p ^ charge that 7000 
sade. organizations dedicated ; cleri , ymell ; n this country 
to fight-subversion, and Free- U re Communists or Commu- 
dom in Action, [nist dupes. 

Other Speakers j Or. McAdow said not more 

Other speakers were Rev.!t ban 25 clergymen, mostly 
Lewis McAdow, 4610 Ram elderly and retired, may 
ning. pastor of Bethany have been dupes of the Com- 
Chrtstlan Church and presi- munists. 
dent of the Assn of Churches Gough, 3025 Glen Haven, 
of Greater Houston, and Dr. jdefmcd true liberals "as 
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"Those who distrust fellow 
Americans as disloyal or sub¬ 
versive h?ve far more id 
common with communism or 
the totalitarianism of th* 
right wing than do liberals 
he said. 

He defended the right of 
Congress tc appoint panels 
such as the House un-Ameri¬ 
can activities committee al¬ 
though ne doubted if this is 
a function of state legisla¬ 
tures 

Slurp Questioning 

j TYIcCle&key came under 
■sharp questioning about a 
statement that international 
communism* not internal 
sources, is the real IhreaL to 
this country* 

McCleskey charged that in¬ 
ternational communism's mil¬ 
itary power and economic 
pressure are the real dangers 
to this country, 

'if we hunt witches* we di¬ 
vert attention from the real 
problem/' he said. 

Later he was asked by Wil¬ 
liam N, Hollis. 9023 Ilona, as¬ 
sistant state director of Free¬ 
dom in Action, whether he 
considered Communists being 
in positions of importance in 
the government a real dan¬ 
ger. 

White. Hiss Cases 

Hollis cited Harry Dexter 
White, onetime assistant sec¬ 
retary to the treasury, and 
; Alger Hiss, whom he termed 
"the No 1 adviser to the 
President/’ - 

‘i don't mean there should 
not he a security check." Mc- 
Cleskey said. "I would point 
out that Hiss was convicted 
and was put away They may 
have had some limited im¬ 
pact * But the major threat 
is international communism/' 






foehove Afarmjfogty Alike'—-Bishop Hines v 

nutics or John Birch Society 
Compared to Those of Reds 


By MARE DAU2LAISE 
Press Staff Witter 
Use Right Reverend Tote 
Hln«a of the Bfctocopal 1 Oteon 
of Tor as today compared the qfr- 
eration* of Urn John Birditril to 
that of the Communistic 
' In An edttoriAl In the .,dio- 
Icese'a official publication, the 
Texas Churchman, Bishop Hines 


deaJ with It* avowed g » *> 
dIk, Inasmuch od Ite tyaJ^ Sn* 

wlUlln **te brifbt rtramnnd* 
ttes of free Inquiry «o4 fratraryi ^ 
melted usflnnmy to the (rath* 
"And — on dor normal ra nd I - 
f iHms—a free society cbatd .Atao 

^ wftt fte temstoe fta4 fe*d? 

“Bat, ttw rarsMnaUou, Me 
TntiglT! i i strong* olttitto* (tau&y Ob- 

' c}sam & *¥ the noualroa to 
BB^MaBEaK.- l be mne) wfci A hardship from 

^SSHjSE£jS^^& V r* vWfth 4 <w «***! b« tt right 
JSM&g§&&g$£ l- to .MM- 

vJ Bishop Hinas said the behavior 

8M-T8WH^fe^if °*' ®*tob ho disapproves tb^4) 

ajrahWBjH MMB JpjLJ a: tVttft b* «xsaolc 4 of ^owed ccd? \ 

sitea pf the groat :>i 

But, he the and- 

m *t rair^mte4A< 

^rOoMa" cairijpt Ite: * hUpM 
for. "111311147 

C<wip urdst-t^ps .bs&n.fftn arsons 

bishop hi we g Tta2^fflS^hurc4in() m, bM 

ithe bishop, * t umter the guise d 
__ righting Uve .totalitarian* tooi* 

Those groups, said the bishop, adopt their methods, and 
re trying to do these thing*: are corrupted by their u&etiilfj&l 

1* Lindt butntry, mUonahzjatlon*- 

Z. Ported differed of epln- Quote* Ntetuche 

^ ... The htehap finkhod hu edi- 

I, Decide te other* wlut b u>rtai with a quoto from the 
Mthfind wissr for Umm to philosopher Ntetesche, of whom 
tad and how. he said that G&irktla&s would 

Then, said the bishop; not five complete appro**! teit 

-. _ __ . . _ __ could find aoma cl hie insights 

-It te WtM y that orory Don «a» had -jn«tmy*" 

loty boo to pacta fhvmicO «wh Hi* Quote bou Kietsche;' V 
pevtedtalteiwff« tef«elE3»* *bn n b* tn frhttar n 


I said Birchrn ' behave alarmingly 
[like the Comm utxisU say subver- 
isires* ought to behave to he sue* 
easeful against a free society/' 
tn Pvtimbi 

in particular, the bishop re- 
rferrod to these Bo tjpi- 

eol ol the society, 

L Methods of fnrtiaairt 

siifdi as tatopjK&io calk Id tha 
xmqfl boom af^ib ahbt 
i InsUteaM upon u type «f 
nftq Erection lug obedience b or* 
dera from 

The Texas Churchman, dis¬ 
tributed in 5T counties, was re¬ 
ceived today by on estimated 
25.000 Eptocopollens. 

The bishop** editorial opened 
with what ha caned an Indirect 
quote of “a eontxmeo from game* 
one of acute lStetehL H 
The sentence said: 

B Ood save me from try friends. 


We sold "shrinking area* of |&- 
dtvldtiol Qeedom'' ore under ot- 
toA pot Ab by OtteDuabb 
and fascists but by **lfaft aouzu! 
and Buy of mint greupo," 


THE HOUSTON PRESS 
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AiYSimiCAL EXTREMISM' . 


Rt. Rev, John Hlttfts, 
bishop of (he fipiseepal Difr 
oeee of Texas, warned hie dio¬ 
cese Wednesday that ox- 
ceases of the "nidical right'' 
art shrinking the living room 
of genuine conservatives and 
tending to make them "lib¬ 
erals.” 


the cofmomtlve’B mission by 
arrogating to its hysterical, 
extremism the conservative'a 


Bishop Hindi said in an edi¬ 
torial in the Toaas Church¬ 
man. official publication of 
lh« diocese, Uiat.the “radical 
right longs, to bo called con¬ 
servative but has "fouled up 


t*[label ” 

He saw the John Birch i 
n f Society, “a gross offender, 
a | behaves alarmingly lifta the 
** CommunletB ray subversives 
ought, to be euccessful 
j. agstnrt a-free society,’* 
l- BlBhop HITk-s raid “hafasj- 
f went such aetelophotu eallo 
1 In the email hours of tbs 

- nl 8 h l- unquestioning ob®dt- 
j ence to orders from above 

ana pionung seeds of dtainm 
without teapot* for etWcal 
Cbneldorotlona” ore actions 
expected of the enemies of 

freed om. 

Bishop Hltws said. “Shnnfi* 
tng orafla of individual froo* 
tfonfa si^ wafer incroawd 
burden el attaelt from trad- 
ous groups who*® Inordinate 
teare betray them into at 
tempts *o limit inquiry, for¬ 
bid divergence of opinion 
within ranks and decide what 
is haaitbjr and nica tit oth¬ 
ers to rtfld and he*r fi 
“Every free society has to 
pasa tbrwu$i avich a period to 

- reach ' teal maturity and ts 

equi^d„k», deal with {to 
He.baaon tha ofUtorkl by 

wyln&f “(Jed eav« mo from 


H«P« 7 "K 5 - 

fwf fges^Unf OMmiaa.*’/ 
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Meet the man whose 


FRIDAY and SATURDAY, 
JUNE 16-17 


is America's largest and fas teat- 
growing anti-comm uniat organi¬ 
zation. Founded and directed 
by Evangelist Billy James 
Hargis, its headquarters are 
in Tiilsa, Oklahoma. You are 
urged to join Christian Cru¬ 
sade's fight to awaken the 
millions of complacent Ameri¬ 
cans to the danger* of Com¬ 
munism! 


TO 


COMING 


Force Manual Controversyt Hear Dr. Billy 
James Hargis, the renowned anti-communist 
leader* as he brings you documented, authentic 
facts about communist infiltration in our 
churches .., our schools our government. 

Hear the TRUTH about America’s most 
deadly enemies .. . hear startling facta about 
the Supreme Court.., the United Nations ... 

-Foreignr-Aid-^t-JEapiomige-r^-and^many-other ^— 
vital subjects. 


CHRISTIAN CRUSADE 


..68SM-(SESTIH6S - — 

wAinir mm school auditorium 

34tfc S6f(s®if HOUSTON 
Frldoty soad Soflitristy, ione 16-17, 7:30 p.m. 

Spodior«d bp: fifk & 12t4 Ctnfmifoitl DliHhft 
Awaritas l4|l«t to Qatar Stbttrtlra CenalHtr 


Christian 

Crusade 

RADIO 


XEG 1050 

Monlerrey. Mtxi 


'k%r^r‘ 


.. Cofd u» , 

ADMISSION FREE! PUBLIC INVITED! £ ■ fci" 

77>/f A a 0 '-f~y£ 0 ^ 

&, ) c . .A /)/1> s/]oa //> Be- /a/ X &-ftT€J> ( 
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‘LEAVE WORK TO FBI’ 

Prominent John Birch 
Member Here Resigns 

By If AHOLD SCARLETT fauihmized lawful organisations 
. such as the FBI 

Mrs W. L. Goldstar* t a prom-, Mrs the widow of a 

ineni Houston member of the \ wr>|^kltcrtm oilman, said a num- 
John Birch fvoriety. disclosed Q j f^'iends were leaving 
Frtday that she Las quit BirL!l Sociot y fo r the same 

militant right-wing group. reason. 

'*( do not believe in faking ihe^ imagine most of the chap- 
law into my own hands, 1 * she t er j belong to will resign/* she 
told Robert Welch, the society j « j* aboul 20 or 25, 

leader, to a letter of resigns- members *' 
t»on + IvMRS CiOLDSTON* a member 

MRS GOIMTON rebelled at, tar about two years, is one of 
a request by Welch that mem-tll Te*an$ on the ROetoty* cojn- 
hers help him build up a Lie onimittM of endorsers The eom- 
ipading American liberal, S.> mittee includes some well- 
i-iajists nod Communist sympa- known people across the coum 
t hirers, I try who agreed to let Welch uset 

' I see no value lo such a list]their names in promoting the 
and have no access lo doeu-;controversial society, 
mem erf evidence on any per-! At the society headquarters in 
son, 1 * she w rote Welch. **i be- j Belmont, M^s. an aide to Welch 
lirve in lea\ ing such work to[hart no comment on the resigns- 


t\on. 

Tltomas Hill, director of field 
rxiwiile®, said Mrs Golds ton's 
loiter hud not reached there yet 
It v as mailed Thursday, 

Asked if the society has had 
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I issues on which the J^inTJircb 
other resignation® from ncflsasj® 0 * 1 ^ 

the country for the same reason, «*** that Jt *sa shanje to waste 

Hin rpnTierf' \U*M and talent cm things which 

' , . [win accomplish no purpose. 1 ' 

-No. we have not. | about t*> r letter. 

IK HIS JIXY bulletin to GoMuton flcUed this point 

bers, Welch asked their help in: 'Before, we've dealt with i$- 
i gelling “the background, con-] Btftt _ ^ people. This was a 
ineetions and acthitie* of aJUhei new departure. 1 think other 
leading liberals i including. oi.p^p^ have Qs much right 
course, those comsymp* ini U[ ^ liberals as I have to be 
dupes h" conservative/' 

Ccunsymps is a word coined j MH6 GOLD8TOK Is the widow 
by Welch tor Communist symbol Walter U.G^ktetoq, who died 
pathizers to 1357 and left an estate of 

Welch estimated to the buUe- «■< Million. Mr* Gridstrm now 
tin that there are "not more manages the ,, 

than 300,080 -to 500.000 Comma. She Raid afcs tjad been an ov& 
niats" in the U. S„ with ■'no* nary member the aociety, pay- 
more than a million Mts, dupes ***$ ^ regular wom^n * dues 

and sympathliera." <* M> “ JS Bh * ^ ad 

M „ u t iA . ^ pot taken a 11.080 life member* 
Mr» GoWrton^aaW the first shj M hKjonee made a email 
read of Ihe We project m a donati(m t0 ^ 0ocietJP 

! i eW ' S . . S il ry hfu d t dld n ° .T Mrs Golds! on said there *p- 

rt until Her bulletin einved Later. to ^ B ^a ble revo i, 

IV BER RESIGNATION let- among nocie'ty members here 
ter, she said she had been proud Against Welch's file project, 
to be a society member up until] she Akard Beall, a fco- 

recently and had tried to help L^ty coordinator here, told her 
Houston papers Hearn the truth daaghter that a number of mem- 
about the society and stop print- U^n had" complained to him 
tog false reports on it." 'about it, 

Her letter concluded; ] Beall could not be found tor 


“I feel there are so many vital j comment 
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1 / 11/62 


RAC, HOHRTON 


FROM: SA 


SUBJECT: JOHN BIRCH SOC/ETY 

INFORM ATION•CONCERHING 


On 1/11/62 


appeared at the Houston Office 


on 1/11/62 and furnished the following information 
Both advised that they aref 


They advised that they are under- the supervision of 


They advised that just 


recent!y 


Both 


advised that several 


representatives in the State of Texas legislature have introduced 
8 bill to abolish the.Harris County School District. They advised 
that on Saturday, January 13,'1962 at 2:00 there is going to be 
a meeting at the Criminal Courts Building, Houston, Texas. They stated 
that the purpose of this meeting.is to justify this maintaining 
aforementioned office. Both advised they have received information 
to the effect that several members of the John Birch -Society will be 
present at the meeting and are alleged to be behind the abolishment 
of the Harris County Superintendant*s Office. 









7/17/65, Chicago/ Ill 
VICTIM - ITSP 




FDr203 fftev* J*MZ) 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


rE - 10 / 12/62 


□ ci njsi 


; gjpct rri pst 


subject: 


Doles of Contact 


Titles and File Jte on which cornacle 


purpose and results of contacts * V- ■ ' ' ♦ ' " " . ' 

r □negative ' ^ ** ^ “ V j;, . / 

g positive Inft advised that he had no Information on the above, 
but would be alert for any info that might come to his attention, 

Inft ad vised that he wha recently told by a l I 
I ~ ~ ~ ~~lwho resides on I__ the following; 


' I indicated to her that he r Is a member of^bhe JOHN 

rtrch itftftipfa.. at-.nt-.arf that his organi zation has a contact at 
the] |by the name of} [w^ o lets- themknow when 

ships dealing With dommunlat count ries are I 1 SO 

that t hey can get the pickets ou t. ] [ indicated that ne is one 

of the I ~ Tfor such picketing. , 


f~ 1 Informant cartlfied lhat he has J Rating 
furnished all Information obtained , 4 

by him sine* last contact. yg| 

Personal Data , . 


£ ,,-; 


Coverage 


1 - 87-6678 
1 - 62-1521> 


\b6 T 
b7C -> 








dnttrb States department of 2U*sti f r* 

C^s 

Littlfa Rock, Arkansas . 
>'.'■>;! October 30/ JS82 ! j 


SEARCHED. 


.INDEXED 
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ASSOCIATION OF ARKANSAS KLANS 
OF THE KG KLUX tCLAK (k\ K)_ 

A source advised on April 22, 1959 ? as follows: 

AAK was formed on April 21. 1959, at Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas, for the purpose of promoting white supremacy and 
segregation of the races but violence was disavowed. Leaders 
of AAK were previously members of the Original Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan (OKKKK), GEORGE F^ EOWARDES, Grand Dragon of 
OKKKK for the State of Arkansas, was carried over as the 
Grand Dragon of the new organization, AAK. A source advised 
that on August 11, I960, GEORGE F. EDVfARDES disavowed violence. 
Another source advised that on January 21, 1962, the new Grand 
Dragon, BILL WILLIAMS, disavowed violence. GEORGE F. EDWARDES 
is the Legal Counselor of the AAK. Another source stated 
the ritual used by OKKKK is taken from the ’’K lor an” of the 
Association of South Carolina Kl&ns of the Ku Klux Klan 
(ASCK) . 


Regarding the ASCK, the following is noted: 

A source advised on September 24, 1956, that the 
ASCK was organized in the fall of 1955 and IS patterned after 
the Association of Carolina Klans (ACK). The source stated 
the ASCK is a new organization and not a re-birth of the ACK, 
although all high-ranking officials of the ASCK had been members 
of the ACK. The announced purposes of this organization are to 
promote white supremacy and to combat integration of races 
however, the use of violence is disavowed. 

A source advised on September 2, 1950, that the ACK 
was composed of groups formerly members of the Association of 
Georgia Klans (AGK), and although the ACK severed all connections 
with the AGK on November 14, 1949, the ideals, purposes and 
policies of the two organizations remained identical. The ACK 
became defunct after conviction and imprisonment of its highest 
official and other members in 1952. 

The AGK has been designated by the- Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 













10/30/62 


XittloBock (100-3306) 


2.T#Kt 

■J i#-.-. ■ ' *■ 


itRIAUZEflt. 


Director, FBI 


. » . - , , *■ ’| T .< is. ♦ ' ; -ii" . . t i <■ ;. , ■ J :-^ /n Wl , ' 'zt I v ^ 

^ v; ? vpp : *>/:■ >>-: V i 

pPy\/-. >**••. OTii"MsteH-swiwr^T; : -■WjC’S : -v - - 

Sc.^v 'nraliin «:coscabiqq • 4 •** -*?~S*? t uv '•.- ' • p- 
m •• •. ■•• (iftriBKU. ascoaiTy) • -• - *.> 7yt 7 f*' ■ <.. ■ ■- 

P 'S-S . ? £ 

-.- - d * i,l‘ Enclosed herewith >to the Burnu are the original 


v.Y to Houston is one copy of this le tterhead memorandum for■/' p 
:, r/Y information incs mich as ] I address Is listed as JP,. 

,,'PP j j A copy of this letterhead neaoramlinB has P- 

p"p been furnished toU. 3. Attorney/Little Rock; however, no 
f^V->r - copy ;i» being furnished to INTC f Little Rock, since they 
» p pare the source of the information. P. . '* ' P -,* 

--..'O ■. *;■ ■ • •: ■ .i-., ■■ ' : V ■■. xk'A^ ■ ■ ■' : ; : ; ;sr. V .*;■,. .._. ■gyu 

The confidential source referr ed to by HCTC31HS0S 


fa 2 '..v'■■ H-v "for the Information of the Bureau, the Arkansas 

b7D Vlnutemen Afieoclattop referred to ;_ic the attached letterhead 
nemorandum la not an organization as such; however, it Is 
b J\ another name utilized by the JPine Bluff, Arkansas, Klavem 
. .. of the Association of Arkansas Elans of the Ku Kltnc Klan. : 

•“ % v 3».- : >aT^ , -ZK - - *■ l -i - : P'!-iJ'-.-'.'t . P--•£:.' v - '! • ’ '. r * 

_... ■ v.^ > \r .*. ■■“ -• ':o; ••' v* ' ' * •; * Styki** 

-P ^ Identitv of Informant■■:.-> • r*^- -"'-P F'ile Where Located ■ **'-7’ 
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Birch 



Sets Houston Hq, 


The John Birch Society will 
incorporate in Texas and open 
offices here that will be. head-j 
quarters for the entire Sooth* 

' probably within the .next two; 
weeks*” The Press learned today.; 


, Phillip Blair - Jones, Houston 


area coordinator, said. CL O. 
Mann of Odessa, coordinator for 


j. this six-state region*. will file in- 


^corporatitm papers in Austin 
within a few days, 

SOUTHERN REGION 


Texas Will become one of aev-| 


sml states, including Massachu- 
tets and CaUfomia* in which the 
f ight-wlng society Is Incdrporat; 
td, Top society officers, header 


by founder Robert Welch* will' 
be named as incorporators. 


The organised region will In¬ 
clude all the , Southern states, 
Oklahoma and New Mexico and 
will be t the second regionLtoJje 
so centrall 2 ed + Formerly, the 
South, like the rest of the coun¬ 
try except the West Coast* op¬ 
erated under, direct supervision ^ 
ttf the Birch home office In Bel- 
moot, Mass, 

1 CLAIM FAST GROWTH 

\ Local Birch leaders are search- 
; ins for suitable offices in Bous- 
1 ton for the regional headouar- 
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Bircher Links Americans, Red Gains 


P® M.AN10N 

5 persona at/ the 
Forum in the Rice 


/ BY PAUL HOUSTON % 

x f Chronicle Reporter . - 

Y “Every inch of Corn munis t 
conquest since 1933 - is the di ¬ 
rect'responsibility of the Arner-, 

cons M tutional p^^J||lw; 
lawyer and lead- FJUf : ^1 

er in the John/KflHK^ [ 
Birch Society ffSPffv 1 
said 

lige of law, wjJfBwp™^ 
Addressed jpO persons at/ the 
Americanism Forum in the Rice 

mr m / ' -- 

' “Communism represents the 
negation of all the moral prin¬ 
ciples of international law for 
me past few centuries/ 1 he said 
[“When President RooseveB 
recognized the Soviet govern! 
iient in 1933, it was a moment 
pregnant with evil.” 

“Immoral Concept** 

The result, he said* has beem 
“a demoralization of the Ameri¬ 
can people toward an immoral 
concept of peace/* * * ' . ' 

**We have become a. perverts 
people, impervious to the fact 
we are a part of .Hie crime of 
blackmail, murder, slavery and 
sabotage the Communists have 
delivered to the world. 

“When you associate with im¬ 
moral people, you must compro¬ 
mise your moral principles/* he 
said. * 

“We should withdraw recog¬ 
nition of Russia immediately. 
There is no legitimate Commu¬ 
nist government/ 1 
^Manion termed the world p4, 
itical conflict today “a battli 
Between Americanism and coni 
iiunism/* I 


firmatLons* 1 of Americanism: 

• .God exists and we depend 
Jon him for life, - 

• Everyone has personal re¬ 
sponsibility/. ^ ; y : "~r ^; J 

„ • There, is cons titutlonal 
ernment. Which keeps the gov- 
emipent/jijiuted jn* the interest 
of personal fi^edom, liberty and 
responsibility' . 

j « Everyone has a right to owj i 
jersonal property and dispens 
with j it as * he pleases. 11 ' * * |>l 

He/saidjeommun&m “aimrto; 
j destr oy all four principles/*:„ 

\ Maniori Is a member of the 
executive council 1 of ; the right 
wing John, Birch "Society. For. 
eight years ^he has/directed the 
“ Man ion Fomm// a weekly ra- 

f lip and television program fea* 
wring intej’vie’ivs with conservat¬ 
ive busiifessy and political fig- 
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Birch Group 
To Operate 
In Houston 


Chrmiici* Austin Bureau 

Atistin^The John Birch &H 
Inc,, has qualified ‘‘toj 
'onduct affairs" in Texas, witli 
teadquarters in Houston. 
Secretary of state Crawforfl 
lartin s office Tuesday aj£ 
roved the right-wing political 
location organization’s appJi- 


he socie^ The business at 
iress is/Suite G, 7603 Hillcrol 
ilgL. Houston: 


SEARCHED . 
SERIALIZED. 


MAR- .11364 
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Houston, Texas 
HO f i 1 e c :"6T-tSSEP 



SEARCHED,, 

SERIALIZED. 


..INDEXED. 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
file No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDESAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
March 30, 1964 


JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 


"The Austin Statesman", Austin, Texas, 
March 27, 1964, contained the following article: 

"BIRCH CHARTER GIVEN; 

TO OPEN OFFICE HERE 

"The John Birch Society Friday held 
a Texas charter as a non-profit corporation, 
and will open state headquarters in Austin, 

"Secretary of State Crawford Martin 
announced approval of the charter on 
application of Charles 0. Mann of Odessa, 
who filed the statutory trust deposit of 
$50 as registered agent of the new 
corporation. 

'?The corporate purpose was stated 
! to promote civil interest in national 
and International affairs by an educational 
program.' 

"National headquarters of the 
John Birch Society are located in Belmont, 
Mass., home of its president and founder, 
the.candy manufacturer Robert Welch. 

"Membership activities of the society 
among Texans so far apparently have been 




APR 2 13$ 

FBI — HOUsTO/ 





* a 



;j % 

JOHN EIRCH SOCIETY 


carried on by representatives of the 
national headquarters. There was no 
indication in the filing of the charter 
papers of the extent of recruitment plans 
the Texas unit of the national body may 
undertake." 

The following appeared in the "Austin 
American Statesman", Austin, Texas, on March 28, 1964; 

"BIRCH SOCIETY 
IS CHARTERED 

"For what it's worth, the report cornea 
in that the John Birch Society is now an 
officially chartered Texas non-profit 
educational corporation. 

"A charter was granted by the state. 

■The new corporation will set up shop in 
Houston to carry on its declared purpose of 
’promoting civil Interest in national and 
international affairs by an educational 
program.'" 


2 
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Date: 

3/30/64 
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(Type in plain text or code) 

1 

1 

AIR MAIL 


1 

i 


(Priority or Method of Mail tog) 


TO: 

FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, SAN ANT0NI0^60-9455) (p) 


SUBJECT: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of 
letterhead memorandum setting forth Information concerning 
the above captioned which appeared In Austin, Texas, 
newspapers on March 27, 1964, and March 28, 1964. Two 
copies each of the letterhead memorandum are being 
disseminated to the Secret Service, San Antonio, one 
to OSI, one ONI, 1 112th INTC and two copies for each 
of the Texas offices. 


Bureau (Enc. 8) 
Dallas (Enc. 2) 
Houston (Ef” 

El Faso 
2 - San Antoni 
GWHC/mjb 
( 11 ) 


;rm; 

RM 


TM 

:rm 


<2 




Approved: 


Sent 
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Society's Members Pushing / 
Campaign to Elect GoldwTO# 


BY SAUL FRrEQMASi , 

Hopm^pOi ride ^thit-crest of 
the cafv^ign for Sen*-,-Barry 
{ GoldwaM** the John Birch So- 
1 ciety i5?ihe Houston area is 
* stepping ;up its drive for new 
7 mk&befs. - ! 

’ jAt the’sajue time, the nght-, 
sang society's members are 
V stepping up participation M r the 
1 doldwafer 1 ^campaign. r( , | 

i ■___ ¥■ _. i 


This is the. word Mm the 
ciety T s In 1 i-ti m e^ooFdtoatorj 
tee> Philip Blair* 'Jonesf ^ ^ - 

The society has schedujj^ffE 
spot announcements on^tadjoj 
this week and next, caUmjgj^ 
people to drop to at itegegigg 
ly opened. Southwest h^gjKj| 
ters at 760J Hillcroft^iiear 
Sharpstown, 

One of the paid spot announce 
meats says, in part: "Tlje^ent 
Republican ccnvenUon^/feejced 
around the labels of 'moderates;* 
‘extremists 1 and the John JJircji 
Society. Although no one sojJght 
to define these labels, the 
erately* Republican and the 
'moderately' American orators 
usually tried to link up Ex¬ 
tremists and the Birch So? 
ciety. ' ^ - 1 

"Just what is an extremist?, 
For that matter, just,whatsis 
the John Birch Society? . /. Dp 
you want to take the wbrd of 
some political orators? Or would 
you like to find out for your* 
self?*" . < \ 

Another of the announcements 
says, in part: „ the 'ex¬ 

tremely 1 Americans {at the Re* 
publican convention) saluted the' 
society as a dynamic force for 1 
progress in American ideals/ 1 
Sending Statement 
In addition to the radio an¬ 
nouncements, the society Here is 
sending out 10,000 copies of a 
statement of the "beliefs and 
principles of the John Birch So¬ 
ciety" as it was Inserted' to the 
Congressional Record by John 
H, Bousselot of California, June 
113* l3S2 t when he was a U.S, 1 
representative. 

Bousselot, defeated hi his at- 
irajjfo&L second term, hats 


Wkn the society’s district, gov- jj Book Cites "TreriS 
f emor for the six Western states, j it purports to show that trea* f 
j As part of the campaign to step i son exists to government, labor 
up activities of the Birch 4i So- unions, the communications me- 
cipty, Rousselot has become itaL ‘ dia* education and the churches, 
final director of public relations s Jones s a id an anonymous donor 
Hops. bought 75,000 copies for the so* 

Press releases will be issued I ciety with the provision that they 
oh his orders from the society's be given to graduating high 
office to Belmont, Mass., San school students. Hundreds were 
Marino, Cah, and eventually dist ributed in ilpustga ^) 
Chicago and Houston, . Ag e I oh sn outlet 

Queries on Membership jhereior ?ignt^wmg and Birch So- 

The "open-door" policy of the | ciety. literature. Is selling Gold' 
society, the Republican conven- jwatetf sweatshirts, Goldwater 
tion and the nomination of'Sen, icalendars, a new book/'A Choice 
Goldwater have resulted in a Not An Echo/' by Mrs. J3glljs 
flurry of inquiries about mem- t S gh fifty , atf 4 Uliw i s - Rcptifr j 
bership, Jones said, * i SEISMS has ordered 13;50D 

No instructions on the'part cop i4s of M A Texan Looks at 
, members , are to play iiL the 1 Lyndon/ 1 an anti-Johnson book 
Selection campaign have pome r by J- Evetts Haley, a Canyon 
I’from the national headquarters \> rancher, 
jin'.Belmont, Jones said. 1 Warren Ouster Pushed 

0 None is expected, said Jones r ||siiDucing- the campaign the so- 
I emphasizing that the society ; ciety f s members will be asked 
ytakfejs no position as to parties' to continue the group's contimi- 
prjeandidates. Society founder] ing r campaigns to impeach Su- 
Robert Welch long has -preme Court Chief Justice Earl 

jGqjdwater supporter v-v ^ Warren; get the United States 
“‘The overwhelming majority i; ou t of the United Nations, and 
of our members will be siip-|, paS s the "liberty amendments" 
/porting Goldwater," he said,,, abolishing income tax and pro- 
r "but they wdl be doing so, asij hibititig the government from 
individuals/' competing with business. 

Members are experienced at. 0 matter what happensfin 

organization, letter-writing and < November," Jones said, "the la-! 
phone^alling, Jones said,, and ciety is going to be around In 


1 1 they will be working for Gold- < 
\ water. I 

_ .Through the national headquar-- 
■ ters, the society >s distributing; 

; throughout the nation thousands 
i of copies of a new book, "Nonej 
j Dare Call It Treason/' fry Jahqj 
I Stormer, a Missouri Republican. I 


December/ 1 


y#o 4) 





UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


1-1/9/64 


HOUSTON ( 62 - 1521 ) 

: 5 - 4* . v - 


FROM 


JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


SUBJECT 


The,following information which has‘-come to the 
attention of this'.office incidental to other, matters^is/.heing 
recorded::herein for future reference and indexing: purposes. 

■ V ~ • -v'-.-t-: . I ■■■. ' V-. / W’ 

.> • On 2/3/64, SA\l observed>a large dis- 

^ + — * ■» ji-*. /’i "j . h «. ^ . > .■ - - *. 


play sign, on Highway 288 approximately three.;miles south of . 
Angleton> Texas, between Angleton and Lake Jackson. This was 
the usual.sign frequently^displayed by the John Birch Society 
and was worded as follows: r ' 1 " 


Save our Republic; } ■/, ;v- ; ,= 

Impeach Earl Warren. ■ v- 
join the John Birch Society Now 
Inform ion :CY 7-4418 o.r & 

P. 0. Box 2Q4, ’ Lake Jackson” 


identit 


s "previously inter 
in connection with 


viewed by SA*s 
another matter 


Oh 10/16/64 


hat it had .come 


,_ I advise 

hiS attention that ^various-pieces of.”right-wing literature 
had recently, been distributed ip Houston, Texas .--bearing re 
turn addresses of Box 37^#.I Houston, and Box 1064, Bellaire. 


1 furnished tr>e 

formation on-a conf ident ial}bais 1 s' ' conce rning 


following 
the above 


ED:yk 










, H DOCUMENT insowmi) BY WELCH 

Secret Birch ‘Call to Arms’ 


By BRANDLE 

gatf jgSor Corpeipontftnl 

SAEStf'PETERSBUKG, Fla 
There* 1 has been intense - reac- 
tion m Saint Petersburg to the 
new^that a John Birch-Society 
leader distributed a “call to 
aims"^ at a secret chapter 

X how idis- . 
owneff^^G^jr'eh President 
Robert <*^Fdv urges “pa- 
triots'y^^rm themselves and 
theiEiiG^dren and to form 
mtoseeret ceils. It even speci- 
■fied^mch sizes of* guns are 
best. for men * women, ol der 
children and younger children* 
It is not known and cannot 
be checked whether a similar 
documet has been distributed 
at other Birch meetings 


around, me. nation. 

WELCH SAID the. Birchers 
have never produced such a 
docunfent The Saint Peters¬ 
burg Times* which first broke 
the story on Oct 29, merely 


- said the Birch chapter leader 
was distributing" the'document 
—which appears to have been 
produced originally last spring ,'} 
by the Minuteman organiza- . 
tion. 


* Less than a year after the 
assassination of President - 
Kennedy by alarmed fanatic, 
this call to “patriots" says in 
part: - * 

“If you are ever going to 
buy a gun, buy it now* 

"The time may come that 
almost any gun in any caliber 
Will be worth its weight in 
gold. Stilly your life may de-. 
pend on it, so why not get the 
best you can possibly afford? 

ESPECIALLY reeom-, 
mend the following: Adult 
males — 30-06 Garands, 7*62 
NATO FN’s, *30-06 bolt action 
Springfields a n d Enfields, 
high caliber sporting rifles' as 
desired, 12 gauge double bar¬ 
rel, pump or semi-automatic 
shotguns; adu 11 females — 


Winchester 'Model TOO in J0& 
caliber. Remington Model 742 _ 
in *30-06 caliber or ,30 caliber * 
military carbines; older chib, 
dren — sporting rifles in 6* ;; 
mm, *243, .270, and *222 cali¬ 
bers; younger children — J 
semi-automatic *22 rifles*” * * 
Patriots are told in the mes- * 
sage to stock up with arnmuni-^ 
tion, '300 rounds per gun, plus- 
200 or' more for practice* “T<k 
purchase extra ammunition; 

See BIRCH on Page 4* 


w*j res 


INOEX£C^_t 
SfcHfALlZeO . flj) FILED I 

MOV 2 5 1964 





BIRCH ARMS CALL 


Continued From Page 1 . ment at the right price, as; 
i now is the best investment well as sources of informatiorf 
| you can make.” on underground warfare*” 

The document says this is a , The Saint Petersburg Times 
\ moment of supreme danger commented editorially: 
to patriots-Massive racial vit> "In ^this call to arms the 

■ lence is almost inevitable, it. Birdiers have stepped entirely 
i says, ? and the federal govern- over the line which might be 

I ment is weakening the.nation called the limit of t ' const! tu- 
[ militarily. It says that some tionai extremism-’ 

[ Army units are being supplied “THIS IS ANARCHY* This 
j with the wrong ammumtkm is preparation fdr resort to 
( so "domestic, Cpmm'umsts will force and violence. It is; in 
j. become extremely bold and short, outright subversion/ 1 . 
i aggressive . particularly if Saint Petersburg's Mayor 

I I Lyndon Johnson and Hubert Herman Goldner, a Republi- 
t Humphrey afe elected” ’ can, has be^h seeking some 
j- FUETHERii IT SAYS, *11 constitutional 1 means to stem 

* Goldwater is defeated , * - we the flood of hate literature 
j can expect Americans by the sweeping this city from local 
j tens of thousands will flock to and national sources* He satid 
I patriotic organizations* The of the document distributed at 

• biggest danger "comes from the Birch Society meeting: « 
j the fact that the Communists “I don't think the democrat- 
s, expect this to happen, and 1c process lets us sit back 
£ their sympathizers in our fed- and allow people to incite 
r era! government may move aimed violence. 

■ quickly to pick up known pa- "I think it is time those of 

f triote before they can get fully us who believe in liberty — 
I organized.” not just those of us in govern* 

I It says every patriot must ment — do something about 
f act promptly to prepare and it. I think we must protect so- 
> suggests these measures: dety from these people* 

f “Avoid long-term investments “I HAVE NO argument with 



Area Birch Leader Says 


j No ‘Guns’ Leaflets Here 

' The top leader of the John wing society to illegal arms 
r Birch Society in the Houston purchases. 
r area said Saturday that no Asked if caltto-arms para* 
t 4 'get guns” leaflets have been phlets might have been passed 


t "distributed to any society out at Houston chapter meet- 
, members here—nor wilt any tngs without his knowledge, 
be. Jones replied: 

j f ‘That's diametrically op* “We don’t allow non-society 

i posed to the^ aims of the literature to be distributed at 
society," Philip Blair Jones, our meetings—for this pur- 
) the Birch Society area cc- pose, just to prevent this sort 
ordinator; said. ''That’s what of thing.” 
the Huntley-Bnnkley _ suit is JONES SAID such pairm¬ 
ail about” l phlets may have been distrib* 

THE BIRCH Society / has uted in Saint Petersburg, Fla, 


libel stats totaling $8 million 
pending in Fort Worth against 


by someone who Infiltrated 
the society just to embar- 


the NBC news team of Chet ^ rass it 

Huntley, and David Brinkley. “This must have been ei- 


The suits were filed over a 
broadcast linking the right- 


ther a saboteur," Jones said, 
"or some kind of nut" s ; 



Police Not Blocked 



Runyan Cites Regulation 
In Reply to Birch Query 

By PETE STAMBAUGH 

A policeman has the right to his own thinking in 
fieciding what, if any, organization he might want to 
Hoin, Chief of Police R. T. Runyan said yesterday. 

Runyan was asked his policy on the John Birch: 
(Society in connection with news stories in the last week 
|saying that policemen in Los Angeles and Philadelphia! 

have joined the controversial „ J 

' . . .. Runyan made the statement. 

anU-Commumst organization. wbet) * sked . a ^ ol[i<XT > 

Runyan would not elaborate walked into your office and l 
on whether-he would favor or said he was a member of the 
disapprove of members of his John Birch Society, or if a po-l 
force becoming members of the lioeman walked into your office 
society, or whether he personal- asking permission to join the 
ly approves of the organization, society, what would you do?". 

Runyan said, in a prepared The rule which Hunyan re¬ 
statement: ferred to is: 

“The police officer has a right "Members shall not be ih 
to his own thinking. I have no member or represent at tve ol 


objection to his joining any or* any political or partisan conven 
ganization as Tong as It does not ton, nor shall there be any poL 
interfere with his duties with ktical association within the di- 
'fhe police division and does not vision. They shall not become a' 
Isolate the intent of Rule No. member of any organization, as- 
m of the police division rules station, or society which in ; 
kud regulations. any way divides their loyalty 

^-----to the City of Corpus Christi, 

the State of Texas, or the United 
States of America. 11 
society Claims 

!The John Birch Society has 
claimed that policemen have 
bef/i joining the society in In¬ 
creased numbers recently. The 
society claims that policeman 
“can better educate themselves 
to the threat of communism. 11 

Recently* in Philadelphia. < 
Mayor James H. J. Tate said 
some policemen there were or¬ 
ganizing Birch Society cells. He 
said society membership limit s 
"the capabilities of the police 
officers involved: they can't he 
[useful in their assignments" one! 
newspaper quoted him as say* 


THE CORPUS CHRISTI CAL 

11/18/64 

Corpus Christi, Texas 


SEARCHED . 
SERIALIZED. 


^Tn a city In California, the dty 
manager said 10 to 20 policed 
rten many of them Birch mem : l 
ers. were harassing the police 
Mef, trying to undermine his 
uthorit y, _ ___ 






UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

SAC- HOUSTON 


DATE 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
Misc. Info. 


, an anonymous caller tel ephonically advised the 

Suite 308, Houston, Tf-xa 


K &• L Product 


tros e 


_ p s printing material for the 

JOHN PIROf SOCIETY. This material Is allegedly for distribution 
In Chin/. The caller advised up till now the K &■ L Productions 


a small boiler room'’ type operation 


This [information is furnished in event later inquiries are 







ji' Ji rm - w 


Just Like in Houston 


Birchers in Odessa 
■Snub Commie, Too 


CALLED RED PLAN 


‘ Odessa, Texas (UPU—Georgi 
• ASe card-carrying Russian 
|j0emmumst) Kuznetsov was still 
jinking for a card-carrying John 
'Birch Society leader today. 
'^His Texas visit has been spec- 
jjqplarly unsuccessful in this re- 

wouldn't care to talk to 
fifer under any circumstances,” 
•gEjfth Charles 0. (Buck) Mann, 
'®ej^a'area coordinator for the 
ffiwh. Society* r rJ * - 
. jgg* was the same story last 

in Houston.. . / ^ * 

SjAfter five years of saying we 
ffiSfid not co-exist with the Rus- 
1 whs-how could I have dinner 
Bth/.one?** Philip Blair Jones,I 
-jjje^Birch leader in Houston,! 
fSSfc. 

Monday in Odessa Georgi-had 
®ifjle finding anyone who 
fg&d talk with him* 
j8£He is likely a hard-core com- 
ffifti&t/’ Mann said defensively* 

* Jpfe joosf want to see what a 
S$rch leader look like/* the. 


thickly accented Russian news¬ 
paperman pleaded. 

He got to meet a member of 
the communist-hating group in 
Houston. Mrs. Eloise Liles, last 
week. She said she was behind 
in her dues. 

He also, got a bunch of anti¬ 
communist literature, ft said 
the communists controlled the 
UR. Supreme Court and the 
United Nations. , 

"I only wish it were so/* 
Georgi told newsmen. - 
Th e 37-y ear-old c orre spend en t! 
for "Trud ,! has been in Amer¬ 
ica for four years but had not 
been allowed to travel to Texas 
until recently* 

He was curious* 

"After .all I have met in 
America; Democrats, Republi¬ 
cans, labor leaders Hollywood 
actors/' Georgi said. 

He said he didn't come to 
Texas to bait Birch members. 

"I Joost cannot see why a 
John Boorcber would be afraid 
to talk to me/ 1 


U P I Tifennola 


Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, says the 
civil rights movement is part of a Communist plan to drive 
a wedge between Americans and establish "a Negro Soviel 
republic in the southeastern United States/' He made tha 
charge fn a speech in Los Angeles* j 


THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE 
3/9/65 - - , 

Houston, Texas 

SEARCHED ^^JlNDEXfD 

.MAR 10 1965' 

PBl—HOUSTON . 









U- Houston - Enclosure/ 
1 - New York - Enclosure 
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March 25, 1965 
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information available to me. You may be assured that an * ■ 

// ;■ . *; ■ • .• r -' v; /. ' ' ; /y. v --v "■■ '•’■ 


imrfhes.'*. *\ V : ‘ 'V : ' ; ••■, ?A : ■ l 

■ ’ ^ * * j: -. ^ “■ ■ yl 1 " ■'''’* v ’ ‘-h’i “ i 

' +i ♦ ( ^ -.- ■ ■,„;■^ - * : ( . -m -v. -- ■_*■*** 

■ ■ ■ r ■ .i: L - + .At.___1 * '_ N. ■ 


/ Sincerely yours. 


1 ■ J i ^ * 


^-~r, ‘ ■ ^ * _ + . I 1 
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Chapters Reported in 5 High Schools 


By GENE GOLTZ ^ * It should be understood that statements, otltsiders" believe- 

*** Rtporter these teen age chapters are they can compute fairly ac- 

The John Birch ’Society in not in any way sanctioned by eurately the total membership, 
the Houston area- has been in- the schools. Indeed, principals THE GROWTH OF the so-' 
creasing steadily in member- and spokesmen in all five C j e ty after the defeat of. Bar- 
ship since the November elec- schools said they did not know jy Goldwater, champion - of 
tion, reports • indicate. of any such chapters and that Die right wing, has surprised 

This - apparently' -is in line the schools do. not condone any many observers who expected 
with national membership, outside organizations, "either ft to lie down and play dead, 
which is said to be.increasing left% right wing." Th s , 

somewhat • as a whale eats Although the Birch Society £al , e ..NOW nv^ vou join the 

plankton — in economic gulps does not open its membership ^ ~ r , 
and uncounted-numbers. 'rods, various other groups • • , 

THE SOCIETY zealously which keep tabs oh the right- Ttie Wall Street Journal said 
keeps -its membership rolls wing organization for one rea- the . society’s reasoning was 
secret and will not divulge the son or another, are engaged in that conservatives who had 
number of members in any a constant guessing game. counted on Sen Goldwater to 

given area. *. • • - ONE SUCH group is the save the nation from Commu- 

However, Phillip Blair Anti - Defamation League of “f* 11 ” might now be disgust- 
Jones,. the staff co-ordinator B'Nai B’rith. Ted Freedman, enough with orthodox pol- 
forThe Houston area, said: who heads its Houston chap- itics to enter a p°“P that 

“Our growth-since Novem- fef, estimates that the‘Birch tjelieves the U. S. ah-eady is 
ber has been more substantial Society membership ih^-Hafris 70 cen t Communist domi- 
in Houston than in.any.other County has grown from 5,000 nated » and fears a totaI Com ‘ 
period in histpry.";. before the presidential* elec- muirist takeover by 1975, and 

Jones alsOirevealed thatxthe. tion in November to. 6,500. that resorts to what its foes 
society nqw has teen.-age The youthful Birchers mim- consider extremist tactics to 
chapters ia five high schools 5 ber between 100 and 150, he reverse the trend.’' 
in the Houston area. Four of estimates. ' * ROBERT D. LOVE, a mem- 

the schools are in the Houston ' Teen-agers pay dues of $1 a ber of the Birch 25-man ad- 

Independent School District; month, the same as by adult visory council, was reported 
one is in.Spring Branch. . ; ‘women members.. Men pay as saying the society has 

THE HIGH SCHOOLS where $24 a year, or $2 a month. By about 100,000 members. The 
youth-chapters are active are reading ~m o n t h I-y bulletins national Anti - Defamation 
Bellaire, Jones, and Lee in the written by the society’s' found- League sets the figure at 
Houston District, and Spring er, Robert Welch, and perus- about 75,000. 

Branch ^Memorial,.; Jones said, ing the society’s financial Welch, in a pamphlet en¬ 


titled “Looking 

a *1966 recruiting drive t; 
would make possible aj^Sjetj 
o^.$l. million a 
that- woW doub)^ 
membership. ; 4 

ih the Houston'area, 
said he really has no idearci 
the number of members WB 
cause'all the lists are ke gM y 
national headquarters 
mont, Mass. 

A NEW AREA of expan.s^ 
for the Birchers is the P® 
ent-Teacher Associations. MS-. 
Jennell Moorhead, president* 
of the National Congress cftf 
Parents and Teachers, wametf 
P-TA groups recently the 
Birch society is among “exS 
tremist” groups that 
charged are trying to infil¬ 
trate local P-TAs. 

Welch was quoted in a Birch 
Society bulletin as urging 
members to “join your local 


SEARCHED. 

SBHAUZEE 


FBI— HUU8IUI 



ton on May 13 and speak at 
the Music Hail on "A Touch 
of Sanity," had this to say 
about the Panama Canal 
project "(It is) One that has 
been badly needed ever since 
Alger Hiss iaid the plans for 
t u r.n i n g over our Panama 
Canal;to some Communist-run 
international agency 20 years 
ago.” 

THE SOCIETY is still try¬ 
ing to impeach, Chief Justice 
Earl Warren, get the U. S. 
out of the UN and abolish the 
income tax, among other pro]" ' 
.ects. ; ' “ 

The Birch Society is also 
ordered by Welch to form ic 
cal. committees to support the 
police force 

Freedman, of. the Anti-De- 
Tarnation League, said: 

"Houston has been unusual- ‘ 
ly free of the activities of 


— ^2 — 
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Chief 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D, C, 20220 

Dear Sir: 


April 9* 1965 


Rqj 


b6 

blc 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro¬ 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 


1* XKl Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

2. n Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 
than legal means. 

3* Q Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U< S. 

4. Q U. S, citizens or residents who defect from the U- S* to countries in the Soviet or 

Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

5. Q Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 


(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(c) □ Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government* 

6* □ Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making* 


Photograph □ has been furnished j | enclosed XffH is not available 
P~] may be available through _. 



Bureau 

Secret Service, Houston 


2J - Houston 


I - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) 


U. S. Secret Service^ HQUSton* TBJ 

(End* 1 memo ran dura) 


Very truly yours. 



Enclosure(s) (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmit*al form 

becomes UNCLASSIFIEDJ , ^ *. * , > j 




By JIM MALONEY 
, P«t Rejwrtw 

: The chance of additional Re* 
.publicans being elected to Com 
jgress next year “depends on 
the progress we make," the 
foundej/6f the^John Birch So* 
.ciety^s a i d ffe m - ^ u ns fla y 


jf "In I960, the man who Ts 
S' now President ran for two of’ i 
; fices and on issues that were 
diameterically opposed in the 
two campaigns. The press thar 
ignored this and the public 1 
I that swallowed it could only I 

■ be in a .world that has prac- f 
J ticaUy gone crazy," Welch? 

■ said. ! 

i j 

"If you don't think that yon* 

; are living in a big insane 
asylum, it is because you 
j have become so use to the 
! manifestations of this insanity 
. that you can't recognize it 
* any more/ 1 ' he said. 

■ THE PURPOSE of therso* 

| ciety, “made up of the best 
l body of men and wnmen in 

I the world," is to enlighten and ■ 
i educate the public-m the hope ; 
iff saving the-country fromi [ 
^ommunism^ Welch # said, j j 
! 'T believe we will win the!/ 
^battle,"'he said. Tj 


“Our interest, though. Is in j 

B ; conservatives elected," »f 
: Welch said. 

SITUATION in SouthV 
Sfanf'^is as phony as-a- 
W old,” he said. 

Welch said one of the lead.- ^ 
Ing heroes of the Communist ' v 
Parly "hr this country is Chief« 
Justice Earl Warren. 

"For such a man, a hero of 
the. Communists, to head H a 
commission to investigate the 
murder of a President of the 
United States is so absurd that 
it borders on insanity," the 
former candy manufacturer 
from Belmont/Mass, said 
Welch was addressing about' 
700 persons in the Music Hall. \ 


U3*0jM l 


(Kobert Welch Asks 
Conservative Votes 


JONES, LEFT/AND WELCH AT .MUSIC HALL 
Birch Founder Cited Sighs of Insanity 


I no was greeted oy a standing i 
ovation as he entered and as . 
he began to speak on “A j 
. Touch ,of Sanity/' 


* HE CAME on stage with 
Philip Blair Jones, Houston 
' area co-ordinator for the so¬ 
ciety. 

| . As signs of things Welon 
1 said '-"border on insanity,'Tffe 
cited this country's aid to Po* 
: land, which ends up in Com- 
. munist China, he said. 

, Also, “bubble gum” that is 
1 given to Turkey, murders of 
this country's citizens in the 
Congo and the situation in 
South Viet Nam/ 


THE HOUSTON POST 
5/14/65 

Houston, Texas 


Welch* said there are more 
illegal aliens in this country 
now than there are members 
in all- of the armed forces be¬ 
cause of permitted violations 
of the immigration laws. 


tCHED 

mm 1585 


SINCE 1938, Communists | 
1 have been working in this 

J country to create the unrest 
that has brought on many of 
the Civil Rights movements, 
he said. 





furnished the follow 


Informant r ecently received In the mail in ah 
envelop^ postmarked at p 1 two sheets of ; . 

paper from the "Hlnuteffleii" consisting of an order blank 
for materials and supplies and a form captioned "Members 
Monthly Report for April ." Copies of the above forms 
are being filed with the copy of this memorandum designated 

***** 1-kA n , if -’f .0* ■ ‘ >S * 


Informant noted the monthly dues for membership * 
In the Mlnutemen required payments of $2.00. , He stated 
he was also ending in sun order for a booklet captioned 
"Silencer Bulletin" which was 1lsted at $2.00.. Informant 
felt he should order some of the'Hated'.material In order * 
to express his interest in this organization. • •. - 

l. Art 7 ' s. -*A- ■ if. r: . : i : , ’* ■- A: 3ate -' 

Infoimant stated heXhad also received in the : mail 
fio m the John Blrph Society,;?603* fllllcroft' Boia&vard,: 
Suite G,an lnvitatioh to a speech to be delivered at the ... 
Music Hall on 5A3/65 by K)BERT WELCH^ head offche John ? 
Birch. Society. This "speech was to be ent it led." A Ttouch ‘ 
ef;Sanity. ■ - > - ■. .*,* v i v,■.*■ v--- v ■>>, • ■ ■ ■ ■ 

r.'i'Ur. ■■•! i. E-.*y. s-;-.,- 1 .- . W-.'As- '• fits 

7*^ ' - ^ A ■ ■ ■ . J 1 . ■ ■ '' - *■ . - - - , r \ . . . ; Jr-* - ~ 

Informant noted that in addition to. the other 
material mentioned abovey he. had also received ? in the mail 
a copy of the April, f; 1965 , issueC.of "Mlnutemen Hews " and 
a; Copy-of "On Target " dated 4/1 /65. * : S'AA- 


John Birch; Society) 


ED: mb 

(3) ■ 


















number, 


ormant had reoentel 


tr^ely .vlolent arttt-Negro.pplplbn8 i#i Ich Informant opn 
81dared the atrongeat talk he had every heard from a -- 
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* stated thin would 
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THEliOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 


INCORPORATED 




Dear American 


The enclosed flyer speaks of a coming session 


at Music Hall that you might be interested in 


Political and moral schizophrenia are dissipating 


our 


will be available at the Music Hall the evening of 


tne address. Please consider this a personal invi 


Cordially 


PHILIP. BLAIR JONES 
■Coordinator 





IjJOjjjfl 


. ; V . * THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY i * 

■ L ' Belmont, Massachusetts 02178 ;- 

.v Local Addresst 

: . 7603 Hiller oft Blvd., Suite G 

Houston, Texas 77036 
GY V-9691 , Area Code 713 , 

The John Birch Society was founded in December, 1958. Since that time it has become 
one of the most talked-about movements in our country. You, and tens of thousands of 
other Americans, have chosen to learn the truth about The John Birch Society. We 
think you will find, as others have, that the Society is surprisingly different from what 
you might have heard through other sources. , < 


We hope you are sufficiently interested in the Society to obtain the Special Packet. It 
contains The Blue Book, The Life of John Birch and additional significant materials, 
including Bample copies of the monthlyTiuTletm of the Society and American Opinion 
magazine. The packet has a total retail value of seven dollars. 


The Blue Book deserves special mention, for it provides a detailed discussion of the 
background, purposes, structure, and mechanics of the Society. It is, in fact, the full 
presentation of the Society as it was given by Mr. Welch at the founding meeting in 
December, 1958. 


We consider The Blue Book minimum reading for anyone who really wishes to under¬ 
stand the nature and progress of the communist threat to our Republic, and to 1 learn 
the purposes and program of the Society. You may obtain The Blue Book from this 
office. 

\ 

The order blank below will help you with your order for The Blue ( Book or for the 
packets mentioned above. Z? Z— / cT 


Gentlemen: 

.Enclosed is my check (or money order) in the amount of 
Please send the items I have indicated. 


. Special Packet (&5.10, Incl. Sales Tax) C Tfr 

_ The Blue Book of The John Birch Society ($2,Oh, incl. Sales Tax) 
_Introductory Packet ($1 .02, incl. Sales Tax) 


Send them to: 


The Introductory Packet includes an assortment of pamphlets which pertains to the 
program of the Society. Also included is a copy of "The California Report" on The 
John Birch Society. ■ The report of the California Senate Factfinding Subcommittee 
on Un-American Activities provides the reader with a great deal of information about 
the Society, * 
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JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY' ^ 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


J and who requested his 
an AntoriTo;.office -of the 


FBI and furnished the folldwlhg information 


who also works in the’ 


of; 8/2C/65 


^.V : .V > One. of the iteMV/ah. Electrostat/of, which is V=V • 

enclosed for Houston, reflects local, address as 760 3' Hillcroft- - 
"Boulevard'. -Hous'tony Texas, > .''/d’k>- ;?‘; v : 7 1 
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WEETIlyss AT 5739 GREEKBEHBv 
HOUSTON TEXAS ' 


San Aut6nio 


• to Houaton 4a£ed 3/2/66. 
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its Vote 













- ' IS view of the. above* jit id reao!mehded this caffe 
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JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


ished S __,__ 

wo reports recexvecrTrom an At>L informant. 

One report concerns the activity of captioned group in Dallas, 
and.one concerns Houston. j ■-'> . 


'•■> ‘ ■.. Enclosed herewith for Dallas is the ADL report 

concerning the John 1 Birch Society in Dallas, Enclosed for 
Houston is the ADD report Concerning John Birch Society 
activity in Houston. . -v'> ... .i .t -t t -- : 
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THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
HOUSTON, TE3CAS 


Dallas JEff liead< 3 u&r t e re mat gained thMr the bulk of Birch* ; -: 

strength, and %|& richest source of financial ;qiapp©rt ; w®&. in 
West Texaa. .fF!*,;that is so, the office in Houston dpeddet-' \ 
reflect the Mowing, vital picture. The atmosphere itt mausoleum 
uiike in the $My bookstore and office. The Co or d^niter * s office 
^jgNtspotleasly dlean; the desk highly polished, without a single 
paper to mar t&e flniBh, The desk drapers are equally empty. 
Along fefce wal.1% a®e framed maps depletlngthe advancing stages 
of Communism. Behind the chair le a pWteograph of Robert Welch* 


The Coordinator,!_ ^ _Jdlvidee 

his time between Birch functions.and chpreh affairs. As such, he 
is seldom in the office, preferring to work at home. He spent less 
th ai& 1 0 minutes at the. head quarters when I was there, which, according 
toa.ecreiar^j is usu al. | "™l wag‘Carried a short time ago to 
ZIZ1 I is more interested in intellectual banter 

than "Birch dogma. Impeccable in mann er, imma culate in dress, somewhat 
prissy itad effeminate in conversation! 1 |is the antithesis of 
the hard-boiled, free-wheeling Birch rISTSm&n, 

The Bookstore has had little business since December, The-weekly 
lng|me from book sales is roughly $15*001 not enough to meet expenses, 
Howler, an extensive mailing list to Birch members and sympathizers 
in a four-state area has brought more business to the bookstore than 
its counterpart in Dallas. These are 3 X 5 cards with mailing stickers 
pasted right on t hem and filed. Two cards, which we Picked as sample s, 


objectionable literature In either of the Eire 
The Ve,|.unteer 


~ I (Refe; 

he S is ass la t ed by a number of 
than l [ operates the office 

She- is-a 
and 


She J3 p presently!__ 

to pi-bvious on. Chapter Ho 
other volunteer ladles, , 

and maintains the enthusiasm- and drive of local members 
chatterbox wit% a loud laugh and a pronounced sense of humor 
s£s the live wire of the operation. 


An attempt is tiding made to sponsor a Birch radio program in Houston 
also* The man who la lining un nutmnrfe and offering to finance the 
operation Is | ] He Is a business 

man. #td wants be maintain secrecy as to his uireu connections. 


j who is planning to run for| 

J has contacted one of the Dallas Coordinators or the 
or "Birch support". This information was given to Mrs 


and aake 


(Continued) 
















(’The John Birch Society has 


doubled its membership in the 



than any other state except Call 
dforma, two regional managers] 
of public relations for the so¬ 
ciety, jlsaid here today. 

VThe two, Tom Davis of New 
York, '■Eastern regional man¬ 
ager* and Hex Westerfield of 
Dallas, the Southwestern region¬ 
al manager, held a press cotv 


Davis will address a public 
meeting in the Crystal Ballroom 
of the Rice Hotel at 8 tonight fib 


attack ;the ■ Anti - Defamation 
HgLeague of the ITNai BYith as.a 
TgesLapo^ type organization^ 
poking to ‘'smear anyone who r 
ires to oppose its philosophies 
abd goals.” 

Davis said the 'society defi¬ 
nitely is not anti-Semitic* 

Neither Davis nor WesterfiekT 
would disclose the membership 1 
figures for Hairis Countv or*- 
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lys Jewish 


: * A high John Birch Society 
• official said in Houston Mon¬ 
day that the Anti-Defamation 
League of B’nai B'rith aids) 
the thing it purports to. fight ’ 
—anti-Semitism. 

Thomas J* Davis, eastern 
regional manager of public re* * 
Jatrons for the’society, spoke 
to about 150 persons at the 
Rice Hotel Monday night. He 
held a press conference Mon¬ 
day morning. , , - 

* J T h e Anti Defamation 
fLeague is guilty of^-profession- 

JaUy promoting bigotry, ha~ 

/ . j snti - Semitism for 

- * profit,-■ Davis said in the Mon¬ 

day night speech. 

HE SAID the John Birch 
Society will "lay open to pub¬ 
lic view the whole campaign*' 
of the Anti - Defamation 
League,, which “has declared 
war on the John Birch So¬ 
ciety. 

( The John Birch Society 
in its membership, ani j 
welcomes, Catholics, Protest- 
h ants, Jews, Negroes, Puerto' 

. % Ricans and Indians,” he said, 
r . * draw a sharp distinc* 

I tion between the Anti-Defama- 
Ltion . League and its parent 

- ^ body, B'nai B'rith, which is a 

r t e s p e c t a b I e Qiganiza- 
ticn throughout the country 
*: all over the world," be 

said 

-THE ANTI - Defamation 
league of B'nai B'rith was 
1 founded in 1913. Its charter 
cites its immediate objective 
as stopping defamation of 
Jews, and its long range ob-, 
jectave as securing justice and 
fair treatment of all citizens 
alike. <r """ ■ 


He said that 

very much a part am 
backed by, the Btoai B'rith. 

Davis, speaking at a press 
conference earlier Monday 
said he had no knowledge of 
control” of the Harris Coon-* 
^ Republican Committee by 
John Birch Society members. 

ROWLAND EVANS and 
Robert Novak, nationally syn¬ 
dicated newspaper columnists, 
reported last week that the 
society had recently gained 
control of the county's Repif 
bean organization, 

"Nationally,” Davis said 
Jhe society is split about 50- 
50 in party affiliation, with 
perhaps a slight edge going 
to the Republican party.” 

Davis described the "aver¬ 
age” society member as being 
in the upper-middle income'! 
bracket with at least twof 
year^ of college. He said, how-1: 
ever, that members span the b 
.entire spectrum back 5 
ground, education, wealth re-^ 
ngion and race. Davis said 
that about BO per cent of the 
members were Protestant and 
slightly less than 40 per cent 
were Catholic. fi’ 

| ‘‘THERE ABE about 1,000 i 
Jewish members in the so- 1 
ciety," Davis said. He said 1 ' 

™™ Ciety now has 
lw,000 members. 1 

The society’s Southwest re- ‘ 
gjonal office is in Dallas—not 
in Houston as reported by t 
Evans and Novak. The Hous¬ 
ton office, at 7603 Hilicroft, is j* 
a local administrative office ; 


l 


l " It hSs^'aSJiiarters in New 1 
York City and 28 regional of¬ 
fices, one of which is in Hous¬ 
ton, 

BernardFriedburg, direc¬ 
tor of the Houston office, sail 
his group has “a contimiinf 
program against extremist - 
movements in this country. 

“The*radical right is just as 
dangerous as the radical left 
in the U. S, today,” he saifc 

M IHE ANTI-Defainatim 
League of B’nai B’rith neeJk 
no defense,” he said “ft has 
been praised by the last four 
Presidents for combatting big¬ 
otry, * prejudice and discrum- 
nation/ and by Federal Bt« 
Tom of Investigation Directory ; 
J. Edgar Hoover tor 'effeef " 
(nfet-work/'-J ; 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

N 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


X would very much like to . have ycfwr opinion of the organization 
and activities of the John Birch Society* After reading much of their 
literature* I am wondering whether I have actually gotten a true picture* 
of the Society* It appears to me to be exactly what we need in the face 
of the present Communist threat* 

My main question to you is whether* in your opirftoir, the Society 
is a competent organization as it represents itself to be. Very little 
good publicity has appeared in the press about the organization and this 
is what concerns me. It seems to have a reputation of being an organisa¬ 
tion of the radical and dangerous right wing* / 

/ 

I do hope that I am not out of order in asking you to give me^sorae 
concrete evidence that it is on organization that is as educational^and 
effective as it claims to be. , * Jr 

Thank you very much* and Godspeed in your work* 


Very sincerely yours./ 
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Your letter of August 24th. has been received* and 


\ ' J( ; r , '‘V. In response to your^inquiry j It is not possible for me , 

; ■ 7 v to furnish the data ydu requested. The FBI has not investigated the 
;*;T^ John Birch Society. ; - 7-- -/v.. 1 -* '. ' : ■*::■% - >' 

. ’ '7U-* 7^. ' -i; ' v* - _ ■■, < *V‘r, 7; vV 1 ;*.; s ' ;/ ^ ■. _ 

’ ; ••;•••} ’• 7‘ ' Further, this Bureau is strictly an. investigative 

Ai . 7 , ‘ agency of the Federal Government and j as such, neither makes 
._. - ; evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity 

of any organization, publication, or individual. \ ' 

- . -1 _ . . j .t ( v 'v 1 , . ■ ■ VLVif-; -v 1 t 1 ^ - 

7V;> 1 7’ /'•' •; Sincere^yours, f :• .*• 

f ' * *► ;i m -.■■'■■■ '*. r '7/ u ., ■ ■■ T 1 ' .‘V/* -'* ■ 7 H — -Lx '{¥ . , 
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Covar Sheet for Informant Report or Motor I ol 
F 0*306 ( 3 * 21 * 58 ) 



Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks) 
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... Houston, Texas 

September 24, 1966 


On Sunday „ [ 

left Dallas In the a fternoon and drove to 
where they talked t o! 
talking briefly with I 


The f ollowing I nformation was obtained during 
recent conversations with! 


On approximately September 16. 1966 . ! l indi 

catedhe got a letter from l ~l who asked 

to come to Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and bring available 
records of the OKA in Texas. 






and discussed the Texas situation.I_ 

pointed out in order to organise a Realm properly the 
state is supposed to have ten chartered klaverns but Texas 


On September 17, 1966. 1 _ | 

made a t rip to Dallas, apparently in i I 

| In Dallas., they talked with UKA members and d±akE±=_. 

buted copies of the UKA newspaper. The Fiery Cross . |_| 

indicated the Dallas members were attempting to obtain 
land on which to hold a K~ian rally sometime in the future. 

I indicated!_ 1 was du e in Arkansas on approx 

imately October 23, 1966, and ! | would try to come to 

Texas after that. 













s. |_[went over the 

and noted that Texas had 


few hooks whig 


There were two or three Klan members present 
from Mississippi* one being from I I There wa: 
some mention ©f the fact the UKA was apparently having 
trouble in Mississippi, The MissisBlpi Klansmen appan 


to attend a 
_of_Klfitrern 


took 


this meeting in order that 
organized k l avern oper ated, 
was charter ed in 1961. | 

I I people present a 


_[indicated this kl 

tated there were about 
s meeting. 


indicated they left 


about midnlg 


on Tuesdayj__ land ar 

in Beaum ont at about 9t00 a.m. on I 

R emarked he went to bed immedi ately and told h 
Wife not to wake him up for anything. I E Lndioat 

he was behind in his work and needed some rest before 
trying to catch up. 


According to] [instructed him 

try and work on the membership m Texas and get enough 
members to have ten regular chartered klayems * There 
no big me eting with leaders from other states .[ ~ 

mentioned I l ~ 

he appeared to be confident and engaged in no detailed 
discussion* 


It was learned that 


of Houston also called 






|nas quit the Klan and ne su ccessor 
replace him [ | 


b2 
hi D 
b6 
b7C 


ian informant. 


also remarked th at while he was in Alabam a 
I I the situation ofP 

- — |who was identified 

nt._Biscuased the matter 


briefly but did not show any particular interest and issued 
no instructions. 


b2 

b7D 


_ After the above reports came in 

la letter on approximately 

and told__ j was being sue; 

Ulan - for being drunk and using abusiv e lal 
meeting. | j woul 

tunity for a hearing at a later date. 


jwas being suspended from the 
sing abusiv e language at a 

jwould have an oppor- 


has been appointee 


reported t hat 
1 an d 


Iwent to the meeting 
Lng. They stat edl 


caused so much disruption and argument that |_ 

resigned from the Klan and walked out accompanied by two 
or three other members.! was very upset over this 


situation and claims] 
agitator. 


I was very upset over this 
[was a trouble maker and 







Houston, Texas 
Septanber 26, 1966 


_ I was Invite d and he in turn ealledl_ 

I who attended along witn"["~ 

It was originally announced there would be two representa 
of the various "conservative" organizations such as the 
United, Elans, "Minutemen", Waite Citizens Council, John 
Birch Society, and the Patriotic Party, All together, 
there were about twenty peo ple at this first meetiag and 
the Rian was represented by | | 


' the above group are to be held at 
in a second floor office. They are 


I Indicated 

ove group had been held on 
~~land a third meeting was to be 
^ indicated on 1 

iad elected a "security man . 


a seco nd meet 
Monday J 


i thie group 

_ cated on a later date that he was now out of 

the Klan for good and did net expect to resume Klan member- 


One of the leade 
meeting was believed to be 
identified. 


The meeting of the above group on[_ 
was very non-concluslve and there appeared to be some que 
tion as to whether an actual organization could be formed 






b2 

b7D 


to make a trip td 

to. look int o the to bat 16 ft Of W UOOdvlire"hlaVfern wh ig 
is known as 1 I 

instructed that this charter should be picked up if the 


memb ers are not paving their dues- _ It was understood 

that |_ L was no longer 

b6 in the Woodville area. Someone claimedl _ lhad been 

b7c involved in a brawl in a I 1 . and 

b7D charged with carrying a concealed weapon. It is believed 

I Imay have gone to | _ | 

(~~ [formerly an ac tive Klan member, agreed to take 


anasmuch as 
/oodville an 


them,. 


As of Septatoer 26, 1966, 
conduct all UKA business from his : 


knew all of the 
be able to locate 


[continued to 
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^Secrecy Cloudl 
Is Penetrated I 


By ESNEST BAILEY ' 

pair Reporter * v! 

Tne shroud of secrecy over the Houston \ 
area setup of the John Birch Society has ) 
become somewhat transparent, -■? 

The Houston Post has obtained a copy * 
df what is purported to be the table of 
organization listing the names* addresses 
?*nd telephone numbers of eight section.' 
leaders and 53 chapter leaders plus the| 
names and addresses of 106 "home”} 
chapter members, i 

INCLUDED AMONG the home chapter 
members—who do not attend meetings 
but get society mail—are the hoard chair* 
mao and president of a bank and trust 
company, the wife of the president of a 7 
mortgage company, a University of lions* J 
ton associate professor, two physicians,^ 
a dentist, a building company head, the.: 
wife of a plant manager of a major l 
chemical corporation, *J 

Also, three lawyers, an architect, afi 
insurance agency head, an office secret 
Lary of a gas company* an admiihstrat 1 
live assistant at an oil company, ah 1 
oil operator* a contractor, the manager 1 
of a coffee shop and a lounge operator, i 
Charles G, Mann, major co-ordinator; 
lor the ultra-conservative society for 1 
Texas* Louisiana, Oklahoma and Arkan¬ 


sas, and Philip Blair Jones, the former I 
Houston area coordinator, have declined I 
to tell how many chapters are In the! 
Houston area or give the names of local | 
leaders and members, 

THEY HAVE contended it is a Birch J 
Society policy not to release member* 
ship figures or the names of members, 
"A person's membership is his own 
business and ft's his own privilege to, 

tril if hr s n mumb^r If lie ilftslraM/* Mild 1 
Jones, who resigned ns Houston area co-1 
ortiuinlor to' velum to the ministry lasjJ 


l‘ Robert Welch, a ST-yea^old reared" 
candy manufacturer from Belmont,; 
Mass, is credited with forming the so-' 
cicty as an anti-Communist movement 
tn 1548, 

I The local table of organization shows 
that the eight section leaders are h ii£ 
charge of as few as two and as many 
as 11 chapters. The membershipo!Birch 
chapters" usually range from 10 to 30 peril, 
sons who meet in the homes of memr 
,hers. Chapter members usually k n o vj 
only those society members who are in: 
'their own chapter. 


jt HOME CHATTER members do not at¬ 
tend local chapter meetings. The society 
peps in contact with them through the 
mail. Nine on the Houston area home] 
chapter list requested their mail be sent 
in plain envelopes. flt 

Included among the Houston area sc m 
* tion leaders axe an accountant, an it 
sura nee agent and a department man. 

«r of a large department store, 

. One section leader lives in Lake Jack-J 
son. Under him are two Lake Jackson* 
’chapters. One of these chapters is head- 1 } 
ed by a doctor, 

i Another section leader, who also serves j 
tis a chapter leader, gets his mail at the?. 
Alvin Post Office. One chapter leaderi 
r Jnder him lives at Angle ton and the oth-j 
it on an Alvin rural route. r f 

OTHER SECTION and chapter leaders’ 
live in all areas of Houston and Harri^f 
County. There are also chapter leaders} 
at Texas City and Missouri City, . pi 
: Among the chapter leaders are a pipe-a 
line company department supervisor, a" 
draftsman for an engineering corpora* 
tion, a lumber company salesman* a? 
.rullro/id company MowFcmpher, nn In ¬ 
surance agent* a civil engineer lor a 
-Iarg^cor.3t=uction company-and^n 3 as^i 
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iir =5E&etary . 01 tosas^ 

a ?u«e Tn^h^ m^ 07nr0rtab3e offic « tit 
(building at 7603 HiHcro^m 5 '? 7 
Houston, ^ SfK “J^fS 
y “•“* membership £ Scen^ 

The .John Birch Society has been a ' 
S3 J Hmt e form rf" f' 3 S ' nCe the «*fi| 

Sit forme< *> but was given fresh 

cte S T when *» ke»l officew£ 
a ? d a *“"* "> conduct Jfc 

h ** w office in Dallas. 

■".. cich said in Dallas'on March £ ihJj 

*100 OOO^me^' 2 ^ h ® d between ®.000 anil 
;100,000 members nationally. This wJ- 
.about the same as a year «g 0 , he 
J T^f society was named lor Cant Tnhn 

(fe of\ Army . inteJJi K«tce officer and- 
3,?“ ° f *. missionary family. He was ■ 

25 lMS^lo’d Chme f se Communists Aug> 
&od,ow~^15 ter - Y J Da * « car I 

■ ■*— 1 ■-■- 1 *.- ; i~ -uL.'u fa-■- -- - --•* " '■■■'S 
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r~| Cincinnati 
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[__( Denver 

rj Detroit 
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j 1 Honolulu 
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[jri Houston 
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~3 Los Angeles 
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f l Memphis 
j \ Miami 
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^ v J Re tent ion 

T 1 For inJOfmation f 1 optional 


]oc ' Uon 4<r<^ r ^‘ 

, If used inpaiuture report f 1 eonceajfi? 


f_ r j The enclosed is for your information. If used infaiuture report/ [~ 1 conceajfi? * 

all sources, [ 1 paraphrase contents. " 

ij [ Enclosed are corrected pages from report Of SA — ^__,,_.—-- 

dated V 

: Attached is a copy of a self-explanatory letter along 
wSfcfi a return envelope and general material on the "Ten 
Most Wanted Fugitives" program* Bufiles reflect nothing 
identifiable with captioned individual. 

A representative of your Office should promptly co n¬ 
tact r ffturn his enclosed stamped envelope and 

furnish the background material on the "Top Ten" program, 
This material will answer the pertinent questions raised. 
j | Please note the obvious misapprehension o 
I who indicates your Office was unable to furnish appropriate 
| Statistics on the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" program. 

Er.cS (3) | ^3 





May 2 k , 1967 


Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir,- - 

Enclosed you will find .a. return envelope. Please 
use it -for reply. 

*1 1 

The local FBI office has no statistics available on 

your "10 Most Wanted'List". X would like to know- 

what percentage of the persons placed on this are 

caught, how quickly, on the average. Arfso, what 

are the usual .reasons for a man or woman being placed 

on the list aside from length of time at large, seriousness 

oi crime and notoriety. Would there be any other reason 

for placement on the list. 

Thank you in advance for the helpful statistics. 









OPTIONAL FORM MO- 10 
s soto-tei 

UNITED STATES 


3 t^i 


RNMENT 




Memorandum 



SAC. HOUSTON 


date: 6/7/67 


FROM 


SAN FRANCISCO (100-47042) 


SUBJECT 


JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
SM - X 


I advised SA 1 -- 

that - m Mid-August, T766, while visiting _ 

she met at a local church, a young white American 
by a nativ e Columbian white female. The vouna ma 


The young woman identified herself only a 


|_|invited|_|to accompany them to a 

local horse racing track that day since he spoke only. Rneri-j^h 

and wished her to act as interprete r between him and_ 

who spoke onlyj ~ |accepted the invitation and 

during the afternoon | c old her he was a member of the 

John Birch Society in the U. S., and that the FBI had recently 
ques finn a ri him concerning that affiliati on. When he learned 

thatj_ resided in i I he told her that there 

were many members of the John Birch Society in San Francisco 
and that many of them were wealthy, influential, and were 
storing guns and ammunition which w ould be use d in a for thcoming 

civil revolution. _stated that | I was 

I resided witTT l ] 

He said they would be going into the country so they would not 

and he advised 


volved in the forthcoming revolution 
to do the same. 


ated that if I I 

| it would give the 
to move toward the civil 

revolution.|_| said he did not indicate that l 

was a member of the John Birch Society or would become involved 
in such a civil disorder, but indicated that with Mr. REAGAN as 
Governor of California, it would be easier somehow for the John 


green light 


Birch Society to operate 


NDEXE&- 

FBi — 


SEARCH El 
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3 - San Francisco 

(1 - 105-10998, Columbian 
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SF 100-47042 
RNB:law 



She said that [__ lmentioned several times that 

in the -past the FBI had held him in j ail for questioning as 
~ [ however, he did not say 

where this incarceration or questioning took place, nor did 
he identify any FBI agents or police officers involved. She 
said he also stated that the John Birch Society has infiltrated 


the FBI as' well as 


_ I said she was alarmed and upset by the 

| said and did not question him at all 
his activities. She said he indicated he was st aving 


things | 
concernm : 


_| said she saw]_| and the young woman on 

one day only and had no further contact with them whatsoever. 
She gave the y oung ladu her name and address but did not give 
her address to] Since neither of them have contacted 

her since AugusfJ iybb, she assumes that they will not be 
contacting her. However, if she is contacted by them she will 


Jsaid that when the | _|case in S. 

Francisco received publicity concerning the large quantity 
firearms and ammunition found in the possession of f 
she becam e more concerned about the information related by 
~~| and this prompted her to notify the FBI* 


San Francisco indicies negative concerning 


The above information is furnished Houston for 
information purposes'and no additiona l investig ation bei] 
conducted by San Francisco concerning ! | 
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Houston,, Texas 
August ll e 1967 


A meeting of Un ited Klaus of Am erica,, 

Houston,, was held on the evening of] I at the 

new meet ing place onF 
present s 


members were 


it was reported thatC 


had decided he 
]had 


b6 

b?c won,ld_ join the Universal Rians inasmuch as 
b7D offered to get any member of that Klan out of jail who needed 
it and the United Rians had never made such an offer 0 


Ther e was a discussion about selling bosks _a i 
records at the [ _ | 

] It was decided to set up 

a bo oth and sell this raat.fcrLal~IveEY Satur day- Oo Satur- 


imd 


.[ 


^are to get there 


early and oneg a the booth and tj bev will be relieved later 
in the day by 


t 


While this booth was being operated onQ 


: 


I h woman who said she was from the John Birch Society 

stopped by and engaged the Rian members in a discussion 
about literature„ She gave them the address of the .American 
Opinion Library on Hillcroft Street and invited them to 
come outo This woman said she thought the-Klan and the 
John Birch Society should work together„ 


going to[ 




]said two Rian membe rs from Houston were 

l and obtain all of 
There was a discussion 
^but 


the United Klsn® literature from him.. 

of trying to get the speaker system back from[_ 

1 clai med .this originally belonge 

| l and he intended to keep it 


to the 
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Houstosa KLan members received letters from I I 
1 announcing rallies'of ■ the Universal Klans* There 
mg to be a rally at Bfflgalu»a s Louisiana ^ on August 12. 

1967 9 but no on® from® Houston was going,, _ 

indicated he was leaving on his' 'vacation on approximately 
August 25 s 1967 B and would probably st op at Nat chez 9 
Mis&is&ippij, and attend a rally there. f k adicated 

he and his family were going to Korth Carolina to see 
relatives and would try and stop for Klan rallies along the 
w Hy„ He planned to stop a t Tuscaloosa., Ala bama a and 
sne md one or two days with [ [ to-^tsadl out ' ' 

fgoij I what should be done about United Klan members 


attending rallies of the Universal Klan and swapping 


information wi th that organization, 
return to work T 


said he would 


9 
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■■fie h Todmj ; 

VMarty of you who are reading this letter 
know that the communist conspiracy is ver.y 
far advanced in this country—and yet you 
|may be do log nothing about it. Being against 
I communism is not enough. If you’re not do- 
'ing anything to stop the communists, you’re 
J not scaring them one bit! 

The most effective anti-communist organ- 
iaution in the country is the John Birch So¬ 
ciety, and this letter is a frank appeal tb con- 
! servatives to find out more about the society, 
in the hope tltat you will join it. The John 
Eirch Society can stop the communists, if we 
have enough dedicated members. Don’t make 
the mistake of thinking that you're more ef¬ 
fective outside the John Birch Society. It is 
| the concerted action on the part of the 
J members of the society,that has the comr L 
1 munists seared to death, so much so tha«> 

J they continue to attack it with all the venorr^ 
at their command. The communists have spent 
millions of dollars in an attempt to destroy 
the John Birch Society. 

Ask yourself iho question—why have they 
tried so hard to destroy the society? The 
answer can be found in a quote from the re¬ 
port of the Senate Factfinding Subcommittee 
1 of r the State of California: *■We believe that 
the reason that the John Birch Society has at¬ 
tracted so many members is that it simply; 
appeared to thorn to bo the most effective^ . 
indeed the only organization through which J 
i 1 they could join sn a national movement talf 
learn the truth about the communist mena^ . ■ 

■ and then take some positive concerted aafion 
1 to prevent its spread,” . * . , v 1 j 

For more information, write to tht John 
Birch Society, Belmont, Massachusetts* 

|J * / _ MRS. JOHN PUMETTE 

■ ; 7 " Koutt/l, BOX <T 

■'* . Gafland^Tp^as 
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>hn Birch Socli 
might join the 


SAC, "CHICAGO,/ 


11/22/67 


SAC, HOUSTO^v (62*1521) P 


JOHH BIROH S pCim 

sm - x ; 


On 11/20/67/ L___ 

ha 4 . telephone call at about 8 PMj Saturday 

night I froalan Individual who Identified himself 


e was ca 
tated that 
and though 

recall nm* aie purpose in galling 
to send him literature c once ring fch 
and an application in order that | 
local chapter. 


the event 


i _ e _| a personal fFiend of S, 

Ls*d he would inform the Houston 0 
Icontacts him In the future. 



2 - Chieago 



* * - /S9/. /j 



















Houston, Texas 

July 25, 1968 


Federal.Bureau of Investigation 
Houston, Texas 

I am not writing to turn in anyone., but am hoping you will have the 
time to' answer a few questions for me, which has been bothering me for 
some time ' ' . ' 

I am not a member of the John Birch Society on paper, but do read quite 
a bit of their literature-and agree with it in many ways. The Society 
has been the object of quite a .large amount of smeer'propaganda and I 
.would like to know if the FBI-has cleared it of any-taint of'communism. 
I also have'purchased' books at the American Opinion bookstore including 
J. Edgar Hoovers, Masters.of Deceit. I do hot want to leave-myself open 
'to "any -communist propaganda'- for it has'absolutely nothing to offer-me. 

One other thing I have had on my, mind .for quite s. while Is,why do we 
allow the Communist Party to operate openly . We are spending billions 
of dollars fighting them 10,000 miles,away from h.onie but do not deny 
them the freedom of teaching their ideas, here. It seems like no-matter 
how I try t'o reason it out I can't come up .with a logical answer. 

There was. a - boy on the radio over station KTKH.the other night who was 
from the■University of Houston. He‘belonged to the BDA and admitted 
that they believed in the communist party and belonged to it. He also 
admitted tha t he was going to school on soimeklnd of government funds. 

Of course I realise that the Supreme Court has ruled this comes under 
our right of freedom of speech,and until the act is committed they are 
not doing anything illegal. I would like to" see something done before 
the action., for by that time it will be to late. 


m v 


f^G 


I do riant to say that I think the FBI/ 1 our police departments do a fine 
job even rath the restrictions placed on them- 


Will appreciate very nuch any information you can* give 


b6 
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\ Robert Welch, president and Welch is .expected to eon- 4 : 

v founder ctf the John Birch, tend that certain of the new i 
[Society, will give a speech methods of "modern educa- ; 1 
; ? in Houston on Jan* IS- The tlon*' are purposely intended .1 
[address, sponsored by the to- to corrupt the morals of the 
{"cal chapters of the society,; .young* ; ■ V,; ■; > 
t will be given at 8 p.m, at _ ^ hi ‘“1 

[ the Lamar High School Audi- /\ 

; ■ toriunti . . • ^ *:\cH :i 

£/ The title of Welch's speech tU -.Ssi?P£ 3 g '*'. 6 

♦ r is‘hit's All One Package/' {^‘ V*' j i 

Ut concerns the breakdown in ^’■ v rC^iv* « „ 

(the morality and character v ■*'. 4 " a 

■of American youth. Wclchcon- 3|f 

1 tend s- that im mo ra iity is being JV ■ : [ iff, % '&f V J 3 . - 

iactively promoted by com-* V : j 

’miimsts as a part of their ' .'< 

drive *to overthrow the U*S, v/4i ■ 1 

■government, ‘ ' • j 

V Welch's speech Is timed in \ 

^conjunction with the forma- / 0 ' ■ . 3 : 

[tion of an ad hoc group known l : U 4 ? - ' 

la's the MOTOREDE commit- * 

^tees-(The Movement To Re- ^ {r^C- : ,v : 

istore Decency)* This group i/. : \ ' 'yf^* ‘ 

* hopes, to implement plans to £/-* .*■■/ 
f stop the; rising tide of porno- t<-4 ■ ”, A ft J ; 1 ^ 1 

fgraphy and subversion cur- ft;V-: *\ V \ .„■/ - V* - 

^rcntly being introduced Into r ~ rJ ' ^ s > acs y^* . 

/'sc jw t s al l over the U*S* -1 i? Robert Wolth±^==^ " 

V ' ■ /'_V* > V - .- fcHL y.,v ’^V ■ Vv-;: 
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[He was busy setting up another new I 1 


3 iapter in the city. There are eight to 10j 
embers in each chapter. 

McManus said the Birch Society has: 
m members in the nation and about 
600 to 1,000 in the Houston area. 

The society Is deliberately maintaining 
a low profile* he said; 

He described Frank Childs, the Hous- 
ton area co-ordinator, as a “solid, 
middle-class American concerned with 
his country- 1 He has a wife and children. 1 ’ 

TV basic tenets of the Society have 
not changed, said McManus. “Our goal is 
to offer a different perspective, to fit 
together the pieces of the puzzle because 
people are concerned and don’t under¬ 
stand/ 1 , 4 

Whatsis the puzzle and what don’t the 
people understand? '* * v 

“The worldwide conspiracy,” he said. 

He said major conspirators include 


Birchers 
here keep 


Follow Up is a weekly feature 
that provides updated information 
on people and events formerly in 
the news. ' f J 

: BY ZARXO FRANKS s 5 * 

Chronicle Staff 

About 15’years ago the cries of super- 
patriots known as John Birch Society 
; members were heard here and through¬ 
out the land: Impeach Earl Warren. Get 
1 the U S out of the U_N. 

The society told anyone who would 
listen that a grand.- secret conspiracy 
was afoot to put the world under a single 
totalitarian government. 11 s founder/ 

f abort Welch, suggested that former 
resident Eisenhower and John Foster 
idles were communist sympathizers. 

The society was perhaps as vocal here 
as anywhere else. Its members publicly 
; protested the visit of Russians and ej> 
posed trade with communist nations* 

Then, for the past 10 years or so, a 
virtual disappearance of the John Birch 


former President Nixon, Mao, the Rocke¬ 
fellers, Soviet Premier Aleksei Kosygin | 


and Soviet Communist party Secretary 
Leonid Brezhnev 

fn its heyday here, under coordinator? 
rhilip Blair Jones* the society had itsi 


Headquarters at 76 03 Hillcrofl _ 

V Jones, a fundamentalist' Presbyterianji 
Minister, left the society in the mid- 
'Sixties to return to the ministry. Articu¬ 
late, flamboyant and a newsmaker, he 
had sought to organize Birch Society 
teenage chapters, claimed a number of ( 
police officers were Birchers, and* once j 
ducked a confrontation with a visiting 
f Russian journalist. 

His body was found on Feb 9, 1973. in 1 
the attic of the Westheimer Chapel Pres- ; 
byterian Church pi 3219 Unity by two ! 
members of his parish. ’* 

J Authorities ruled hts death a suicide as 
a result of alcohol and amobarbital poison- 1 
f ing. He had been despondent because of 
problems within the-church, a relative; 
said, ^ \ 

' As far as making news* is concerned* ] 

I the Birch Society-here has been out of 
■ the public eye since the Jones’era. 

[Today, it quietly operates out of tb* 
American Opinion Book Store* 2215 Rich] 
fcond, and the home of its CQ-ordinatoJ 


* vi vitVr yymi uutu 

Society here. Nary a public peep. What 1 
happened? Did its members drift away? 

Is the conspiracy ended? 

The John Birch Society is very much 
; a live in Houston, says Jack McManus, 
director of public relations for the society ^ 
tat its home base in Belmont, Mass. 

“We’re five times stronger today than . 
we were back in the early sixties/ 1 he k 
said, 

Robert Welch* who founded the society 
in 1958 and named it for an American 1 
Baptist missionary and U.S* Army mtelli* 
gence officer killed in China in M5* is* , 
still very much alive and active at age ] 
76* McManus said* „ . 

The trail led to McManus after Frank 
Childs* 40; the paid area co-ordinator in 
southeast Texas for the Birch' Society, 1 
refused to discuss its status here* , « 

He disclosed a few details before he 
began referring all questions to McManus 
in Belmont. I 

1 Those details: A Birch Society chapter I 
recently closed in Channelview because f 
leveraJ men were transferred from Hous- J 


Ptvtto bv Sam C. PJertan Jr** Chronicle Staff 


Harry Peters, manager of Amer¬ 
ican Opinion Book Store, a John 
JBirch Society center at 2215 
After 15 years. 


ichmond 
.here have all .the causes gone? 


•auk ChildS- 


* American Opinion Is a Birch publican 
rtioh ■'that is sold at the bookstore on 
Richmond, Billy Marks, an employe 
there* said she is a member of the Birch; 
Society and so is Harry Peters* the 
manager, 

* “Don't look for demonstrations or pro* 
[tests*” said McManus from Belmont, 
[Mass, “That’s not our style. Our role is 
[to motivate* educate people to what's 
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Socialism ? Communism Are Same 

HUT HE I>OE& say lhar. of Indonesia are Com- 

Blue Book is * simply a irnrv ] munis!: - 

acript, practically verbatim, ol L TUWMNG TO the United 
that presentation/' ; Slate*. Welch is just as jolting. 

The Blue Book first traces!"'llUr-LH hrne fii of documents- 
ttie history of Communism and lif ' ri < b* sees Communists every- 
its successes around the world.jwhrre. 

And to Welch, socialism arnL He sees a ciz^Uit conspiracy 
Communism are the same, I 0 * Gsmmunisis in huih places, 
He says Norway is under thcj^WY sof mixing the American 
Communist thumb “for all prac- People 1 for eventual bloodless 
beat purposes/' while Jt i elandi cfm iJl!f st - 

end Finland are completely so,! h ^his door of betrayal is 
E gfiniSKTO . he~s ay $Tis^Cfom - 1 * ft0Wft lo he \ude open/* he 
muni^i-coMioiled !*a>s in the Blue Book, “and no- 

He hroartfy implies that Nehrul** 1 *—" Congress in the execu, 
or India, Nasser of Egypt and 


ttve branch, m the Pentagon »t- 
sef — nobody even da rtf *t\ ;o 
tftose it . 1 ’ 

He says a Cnmrrunis bcon¬ 
trolled com murua* ions un'or> 
can tap '*75 v*t* 1 links in the 
most secret torn mutations ol 
our government irs®lf " 

“THE BEST informed authori¬ 


ties trxot named> ssv that there 
are at least 30 hugg Com- 
'mumft espionage rings operai- 
i in^ in this country today/’ 
Welch writes, “against the only 
two ;*r three lhai have been 
,cn1v partly exposed/ 1 

He says the nation's press, 
radio and television for the 
"r*st part are controlled by 
Communists. 


A Plot To Suppress Literature 


These news media, he sew 
take pan us a conspiracy to sup¬ 
press books writEen by the few 
patriots who try to expose the* 
menac c 1 

WELCH SAJD ore su^h sup- j 
pressed book The Struggle 
for the A-Bomb hy Dr Med- L 
ford Evans, a onetime chief of 
security training for the Atomic 
Energy Commission* 

The book convinced Welch, a* 
least, (hat up unti! that time* 
0952 1 Soviet Russia had never< 
built an A-Bomb of i?s own. ! 

Their agents had simply 
walked off from our pUnls with 
the necessary part' T ' 1 < 

Welch said, “which had fhen 
been assembled in Russia and 
exploded whenever it ben suited 
the Soviets* pretenses/' 1 

TOT, WELCH continued, this 
atony of treason the! h »? u I d ; 
have rocked the nation*' sold 
only 2 600 copies. V.'hv-'* 

Welch says pr^ss reviewers *g- 
nore such book^, their publish-; 
era are inti mi dated and.Jhe few 
copies which g£t printed art 
slowly stolen from library, 
shelve* by Communist agentfi. 

Getting more specific, the Blue* 
Book on Page 93 accuses the late 


President Roosevelt and the late 
Gen George C. Marshall nf 
“pis in unadulterated tr^snti 1 
for their role* m P*nv\ Harbor. 

Moving toward thf present, 
Welch sirs his sights T h * 
amoral man u'ho no slightest 
inner concern with r i g h t nr 
wrong M 

W EIjCH N AMES no name, but 
he apparently is inking oi the 
then Sen iohn F Kennedy 

“You will usually find him In 
church ofl Sunday morn i n g/* 
W'elnh writes, ' maybe even a 
Qrthnllc church 

*J3«k as a memberof the 
Urn led States $en*le, running for 
The presidency, and umart 
enrHigh fi> kfVHv *ht> strong Cnm- 
mimiM support twhmd-the-scenes 
whiilh he Will h^ve in get in 
order to have any chance nt be¬ 
ing nominaied in WO, such an 
amoral man c.m do a tremen¬ 
dous amount of ^carrying on 
behalf of the CommuniM alms 
her® in the United . * “ 

IN His Rhie Book* Welch also 
has a few words to ^ay ab^ut 
then Vice President Nixon* who 
was a presidential possibility at 
that time. 








An Appraisal of Richard Nixon ‘Business Every Step of the Waf 

One of the abletf ♦ shrewdest former President Eisenhower J K J 


"One of the able it, shrewdest. 
Eftost disingenuous and slipperi¬ 
est politicians that ever showed 
up on the American scene/’ 
Welch said 

Welch accused Nixon of trum¬ 
peting his ''highly cautious part 
in the Alger Hiss c j se, while et 
the same time courting the left 
"by quietly knifing McCarthy/’ 
IN toss, Welch wrote, Nixon 
aided in or perhaps engineered 
"the dirtiest deal in American 
political hi story.'* 

Welch said Nixon deserted the 
late Sen Robert A, Toft "to make 
himself vice president (and to 
put Warren on the Supreme 
Court as part of that deal)/' 

"I 'don't thdnk Nixon/* Welch 
caid, "is committed to anything 
Other than the career of Rich¬ 
ard Nixon/ 1 

WEECffl WA9 even blunter hr 
another book he wrote sometime 
earlier, apparently about 195$. 

That book, "The Politician/* 
was distributed privately by 
Welch to & few close Erienda. 
Cbpies o! It have since been re¬ 
called. It was never regia torftd 
In the Library cl Con green, 

In that book, Welch labeled 


former President Eisenhower 
and high members of his admin- 
istaition an Cbmmuniits or trai- 
toHf, 

In "The Politician/’ Weltfi 
laid fit Mr Eisenhower: 

"THERE fffl only one possible 
won! to describe his purposes 
and actions. That word is trea¬ 
son," 

At aether point in the book; 

"In my opinion the chances 
are very strong that Milton El¬ 
senhower is actually Dwight Ei¬ 
senhower'o ouperior and boao 
withla Communist Parly, 

For one thing, he fa obviously n 
great deal smarter/' * 

Others described In the bnok 
aa "0>mmuni*t agents" Include 
che lata Secretary of State John 
Foster Dulles and hkj brother 
Allen, head of the Central In¬ 
telligence Agency. 

rmm CHANGED era not 
mentioned In th® Slue Book and 
are not official doetrtna of the 
Jortn Birch Society, ■- 

Many society member#. In 
tact, bsliev© "Tho Politician" U 
a myth, planted by their ano¬ 
mies to discredit them. 


A memmv m Agrms i * 

But bate In Houston, on & tele-j ^eldj goto 6mm to the bed* 
vision defbate only last Saturday, L^ji hlo philosophy on Page 
we society member agreed wittily ■ ^ Blue ^ 

W^lch $ charse 

Robert V, Gray, s aulettnan ' Democracy," he write, “is 
and unsuccessful candidate lor merely & deceptive phrase, e 
Republican county chairman In weapon of demagoguery, and a 
I960 said Mr Elsenhower 1 b "ft perennial fraud/’ 

Red to me/* In the same vein, he says re- 

WHAT IS Welch s answer to publican government has its *t- 
ChiB Communim conspiracy? tractions and advantages under 
It io the John Birch Society, certain favorable circumstances, 
named after a Baptist mi#- "Biff UNDER te*s happy Hr- 
oknrnry who became an Army cum5tances, ,, bo goes on. "it 
Imedigonca officer and was lends itself too readily to Intita#* 
killed by the Chimso Com- tion, distortion end disruption." 
munlsts late to World War 0, Welch makes plain that his or- 
Welch mm tho last hall of the gaitiration will not tumble Into 
mm Book to detail the DOriety'a these pitfalls, 
philosophy and program. "Tha John Birch Society to to 

Aad to a lot of readers, the ta a* monolithic body," he 
toot part of the book to no lasa write®. "... The John Birch 
fMghtflnirtg than tho first. 1 Society will operate under com- 
WELCH'S PLAN — now In plately autooriUtivo control at 
action — to to fight too Corn-all levels/ 1 
munhrtD with some of their own Welch elaborates on hto theme 
weapons: An unquestlosiofi ceiv in th© ensuing p&goo Eomo ex- 
tral leader, chapters working un- cerpta: \ 

known to each other. Infiltration "WE CANNOT stop for par¬ 
ol existing organizations, the u&e liamemary procedures or a lot 
of fronts, the personal attack, of argument* among ourseKm" 


■» « w 

"We or© not going to ha t are after era meaner and dirti- 
tactians developing an the two* ft*>d too slippery for you to 

aide# * to * every - question ^ ^' ir on tH0m bl the 

theme - ordinary way, 

1 ’ ‘ Weteh points out that this 

We can allow for differences technique was used effectively 
of opinion . . , But whenever.by the late Sen Joseph McCar- 
differences of opinion become j thy. 

translated into a Jack of loyalj This, however, is only one 
support, We shall have shortifacet of n JO-pom L plan of ac- 
cuts for eliminating both with- bon which Welch lays out for 
out going through any congress his society: 
of so*called democratic prnc- l) Jhe setting up of reading 
essea , . /' rooms, similar to a religious 

ON"LY BY StCfl tactics, sod's reading rooms. In towns 
Welch contends, can tho socle- and villages everwhere. with 
ty combat Commurlsm eftec- rental libraries of approved con- 
tively. And he adds repeatedly: servative book® not othen^se 
"We mr?gn h jslrteaa every obtainable, 
otep of the way,- t) A wide ft dj;t-ibutjr»n of 

At another point, the Blue such conservative periodica is m 
Book propose# that ouEpected [Welch's n\\*n Amencftji Opinion, 
Communists be exposed by ar-la monthly review of current 
ti c les m con se rvati v© trt ag a- \ even * s . 

:ines. The articles would con-; Welch urges that American! 
tilt entirely of questions. |Opinion and Human Events be 

"The question technique.;put to barber thops, the Dsn 
when skillfully uaed in this way, [Smoot He portin doctnrB’ and 
to mean and dirty/ 1 Welch ad-.dentists' officca, the National j 

I Review in every college library r 
“BUT THE Communists we'and fraternity house, 

heMerSy Commltlem^ Exposes 

fl) The support of such con-jporary frontpermanent fronts I 
aervative radio commentator* al) Jtinda of fronts/' 
a# Fulton Lawis and Clarence SOME SUGGESTED bv 
Mnnion through letters of ftp-Welch: Commune for With- 
proval to sponsore, stations and drawel of Recognitinn iof Soviet 1 
networks. 1 Russia), Committee to Protest: 

ALSO, THE development and thp Firing of Medford Evans. A! 
support of local commentators Petition to Impeach Earl War 
with similar views. |ren and a Committee to Investl-i 

The organ^ed and con nate Communist Influences ati 
trolled us© of the po'v©rfyI tet-jV a s s a r College ("headed bv 
ter-vvriting weapon" nn legisto-Ve^ar graduate#, of cour^p' ) 
tors, government ex-cutti efi, | 8? The Slacking of fhe Amer- 
newspapers, politicians and any-[Iran peope by the exposure of 
body else ui sight. ^hurhly-pJaced educators, ?nv- 

As an example, Welch says emment oftictels and otoer* 
United Air Lines dipped ft pUmsuspected by the society of be¬ 
ta put the United Nations msig- »ng Cbmmuntots 
nlf 'j Welch says that even after 

* He ?™ ±x *? 8 : spending HOP.OOO detectives 
aood of letter# to the airline to Investigate a suspect "l 
directors, <Joub! ^ WQ ^ Qu]d ^ ve 

J) The organization of fronts ihim 1 1 

fronts, big fmnte, torn*! BUK WL ADDS thm g taw 



* # 


[thousands spent fnr careful re- und other orgimifcAtiGns of all 
1 starch would provnle "all the'si'/es lor small fees or no fees 
material needed tor quite a’ a> Action m the international 
shock/' JoHudmc help for ami- 

i 1* The heckling and har assing Communist r*fugp*B in getting 
Of "slimy characters’* who!up governments in exile 
falsely poae as ti- [ in "FINALLY, and probably 

iniris ivhite making speeches end moat imp* riant of all these 
)broadcasts or writing books, jcourse* of action, we would put 
\ fiy The creation of a list of our weigh* Into the political 
(approved speakers to appaor be/scales in this country just as 
'fore church clubs, P TA groups'fast and far as we could/* 

'Leader Ctm 9 t Ee a Politician 

t Having laid out his goals at; tinned the mental balance the 
;the Indianapolis meeting, Welch (selLcho&en leader of the society 
[next turned to the question of a tn & speech on the Senate floor 
leader for tho John Birch So*'on March 8. Referring to the 
Iciety. j accusation that Mr Eisenhower 

i He brought up the name of'was a Communist. Sen Young 
[Sen Barry Goldwater. R-Arit. said: 

praising him an a superb pnliti- “It ts unbelievable that any 
cal organiter, "absolutely sound sane person would m&ko ouch 
jin his Americanism.'* accusations/' 

I Birr WHILE Welch favored! What mici of person Is Welch? 
i Gold water over any other estab/Wbat is his background? 
illshed leader in sight, he rea*' A BRIEF biography in the 
Isoncd that Gold water had onejBhte Welch eay* he was 

!fatal flaw. He was a politician.: Horn on a farm In Chowan Coun- 
1 Welch decided that Goldwaicr |ty in North Oanolina, 

Voutd not supply the dynamic His Welsh imeestry was heavy 
overall leadership needed be-tw 11 h farmers and Baptist 
cause he ‘'will inevitably think jpreachers, 
unrt move in terms ol political! Be spent tour yeans at the 
'warfare/ 1 [University of North Carolina, 

j Driven by “the Imminence 1 two at the U. S. Naval Acad- 
Mori horror of this (Communist) I emy and two at the Harvard 
danger/* Welch then took the Law School. 

| "desperate course* of offering i Welch moved from North Car* 
Ihimself ss the society's leader Molina to Bnslon in 1919, He has 
I *Tff IS ROT because I want'spent most of hi* adult life 
!so frightening a responsibility! with the James O. Welch Com* 
i, ( / ? Welch said. "It ts simplyjpflnv run by his brother, 
^thut, under the pressure nf time| l 1 VTIL HIS retirement in 195? 
and the exigencies of our need/to become a prtifessinnRl anti* 
you have tw other choice, and Communist, Welch was vice 
neither do l" [president In charge of sale* and 

One of Welch's critics, lien;advertising for the candy com* 
Milton R. Young, K^ND, q\ies* r pany. 


Air of Conviction, Sheer Stamina 

Welch waj on the board of di- .ftnd South America, Welch naa 
rectors of the National Associa/ii cd for 22 years in Belmont, 
lion ol Manufacturers for seven ]Ma*s 

yeans. For three years* he was &\ tSlSG BETJtfORT as hlii 
regional vice president of the ; headquarters, Welch has organ*] 
NAM, and he also was t*nc*Wd Hie John Birch Society 
chairman its educational ad* *\mg ih* lines firot laid out in 
visory committee, the Blue Book, 

Welch, wbn fancies himseil e& The society U built around 
a public speaker, has taken his ®rn*U local chapters, usually of 
message to many business and ki to 20 members, but some* 
civte groups in recent years, Urnes larger. When a chapter 

A TWO*HOUR filmed speech grows Wo large, it splits into a, 
by Wtelch is used to recruit new I new chapter. , * 

members to the society. Welch| Each chapter has a leader ap- 
spends the two hours covering j pointed by Welch. The chapter 
,The main points in the Blue [leader's main job is to collect 
Book, often in the same ^vords.jthe members 11 dues and forward 
, fTe la a balding man with them to Belmont, 
fail illy pouched eyes. j In line wuh Welch's concept 

His chief assets as a speaker,^ authority from the top. so-, 
are an air ot conviction and rieiy member® get their tnders 
[sheer stamina. In the film, he in a monthly bulletin sent out fc 
iU not a ahouter or a podium,from Belmont. The chain ol 
funder. He appear* to possess | command a kips over chapter 
[little of that peculiar persona /leaders. 

j magnetism the late Sen Mm THE CHAPTERS normally 
Carthy had. !meet once a month, in the home 

j Ikttwoan trips to Btaropo, Asia j of tho chapter leader or a mem* 





her* 

Jn erf a s with a number of 
chapter*, Welch name* ccnordin- 
atora to supervise the ex is ling 


chapters and recruit new ones 


,, ... --— 

I Some ctvordinRtor* ds*w a tel* 
ary. Soma ere vnlumeers. 
h Over the eo-nrdinflbvrB, Welch 
hag rir*w named ms tor to-ot* 
dmMort in w*vem| areas. He 
iguyg mow will be added a* the 
♦ society grow*. 

■ In areas where there sr© no 
local chapters, new members 
: are enrolled in a so-called homei 
'chapter st Belmont ; 

j FROM THE first. Welch's goal; 
has been a million members* 

! well has he done? That i» 

ja society secret* As Welch i&y* 
in a pamphlet given to pro¬ 
spective members: 
j "Nenher the list of our mem- 
|bers. of either local chapes 
=nr the home chapter, nor their 
number, is over given out to 

anybody/* 

In the same pamphlet, how¬ 
ever Welch sey& the society as 
lot last Jan 31 had onfl to 100 
chapters in each of M states 
and the District of Columbia. 
i HE LISTED these stales then 
unorganized by Hie society ' 
iAlabama. Alaska. Colorado, Deb 
Ware Idaho. Maine. Maryland, 
'Minnesota, Nebraska, Nevada, 
[New Jersey, Oklahoma. P*m- 
j sylvan [a. Rhode Island, Utah 
and Vermont. 

The Loe Angele* Time*, In » 
[recent series on the society, 
Raid the society expect* 
jtn have 1W.Q00 member* by the 
lend of this year. 

I One Southern California IohcI- 
Ur o£ the society told the Tim*s. 
there ftro a a v e r a l thousand; 
members in that urea. 

WELCH HIMSELF say* Great¬ 
er L/'& Angeles and Greater! 
Houston ere two of the society's j 
stronghold «, 

One Houston official of the so¬ 
ciety says there are hundreds of; 
member* In fbe Houston area. 

The society ia frankly out for 
all the money It can muster to. 
pursue H* campaigns. 

The basic annual dues are $24 
for men, $12 lor women* Hut all 
member* are invited to pay 
larger dues. It they can, "lo sup¬ 
port tha society'* work/* The 
due* are payable monthly. 


A LIFE membership c^ts 
$1,000, payable in two 
Mve annual installment* of $500 

At the meeting \n Indianapohs. 
Welch also invited bis U bus^ 
newsmen mends to contribute to 
the society as heavily «* they 
could 

Other res rnue romrs from inr 
o! HUie Book* tpnre. ,Vp* 
Welch's moothiy American Opin¬ 
ion, anrf oiher pamphlet*. 
i During the national election 
ilaat fail* one of the dociety 1 * 

[ monthly pamphlet* told reader* 
how to order campaign button 
iT axteMi: "Goldwato* Boyti Den i 
— Vote te Wtoa and 
Lodgu." „ 

Xffffl QUOTE® price w*o 11 
apiece for up to 20 buttons, 50 
cent* apiece lor more than that 
How the tnnney io Opent i* 
another of Welch * seerets. He 
does not have to account to 
members for it. 

In a Feb 26 editorial cntici*-. 
ing, the society, the Sant* B^r- 
bnr a iCalil) News-Pies* ob¬ 
served: 

"One million members, di¬ 
vided equally between men and 
women, would bring him Jlfl 
Million a year. Quite a sum to 
play with without accountabd 
ity/' 

ALTHOUGH HE i* the so- 
ciely’fc absolute leader* Welch 
has set up a council to guide and 
advise him. The council mem¬ 
bers include- 

OU G. Parker and William 
J_ GiWle, Wisconsin industrial- 
1st*, and both former presidents 
of the National Association of 
Manufacturers; Clarence Man- 
ion former dean of the Notre 
Da me Law School; Spruillc 
Braden, a former U. S, diplo¬ 
mat; T Coleman Andrew*, for¬ 
mer commissioner ot internal 
revenue, and Cot Laurence E 
Bunker, former person a l aide to 
Gen Dougla* MarArthur. 

The council also ha* another 
assignment; To appoint Welch's 
successor a* head ol the ^ 
cietv 


"IF AND WHEN an *ci ident, 
'suicide, or anything sufficiently 
fat aI is arranged for me by the 
Communist*/‘ Welch ^xplAins* 
■'or I simply die in bed ol old 
age and a cantankerous dispooi- 
tiOfi/' 

Critics of Welch have Ii>cusrd 
their fire on his apparent enrv 
tempt for democracy, hrs disbe¬ 
lief in democrat tc pmrrsses as e 
match for Cum munis no, 

Welch replies that his safety 
could never become the seed of 
a dictatorship because member¬ 
ship is strictly voluntary* 

IN REPLY TO growing criti¬ 
cism in California, Welch lasl 
week asked *for an Investigation 
ot his society by that state's Sen¬ 
ate Un-American Activities Com¬ 
mittee. 

Welch pledged that no society 
member would lake the Filth 
Amendment. 

The California investigation i* 
tentatively set for nrat summer* 
In Washington, ther* has been 
tn Ik of similar hearin g* by the 

House Un-American Activities 
Committee and the Senate inter¬ 
nal security subcommittee. 

WELLES HIMSELF wjg asked 
recently by * Boston Herald re¬ 
porter if lie a Gil belie ted his ear¬ 
lier charge that Mr Eisenhower 
was a Communist. 

J Now I don't know what 1 
think," Welch was quoted as re¬ 
plying. "Elsenhower may be too 
dumb to he * Communist." 

Srnne critic* have » c e u * e d 
Welrh of using tho Ver> tool* 
employed by the Coommumsts In 
taking over a country — hate, 
fear, distrust and contempt fnr 
the dulv constituted govern merit. 
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LETS END FOREIGN AID 

To Alt Members Ol Congress; 

The undersigned American citizen respectfully urges the discontinuance of all "foreign 
aid," except for strictly military assistance to our unquestionably anti-Communist allies, for 
the following reasons: 

1- The whole scheme is of Co mm uniat origin, and was designed to accomplish Com¬ 
munist purposes. (See, among other sources, Earl Browders Teheran,, published in 1944.) 

2. It wee ^eold" to the American people, as a rne&ne of lighting Communism, by the 
Communists themselves, with the support of their sympathizers, dupes, and a lot of misguided 
idealists who swallowed the Communist lino. (Among its earliest supporters were Earl 
Browder, Algor Hiss, and Harry Dexter White.) It has never been opposed by the Com- 
mumsts and their most ardent sympathizers in this country, (And tho Communists know what 
they are doing.) 

8. From th# very beginning, to the present largo amounts of American foreign-aid 
funds have been channelled, under specious excuses or arrangements, directly into the hands 
of known Communists* bent on subverting their respective anti-Cammuniai countries into 
Communist hands. (Examples: Madam Sun Yet-sen in China, Souphannou Vong in Laos, 
Hashid Kara mi in Lebanon, and many others.) 

4. It has been used, and is still used, to keep socialist governments In power, and to 
enable them to become even more socialistic. (Examplea: Belgium, England, India, and many 
ethers.) 

5. American foreign aid is from government, to governments. It thus replaces, and pre¬ 
vents, the free flow and sound use of American private capital and freementerpriae methods 
abroad. 

6. It heavily subsidizes industrial plants abroad, run as parts of a government-managed 
economy, ao that they can compete unfairly with American free-enterprise plants—which must 
pay the very taxes thus used to destroy their own businesses. 

7- The huge domestic contracts resulting from American foreign aid are used to bribe 
or beguile an important segment of our whole business community into “going along with," 
or actual support of, our own governments policies that lead to socialism. 

8. The total wastefulness in administration of the program is beyond any understanding 
except as, in mnny instances* a deliberate effort simply to get rid of American money. And 
the cost of the program, added to the extremely profligate other activities of our government, 
is an important cause of the inflationary movement that is ruining, the value of our currency. 

9. With our own national government virtually bankrupt today by any sound account¬ 
ing, giving away billions of dollars to other nations is an act of criminal irresponsibility. 

ID. The foreign-aid program ii used to make truly and-Communist governments grad¬ 
ually become more and more dependent on the receipt of these American millions, and then 
to force on such governments policies which are “soft" on Communism and inimical to their 
countries 4 own desires and best interests. 

11. It maintains huge hordes of American officials and their families in foreign coun¬ 
tries, lording it over the natives, and making ua more hated as "imperialists by the dollar" 
than we would be as actual "imperialists by the a word/' 

12. Increasingly, brazenly, and with ever more flimsy excuses, our foreign-aid money 
IS supplied directly to outright Communist governments that are our avowed enemies. The 
pouring of American millions into the coffers of Gomulka of Poland, Tito of Yugoslavia, 
Sukarno of Indonesia, and a dozen other viceroys of the Kremlin, can only be the result of 
either treason or stupidity. And It is rime to put an end to both. 

Sincerely, 
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Copyright 1960 by American Opinion, Belmont 78, Afassacbuieffa 
These cards will be supplied promptly at 12 for $1.00. 100 for $5.00, or 1,000 tor $40.00 
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WHY PEOPLE BECOME COMMUNISTS 


The Average American, on being shown the present 
reach and constant progress of the Communist conspiracy in 
this country, is exactly like the farmer being shown the giraffe. 
He simply insists that there isn't any such animal. 

A main reason for this willful blindness is an inability of 
the typical American to understand how or why other Amer¬ 
icans, very much like himself, could possibly have become Com¬ 
munists. This failure to comprehend or to believe is in turn 
due to a completely erroneous premise. He thinks that those 
few misguided souls, who do actually join the strange Com¬ 
munist sect, are moved by some unique and mysterious reason 
which is beyond the discernment of "normal*" people. 

There is, of course, no such clear-cut formula for con¬ 
verting any human raw material into the Communist product. 
The reasons why people become Communists are numerous, 
diverse, overlapping — and quite orthodox expressions of hu¬ 
man psychology. Some of these reasons have been conscientious¬ 
ly reported, by such reconverts to Americanism as Elizabeth 
Bentley and Whittaker Chambers, out of deep personal ex¬ 
perience. Arthur Koestler, George Orwell, and many other 
writers have brought detailed knowledge and penetrating in¬ 
sight into discussions of what makes a Communist and what 
makes him tick. We have neither the wish nor the ability to 
add anything new to the convincing analyses that are already 
available from many sources. But we shall try to summarize, 
in a few pages and plain language, the major inducements 
whereby Communism recruits and maintains its followers. 


The Star Gazers ... 

L We should begin our list with the appeal of Commun¬ 
ism to the i dealism of its prospective converts. For TustoricaUy 











































Why People Become Communists 


—though not currently—this has been the movement's great- 
est drawi ng card. 

The young man or woman dreams of making this a better 
world. He sees poverty, suffering, injustice, and class distinc¬ 
tions around him. He is told that socialism will abolish these 
things. He does not know that the very poverty, suffering, 
injustice, and class distinctions at which he is looking have been 
reduced, by the americanist form of society, to their lowest 
levels ever reached, at any place on this planet or at any time 
in history. He does not know that their reduction to a further 
minimum is directly dependent on, and proportional to, the 
freedom of individuals from government paternalism. Many 
socialists never learn this, despite the clear and irrefutable evi¬ 
dence of all historical experience. Those who do, and remain 
socialists, carefully keep this knowledge from their young nib- 
biers at the communist bait. 

Even less does the idealistic young man know that social¬ 
ism itself, far from eliminating poverty, suffering, injustice, 
and class distinction, will inevitably increase them all He is 
given no warning that socialist plans automatically require an 
increasing regimentation of individual lives, which docs not and 
cannot stop short of actual slavery of the citizen to the state. 
These facts, too, the socialists are careful to hide from him. 
Indeed, all but the most hardened among them are equally 
careful to keep these facts well hidden beyond the range of 
their own conscious attention. 


Who See Only The Stars ... 

So this idealistic young man becomes convinced that so¬ 
cialism offers not only a way, but the only way, to bring about 
the brave new world of which he has a vision. He accepts the 
term communism as meaning socialism in its ultimate and most 
beneficial form. He is led to believe that Communists are the 
most sincere and praiseworthy of alt those who profess to be 
socialists. For only the Communists are willing to dedicate their 
lives to the active fight to establish a world-wide collectivist 
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Why People Become Communists 


Utopia, He is daily taught that the noblest plans are thwarted 
and delayed only by the willful selfishness of those who exploit 
their fellow men in a capitalistic system; of those who gain 
personal advantages from the poverty, suffering, injustice, and 
class distinctions caused by their exploitations. So he comes at 
last to accept Communist doctrine, that any means are justi¬ 
fied in order to impose a communist organization of society 
on the whole world for its own good. 

By this time the idealistic young man, his soul suffused 
with a thrilling glow of self-abnegation and self-submersion 
into a great cause, has become merely a cog in the Communist 
machine. More and more do aotion, discipline, and the mo¬ 
mentum of the machine displace deliberation in his conscious¬ 
ness. He learns under relent less pressures to be ever more resolute 
and "realistic”, in accepting and carrying out duties assigned to 
him in furtherance of Communist aims. Finally even treason 
and murder become methods to condone, or virtuous actions 
to be performed, when they serve the needs of a crusading army 
which is marching on to total and glorious victory. To him 
Communism has now become a fervent and overpowering re¬ 
ligion, requiring unquestioning faith on the part of its devotees, 
and ruling out all other loyalties. 


The Lonely Hearts . . , 

2. Another attrac tion of Commun ism depends on the 
basic lonesomeness of so many individuals. The Communist 
progr am not only gives m eaning and purpose, however crimi¬ 
nal, to lives which otherwise would be empty of both. It giv es 
1 sense of bel onging , of sharing the comradeship and objectives 
and totaTstrength o F iTvast army of f ellow so l dier s, to ind i- 
vtdualg_whqj ol her wise wo uld ^feel lost and alone and un wanted* 

There is a need in each human spirit to be i part of some¬ 
thing greater than one's self, to lessen the futility of an ego¬ 
centric existence by doing something that is important to a 
group. v 1fhe feeling is present in all of us, and very strong in 
many. Throughouc America today this need accounts for bil- 
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Wby People Become Communists 


Big Snobs With Little Equipment. , . 

3. A very important appeal of Communism, not nearly 
so deserving of sympathy as those discussed above, is to the in¬ 
tellectual snobbishness of the sophomoric mind* There is no¬ 
body as fond of the adulation of the "intellectuals** as the 
pseudo-intellectual who has acquired the jargon, without the 
knowledge, of ideological scholarship. Being treated by these 
"intellectuals** as one of them, and hence as superior to the 
bourgeois herd oiPhilistjneSj is the greatest thrill an addlepated 
"liberal" can enjoy* And the real Communist scholars, unlike 


those in any other field, are willing to go along with and 
encourage the pretensions of a superficial phoney, if their doing 
so serves any Communist purpose. 

Frequently it does. For such an individual, through in- 


lions of hours of work on the part of millions of individuals in 
tens of thousands of voluntary associations, clubs, societies, 
and organizations of every conceivable variety. But the Com¬ 
munists make far more capital for themselves out of this in¬ 
stinctive behavior than any other group. They do so by their 
unceasing reiteration of the glories of their cause, by the ex¬ 
tensiveness of their disciplined direction of an individual's 
efforts, and by the consciousness which they instill into each 
convert of the vastness and power of the organization to which 
he now belongs. Membership in the Communist Party, or ad¬ 
herence to its organizational hive, is more demanding, more 
exclusive of other interests, and of far more significance in its 
impact on the individuals own life, than any other loyalty 
that individual may assume anywhere in the world today— 
with the single exception of devotion to fundamentalist Chris¬ 
tianity. For this very reason a consuming loyalty to the Com¬ 
munist movement is the most satisfying burial of self in some¬ 
thing larger that—again excepting fundamentalist Christianity 
—our contemporary world can offer. It is tragic but true that 
many a miserable free man is changed by Communism into 
a happy slave. 










































Why People Become Communists 


herited wealth, or high political position within the family, or 
the possession of a famous name, or through some other for¬ 
tuitous means, may be able to supply prestige or money or 
influence to Communist friends and to Communist enterprises. 
In that case even the most deeply learned of the Communists 
are entirely willing to put their tongues in their cheeks, cross 
their fingers, and lead their patron to believe that he is a rein¬ 
carnated combination of Plato, Hypatia, and John Stuart Mill, 
Many of these victims of flattery, especially in the upper 
social or political levels, do not join the Communist Party or 
actually become Communists in any technical sense. For Com¬ 
munism is a serious business. There is nothing the Communists 
can afford less, or dislike more, than to be made to look ridicu- 
bus. And half-baked exhibitionists as prominent—or as con¬ 
spicuous—as Eleanor Roosevelt, Henry Wallace, and William 
O. Douglas, would not be wanted as Party members. But many 
a gain for the Communist side, in the Cold War game, has been 
made by such players, who either didn’t know or didn’t care 
that they were carrying the ball for the Kremlin’s team. They 
were too constantly puffed up and exhilarated by all the ap¬ 
plause and mental back-slapping from real members of that 
team. 


An d Ju st Little Snobs * * . 

At the lower levels, however, men who bask in the fellow¬ 
ship and flattery^of people whom they inwardly regard as their 
intellectualjuLpexiors-^hd also as their superiors in daring, ini¬ 
tiative^ and leadership—are to be found in almost every Com¬ 
munist cell. The likelihood that they will make laughing stocks 
out of themselves, in any way chat would reflect ridicule on 
Communist activities, is minimized. It is taken care of by the 
same discipline and detailed supervision that turns these would- 
be eggheads into useful work horses for the Communist Party. 
A great many of the half-educated pedants of the academic 
cloisters, in particular, belong in this classification. They join. 
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Why People Become Communists 


or affiliate themselves with, the Communists, became their ac¬ 
ceptance into such “progressive” circles gives reassuring external 
support to their false show of scholarly standing—which other¬ 
wise is not convincing even to themselves* 


4. Since the academic world supplies so much more than 
its proportionate share of American Communists, the above dis¬ 
cussion leads easily into the next compartment of motivation. 
The label over that compartment is “Envy-” College faculties 
are not the only source of men who are made Communists by 
envy, of course. Also, many other motives besides envy, or on 
top of envy, play their part in making Communists out of Phi 
Beta Kappas. But “operation envy” is simpler to explain and 
easier to understand in connection with collegiate raw material 
than any other. We’ll develop our argument through an illus¬ 
tration. 

John Jones and Bob Brown were classmates in the liberal 
arts college of Ivy University. When they graduated, John 
stood third from the top of his class, Bob stood third from the 
bottom. Today, twenty years later, Dr. John Jones is making 
seven thousand dollars per year as an associate professor of 
history at Siwash College. Mr. Robert Brown is making forty 
thousand dollars per year as vice-president in charge of sales 
of the Siwash Soapsuds Company. To the professor this is con¬ 
clusive evidence of the injustice of a capitalistic society. 

For Dr. Jones not only has much the more brilliant mind 
of the two. He is well aware of that fact. Also, he has applied 
that mind diligently in his profession. Whatever there is to 
know about history, he knows it; and what he doesn’t know 
isn’t knowledge. He has an adequate familiarity with the fun¬ 
damentals of literacy in many other fields. He is conscious and 
proud of having acquired that honest scholarship through hard 
work, done by a good brain. Mr. Brown, on the other hand, 
hasn’t read a book since Forever Amber was all the rage. His 
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Why People Become Communists 


intellect is only fair, and the idea of using it for anything more 
recondite than how to deal in commodity futures would strike 
him as absurd- Yet Brown is president of the Siwash Country 
Club, while Jones cannot afford to be a member. 


And The Wrong Cure .,. 

Over the years, while this difference in financial status 
was evolving. Dr. Jones succumbed to increasing bitterness 
towards a sociological system that made such a difference pos¬ 
sible, He resented the importance and the unfairness (as he 
saw it) of the money rewards as bestowed by a capitalistic 
society. He longed for a world in which money had cither been 
abolished altogether! or had been relegated to a role inferior 
and auxiliary to that of ration coupons^ allocations* permits and 
favors issued by governments- And Dr- Jones was a man who 
followed his resentments_and theories to what seemed to him to 
be their dearlyindicated destinations. He became a Communist. 

Of course Professor Jones overlooked many things in his 
comparative appraisal of the efforts, the contribution to so¬ 
ciety, and the rewards of Salesmanager Brown and himself. 
Chief among them was the fact that he had chosen an academic 
career because of his distaste for, or unwillingness to engage in, 
the competitive struggle for financial success. Jones loved books 
and learning more than business and a larger pay check. It was 
his privilege to follow that preference. But to quarrel with 
the price put on his labors and accomplishments, by a free- 
market economy, was to set up his own egocentric sense of 
values as superior to that which automatically represented the 
total consensus of his fellow Americans. To follow his sense of 
values for himself was praiseworthy; to insist that everybody 
else accept it too was sophomoric arrogance. 

In the second place, Dr. Jones is pleased with himself that 
he has never subjected his personality to the "vulgar” demands 
of salesmanship. He is proud of his solid standing in the eap- 
and gown fraternity; of the respect for his learning on the part 
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Why People Become Communists 


of his peers; and of many rewards which have come his way, 
of a kind that he doesn't think Brown would even understand. 
He considers the publication of his one book so far as a much 
more satisfying and important form of recognition of his worth 
than Brown s larger pay check; and he admits his presidency 
of the regional Association of Historians is a far more substan¬ 
tial honor than Brown’s presidency of the country club. Yet 
he covets all that Brown has too. 

Finally, Dr, Jones had never evaluated, nor even become 
aware of, the most significant terms in his equation. In order 
to reach a job at forty thousand dollars per year, in competition 
with other men after the same goal. Bob Brown had given of 
himself, in efforts more determined and in ways more demand¬ 
ing than John Jones ever dreamed. Jones feels virtuous because 
he preferred to avoid the strains and exactions of a competitive 
business existence. He doesn't realize that maybe Brown would 
have preferred to avoid them, too. But Brown considered the 
forty thousand per year, and such incidental returns as being 
president of the country club, as worth the cost out of his life 
and peace of mind. He may have been wrong, but the choice 
was his—just as Jones’ choice was his own. And Brown, in the 
course of meeting the competition which he thus chose to face, 
helped the productive American economy to make available to 
Jones, at prices which even Jones could afford, the clothes on 
his back, the refrigerator in his kitchen, the car he drives, and 
even the books which he reads. 

But Dr. Jones doesn't understand the processes through 
which he obtained these comforts in exchange for what he of* 
feegd* nor Brown's part in those processes which made him 
worth forty thousand dollars per year to his firm and to the 
productive economy. Jones wants to have his cake and eat it 
too. This is something which the Communists promise to all 
fools who will listen, and especially to fools with a doctor's de¬ 
gree. And they obtain converts on the strength of these prom¬ 
ises, despite the oft proved fact that in a socialist society both 
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Jones and Brown get less cake, either to have or to eat, chan 
in any other. 


Tugwell Turns A Phrase . .. 

We are not primarily concerned here, however, with the 
fallacy of the reasoning, or the unfairness of the invidious 
comparisons, which made Dr. Jones a Communist, We have 
wished merely to illustrate how envy serves as a Communist 
took Skillfully used by dedicated hands, it molds many a luke¬ 
warm prospect into an ardent member of the Party. And envy 
itself is only one model of the psychological cool called hatred, 
which is found in every Communist work box. 

I For hatred is a very powerful emotion among human be¬ 
ings. In the early days of the New Deal, Rexford Tugwell 
emphasized the importance of bitterness — toward capitalism 
and capitalists—in the campaign to bring about those social 
changes advocated by himself and his fellow "liberals”. He 
urged the faithful to spur themselves on “by an energizing 
hatred”. 

The driving force in the whole life and philosophy of 
Karl Marx was hatred—of everybody who was not as foul as 
himself. (Which was quite a large order, as the reader may 
easily verify by studying the details of Marx’s personal life.) 
Hatred was the one, and the decisive, contribution of Lenin to 
the mood of the Russian Revolution of 1917, whereby he con¬ 
verted it into the October Bolshevist Revolution and a Com¬ 
munist strike for power. We find countless exhibits of the same 
brand of sulphurous hatred coming to the surface in contem¬ 
porary America, as in the desecrative utterances of Milton 
Mayer or the obscene blasphemies of Langston Hughes. 


Both Seed And Harvest ,. , 

Hartred, of the laborer for his boss, of colored people for 
their white neighbors and vice-versa, of Protestants for Cath¬ 
olics—wherever there is a climate in which it can be cultivated, 
hatred is both a product of Communist effort and a necessity 


FEBRUARY* If St 
































Why People Become Communists 


o£ Communist progress. Sowing the seeds of such hatred and 
nourishing the crop is the constant work of many thousands 
of busy Communist minds and hands, both trained to make 
the greatest possible use out of every tragic opportunity. One 
result of all this fomentation of hatred is the continuous re- 
cruitment of additional workers, attracted to the trouble- 
making by a sympathetic feeling for its ostensible aims. These 
recruits range from Negro tenant farmers to the presidents of 
great universities. And identically the same envy or hatred of 
their fellow men, whom they consider better treated than them¬ 
selves by the American system, may be the most powerful im¬ 
pulse to the acceptance of Communism on the part of both. 


Involuntary Captives . * . 

J. But not all Communists become such by persuasion and 
indoctrination. Many^are driven into the fold by blackmail, 
terrorism, and other forms of coercion. The ordinary reader 
will say to himself: "Oh, sure. Unfortunately some men are 
undoubtedly driven by such methods to carry out Communist 
orders, or even to work on their own initiative to advance 
Communist causes. They never turn into real Communists, 
however; and they are always ready to break away from their 
Communist associations at the first opportunity.” This con¬ 
clusion would be correct in some cases, but in a great many it 
would not. 

Mr. X, when quite young, drank too much one night, got 
into a brawl in.the local tavern, killed a man in the fight which 
developed, and served three years in the penitentiary for man¬ 
slaughter, On leaving prison he went to another city, where 
nobody knew anything about him or his past, started over, and 
has led an exemplary personal life ever since. He went to a law 
school in the new city, passed the bar, began the practice of 
law, got married, had two children, and, at the age of thirty- 
one or -two was struggling along like most of us to "get 
ahead” in the world. 

Primarily as a result of his undergraduate days in an Ivy 
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Why People Become Communists 


League college, Mn X was a "liberal” in local politics, but only 
to the extent that was currently fashionable. Suddenly, out of 
a blue sky, he was offered a job in our State Department in 
Washington. The offer seemed to be solely the result of his 
friendship for another and more prominent lawyer in the town. 
It was made to sound entirely plausible to Mr, X by the kind 
interest of this importantly-connected fellow liberal in Mr, X T s 
career, and by complimentary comments concerning Mr. X’s 
special fitness for the position. These comments also conveyed 
a reasonable expectation of rapid advancement in government 
work, Mr* X accepted the appointment, with a few secret re¬ 
grets about his hidden past, but without any suspicion that the 
Communists already had him and that past under their untiring 
observation. 


Become Enthusiastic Converts . * * 

In Washington Mr* X did "get ahead” in the State De¬ 
partment, He discovered early chat the more he leaned to the 
left, the more favorably he was regarded by those associates 
and superiors who were paying the most attention to him, and 
the more his responsibilities increased* Also, he was encouraged 
to "liberalize” his views still further by the strength and una¬ 
nimity of the "liberalism” around him. Caught up in the flood 
of "enlightened democracy” and one-world ism at work, Mr, X 
found it a thrilling and happy experience to float along on so 
benign a wave. 

Then a crisis arose, Mr* X found that he was expected to 
do something, or to take a position, which was so "liberal’' that, 
even to his now slanted sensibilities, it bordered on treason. He 
rebelled, reluctantly but firmly. And that brought a gentle but 
equally firm awakening. Mr. X was led, politely and affection¬ 
ately, to see that a "reactionary” could not be allowed to block 
the wheels of humanitarian progress, even if his past had to be 
revealed to get him out of the way of those wheels. He could 
take his choice* He could be smeared as a jailbird, and tossed 
out of his Job as a "fascist traitor” to the cause of true de- 


FEBRUARY, 1 9ff 








Why People Become Communists 


mocracy. Or he could continue to work and advance as a 
member of the noble brotherhood of courageous forward-look¬ 
ing, dedicated souls, who were striving to bring justice and peace 
and equality and democracy to the whole world. Disturbed, but 
wishing to be convinced, Mr. X went along with the noble 
brotherhood* 

From that point on the screws gradually tightened on the 
sides of the trough in which Mr* X moved forward. But so long 
as he didn't try to jump out of that trough his progress be¬ 
came even faster and more assured* He soon realized the real 
terms of the two courses open to him* One was to fight an 
organization which, as he already saw, was too well entrenched 
and too insidiously powerful for him to make any impression 
against it. The other was to do the bidding of that organization; 
to let himself become ever more closely allied in aims and in 
spirit with its members and dupes; and thus to reap ail the re¬ 
wards of increasing power, prestige, and remuneration which 
that organization could throw his way. In due course Mr* X 
wound up as a full-fledged and consecrated Communist, doing 
his important part to advance the purposes of the international 
Communist conspiracy — and giving as much of his energy as 
directed to bringing other prospects along exactly the same 
path that he himself had followed* 


And The Victims Are Varied *.. 

It is not only in every branch of the American govern* 
ment that blackmail pressures of this kind have been used, and 
are being used effectively todayj by the hard-core Communists. 
Skillfully adjusted versions of the same basic mechanism are at 
work in our educational world, scientific world* and every area 
of public influence and authority. Nor is it only the man with 
a jail term behind him T who is the victim of such smooth coer¬ 
cion* The stick for resistance and the carrot for submission are 
employed very cleverly, complementing each other, on many 
a poor soul who has been trapped into wearing the Communist 
harness* 
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Why People Become Communists 

We took Mr. X for our illustration simply because this 
article i$ dealing with the question of why "normal” people 
become Communists. In actual fact the blackmail approach is 
most widely and profitably used by the Kremlin’s agents on 
brilliant men who have the extreme misfortune to be homo¬ 
sexuals. Such men seem to gravitate almost automatically into 
government service. They have a built-in and fundamental pre¬ 
disposition to resent the accepted standards and beliefs of our 
society. They also have, always over their heads, a threat of 
personal disgrace far more disturbing than the record of a jail 
sentence* So these unfortunate individuals become easy putty 
for molding by Communist techniques into disciplined and de¬ 
voted members of the Party, Also, because of the introvert 
brilliance of their minds, and their obsessive desire for success 
and public recognition to counterbalance a guilt-consciousness 
that is ever with them, they develop into some of the most high- 
placed and potent Communists in any government. For these 
reasons it is not too surprising or unusual to find one of these 
agents of the conspiracy smoothly and subtly promoting its 
aims, as a high functionary of our State Department or as the 
administrative head of some great international organization. 

“Most Flagrant Qf The Passions” .,. 

6- This brings us logically to the next classification, which 
consists of those who are converted into Communists by the 
appeal of the carrot*. without any brandishing of a stick being 
necessary. And the mast effective carrot—esp ecial jy fnr thk_ 
ruthTessiy ambitious spirits whom the Communists wish most 
to have on their side—is the promise of personal power. 

In Russia, since Stalin consolidated his dictatorship and 
liquidated all of the old Bolsheviks along with whatever ideal¬ 
istic revolutionary fervor still remained; in China almost from 
the very beginning of the Communist drive; in most other 
countries since StaSin’s control over international Communism 
became virtually complete; everywhere, for the past two dec¬ 
ades, the sheer lust for power has been the primary motivation 
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of those who achieved high standing in the Communist “aris¬ 
tocracy”* What has been presented to the world as a revolu¬ 
tionary movement based on ideological consider a tions, and what 
is still so presented to the outside masses and to millions of its 
own proletariat today* long ago degenerated in fact into a plain 
conspiracy of gangsters, 

Sojrhe cunning man without conscience, in any country, 
who sees in JE e whole v a st Commun ist apparatus, the^ oppor¬ 
tunity and means of achieving p.ower oyer others, may join the 
Party for that ultimat e purpose . The more clearly he sees from 
the very beginning that the Party's ideological pretenses are 
merely a sham and a weapon, so far as those in the top ranks 
are concerned, the more rapidly he advances within the hier¬ 
archy* In time he benefits at the level of baron, earl, or prince* 
from all the labor of the serfs at the bottom of the Communist 
organizational pyramid. And whatever his position at any given 
moment, in this unconfessed but rigid order of ascending priv¬ 
ilege and power, he never ceases scheming and striving to climb 
higher still. 


Even As Gould And Capone . *. 

In the United States of the nineteenth century such men 
would have set out to acquire this desired power through 
amassing great wealth by almost any means, Some of them still 
do. A generation ago men like AI Capone went into the rackets. 
Some of them still do* Twenty years ago men of the same type 
went into the lush fields of mushrooming labor unionism. Many 
still do. But increasingly over the past two decades men with 
this lust for power have gone into the vastly more expansive 
racket of imposing a secret Communist gangsterism on all the 
rest of America* 

There are differences, of course. The earlier racketeers 
were willing to use almost any means to accomplish their ends. 
The Communists use any means, without qualification. The 
power of these earlier overlords was less tangible but more 
visible than that of their Communist counterparts. In America 
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today, for obvious reasons, the most powerful and successful 
Communists are the secret ones, whom the public—and most 
of their Communist underlings—do not even suspect of having 
Communist sympathies. The fact that their power is exercised 
behind the scenes, and that their authority and standing are 
known only to an inner circle, apparently add s to the thrill for 
men with minds of a certain type. 

But the differences fade away before the likeness. In the 
paths and aims that have been pursued—with one exception. 
Because of the importance attached to the ideological argument, 
in the arsenal of Communist weapons, education and suavity 
arc of far more value to the ambitious Communist than they 
ever were to the buccaneering financier, to the Tommy-gun 
gangster, or to the boss of a hoodlum battalion in some so-called 
labor union. So the Communist racket has attracted far better 
educated, more deceptive, and hence more dangerous men, to 
its ranks. Then, out of these lower ranks, the most cunning, 
most ruthless, and most dangerous have risen to be its leaders. 


“The Way To_ Promotion And Pay" , , . 

7. Finally we come to the pure opportunist^Here is the 
man who does not consciously chart the course of his own fu¬ 
ture- But he does want always to float with, instead of to strug¬ 
gle against the current. And he is keen enough to sense the 
direction of the current, even in waters that seem placid to the 
less shrewd observer. It is a frightening fact that he and his kind 
now probably constitute the largest single source of converts 
to Communism—or at least to an actively sympathetic attitude 
towards Communists—as more and more 'Vise guys’*, even in 
America, become convinced that Communism really is "the 
wave of the future ” 

Whether these contemporary vicars of Bray are correct as 
to the ultimate total victory of the side they have chosen re¬ 
mains to be seen- But the evidence of their wisdom, as to the 
immediate practical and material results of their betrayal of 
both country and civilization, is visible on every hand. To pay 
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off, this betrayal does not even have to be active or premedi¬ 
tated; it can be passive, or unintentional, or both. So strong 
and all-pervasive has now become the Communist influence 
and the secret Communist strength in this country, that you 
do not even have to be pro-Communist to reap the rewards of 
Communist favor. All you have to do, for the ubiquitous wheels 
of this conspiracy to start turning on your behalf, is to be visi¬ 
bly and vigorously anti-antiCommunist. You fight to put down 
the enemies of the Communists, and they will fight. In dozens 
of ways which you cannot see and may not suspect, to lift 
you up. 

The adherents to the anti-antiCommunist line range all the 
way from active participants in the Communist conspiracy to 
good jmriotsjwho are honestly duped into belittling the menace 
of that conspiracy, JBut all benefit from following It, 


For Example .. > 

Isn't it arguable, for instance, that Nathan Pusey’s bitter 
opposition to McCarthy was an important factor in having 
him chosen as president of Harvard University? Qr that Gen¬ 
eral 2wicker’s, promotion in rank was largely due to the same- 
influences a t work behind the scenes ? These influences wanted 
not only to reward Z wicker. fox his testimony, protecting the 
protectors of Communists; they wanted the whole American* 
public to see that such acts of anti-antiCommunism would be i 
rewarded. 

Does anybody believe that Dore Schary's leanings to the 
left did not materially aid his meteoric career in Hollywood? 
Or that Drew Pearson’s column would be syndicated in as many 
newspapers today, if he had not done such a grand job in the 
past of making trouble for those who made trouble for the 
Comirmnists?.Gr that Walter Reucher would already have such 
tremendous and growing power in the American labor move¬ 
ment, if he had not once written a letter glorifying Soviet 
Russia and urging an equally glorious form of society for the 
United States? 
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And In Reverse , * . 

The other side of the coin has the stamp of the same regime. 
Does anybody think that George Meany s standing and future 
in the AFL-CIO have not been seriously damaged by, or will 
not gradually be undermined because of, his ou£spQken_opppsi- 
ti on to international Communis m? Or that John O'Donnells 
syndicated column has not been turned down by newspapers— 
even good newspapers which would really like to carry it—be¬ 
cause of his known intolerance for traitors in our midst? Or that 
Corinne Griffith's movie career was nor hurt by her crusading 
speeches in opposition to Communist doctrines? Or that Gen¬ 
eral Kirk Lawton's retirement was not forced as a result of his 
patriotic effort to help in the exposure of Communists under 
his command at Fort Monmouth? Or that so brilliant a teacher 
and sound a scholar as FejLxJWittrner would not long ago have 
become the president of some university but for his antLCom- 
munist lectures and books? 

Enough specific illustrations of Communist favor and dis¬ 
favor at work, in every field of American opportunity, could 
be given to fill many magazines the size of this one. But the 
benefits of fellow-traveling for profit—unintentional or other- 
wise^are only presented as background for the real point of 
this section. We are concerned here with those members of our 
society, with great cleverness and little conscience, who observe 
the unfailing effectiveness of Communist hands pulling count¬ 
less strings. They carry their analysis of the significance of this 
observation to its logical conclusion. Guided by that conclusion, 
they go all of the way into membership in, or affiliation with, 
the Communist Party. 

No List Can Be Complete ., , 

This catalogue of reasons why people become Communists 
is by no means comprehensive. We have, for instance, barely 
touched the edge of the thinking expressed by “if you can't 
lick 'em, join 'em/ 1 The target most vulnerable to this shaft 
is the very man who sets out most energetically to fight the 
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Communists, He gradually finds, on digging in, that they are so 
much more insidiously penetrating every cranny of our col¬ 
lective existence, and are already so much further advanced, 
than he had ever dreamed, He succumbs to a feeling of hope¬ 
lessness over the blind complacency of his fellow citizens, and 
over their unwillingness even to take an honest look at the 
flood creeping up around them. 

It is all right to say, and it is true, that a man who goes 
over to the enemy for such a reason didn't have the right stuff 
in him in the first place. But it is certainly no secret after these 
thousands of years that the “stuff” in individual human beings 
varies a great deal* It is also no secret that most of the readers 
of this page can name a man, once holding a high position in 
American political life and highly respected for his firm op¬ 
position to the schemes of the Left, who is now ardently wield¬ 
ing a whitewash brush for his pro-Communist and Communist 
pals. He was badly beaten by the Communists — working 
through the usual *'liberal” front—so he went over to their 
side. And he is merely one example of these defectors because 
of despair. 

Then there is the phony reason, given by the Communists 
themselves, and even more noisily shouted by their gullible 
“liberal 1 ' stooges, that men become Communists as a result of 
their own poverty and illiteracy, JJ he truth is that the over¬ 
educated man in highly industrialized and prosperous America 
is a far easier prey to Communist arguments than the most 
miserably poor and illiterate peasant of non-industrialized Asia* 
The more poverty-stricken and more ignorant the population 
of any country or any area may be, the more completely do 
the Communists have to depend on force and terrorism—with 
less help from an ideological fifth column—to impose their 
police-state rule. Our humanitarian instincts make us wish very 
much to see the standards of living and of literacy raised in all 
the poorer nations of the world—but not as a means of saving 
those nations from Communism, It takes at least a tittle learn- 
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ing and a little leisure to make the Communist sophistry a 
dangerous thing. 
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And The Motives Combine *., 

There are other reasons, both real and imaginary, for the 
steady influx into the Communist camp* But we believe our list 
includes the most important. We have presented these appeals 
and motivations which make men Communists, however, as if 
each one acted alone; as if each appeal was successful only if 
the right type of "persuasion” was applied to exactly the match* 
mg susceptibility in a prospect for the Party, And of course 
this is not the case* 

With the_singk e xceptio n o f the man who is propelled by 
pure idealism alone* into,a foyl conspiracy which he mistakes 
for a self-sacrificing brotherhood, every convert to Commun¬ 
ism has been pulled into the fold by a combination of reasons 
and arguments of varying proportions. Nor do the indoctrina¬ 
tion, persuasion, and coercion ever stop, even after he has be¬ 
come a veteran Party member. Only the very clearminded, the 
very brave, and the very determined, ever break completely 
out of the web that binds them, once they have put themselves 
within its toils. 

And so, year by year and month by month, the Commun- 
ist flood rises. Especially do the secret members of the Com¬ 
munist conspiracy — which outweigh the open members in 
America, in both numbers and importance, by at least ten to 
oner—increase their permeation of our whole social body. They 
go about their daily business or professional jobs, and their so* 
cial and civic undertakings, exactly as do you and I, with noth¬ 
ing outward to distinguish them from loyal citizens. But the 
power and reach of their cumulative effort are visible on every 
hand, in the results they steadily achieve. You merely have to 
look each New Year's Day at how much closer the United 
States is to becoming a Communist nation than it was a year 
before, at how much closer the whole world is to becoming a 
Communist empire, to realize how unmistakably and steadily 
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the Communisms arewinning th eir Cold War everywhere. They 
are winning it in, among other places, the press, the public, the 
radio and television media, the labor unions, the schools, the 
courts, and the legislative halls of America. They expect to go 
on winning it while most of us refuse to believe that, in our 
country, anybody but a few crackpots ever become Commun¬ 
ists, We had better start believing—fast— the overwhelming 
evidence of our sense and our senses. 
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Recently tty husband and I were asked to listen to a three* 
/hour tape recording which was made by John Welch (iron Boston, . 
I think, or at least frojn that area)* In this recording he 
told of communist Activities and asked those listening to join 
a group called the John Birch Society, which would have as its 
goal an attempt to halt the spread of Communism, especially 
. in the United States; Everything sounded quite logical} but 
having read bow people have been duped into joining organisations 
only to find out later that they are fronts for communist 
activities, I prefer to find out from the top source just what ■ 
information your bureau has on this society* After all, if we 
can't trust you, who else is left? V/’ ■ 'Y'>V> r ..V-- 

Hay we hear from you soon? ihis group will meet again 
. in about two weeks and we would like to have our answer, as to 
whether we want to be Included In their work* > 

Hany thanks from a fallow American, who by the way Is 
secondly also a Catholic, ; v < 
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